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MEMOIRS 



RELATING TO* 

That Change which happened in the Qiieen's 
Miniftry, m the Year lyio. 

Written in Oftober, m.dcc.xiv. 

HAVING continued, for near the fpacc of 
four years, in a good degree of confidence 
with the miniftry then in being, althougii 
not with fo much power as was believed, or at lea<b 
given out, by my friends as well- as by my enemies, 
cfpeciaUy the latter, in both houfcs of parliament : 
And this having happened during a very bufy pe- 
riod of negotiations abroad, and management or 
intrigue at home, I thought it might probabiy> 
fome years hence, when the prefent fcene fhall have 
given place to many new ones that will arife, be an 
entertainment to thofc who will have any pei-fonal ^ 
regard for me or my memory, to fet down fome 
particularities which fell under my knowledge and 
obfervation, while I was fuppofed, whcihcr truly 
or no, to have part m the fccrct of affairs. 

One circumftance I am a little forry for, that I 
was too negligent (again ft what 1 had always re- 
folvcd, and blamed others for not doing) in taking 
hints or journals of every thing material as it pafl^ 
e<l, whereof I omitted many that I cannot uow y^*- m 
Vol- XII A cWav/^ 



-» ■ 'MEMOIRS relating to the Change 

coUcft, although I was convinced, by a thoufand 
inftanceji, of the Veakoefc of my memory. But, 
to fay the truth, the ivea^e;^ knpwjcdge any roan 
has in the affairs at court, the Icfs he thinks them 
of confequence, or worth regarding. And thofe 
kind of padSsiges, which Ibhavewifh curiofity found 
or i^sarched tor in Memoirs, I wholly negleftcd 
when tiiey were freely communicated to me from 
the firft hand, or were fuch wherein I adled myfelf. 
This I take to be one among other reafons why 
great minifters feldom give themfelves the trouble of 
recording the important parts of that adminidration, 
where they themftlves are at the head. They have 
extinguiftied all that vanity which ufually poffefles 
men during their firft acquaintance at courts ; and, 
like the mafters of a puppet-fliow, they defpife 
thofe motions which fill common fpeftators with 
4londer and delight. 

However, upon frequently rccoliefting the courfa 
of affairs during the time I was cither trufted or 
employed ; i am deceived, if in hiftory there can 
be found any period more full of paflkges, which 
the curious of another age would be glad to know 
the fecret fprings of; or from whence more ufeful 
ii>ftruftions niT^y be gathered for diredling the con- 
duft of thofe, who ihall hereafter have the good 
or ill fortune to be engaged in bufinefs of the 
ftate. 

It may probably enough happen, that thofe who 
{hall at any time hereafter perufc thefe papers, may 
think it not fuitable to the nature of them, that, 
upon occafion, I fomctimes make mention of my- 
felf; who, during thefe tranfa<5tions, and ever fince, 
was a perfon without titles or public employment. 
But fince the chief leaders of the faction then out 
of power, were plcafed, in both houfes of p;irl la- 
ment, to take every opportunity of (hewing their 
malice, by mentioning me (and often by name) as 
one who was in the fccrci of all affairs, and with- 
out 
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oiit whofe advice or privity nothing was done, or 
employment diipolcd of, it wiil norpcrimps be im- 
pi^opcr to take notice of ibmc pafi'igcs, wherein the 
public and niyiclr were jpinily concerned ; not to 
mention that the chief caul'e of givin^» myfclf this 
trouble, is mfatisfy my partici^lar friends ; and, at 
word, if, after the fate of manufcripis, iheic pa- 
pers /hall, by accident or Jndifcretion, fall into thfi 
public \lcWt they will be no more liable to ccnfiirc 
than other memoirs, pubiifhed for many years palt 
in Englifh, French^ and Italian., The p^^riod of 
time I defigrrto trearon, U'ill commence with Sep- 
tember 1710, from whieh time, till within two 
months of the Qgeen's death, I was never abfent 
from court, except about dx weeks in Ireland. 

But, becaufe the great change of employments 
in her majcfty's family, as well as in the kingdom, 
was begun Ibmc months before, and had beeti 
thought on fJroth the time of Dr. Sacheverel's trials- 
while 1 was abfent, and lived retired in Ireland ; I 
(kali endeavour to recoHcdt) as well* as I -am able, 
fome particulars I learned from theE^rl of Oxford, 
the Lord Vifcount Bolingbvoke, the Lady Maftiam, 
antl Dbftor Atlerbury, who were beft ab!* to itr^ 
form me. 

I have bften with great eatnfrftrtcft preffcd the 
Earl of Oxfofdj then Lord Ttfcafurer, atkl my 
Lady Mafliamt ^ho were the fole . perfons which 
brought about that grieat change, to give me a par- 
ticular account of ever^t cifcumilance antl pailige 
daring that whole tHnfa^ion : Not- did this requeft 
proceed from curiot](y» ot the ambhion of know- 
ing and publiihing important fe€ret$> but from a 
fincere honeft defign of juftifying the Queen, iti 
the meafures fhc then took, and after purfued, a- 
gaibft a load of fcandal'Which would certainly bt 
thrown on her memory, with fotnc appeartincc 6f 
truth* It was cafy to forefciC, even at that diftance, 
ihat the Que^ii roi/iJ not Uh many ytar&-, at^d'a ■ 
A 2 vi^ 
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was fufliciently known, what party was moft in the 
good graces of the fucceflbrs ; and confequently 
whai turns wou'd be given, by hidorians, to her 
Majefty's proceedings, under a reign, where direct 
contrary mtafurcs would probably be taken. For 
inflance, what would be more eafy to a malicious 
pen, than to charge the Queen with inconfiaacy, 
weakncfs, and ingratitude, in removing and difgra* 
cing rhf Duke of Marlborough, who had fo many 
years commanded her armies with vi6lory ami fuc- 
cefs ; in dii'placing fo many great officers of her 
court and kingdom^ by whofe counfcls (he had in 
all appeax'ancc fo profperoufly governed ; in ex- 
tending the marks of her feverhy and difplcafure 
towards the wife and daughters, as well as relations 
and allies, ok that perfoa fhe had fo long employ- 
ed and fo highly trufted ; and all this by the private 
JDtriguesi of a woman of her bedchamber, in con- 
cert with an artful man, who might be fuppofed to 
liave a^cd that bold part, only from a motive of 
revenge upon the lofs of his employments, or of 
ambition lo come again into power ? 

Thefe were fome of the arguments I have often 
made ufe of with great freedom, both to the Earl 
of Oxford and my Lady Mafliam, to incite them 
to furnifh me with materials for a fair account of 
that great tranfadtion, to which they always feemed 
as well difpofed as myfelf. My Lady Maiham did 
likcwife affure me, that (he had frequently inform- 
ed the Queen of my rtqueft, which her Majefty 
thought very reafonable, and did appear upon 
all QccaGons as dedrous of preferving reputation 
with po(l:erity, as might julUy become a great 
prince to be. 

But that incurable difeafe, cither of negligence 
or procraftinaiion, which influenced every action 
both of the Queen and the harl of Oxford, did in 
fome fort inted every one who had credit or bufi- 
ncf;$ in court : Y^Vy after Eliciting near four years, 

' . to 
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i6 obtain a point of fo great ioiportAncc to the 
Queen and her fervanis, from whence I could pro- 
pole nothing but trouble, malice, and cnTy to my- 
itlf, it was perpetually put off. 

The fchetne I offered was, to write her Majelly's 
reign ; and, that this work might not look ofiirioiis 
or afFcfted, I was ready to accept the hiftoriogra- 
pher*l place, although of inconflderablc value, and 
which I fnight be fure to be deprived of upon thd 
Queen's death. 

This negligence in the Queen, the Earl of Ox- 
ford, and my Lady Mafham, is the caufe that I 
can give but an impcrfcdl account of the fir ft 
fprings of that grealt change at court, after the trial 
of Dr. Sachevcfef, my nricmory not fervrng me to 
i*etain all the fa£ls related to me ; but what I re- 
member I fhalJ here fet down. 

There was not, perhaps, in all England, a petfoti 
who underflood more artificially to difguift hen- 
paffions than the late Queen. Upon her firft cotn- 
mg to the throne, the Dutchefs of Marlborough 
had loft all favour with her, as her Majcfty harh -. 
bften acknowledged to thofe Who have told it me. 
That Lady had long prcfcrvcd an afcendant over" 
her miftrcfs, while fhe was princefs, which her Ma- 
jefty, when ihc came to the cfoTvn, had nehher 
^ticnce to bear, nor fpirit to fubdiic. This prin- 
tcfs was (o tx?t£t an obferver of forms, that fhc . 
ftemfed to have made it her ftudy, and would ofteu 
^fc^nd fo lo^i as to obfcrvc, in her domcftits of 
cither fex, nWio came in her prcfence, whether a 
fuffle, it p(tt*i^ig, or the lining of a coat, were un- 
fiiitable at certain titrtes. The Dutchefs, on the o- 
ther fide, who had been ufcd to great fainiUarities, 
could not take it' into her head, that any change of 
ftatioD flioiild put her upOn changing her behavi- 
otir^ iht continuance of which was the more offen- 
fif e to her Majeftf , whofe other fervants, of the 
A3 %tti\t9. 
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greateCl quality, did then treat her with the utmofl 
refpeft. 

The Earl of Godolphin held in favour about 
three years longer, and then declined, although he 
kept his office till the general change. I have heard 
feveral rcafons given for her Majefty's early difgufi 
againft that Lord. The Dutchefs, who had long 
been his friend, often prevailed on him to folicit 
the Queen upon things very unacceptable to her, 
which her'Majefty liked the worfe, as knowing 
from whence they originally came ; and his Lord- 
fhip, although he endeavoured to be as refptdtful 
as his nature would permit him, was, upon all oc- 
cafions, much too arbitrary and obtruding. 

To the Duke of Marlborough (he was wholly^ 
indifferent (as her nature in general prompted her 
to be, until his reftlefs, impatient behaviour had 
.turned her againft him. 

-^ The Queen had not a flock of amity to ferve a- 
bove one objedt at a time ; and fiirther than a bare 
good or ill opinion, which fhe foon Qontradlcd and 
changed, and very often upon light grounds, Ihe 
couM hardly be faid either to love or to hate any 
body. She grew fo jealous upon the change of her 
fervants, that often, out of fear of being impofed 
upon, by an over caution, fhe would impofe upon 
herfelf ; flie took a delight in refufing thofe who 
. were thought to have greateft power with her, even 
in the moft reafonable things, and fuch as were 
neceffary for her ftrvicc ; nor would let them be 
done till fhe fell into the humour of it herfelf. 

Upon the grounds I have already related, her 
Majefty had gradually conceived a moft rooted a- 
verlioa ^rom the Duke and Dutchefs of Mailbo- 
rough, and the Earl of Godolphin : which fpread, 
in time, through all ihcir allies and relations, par- 
ticularly to the Earl of Hertford, whofe ungovern- 
able temper had made him fail in his perfonal r^- 
fpefts to her Majefty. 

This 
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This I take to have been the principal ground of 
ihe Queen's refolutions to make a change of fomc 
ofiiccrs, both in her family and kingdom ; and that 
thclc refolutions did not proceed from any real ap- 
prehenfion (he had of danger to the church or mo- 
Darchj. For, although fhe had been ftriftly edu- 
cated in the former, and very much approved its 
doArine and difcipline, yet fhe was not fo ready 
to fbrefee any attempts again fl it by the party then 
prefiding. But the fears that mod influenced her, 
were fuch as concerned her own power and prero- 
gative, which thofe ncareft about her were making 
daily encroachments upon, by their undutiful be- 
haviour and unreafonable demands. 

The deportment cf the Dutchefs of Marlbo- 
rough, while the prince lay expiring, was' of fuch 
a nature, that the Queen, then in the heights^ of 
grief, was not able to bear it ; but, with marks of 
difpleafure in her countenance, fhe ordered the 
Dutchefs to withdraw, and fend Mrs. Mafham to 
her. 

I forgot to relate an affair that happened, as I' 
remember, about a twelvemonth before Pnnce 
George's death. This Prince had long conceived 
an incurable averfion from that party, and was re- 
folved to ufe his utmoft credit with the Queen his 
wife to get rid of them. There fell out an inci- 
dent which feemed to favour this attempt ; for the 
Queen, refolving to beftow a regiment upon Mr, 
Hill, brother to Mrs. Mafham, fignifi^d her plea- 
fure to the Duke of Marlborough ; who, in a man- 
ner not very dutiful, refuftd his conftnt, and reti- 
red in anger to the country. After fome heats, the 
regiment was given to a third perfon : But the 
Queen refented this matter fo highly, which fhe 
thought had been promoted by the Earl of Godol- 
phin, that fhe rcfolved immediately to remove the 
htter. I was told, and it was then generally re- 
ported, that Mr. St. John carried a letter from her 
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Majefty to the Duke of Marlborough, fignifyihg 
her re/blutions to take the fla£f from the Earl of 
Godolphin, and that flie expe^ed his Grate's com- 
pliance ; to which the Duke returned a very hum-, 
ble anfwef • t cannot engage for this paflage, i^ 
having never come into ^my head . to alk Mr. St. 
John dbout it : But, the account Mr^ Harley aaid 
ne gave xtit was, 'thix the Duke of Marlborongli 
and the Earl of Godolphin bad concerted with 
them i^pod a moderating fcheme, wherein fome of 
Both parties iKouId be employed, but with a more 
favoui^able afpeA towards the church : That » 
fneeting was appointed for completing this work : 
That in the mean time, the Duke and Dutchefs of 
Marlborough, and the Earl of Godolphin, were 
iccretly biing their utmoft efforts with the Queen 
to turn Mr. Harlcy^i (who was then Secretary of 
State) dnd all his friends, out 6f their employ- 
ments : That the Queen, on the other fide, who 
had a great opinion of Mr. Harley 's integrity and 
abilities, would not confent, and was determined to 
remove the Earl of Godolphin < ThJs was not above 
a month before the feafon of the year when the 
£)uk« of Marlborough was to embark for Flanders; 
and, the very night in which Mr. Harley and his 
friends had appointed were to meet his Grace and 
theE-arl of Godolphin, George Churchill the Duke's 
brot&er, who was in good credit with the Prince, 
told his Highnefs, that the Duke wai firmly deter- 
mined to lay down his command, if the £arl of 
Godolphin Went out, or if Mr. Harley and his 
friends were fuffered to continue in. The Prince, 
thus intimidated by Churchill, reported the matter 
to the Q^een; and, the tim^ and fervice preiUng, her 
Majefty was unwillingly forced to yield. The two 
great Lords failed the appointment ; and, the next 
morning, the Duke at his levee faidaloud ina qare- 
lefs manner to thofe that ftood x^und bin)» That* 
Mr. Harley was turned out. 

Upon 
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Upon ihe Prince's death, November 1708, the 
two great Lords fo ofcen mentioncJ, who had been 
for fome years united with the Low-church party, 
and had long engaged to take them into^>power, 
were now in a capacity to make good their pro- 
mifes, which his Hiohnefs had ever moft IVrcnu- 
oufly oppofed. The Lord Sommers was made Pre- 
iidentof the council, the Earl of Wharton Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland, and lomc others of the fame 
fiamp were put into confiderable pofts. 

It fhould feem to me, that the Duke and Earl 
were not very willingly drawn to impart fo much 
power to thofe of that party, who expected ihefc 
removals for fome years before, and were always 
put off upon pretence of the Prince's u.nwillingnefs 
to have them employed. And I remember, fome 
months before his Highncfs's death, my Lord 
bomnaers, who is a pe.fon of referve enough, com- 
plained to me with great freedom of the ingratitude 
of the Duke and Earl, who, after the fervice he 
and his friends had done them in making the u- 
nion, would hardly treat them with common civi- 
lity. Neither fhall I ever forget, that he readily 
owned to me, that the Unioa was of no other fer- 
vice to the nation, than by giving a remedy to that 
evil, which my Lord Godolphin had brought up- 
on us, by periuading the Queen to pafs ihe Scotch 
(i5l of fecurity. But to return from this digref- 
fion. 

Upon the admiffion of thefe men i.ito employ- 
ments, the court fooii ran into" extremity of Low- 
churth meafurcs ; and although, in the Houfe of 
Commons, Mr. Harky, Sir Simon Harcou^'t-, 
Mr. St, John, and fome others, made great and 
bold ftands in defence of the confkitution, yet they 
Were always borne down by a majority.* 

It was, I think, during this period of time, that 
the Duke of Marlborough, whether by a motive 
of aaibiiion, oc a love of money, or by the rafl% 
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counfcls of his wiic the Dutchefs, made that bold 
iatt^mpt of dcliring the Queen to give hini acorn- 
miffion to be G«.neial fur life. Her M.ijefty's an- 
fwer was. That Ihe would take time to contider it.; 
and, hi the uxan while, the Duke adviicd with 
the Lord Cowper, then Chancellor, about the 
form in which the commiiliori Iholild be drawn. 
The Chancellor, very much to his honour, endea- 
voured to dilluade the Duke from engaging in fo 
dangerous an a£fjir ; and proien:ed he would nevex 
put the g;reat ieal to fuch a commiilioQ. 

But the Queen was highly alarmed at this ex- 
traordinary proceeding in the Duke, and talked to 
a perfon whom /he had then takea into confidence, 
as if fee apprehended an attempt upon t he crown. 
The Duke of Argyle, and one or two more Lords, 
were (as I have been told) in a very private man- 
ner brought to the Queen. This Duke was undei^ 
great obligations to the Duke of Marlborough, 
who had placed him in a high ftation in the army, 
preferred many of his fi»iend5i atid procured him 
the garter. But, his unquiet and ambitious fpirit,. 
cever eafy while there was any one above him, 
made him» upon ibme trifling rei^ntments, con- 
ceive an inveterate hatred againft his General. 
When he wai coofulted what courfe fhould be ta- 
ken upon the Duke of Marlborough*s requed to be 
General for life ; and whether any danger might 
be apprehended from the refufal ; 1 was told, he 
luddenly anfwered^ That her Majefty need not be 
JO pain ; for, he would undertake, whenever {lie 
commanded, to feize the Duke at the headof his 
troops, and' bring him away either dead or alive. 

About this time happened the famous trial oF 

Dr. Sachevet-el, which arofe from a fbolifh paflloa- 

ate pique of. the Ei*rl of .Gbdolphin, whom this 

divine wtis fuppofed, in a fermon, to have reflected 

j^fk under the name of Volptme^ as my Lord Som- 

^€r$g D St^ moatbt aftfijr> confcffed to uie ; and, 

> at 
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the fame time, that he had earneftly, and is 
n endeavoured, to diiTuade the Earl from that 
:inpt. However, the impeachment went on in 

form and manner which every body knows, 
1 therefore there neecl not be any thing faid of it 
c. 

At, Harley, who came up to town during the 
cot the impeachment, wa?, by the intervention 
Mrs. Mafham, privately brought to the Queen, 
', in fome meetings, eafity convinced her Ma« 
? of the difpofitions of her people, as they ap- 
red in the courie of that trial in favour of the 
rch, and againft the meafures of thofe in her 
rice. It was not without a good deal of diffi* 
y, that Mr. Harley was able to procure this 
■ate accefs to the Queen, the Dutchefs of Marl- 
ough, by her cmiflaries, watching all the ave- 
8 to the back- flairs, and upon all occafions, 
overing their jealoufy of him ; whereof he told 
a paflage, no other wife worth relating, than as 
ives an idea of an infolent, jealous minifter, who 
i-d whpliy ingrofs the power aiid favour of 

Sovereign, Mr. Harley, upon his removal 
n the Secretary's office, by the intrigues of 
Duke of Marlborough and the Earl ot GodoN 
n, as I have above related, going out of town, 
met by the latter of thefe t^o Lords near Ken- 
[ton-gate. The Earl, in a high fit of jealoufy, 
s immediately to the Queen,, reproaches her 
privately feeing Mr. Harley, and was hardly fo 
1 as to be convinced with her Majtfty's frequent 
iteftations to the contrary. 

Thcfe ful'picions, I fay, made it hard fdr hf r 
jcfty and Mr. Harley to have private interviews; 
thcr had he made ufe of the opporiunities he ' 
twiih to open himfelffo much to her, as rtie * 
mcd to expert, and ddired ; although ^'If5. 
ifham, in right of her (lation in the bed cham- 
•, bad taken all proper occafions of pur^uingi 
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what Mr. Harley had begun. In this critical jutrc- 
turc, the Queen hemmed in. and as it were impri- 
foned, by the Dutchefs of Marlborough and her 
creatures, was at a lofs how to proceed. One e- 
venbg a letter was brought to Mr. Harley, all dir- 
ty, and by the hand of a very ordinary meflenger ; 
he read the fuperfcription, and faw it was the 
Queen's writing ; he fent for the meflenger, who 
faid he knew not whence the letter came, but that 
it was delivered him by an under- gardener, I for- 
get whether of Hampton court or KenGngton, 
The letter mentioned the difficulties her^JVIajefty 
was under, blaming him for not fpeaking wi:h 
more -freedom, and more particularly, and defiring 

. his aflillance. With this encouragement he went 
more frequently, although ftill as private as pofli- 
ble, to the back-ftairs ; and from that time began 
to have entire credit with the Queen. He then 
told her of the dangers to her crown, as well as to 
the church and monarchy itfelf, from the councils 
and adtions of fome of her fcrvants: That fhe 
ought gradually to leflcn the exorbitant power of 
the Duke and Dutchefs of Marlborough, and the 
Earl ot Godolphin, by taking the difpofiiion of 
employments into her own hands : That it did not 
become her to be a flave to a party; but to reward 
thofe who may deferve by their duty and loyalty, 
whether they were fuch as were called of the High- 
church or Low- church. In fliort whatever views 
he had then in his own breaft ; or how far foever 
he intended to proceed, the turn of his whole dif- 
courie was intended, in appearance, only to put 
the Queen upon what they called a moderating 
fcheme ; which however made To fhong an im- 
preilion upon her, that when this minifter, led by 
fhe ncceffity of affairs, the general difpofition of 
the oeople, and probably by his own inclinations, 
put Iier Majefty upon going greater lengths than 

^e Jiad jSrii intended, it put h\tt\ MV^otv \tvciumer- 
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able difficulties, and feme infiiperable ; as ws {hall 
fee in the progrefs oF this change. 

Her Majefty. purluant to Mr. Harley's advice, 
refolved to difpofc of the firrt great tmpl ymcnc 
-that fell, according to her owfi ple.iiurc, wir.v>iic 
conluUing any of her minifters. To put this in 
execution, an opportunity foon happened by the 
death of the Earlof Eflex, whereby the liLUicnancy 
of the tower became vacant. It was agreed between 
the Queen and Mr, Harlcy, that the Eiil Rivers 
fhould go immediately to the Duke of Mariboi\)i-.:.li 
and dcfire his Grace's good offices with the (^nccu 
to procure him that poft. The End went i-.ccor- 
dingly, was received with abundance of profcfllons 
of kiodnefs by the Duke, who faid the lieuren.^iicy 
of the tower was not worth his Lordfhip's accep- 
tance, and deiired him to' think of fomething tile. 
The Earl ftill infifted, and the Duke ftill continued 
to put him ofF; at length Lord Rivers dcfircd his 
Grace's conlent to let bin? go himfclf and beg this 
favour of the Quecp, and hoped lie might tell her 
Majcfty, his Grace had no objedlion to hi - . Aliih's 
the Duke readily agreed to> as a matter of no conic- 
quence. The Earl went 10 the Queen, who ipiime- 
diately gave orders for his coiuiuifiion. He had 
not long left the Queen's prefence, when the Duke 
of Marlborough, luipc^ing nothing that would 
happen, went to the Qnccn, told her the licuie- 
nan.y of the iXywcv fallin^^ void by the death of the 
Earl of Eflex, he hoped her Mjorty would beftow 
it upon the Duke of Northucnbeiland, and give the 
Oxford regiment, then commandtd by that Duke, 
to the Earl ot Hertford. The Queen i\\ x], he was 
come too late ; that Jlie had alre;ufy graiitcd the 
U.utcnancy to Earl Ri.as, who h.id' tokl her that 
he (the Dak-.) h »d no objiCtio:! to hiin. Tiic 
Duke, much luvpriivd ar rhis ne^v ni.\nncr of trc.it- 
mcnt, and- making compltjnis in h'- I',1.\k*<V*^''o ^yc- 
fence, w^s Iioircvcr lorciXl to lubmit. 
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The Queen went on by flow <iegrces. Not to 
mention Ibme chang<fs or IciTer monaent, the Gukc 
of Kent was forced to compound for his chan^ber- 
lain's fbafF, which was given to the Duke ot Shrcwf- 
bury, while the Earl of Godolphin was o.ut of 
town, I think at Newmarket : His Lordihip, on 
the iirft news, came immediately up to court ; but 
the thing was done, and he made as. good a coun- 
tenance to the Duke of Shrewfbui;^ as he was ca- 
pable of. The circumftanccs of the Earl of 8un/- 
<ierland's removal, and the reafons alledged, arc 
known enough* His ungovernabk temper had p- 
verfwayed him^ to fail in jiis refpedts to lier Majef- 
^y's perfon. 

Mean-time both parties flood at gaze, not know- 
ing to what thefe i&e;ps would lead, or where they 
would end. The Earl of Wharton, then in Ire- 
land, being deceived by various intelligence from 
•lience, endeavoured to hide his uneaflneis as well a9 
he could. Some of his fanguine correQpondents had 
fcnt him word, that the Queen began to flop her 
Jiand, a-.d the church party to dtfpond. - At the 
fame time, the Duke of .Shrewibury happened to 
^end him a letter filled with great expreiHons of ci«' 
^ilityi Tiic Earl wa« fo weak upon reading it, as 
-to cry out before two or three ftandcrs-by, " Damn 
** him, he is making fair weather with mc ; bur, 

.<« by G d, I will have his head." 

, But thefe fhort hopes were foon blafled, by tak- 
ting the Treafurer's ftafiF from the Earl of Godol- 
phin ; which was done in a manner not very gra« 
cious, her M»jc% lending him a letter hy a very 
ordinary meflenger, commanding him to. break it. 
The Treafurywas immediately put into com miffion, 
•with Earl Powlet at the head ; but Mr. Harlcy, who 
was one of the number, *:and at theikmc time made 
'Chancellor of the Exchequer, was already iuppofed 
to prcfide behind the curtain. 

Upon 
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Upon the fail of th«t great miniftcrand favoor- 
ritc, thai whole party became diipiri^edi and . tmcd 
to e^pcSt the word that couid follow^ The harl 
of Wharton immediately defiped, and obtained 
leave, to come for England, leaving that kingdom, 
where he had blehavcd himfelf with the utmoft' 
profligatenefs, injuftice, arbkrary proceedings, and 
corruption, wkh the hatred and deteftation of all 
good men, even of his own party^ 

And here, becauTc my coming, into the know- 
ledge of the new minif^ry began about ih time, I 
mail digpefs a hale, to relate fome> cir<:uml^ance»- 
previous to ir. 

Although I-hadbeen. for many years before no 
firanger to the court, and had made the nature of 
government, a great part of my ftudy, yet I had 
dealt very little with politics, either in writing or ' 
a<5ting, until about a year before the late King 
Wiiiiam's death ; when, returning with the Eari- 
of Berkeley from Ireland, and falling upon the 
fvbjeA of the ^vc great Lords, who were then 
impeached for high- crimes and mifdemeanors, by 
the Houfe of Commons, I happened to (iiy, that 
the fame manner of> proceeding, at lead as it ap- 
peared to me from the news we received of it in 
Ireland, had ruined the liberties of A<hens and 
Rome, and-that it might be eafy to prove it from 
Jiiftory, Soon after I went to London, and, in a 
few weeks, drew up a difcourfe, under the title of 
The Contejls and Diffentions of the Nobles aiid Commons 
in Athfens and Roniey. with the consequences they had 
upon both thofe States, This difcourfe I fent very pri- 
vately to the prcfs, with the ftridteft injunctions to 
conceal the author, and returned immediately to 
my refidence in' Ireland^ The book was greedily 
bought, and read ; and charged fome time upon 
my Lord Sommers, and fome time upon the Bi(hop 
df Salilbury; the httcr of whom told mc a^tt- 
wards, that he was forced to difown k ma.Ntt'^ 



i6 MEMOIRS relating ta tB'e Change 

public manner, for fear of an impeachmedt, 
wherewith J^e was threatened *, 

lit turning next year for England, and hearing 
of the great approbation this piece h^d received,. 
(which was the firft 1 ever printed f), I muihcon* 

" fcfs, the vanity of a young man prevailed w}th me,- 
to let myftlf be known for the author: Upoa' 
xvhich my Lord Sommers arid Hallifax, as well at 
the Bifhop above mentioned, defired ray jacquain- 
tance, with great marks of eftctm and profefiions 
of kindnefs : Not to mention the Earl of Sunder- 
land, who had been of my old acquaintance. They 
larricnted that they were not able to ferve me fincc 
the death of . the King, and were very liberal in 
promiilng me the greatcll preferments I could hopc^ 
for, if ever it came in their power. I fbon gre«^ 
domeftic v/ith Lord Hallifax, and was as often with- 
Lord iSommers, as the formality of his nature (the 
only unconvcrHble fauli he had) made it agreeable 
to me. 

It was then I began to troubk myfelf with the- 
dilTcrence between the principles of Whig and'To^ 
ly; having formtily employed myfelf in other^ 
iukI, i think, much better fpeculations. I talked of- 
ten upon thisfubjedt with Lord Sommers ; toicihiin,. 
that, having been long converfant with the Greek 

• sind Roman authors, and therefore a lover of liberty, 
I found myfelf much inclined to be what they cal- 
led a Whig in politics; and that, bcfides, I thought ft 

• J^t^e Swift's cfiay upon the life, writings, and charaftcr of Dr. 
Jcna;han Swi'.t, chap. vi. p. 121, where there is a droll, pleafant 
dir.l(.gue, bctvvcea Dr. Swift and Bi.hop Sheridan, relating to thit 
iaro us traft. 

•f Mtar.ing the firft political piece he had «ver printed \ otherwife 
it is not ivue. For, the Ta'e of a Tub, and the Battle oT the 
B;.oks, wtrc prime;, in or abcut the year 1697. Or, perhap*. Dr. ^ 
Swiftj having not thought proper to acknowledge himfclf the authcnr 
of thofe pitcjs, imaj^^^.n-d he had a tight to fay, thia difcourfe was 
the firft he had ever piinced j two or three poems, in the Atheniaa 
Orach, v.-k'-ch iver- /•r.'nfe'i when he was a very young man, being 
j.at worth his ;tiJJCi«brftacc, 
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impoflible, upon any other principle, to dtfcnd or 
fubmit to the Revolution : But, as to religion, I 
confeffed myfelf to be an High-churchman, and th.it 
I did not conceive how any one who wore the habit 
of a clergyman, could be othcrwife : That I had 
obfcrved very well with what infolence and haughti- 
nefs fomc Lords of the High-cbiirch party treated 
not only" their own chaplains, but all other clergy- 
men whatfoever, and thought this was fufficicnt- 
ly rccompenfed by their pro^cllions of zeal to 
the church : That I had likewife obfcrved how tlic 
Whig Lords took a direct contrary mcafure, treat- 
ed the perfons of particular clergymen with great 
courtefy, but (hewed -much ill will and contempt 
for the order in general : That I knew it was ne- 
ceflary for their p«irty, to make their bottom as 
vide as they could, by taking all denominations of 
Proteftants to be members of iheir body: That I 
would not enter into the mutual reproaches made 
by the violent, men on either fide ; but, that the 
connivance, or encouragement, given by the Whigs 
to thofe writers of pamphlets, who reflefted upon . 
the whole body of the clergy, without any excep- 
tion, would unite the church, as one man, to op- 
pofe them : And-, that I doubted his^ Lordfliip*s 
friends did not confider the confequence of this. . 
My Lord Sommers, in appearance, entered very- 
warmly into the fame opinion, and faid very much . 
of the endeavours he had often ufed to redrefs that 
evil I complained of. This his LordChip, as well 
as my Lord Halifax, (to whom I have talked in - 
the fame mandcr) can very well remember : And . 
I have indeed been told by an honourable gentle- 
man of the fame parry, that both their Lordfhips, 
about the time of Lord Godolphin's removal, did, 
upon occafion, call to mind what I had faid to them » 
five years before. 

In my journeys to England I continued upoYi the 
fame foot of acquaintance with the two Lnds UVt 
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nicniioncd, until the lime of Prince George's deatBy 
\vhen the Queen, who, as is before related, had . 
ioi- feme years favoured that parry, now made 
Lord Somnitrs Prefnitni of the council, and the 
J'.arl of Wharton Lieutenant of Ireland. Being 
then in London, I received letters from feme Bi- 
ihops of Leland, to follicit the E-arl of WhartolB' 
about the remittal of the ^rft-fruits and. tenths 
to the clergy there, which the Queen had long pro- 
mi fed, and wherein I had been employed before, 
with ibme hopes of fucccTs from the Earl of Go- 
dolphin. It is the firft time I ever was in company. 
with the Earl of Wharton; he received me with 
J'uflicijnt coldnefs. and anfwered the rcqueft I made 
in behalf of the clergy with very poor and lame cx- 
cufts, which amounted to a refufal. I complained 
of this ufage to Lord Sommers, who would needs 
bring .us together to his houfc, and prefent me to 
him ; where he received me as dryly as before. 

It was every body*s opinion, that the Earl of 
Wharton would endeavour, when he went to Ire- 
land, to take off the teft, as a ftep to have it taken 
off here: Upon whicK I drew up and printed a. 
pa'iiphlcl, by way of a letter from a member of 
parliament here, (hewing the danger to the church 
byfuch an intent. Although I took all care to be 
private, yet iheXieuicnant's chaplain, and fome o- 
thers, gueflld me to be the author, and told his 
Excellency thptr fufpicions ; whereupon I faw him 
no mi)re until I went to Ireland. At my taking 
leave of Lord Sommers, he defired I would carry a 
lencr from him to the Earl of Wharton, wljich I 
ablbhucly refufed •, yet he ordered it to be left at 
my lodgings. 1 flaid fome months in Leicefter- 
fhne ; went to Ireland ; and, immediately upon 
my landing, retired to my country-parilh, without 
iVeing The Lieutenant,, or any other perfon ; refolv- 
ing to fend him Lord Sommers'^ letter by the poft. 
But, being called up to town, by the inceffant en- 
treaties 
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treaties of my fricods, I went and delivered mj let- 
ter, and immediatelj withdrevr. During the great- 
cfl part of his goyernment, I lived in the country, 
faw the Lieutenanant very fcldoni when I came to 
town, nor ever entered into the ieaft degree of 
confidence with him, or his friends, except his fc- 
cretary Mr. Addifon^ who had been my old and 
intimate acquaintance. 

Upon the news of great changes here, he affect- 
ed very much to carefs me, which I undcrftood 
well enough to have been an old praflice with 
him, in order to render men odious to the church- 
party. 

I mentioned thefe infignificant particulars, as it 
will be eafily judged, for fome reafons that are 
purely perfonal to myfelf ; it having been objected 
by feveral of thofe poor pamphleteers, who have 
blotted fo much paper to fhew their malice againft 
me, that I was a favgurerof the low-party. Where- 
as it hath been manifeft to all m^n,' that, during 
the higheft dominion of that fadion, i had pub- 
lifhed ieveral traAs in oppodtion to the meafures 
then taken : For inftance, A Projeft for the Re- 
formation of Manners, in a letter to ihe Countcft 
of Berkeley ; theientiments of a church of England 
man ; an argurnent againfl aboliihing Chriflianity ; 
and, laftly, a letter to a member of parliament a- 
gainft taking off* the ted: in Ireland, which I have 
already mentioned to have been publifhed at the 
time the Earl of Wharton was fetting out to his 
government of that kingdom. But thofe who are 
loud and violent in coSeehoufes, although general- 
ly they do a caufe more hurt than good, yet wiil 
feldom allow any other tocrit ; and it is not to 
fuch as thefe that L attempt to vindicate myfelf. 

About the end of Auguft 1710, I we it for Eng- 
land, at th'e defire, ancf by the appointment of the 
Archbiihops' and Bifhops of that kingdom ; under 
whofe hands I had a commiflioQ to follicit, in con- 
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junftion with two bifhops who were then in Lon- 
don, the firft-fruits and twenricths to the clergy, 
which had been many years folicited in vain. Upon 
my arrival in town, I found ihe two bifhops were 
gone into the country ; whereupon I got myfelf in- 
troduced to Mr. Harley, who was then Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, and afted as fhrft minifter. He 
received me with great kindnefs ; told me that he 
and his friends had long expefted my arrival; and, 
upon fhewihg my commiffion, immediately under- 
took to perform it, which he accordingly did in left 
than three weeks, having fettled it at five meetings 
with the Queen, according to a fcheme I offered' 
him, and got me the Queen's promife for a further 
and more important favour to the clergy of Ire- 
land ; which the bifhops there, deceived by mifin- 
formation, not worth mentioning In this paper, pre- 
vented me from bringing to a good iffue. 

"When the affair of the firft-fruits was fully dif- 
patched, I returned my humble thanks to Mr. Har- 
Jey, in the name of the clergy of Ireland, and of 
my own, and offered to take my leave, as intend- 
ing immediately to return to that kingdom. M". 
Harley told me, he and his friends knew very well* 
what ufeful things I had written againft the prin- 
ciples of the late difcarded faflion ; and, that my 
perfonal efteem for feveral among them, wouldnot 
make me a favourer of their caufe: That there 
was now entirely a new fcene : 'i*hat the Qu^een was " 
refolved to employ none but thofe who were friends 
to the conftitution of church and ftate : That their 
great difficulty lay in the want of fome good pen, 
to keep up the fpirit raifed in the people, to affert 
the principles, and juflify the proceedings of the 
new minifters. * Upon that fuhje5l he f elf into fome 
perfinal civilities ^ which will not become me to repvat% 

• Thcfc words printed in Italics are e afcd In the ongioal^ per- 
haps to^ avoid the UDputation o^ Tasitj, 
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He added, That this province was in the hands of 
ieveral perfons, among whom fome were too bufy» 
and others too idle, to purfue it; and concluded, 
that it fhould be bis particular care to eflabliih me 
here in England, and repreient me to the Queen 
as a perfbn they could not be widiout. 

I promifed to do my endeavours in that way for 
fome few months ; to which he replied, He cxpcft- 
cd DO more ; and that he had otiier and greater 
occafions for me. 

Upon the rife of this Mini ft ry, the prin ip.;I 
perfons in power thought it njecc/TTry tliai fome 
weekly paper fliould be publiiheJ, with juft reflec- 
tions upon former proceedings, and d fi.:rling the 
prefent meafures of her Majtfty. ! his was bcj>ua 
about the time of the Lord Godolphin's rcui.w.ji, 
under the name of the Examiner. About a dozen 
of thc/e papers, written with much fpirit and Iharp- 
ncCs, fome by Mr. Secretary St. John, fiiice Lord 
Bolingbroke ; others by Dr. Atierbury, (incvf Bi- 
fliop of Rochefterj and others again by M' Prior, 
Doctor Friend. &c. were publifhed with great ap- 
plaufe. But thefe gentlemen grown weary of the 
work, or othcrwifc employed, the determination 
was, that I fhould continue it, which I did accord- 
ingly about eight months. But my (lile being foon 
difcovercd, and having contrafted a great number 
of enemies, I let it fall into other hands, who he'd 
it up in fome manner until her Majefty's death. 

It was Mr. Harley's cuftom, every Saturday, that 
four or five of his mofl intimate friends, among 
thofe he had taken in upon the great change made 
at court, fliould dine at his houlc ; and, after a- 
bout two month's acquaintance, I had the hcinour 
always to be one of the oumber. This company, 
at firft, confifted only of the Lord keeper Hax- 
court, the Earl Rivers, the E irl of Pcterborow, 
Mr. Secretary St. Jobj}, and myfclf: And \\tt^, 
i af/ry dinner, they uCed to difcourie, and CiviVt ovM* 
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tcrs of great importance. Scvcrdl other Lordr 
were aftcrward»> by degrees^ admitted ; as, the 
Dukes of Ormood, Shrewfbury, and Argylc; the 

Earls of A y, Dartmouth, and P— ^t ; tha 

Lord B y, &c. Thefc meetings we always coq- 

tinued, except when the Qiieen was at Windfor j 
but, as ihcy grew more numeitjus, became of Icfs 
confequencc ; and ended only in drinking and ge- 
neral converfation ; of which 1 m^y, perhaps, have 
occafion to fpeak hereafter. . 

My early appearance at thefe meetings, whkh 
many thought to be of greater confequence than 
really they were, could. not be concealed, although- 
I ufed all my endeavours to that purpofe. This 
gave the occaliori tp fome great men, who thought 
me already in the fecret, to complain to mejof the 
fufpicions^ entertained by many of our- friends in 
relation to Mr. Harley, even before he was Lord 
Treafurer ; fo early weie fown thofe leeds oi ilif- 
content, which afterwards grew up lo high. 1 he 
caufe of their complaint was, That To great a num- 
ber of the adverfe party continued in employment;- 
and fome particularly the Duke of Somerfec and 
Earl of Cholmondely, in great ftations at court. 
They could not believe Mr. Harley was in earncft ; 
but that he defigned to conftitute a moily coropre- 
henfive adminiftration, which they fard the king- 
dom would never endure. I was once invited to a 
meeting of fome Lords and gentlemen, where thefe 
grievances were at large related to me, with an ear- 
ned defire that I would reprefent them in the moft" 
refpedtful manner to Mr. Harley, upon a fuppofi- 
tion that 1 was in high credit with him. I excufed 
myfelf from fuch an office upon the newnefs of my 
acquaintance with Mr. Harley ; however, L repre- 
fcnted the matter fairly to him j againft which he 
argued a good deal, from the general reafons of 
politicians ; the neceffity of keeping men in hopesi 
th^ danger of ilifpbliging ihofe viho m\x&. ttmala. 
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vnprovided for, and the like ufual topics among 
/htefmen. But there was a fecret in this matter, 
«rhich neither I, nor indeed any of his moft inti* 
mate£riends, were then apprifed of; neither did 
le, at that time, enter with me further than to af* 
brc me very folemnly, That no perfon fhould have 
he fmalleft employment, either, civil or military, 
vhofe pi inciples were not firm for the church and 
Qonarchy. 

However, thefe over moderate proceedings in 
he court, gave rife to a party in the Houfe of 
Commons, which appeared under the name of the 
^^ober'club\ a fantaflic appellation, found out to dif* 
iDguifli a number of country gentlemen, and their 
dherents, who profeffed in the greateft degree 
rhat was called the High- church principle. They 
,rew in number to almofl a third part of the houfe» 
leld their meetings at certain times and places, and 
bcrc concerted what meafures they were to take in 
arliament. They proft^ffed their jealoufy of the 
ourt and miniAry ; declared, upon all occafions, 
icir deiire of a more general change, as well as of 
flridl: inquiry into former mifmanagement ; and 
:emed to expedl, that thofe in power fhould open- 
' avow the old principles in church and Aate. I 
as then of opinion, and ftill continue fo, that if 
lis body of men could have remained fome time 
nited, they would have put the crown under a ne* 
:flity of acting in a more Aeady and flrenuous 
ianner. But Mr. Harley, who beft knew the dif- 
ofitton of the Queen, was forced to break their 
leafurcs ; which he did by that very obvious con- 
ivance of dividing them among themfelves, and 
rndering them jealous of each other The mini- 
crs gave every where out, that the Oftober-club 
rcre their friends, and a^led by their diredtions ; 
3 confirm which, Mr. Secretary bt. John, and 
Av B , afterwards Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, public!/ dlaed with them at one of iVkcVi: tatcx- 
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ings. Thus were eluded all the confcquenccs of 
that aflemiily ; although a remnant of them, ii^ho 
conceived thcoifelvcs betrayed by the reft, did aftci> 
"Wards meet under the denomination of the March* 
club, but wiihout any effcft. 

The partiament, which then rofe, had been cho- 
ftn without any endeavours from the court, to fe- 
cure ekftha^ns ; neither, as I remember, were any 
of the lieutenancies changed throughout the king* 
dom. For the trial of Dr. Sacheverel had raifed, 
or difcovcred, fucli a fpirit in all parts, that the 
tninifters could very (afely leave the eledlors to 
themfelves, and thereby gain the reputation of afl> 
ing by i free parliament. Yet this proceeding was-, 
by feme refin^srs of both parties, numbered among 
ihe ftrains of Mr. Harlcy's politics, who was laid 
to avoid an over- great majority, which is apt to be 
tinruly, and not enough under the management of 
a miniftry. But, from the fmall experience I have 
of courts, I have ever found refinements to be the 
worft lort of aU conjedturcs ; and from this one occa* 
fion I take leave to obfcrve, that of fome hundreds 
of fadls, for the real truth of which I can account, 
I never yet knew any refiner to be once ih the right, 
I have already told, that the true reafon why the 
court did not intcrpofe in matter of eledtions, was, 
becaufe they thought ihemfclves fure of a majority, 
and therefore could acquire reputation at a cheap 
i*are. Befides, Tt iifterwards appeared upon fome 
, exigehcits. which the court had much at heart, 
that i\\<s v/crc more than once like to fail for want 
of numbers. Mr. Harley, in order to give credit 
to hib adminiftration, refolved upon two very im- 
pcrrant points ; fiift, to fccure the unprovid;:*d iieb(s 
of the nation ; and, (ccondly, to put an end to the 
w.ir. Of the methods he took to compafs both 
thofe ends, I liave treated at large in another work: 
I liiall only obferve, that while he was preparing to 
opca to thv Ho\^fc of Commons his fchecnc for (e- 
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caring the public debts, he was (Vabbed by the Mar- 
qais de Guifcard, while he was fitting in the coun- 
cil-chamber at the Cockpit, with a committee of 
nine or ten Lords of the cabinet, met on purpofe 
to examine the Alarquis, upon a difcovery of s 
treafonable correfpondence he held with France. 

This fadl was fo uncommon in the manner and 
circumftances of it, ithat although it be pretty well 
known at the time I am now writing, by a printed 
account, toward which I f umifhed the author with 
feme materials, yet I thought it would not be pro- 
per wholly to omit it here. The aiTaffin was feized 
by Mr. Harfey's order, upon the eigth of March 
1710-11; and, brought before the committee of 
Lords, was examined about his corrpfponding with 
France : Upon his denial Mr. Harley produced a 
leuer, which he could not deny to be his own 
hand. The Marquis, prepared for mifchief, had 
conveyed a penknife into his pocket, while the mef- 
fcnger kept him attending in one of the offices be- 
low. Upon the furprife of his letter appearing a- 
gainft him, he came fuddenly behind Mr. Harley, 
and reaching his arm round, ftabbed that minifter 
hiio the middle of the breafl, about a quarter of 
an inch above the cartilago enfiformis ; the' penknife 
ftriking upon the bone, and otherwife obflru^led 
by a thick embroidered waiftcoat, broke fhort at 
the handle, which Guifcard ftill grafped and re- 
doubled his blow, l^he confufion upon this acci- 
dent is eaiier conceived than defcribcd : The refult 
was, that the Marquis, whether by the wounds gi- 
ven him by fome of the Lords, or the bruifes he 
received from the mcflcngers while they were feiz- 
ing him, or the ncgleft of his furgeon ; or that, 
being unwilling to live, he induftrioufly concealed 
one of his wounds ; he died in a few days after. 
But Mr. Harley, after a long illnefs, and frc- 
ciuent ill Tymptoms, had the good fortune to re- 
cover. 

Voz.XII. C Gmfcai^ 
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. Gaifcard was the younger brother o£ the Count 
of that name, a very honourable and worthy per- 
fon, formerly governor of Namur. But this baar- 
qnis was a reproach to his family, proftitute in hia 
morals, impious in religion, and a trajtcfr to his 
prince : As to the re(l, of a very poor undcrftand- 
mg, and the moft tedious, trifling ulker, I eve^ 
coQverfed with. He was grown needy by fquan- 
dering upon his vices, was become conten^ptibl^ 
both here and in Ilofland, his regiment taken from 
him, and his penfion retrenched ; the defpair of 
which firil put him upon his French correfpond* 
ence ; and the difcovery of that drove him into 
madnefs. 1 had known him fome years \ and, meet- 
ing him upon the Alall a few hours before his exa- 
mination, I obferved to a friend then with me, that 
t wondered to fee Guifcard pafs fo often by without 
tuking notice of me. But although, in the latter 
part of his life, his countenance grew cloudy e- 
nough, yet I confefe I never fufpeftcd him to be a 
man of refolution^ or cotirage, fufficient to bear 
Ibim out in fo dcfpcrate an attempts 

I have fome very good reafons to know, that the 
firfl mifunderftanding between Mr. Harley and Mr^ 
St, John, which afterwards had fuch unhappy con- 
fequences upon the public affairs, took its rife da- 
ring the time that the former lay ill of his wounds, 
and his recovery doubtful. Mr. St. John afie£ted 
to fay in feveral companies, that Guifcard intended 
tlie blow againft -him ; which, if it were true, the 
confequence mufi: be, that Mr. St. John had all the 
merit, while Mr. Harley remained with nothing 
but the danger and the pain. But I am apt to 
think, that Mr. St. John was either miftaken or 
mifinformed : However, the matter was thus re- 
()refented in the weekly paper called the Examiner, 
which Mr. St. John perufed before it was printed, 
but made no alteration in that pa0age. 

This 
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This management was looked upon, at lead, as a 
piece of youthful indifcretion in Mr. St. John ; aqd 

BThaps was repcefented in a worfe view to Mr. 
arJcf : Neither am I ahogether Aire, that Mr. &^. 
John did not entertain fome profpeA of Succeeding 
as firft minifter, in cafe of Mi*. Harley's death ; 
which, during his illneis, wa^ freqxiently appre- 
hended. And» I remember very well, that, upon 
Vifiti&g Mr. Harley, as foon as he was in a condi- 
tion to be feen, I found feveral of his ncarc{^ re- 
lations talk very freely of fome proceedings of INIr, 
St. John; enough to make me apprehend, th«iC 
their frieodibip would not be of any long contxmik- 



Mt. Harley, foon after his recovery, was made 
an Earl, and Lord Trcafurcr ; and iJbrd Keeper^ 
aBanm. 
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Four laft Tears of Queen ANNE*s Rcign,. 



LT AVING written the following hiftor^ at 
*^ Windfor, in the happy reign of her Majeftyt 
Queen Anne, of ever glorious, blefled, and im- 
mortal memory ; I f>ak4v«d to publilh it for the 
fatisfaftion of my fellow Aihie£b in the year 1713 ; 
but being under a necelSty of going to Ireland, t<v 
take poffeffion of the Dcanry of St. Patrick's, 
Dublin i I left the original with the miniflers ; and 
having ftaid in that kingdom not above a fortnight^ 
I found at my return, that my Lord Treafurer 
Oxford, and the Secretary my Lord Bolingbroke, 
who were then unhappily upon very ill terms with, 
each other, could not agree upon publifhing it, 
without fonie alterations which I would not fubmit 
to. Whereupon 1 kept it by me until her Ma- 
jehfs dcdthg which happened about a year after. 
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1 have ever fioce preferved the original very 
fafely ; too well knowing what a turn the 
work! would take upon the German fami1y*s fuc- 
ceediog to the crown ; which indeed was their un- 
doubted right, having been eftablifhed folemnly by 
fhe aA of an undifputed parltamenr, brought into 
the Houfe of Comoions by Mr. Harley, who was 
chen fpeaker. 

But, as I have faid in another difcourfe, it was 
very well underftood fome years before her Ma« 
jcfty's death* how the new King would aft imme- 
diately upon his entrance in the choice of thofe 
(and thofc alone) whom he refdved to truft ? and • 
confequently what reports would induftrioufly be 
raifed as well as fpread, to ezpofe the proceedings 
of her Majefty herfelf, as well as of her fervancs ; 
who have been ever fince blafted as enemies to 
the prefent eftablifhment, by the moft ignorant 
and malicious among mankind. 

Therefore, as it was my lot to have been daily 
converfant with the perfoiiis then in power ; never 
abfenc in times of bufinefs or converfation, until a 
flew weeks before her Majefty's death ; and a wit- 
nefs of almoft every- ftep they made in the courfc 
of their adminifiration ; I pnuft have been very un- 
fortunate not to be better informed than thofe mi- 
fcrable pamphleteers^ or their patrons- could pre- 
tend to.- At the fame time, I freely confefs, it 
appeared necef&ry as well as natural, upon fuch a 
mighty change as ihe death of a Sovereign.that thofc 
vpho were to be to power upon the fucceffion, and 
Kfolved to aft in every part by a direft contrary: 
fyftemof politics, ihoukl load their predeceflbrs 
with as much iofamy as the moH inveterate ma- 
lice and envy cQqki fuggcft; Or the moft ftupid 
ignorance aod credulity io. nbcir underling could 
fwallow. J 

Therefore, as I pretend to write with the utmoft 
impartialir/, the following iilAory of thv Soxxt \^^ 
C J ^C9.i:^ 
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years of hcrMajefty^s reign, in order to undeceive 
prejudiced perfons at prcient, as weil as podericy i 
I am pcrfuaded in my own mind, as likewife by the 
advice of my oldeft and wifeft friends, that I amr 
doing my duty to God and man, by endeavouring 
to fct future ages right in their judgement of that 
happy reign ; and, as a faithful hiftorian, I can- 
not fufier falfehoods to run on any longer, not on- 
ly againft all appearance of truth as well as proba- 
bility, but even againft thofe happy events, which 
owe their fuccefs to the very meafttres then fixed io 
the general peace. 

llie materials for this hiftory, befides what I 
have already mentioned, I mean the confidence 
repofed in me for thofe four years, by the chief 
perfons in power, were extracted out of many 
hundred letters, written by our ambaffiidors a- 
broad, and from the anfwers as well as inttrudions 
icnt them by our Secretaries of State, or by the 
firft miniiter the Earl of Oxford. The former 
were all originals, and the latter copies entered into 
books in the Secretary's office, oik of both which 
I collected all that I thought convenient ;: not to 
mention fevend memorials given me by the mini- 
fters at home. Further, I was a conftant witnefs 
and obferver of all that pfi^d, and entered every 
particular of any confequence t^on paper*^ 

I was fo far from having any obligation- to the 
crown, that, on the contrary, her Majefty ifiued a 
proclamation, ofiR^ring 300 1. to any perfon who 
would difcover the author of a certain ihort trea- 
tife *, which the Queen well knew to have been 
written by me. I never received one &illmg from 
the miniftei", or any other prefent, except that of 
a few books ; nor 'did I want their affiftance tofup- 
port me. I very often dined indeed with the Trea- 
ijirer and Secretary ; but, in thofe days, that was' 

f ?ablic ^irtt of the Wbigf. 

not 
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not reckoned a bribe» whatever it may have beea- 
at any time fince. I abfolutelj refufed to be chap- 
lain to the Lord Trcafurer; becaufe I thought it 
would ill become me to be in a ftate of depen« 
dence. 

I iay this to (hew, that I had no other bias than 
my own opinion of perfons and affairs. I preferv* 
ed ieveral of the oppofite party in their employ* 
ments, who were perfons of wit and learn ing» par- 
ticularly Mr Ad^ifon and Mr. Congreve, neither of 
whom were ever in any danger from the Trcafurerv 
who much eftecmed them both; and, bj his Lord- 
ihip*s commands, I brought the latter to dine with 
him. Mr. Steele might have been fafe enough, if 
his continually repeated imUfcretions, and a zeal 
joingled with fcurrUities, had not forfeited all title 
to lenity. 

I know Tery well the numberlcfs prejudices of 
weak and deceived people, as we}l as the malice of 
thoie who, to ferve their own intereft or ambition* 
have caft off all religion, morality, juftice, and 
common decency. However, although perhaps I 
may not be believed in the prefent age, yet I hope 
to be fo in the next, by aH who will bear any 
regard for the honour and liberty of England, if^ 
either of theie fhall then fubfift or not. 9 

I have no intereft or faiclination to palliate the 
miftakes, omiffions, or want of fteadinefs, or un- 
happy mifunderftandings araonga few of thofewho 
then prefided in affairs. 

Nothing is more common thaa the virulence of 
Aiperficial and ill-informed writers, againft the 
conduA of thofe who are now called Prime Mini- 
fters: And, fince fa£):ions appear at prefent to be at 
a greater height than in any former times^, altho*^ 
perhaps, not fo equally poized; it may probably 
concern thofe who are now in their height, if they 
have any regard for their own- memories in future 
ageS| to be lefs warm againft others who Yi^SLtciV^^ 
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differ from them in ibme ftate-opinions. Old per* 
fons remember at Icaft by tradition, the horrible 
prejudices that prevailed againft the firft Earl of: 
Clarendon, whofe charaAer» as it now ftaodf, 
might be a pattern for all minifters; although evea 
Bifliop Burnet of Sarum^ whofe principles, vera- 
cicity, and manner of writing, are fo little c^beein*- 
cd upon many accounts* hath been at the pains to 
vindicate him. 

Upon that irreparable breach between the Trca- 
furer and Secretary Botingbfoke, after my utmoft 
endeavours, for above two year^ to reconcile them; 
I retired to a friend in Berk ihi re, where I ftaid* 
until her Majefty's death ; and then immediately 
returned to my ftation in Dublin, where I conti- 
nued about twelve years without once feeing £ng* 
land. I there often reviewed the following me- 
moirs ; neither changing nor adding, further than 
by corrediing the {^yle : And, if I have been guil- 
ty of any miOakcs, they muft be of fmall moment 
tor it was hardly poflible I could be wrong inform* 
ed, with all the advantages I have already men- 
tioned. 

I fhall not be very uoeafy under the obloquy 
that may.perhaps, be ca{V upon me by the vioknt 
leaders and followers of the prefcnt prevailing 
party. And, yet, I cannot iind the icaft incon* 
iiilence wiih confcience or honour, uipon the death 
of fo excellent a PrinccOs afi her late Ma|eftyt 
for a wife and good man to fubmic, witfa a true 
aiKl loyal heart, to her lawful Proteftant fuccefibr : 
Whofe hereditary title was confiraaed by dhc 
Queen and both houfes of Parliament, with the 
greatefl unanimity, after it had been made an ar- 
ticle in the treaty, that every Prince in our alli- 
ance fhould be a guarantee of that iu^effion. 
Nay> I will venture to go one ftep farther ; that, 
if the negotiators of that peace had been chofen 

out 
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out of the moft profcfled zealots for the intcrcfts 
of the Hanover family, they could not have bound 
up the Freoch King, or the Hollanders* ^more 
AriSlf than the Queen's pleoipotentiaries did in 
confirming the preTent fucceffion ; which was in 
them fo much a greater mark of virtue and loy- 
alty, becaufe they perfedUy well knew, that they 
ihould never receive the leaft mark of favour^ 
when the fucceffioo had taken place. 
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AN 

I N Q, U I R > 

Into the BEHAVlOyH o£ the 
QUEEN ^s LAST MINISTI 

With RelaUiitm to their 

Quarrels among themfclves, and the 
(ign charged upon them of altering 
fucceflion of the Crown. 

JUN£» MDCCZV* 



CINCE the death of the Queen, it was reaibi 
^ enough for me to conclude that I had 
whh all public affairs and fpeculations : Befidei 
fcene and ftation I am in have reduced my thoi 
into a narrow compafi : And being wholly 
eluded from any view of favour under the pr 
adminiftration, upon that inviocible reafon of 
iog been in fome degree of truft and confic 
with the former : I have not found the trani 
very difficult into a private life, for which J 
ben^r qualified both by natnrQ and education* 



Jn INQUIRY into the Behaviour, ice. 35 

The reading and inquiring after news not being 
6he oi^my diverfioDS, having always difliked a mix- 
ed and general converfation, which, howevef it fell 
to my lot, is now ki iny power ib avoid \ and being 
placed by the duties of my funftion at a great dt- 
uante Irotn the feat of bilfincfs ; t am alcogethei* 
ignorant of many Common events which happen la 
the world : Only, firom the little 1 know and hear, 
h is manifeil that the hearts of mod men are 
filled with doubts, t^ears, land jealoufies, or elfe 
^with hatred and rage» to a degree that there (eems 
to be ad amicable commerce between people of 
different parties ; and what the confequences o( 
this may be, let thofe con&der who have contri- 
buted to the caufes \ which, 7 thank God, is no 
concern of mine. 

There are two points. With reference to tliecon-» - 
^duftof the lateminiftry, much infifted on, and little 
underflood by thofe who write or talk upon that 
fubjeA \ wherein! am fufficienily qualified to give 
fatisfadtion ; and would gladly do it» becaufe I fee 
very much weight laid upon each, and moft ment 
Opinions of peffons and things regulated accord- 
ingly. 

About two months t)rfore the Q^ieen's death, 
having lofl: all hop^s of any reconcilement between 
the Treafurer and the reft of the miniftry, I re- 
tired into the cbuntry, to await the iflhe of that 
conflict, which ended, as every one had reafon to 
forcfec, in the Karl of Oxford *s difgrace; to whom 
the Lord Bolingbroke immediately fucceeded as 
iirft minifter: And I was told, that an Earldom 
and the Garter were intended for him in a fort- 
fiight» and the l>cafurcr*8 ftafF againft the next 
feffionof parliament; of which 1 can fay nothing 
certain, being' then in BerkQiire, and receiving this 
account from fome of his friends ; but all thcfc 
fthemes bxamc foon aboriivcj by the death of the 

Queen, 
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Queen, which happened in three days after the 
Earl of Oxford's removal. 

Upon this great event, I took the firft opportu- 
nity of withdrawing to my place of refidence \ and 
rejoiced as much as any man for his Majefty*s quiet 
acceflion to the thi^one, to which I then thought, 
and it has fince appeared indifputable, that the 
peace procured by the late miniftry had, among 
other good effe£ts» been highly inftrumental. 
And, I thank God» I have been ever fince a loyal 
humble fpcftator, during all the changes that have 
happened, although it were no fee ret to any man 
of common fagacity, that his prefent Majefty's 
choice oT his fervants, whenever he {hould hap- 
pen to fucceedy would be determined to thofe who 
mod oppoCcd the proceeding during the four la ft 
years ot his predcceflbr's reign : And» I think, 
there hath not fince happened one particular of 
any moment, which the miniders did not often 
mention at their tables, as what they certainly ex- 
pelled, from the difpoiStions of the court at Ha- 
nover, in conjunflion with the party at home, 
which, upon all occafions, publicly difapproved 
their proceeding*;, excepting only the attainder of 
the Duke of Ormond ; which, indeed, neither 
they nor I, nor, i believe, any one perfon in the 
three kingdoms, did ever pretend to forefee ; and, 
now that it is done, it looks like a dream to thofe, 
who will conGder the noblenefs of his birth, the 
great merits of his ance^lors, and his oMni ; his 
long unlpotttd loyalty, his affability, generofity, 
and fweetnefs of nature. I knew him long and 
well, and, excepting the frailties of his youih> 
which had been for fome years over, and that eafi* 
nels of temper, which did fome:imcs lead him to 
follow the judgement of thofe who had, by many 
degrees, lefs underflanding than himfclf ; I have 
not converfed with a more faultlefs perfon; of 
great jufticc and charity J a true fenfe of religion, 

without 
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richout oftentatioQ ; of undoubted valour, tho- 
roughly ikilled in his trade of a foldier ; a quick 
and ready appreheufion, with a good (hare of un- 
derftaading, and a general knowledge in men and 
hiflory, although under fome difadvantage by aa 
mvincible modefly, which however could not but 
render him yet more amiable to thofe who had the 
honour aad happioe(s of being thoroughly ac- 
qoainCed with him. This is a ihort imperfeA cha- 
rader of that great perfon the Duke of Ormond, 
who is now attainted for high treafon ; and, there- 
fore. I (hall not prefume to offer one iyllablc in his 
vindication, upon that head, againft the decision of 
a parliament. Yet this, I think, may be allowed 
me to believe, or at leaft to hope, that when, by 
the diredt and repeated commands of the Queen, 
his miftrefs^ he committed thofe faults for which 
he hath now forfeited hiscountry^ his titles, and 
his fortune ; he no more conceived himfelf to be 
a&ing high treafon, than he did when he was 
wounded and a prifoner at London, for his fovc- 
Tciga King William, or when he took and burned 
the enemy's fleet at Vigo. 

Upon this occaiion, although I am fendble it is 
an old precept of wifdom, to admire at nothing in 
human life, yet I coniider at the fame time, how 
eafily fome men arrive to the practice of this max- 
im, by the help of plain ftupidity or ill- nature, 
without any drain of philofophy \ and, although 
the uncertainty of human things be one of tha 
mull; obvious refledUons in morality; yet, fuch un-* 
expedted, fudden, and Ognal inftances of it, as have 
lately happened among us, are fp much out of the 
ufual form, that a wife man may, perhaps, be al- 
lowed to dart and look aiid<^, as at a fudden and 
violent clap of thuudcr, which is much more fre- 
quent, and more natural. 

And here I cannot but lament my own particu- 
lar misfortune ; wbo^ having Goglcd out ihr«c per- 

VoL.Xn. D lous 
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fons from among the reft of cnankind, on ^hofe 
friendihip and protcftion I might depend j whofe 
converfation I moft valued, and chiefly confined 
myfelf to ; Ihould live to fee them all, within thcf 
compafs of a year, accufed of high treafon ; two 
of them attainted and in exile, and the third under 
his trial, whereof God knows what may be the if- 
fuc. As my own heart was free- from all treafona- 
ble thoughts, fo I did little imagine myfelf to be 
^perpetually in the company of traitors. But the 
fajbion of this vforld pajfeth away. Having already 
faid fomething of the Duke of Ormond, I fhaft 
:idd a little towards the characters of the other two. 
It happens to very few men, in any age or country, 
to come into the world with fo many advantages of 
nature and fortune, as the late Secretary Boling- 
broke : Defcended from the bcft families in Eng- 
land, heir to a great patrimonial eftate, of a found 
coaflitution, and a moft graceful, amiable pedbn : 
But all thefc, had they been of equal value, were 
infinitely below, in degree, to the accompliftiments 
of his mind, which was adorned with the choiceft 
gifts that God hath yet thought fit to beftow upon 
the children of men ; a ftrong memory, a clear 
judgement, a vaft range of wit and fancy, a tho- 
rough comprehenfion, an invincible eloquence, with 
a moft agreeable elocution. He had well cultivated 
aU thefe talents by travel and ftudy, the latter of 
which he feldom omitted, even in the midft of his 
plcafures, of which he had indeed been too great 
and criminal a purfuer : For, although he was per- 
fuaded toJeave off intemperance in wine, which he 
did for fome time to fuch a degree, that he feemed 
rather abftqmiouf; ; yet he was faid to allow himielf 
other liberties, which, can by no means be reconcil- 
ed KQ religion or morals ; whereof I have reafon to 
believe, he began to be i(;nfible. But he was fond 
of miaung pleafure and bufinefs, and of being e- 
ileemed excellent at both \ upon Avhicb account he 

had 
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]iad'a great refpcft for the chara£^ers ofAlcihladcs 
and Petronius, efpecially the latter^ whom he would 
gladly be thought to refemble. His detra£^or» 
charged .him with fome degree of a(lc£ttition, aadf 
perhaps, not altogether without grounds ; fmce it 
was hardly pofUble for a young nHin,- with half the 
biiiinei's ot the nation upop him, and the applaufo 
of the whals, to cfcape fome tindlure of that infir- 
mity. He had been early bred to bufine(«> was a^ 
xuoft artful negotiator, and perfectly underdood fo- 
reign affairs* But what I have often wondered at 
in a man of his temjier^-was his prodigious appli- 
cation, whenever hq thought it nece^ary ; for. he 
woukl plod whole days annd nights, like the loweft' 
dcrk in an office. His talent of fpeaking ia public»« 
for which he was fo very^much celebrated, I^know 
nothing of> except from the informations of others ;» 
but underftandiog. men» of both parties, have af- 
fured me, that, in this point, - in their« memory and* 
judgment, he was never equalled. 

The E^irl of Oxford is a perfon of as much vir- 
tue, as can ppiGbly confift with the love of power ;. 
and his love of power is no greater than what is 
common to 'men of his fuperior. capacities^; neither 
did any man ever appear to value it lefs^^ after be^ 
had obtained it, or exert it with more moderation. 
He is the only inftancc that ever- fellwithin my me- 
mory, or obfervation, of a perfon paffing from a 
p/-ivata life through the feveral ftages of gr^atncfs, . 
without any perceivable impreffion upon his temper 
or behaviour. As his own birxh was illuftiious, 
being defcended from the heirs-general of the Veres 
and the Mortimers, fo he feemed to value that ac« 
cidental advantage in himfelf and others, more than 
it could pretend to deferve. He abounded in good 
nature, and good, humour; although fubjedi to^ 
padion, at I have heard it affirmed by others, and 
owned by himfelf; which, however, he kept under 
the llrifltA government, till towards the end of hU 
D 3. mvu\^^». 
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ininiftry, when he began to grow foQred» and to 
fufpeA his friends ; and, perhaps, thought it not 
worth his pak^ to manage any longer. He was a 
great favourer of men of wit and learning, parti-^ 
cularly the former, whom he carefied without di- 
itia£tion of party, and could not endure to think 
that any of them fhould be his enemies ; and it wa» 
hk good fortune that none of them ever appeared 
U) be fo > at lead, if one may judge by the libels 
and pamphlets publifbed againd him, which he fre* 
quently read by way of amufement, with a moft 
unaffeAed indifference: Neither do I remember ever 
so have endangered his good opinion fo much, as 
by appearing uneafy when the dealers in that kind 
of writing firft began to pour out their fcurrilities 
againft me ; which, he thought, was a weaknefs 
altogether inexcufaUe id a Mad of virtue and libe- 
ral education. He had the greateft variety o£ 
llnow ledge th^ I have any where met ; was a per- 
fect mailer of the learned languages, and well ikil- 
led in divinity. He had a prodigious memory^ and 
a moft cxa^l judgement. In drawing up any ftate^ 
paper, no man had more proper thoughts, or put 
them in fo (Irong and clear a light. Although his 
ftiU was not always corrcft, which, however, he 
knew how to mend ; yet, often to fave time, he 
would leave the fmaller alterations to others. I 
have heard that he fpoke but feldom in parliament, 
and then rather with art tlian eloquence : But no. 
man equalled hkn in the knowledge of our confti- 
tution ; the reputation whereof made him be cho- 
fen fpeaker to three fucceflXve parliaments ; which 
office I have often heard his enemies allow him to 
have executed with univerfal applaufe : His fagacity 
was fuch, that I could produce very amazing in- 
ftanccs of it, iF they wcte not unfeafonable. la 
all difHcuIties, he immediately found the true point 
that was to be purlued, and adhered to it : And 
one or two others in the miniflry have confefled 

vqry 
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Tfry often to me, that, after having condemned ■ 
hk opinion^ they found him in the right, and them- 
ickcs in the wrong. He was utterly a ftranger to 
fear; and, confequently, had a prcfence of mind 
]if>oo all emergencies* His liberality, and contempt 
of money,- were fucb, that he almoft mined his 
ctlate while he was in employment; yet his ararice 
for the public was fo great, that it neither confifled 
vith the pre fen t corruptions of the age, nop the 
circumftances of the time. He was feldom miila« 
ken in his judgment of men, and therefore not ape 
ro change a good or ill opinion by the reprefenta* - 
tion of others ; except toward the end of his mi- 
niflry.. He was affable and courteous, eztremel;^ 
caij and agreeable in converfation, and altogether- 
difengaged ; regular in his life, with great appear- 
ance of piety ;. nor ever guilty of any expreffions 
that could poffibly tend to what was indecent or . 
profane. His imperfedlions were, at-leaft^ asob« 
viotis, although not fo numerous as his virtues. He 
had an air of fecrecy- in his manner and counte- 
nance, by no means proper for a great minifter^ 
hecaufe it warns all men to prepare againft it. . He 
often gave no anfwer at all, and very feldom a di- 
re£kone: And I the rather blame this-refervednels 
of temper, becaufe I have known a very different 
pra^^ice fucceed much better : of which, among 
others, the late Earl .of Sunderland, and the pre- 
fent Lord SommcM^ perfons of great abilities, are 
remarkable inftances ; .who ufed to talk in fo frank 
a manner, that they feemed to difcover the bottom 
of their, hearts,' and, by that appearance of confi- 
dence, would eallly unlock the brealh of others. 
But tke Earl of Oxford pleads, in excufe of this 
charge, that he hath feldom or never communicat- 
ed any thing which was of importance to be con- 
cealed, wherein he hath ^K)t been deceived by the 
vanity, treachery, or indifcretion of thofe he dif- 
covered it to. Another of his imperfe^ons, uni- 
D. 3 vcrially 
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verfally known and complained of, was procrafti* 
nation, or delay ; which was, doubtlefs, natural to 
him, although he often bore the blame without the 
guilt, and when the remedy was not in his power ; 
for never were prince and miniftcr better matched 
than his fovereign and he, upon that article : And, 
therefore, in the difpofal of employments, wherein 
the Queen was very abfolute, a year would often 
pafs before they could come to a determination. I 
remember he was likewife heavily charged with the 
cxmimon court vice, of promifing very liberally^ 
and feldom performing ; of which, although I can- 
not altogether acquit him, yet, I am confident, his 
intentions were generally better than his difappoint- 
ied folicitors would believe. It may be likewrfe faid 
of him, that he certainly did not value, ordid not 
underftand the art of acquiring friends ; having 
xnade very few daring the time of his power, ana 
contrafted a great number of enemies. Some of 
us ufed to obferve, that thofe whom he talked well 
of, or fuffered to be often near him, were not in a 
fituation of much advantage ; and that his men- 
tioning others with contempt, or diflike, was no 
hindrance at all to their preferment. I have dwelt 
the longer upon this great man's chara£ter, becaufe 
I have obferved it fo often miftaken by the wife 
reafoners of both parties : Befides, having had the 
honour, for almoft four years, of a nearer ac- 
quaintance with him than ufually happens to men 
of my level, and this without the leaft mercenary 
obligation ; I thought it lay in my power, as I am 
fure it is in my will, to reprefent him to the world 
with impartiality and truth. 

Having often confidcred the qualities and difpo* 
fitions of thefe two miniftcrs. I am at a lofs to 
think how it fhould come to pafs that men of ex- 
alted abilities when they are called to public af- 
fairs, are generally drawn into inconveniencies and 
misfortunes, which others^ of ordinary talents a- 

void; 
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void ; whereof there appear fo many examples, both 
anticDt and modern, and of our own as well as o- 
ther countries. I cannot think this to have beeir 
altogether the effe£i of envy, as it is ufually imput* 
ed in. the cafes of ThemifVocles, Ari Aides, Scipio, 
and others, and of Sir Walter Raleigh, the EarU 
of Clarendon and Strafford, here in hngland. But 
I look upon it, "that God, intending the goTcrn- 
ment of a nation in the feveral branches and fubor* 
dinations of power, hath made the fcience of go* 
Teming fufficicntly obvious to common capaci- 
ties ; otherwife the world would be left in a defo-^ 
late condition, if great affairs did always require a 
great genius, whereof the moft fiuittul age wiir 
hardly produce above three or four in a nation, a- 
mong which, princes, who, of all other mortals, 
are the worft educated, have twenty millions ta 
one againft them that they fhall not be of the num- 
bcr ; and proportionable odds, for the fame rea- 
foDS, arc againft eveiy one of noble birth, or great 
eftates. Accordingly we find, that the dulleft na- 
tions, antient and modern, have not wanted good" 
rules of policy, or perfons qualified for adminiflra* 
tion. But 1 take the infelicity of fuch extraordi- 
nary men to have been caufed by their negleft of 
common forms, together with the contempt of little 
helps, and little hindrances \ which is made by Hobbes 
the definition of magnanimity : And this contempt, 
as it certainly difjpleafes the people in general^ fo it 
giveth offence to all with whom fuch miniflers have 
to deal : For, I never yet knew a minifter, wha 
was not earneftly defirous to have it thought, that 
the art of government was a moft profound fci* 
encc ; whereas, it requires no more, in reality,, 
than diligence, honefly, and a moderate fliare of 
plain natural fenfe. And, therefore, men thus 
qualified may, very reafmably and juftly, think that 
the buCnefs of the world is beft brought about by 
regularity and forms^ wherein themfelves excel. 

Foe 
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For r have frequently obfcrved more caufes of dif- 
content arife from the praftice of fome refined 
mmifters, to zOi in common buflnefs, out of the 
common road, than from all the ufual topics of 
difpleafure againft men in power. It is the fame 
thing in other fcenes of life, and among all focie^ 
ties or communities; where, no men are better 
truftedy or have more fucceis in bufinefs» than 
thofe who, with fome honefty and a moderate por- 
tion of underAanding, are ftriA obfervers of time^ 
place, and method : And, on the contrary, no* 
thing b more apt to expofe men to the cenfure and« 
obloquy of their colleagues, and the public, than 
a contempt or negleA of thefe circumftances, how- 
ever attended with a fuperior genius, and an equat 
defire of doing good : Which hath made me 
fometimes fay, to a great perfon of this latter 
chara£ter, that a fmall infuiion of the Alderman 
was ncceffary to thofe who are employed in public 
affairs. Upon this occafion, I cannot forget a ve- 
ry trifling inftance : That one day, obferving the 
fame perlon to divide a fheet of paper with a pen- 
knife, the fharpnefs of the inflrument occafioned 
ks moving fo irregularly and crooked, that he. 
fpoilcd the whole (hcet; whereupon I advifcd him 
to take example by his clerks, who performed that 
operation much better with a blunt piece of ivory^ 
which dire(^ed by a little ftrengh audafteady hand, . 
never failed. to go right. 

But to return from this long digreffion i About a 
fortnight after the Queen's death, I came to thj 
pkce of refidcnce, where I was immediately attack- 
ed with heat enough by feveral of my acquaintance 
of both parties ; and foon learned, that what they 
objefled was the general fenfe of the reft. Thofe. 
of the church fide made me a thoufand reproaches- 
upon the flownefs and inaflivity of my friends^ 
upon their foolifh quarrels with each other, for no 
Tiliblc caufe,.and thereby facrificing the imcrcfts> 

of 
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of the church and kingdom to their privare piques. 
And that they had neglcfted to cuhivace the favour 
and good opinion of the court at Hanover. But 
the weight of thefe gentlcincns difplcafure fell up- 
on the Earl of Oxford ; that he had aftcd a trim- 
ming part, was never thoroughly in the intercft of 
the church, but held feparate commerce with the 
adverie party : That, cither from his negligence, 
procraftmating nature, or ibrtie firiifter end, he 
had let flip many opportunities of ftrengthening the 
church's friends : That he undertook more bufi- 
ncfi than he was equal to, affeiEled a monopoly of 
power, and would concert nothing with the reft 
of the minifters. Many fafls were likewife men« 
doned, which it may not now be very prudent to 
fepeat : I fliall only take liotice of one, relating to 
IreUmd, where he kept four biflioprics undifpofed 
of, thoogh often and moft earneAly prefled to have 
them filled ; by which omifHon, the church-intereft 
of that kingdom, in the Houfe of Lords, is in dan- 
ger of being irrecoverably loft. 

Thofe who difcourfed with me aftef this man- 
nei", did, at the fame time, utterly renounce all 
regard for the Pretender; and mentioned, with 
pleafure, the glorious opportunity, then in his 
Majcfty's hands, of putting an end to party-diftinc- 
tions for the time to come : And the otily appre- 
henfion that Teemed to give them any uneafmefs 
Was, left the zeal of the party in power might not. 
perhaps, reprefe«t their loyalty with advantage. 

On the other fide, the gainers, and men in hopes 
by the Queen's death, talked with great freedom 
in a very different ftile : They all direftly afferted, 
that the whole late minifti-y were fully determined to 
bring in the Pretender, although they would fome- 
times a little demur upon the Earl of Oxford ; and, 
by a more modern amendment, tbey charged the 
fame accufation, without any refcrve upon the late 
Queen ber/d/. That, if her Majefty had Oiki Wl 
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a month later, our ruin would have been inevita- 
ble. But in that junAure it happened, (to ufe their 
own term, which I could acvcr prevail with them 
to explain) things were not ripe. That this accufa- 
tion would, in a ihort time, infallibly be ptx>ved 
as clear as the fun at noon*day to all the world : 
And the confequences naturally following^ froni 
thcfc portions were, that the leaders ought to lofc 
their heads, and all their abetters be be utterly 
ftript of power and favour^ 

Thefc being the fentitncnts and difcourfes of both 
parties, tending to load the late miniflry with faults 
of a very diflFercnt nature ; it may, perhaps, be ei- 
ther of fomc ufe or fatisfadlion to examine thofc 
two points ; that is to fay, firft, how far thefe mi- 
niftcrs are anfwerable to their friends for their ne- 

S^IeA, mifmanagement, andmutual diilentions? And^ 
econdly, with what juilice they are accufed, by 
their enemies, for. endeavouring to alter tlie fuc- 
ceiHon of the crown in favour of. the Pretender ? 

It is true indeed, I have occafionally done this 
already in two feveral treatifes^ of which the one is 
an hiftory, and the other, memoirs of padrticulai 
fafts ; but neithfer of them fit to fee the light at 
prcfent; bccaufe they abound with chara£lers free- 
ly drawn, and many of them not very amiable ; 
and, therefore, intended only for the inftrufting 
of the next age, and eftablifliing the reputation 
of thofe who have been ufeful to their country in 
the prefent. At the fame time, I take this oppor- 
tunity of afluring thofc who may happen, fomc 
years hence, to read the hiftory I have written, 
that the biackeft charadlers to be met with in it 
were not drawn with the Icaft mixture of malLcCj 
or ilUwill, but merely to expofe the odioufneft ol 
vice. For I have always held it as a maxim, thai 
ill men are placed beyond the reach of an hiftorian. 
who indeed hath it in his power to reward virtue 
but not to punifh vice : Bccaufe I never yet faw i 
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profligate pcrfon, who fccmcd to have the leaft re- 
gard in^hat manner his name (hould bs tranfmit- 
tcd to pofterity : And I know a certain Lord ♦, 
DOt long iince dead, who, I am very confident, 
would not have difpofed of one fingle niiUing to 
Have had it in his choice, whether -he fhould be 
reprefented to future ages, as an Atticus or a Ca- 
taline. 

However, being firnriy refolved, for very mate' 
rial reafons^ to avoid giving the lea(l offence 10 any 
party or perfon in power ; I fhall barely fet down 
ibme fadb and circumftances, during the four laft 
years of Queen Anne's reign, which at prefent 
are little known ; and whereby thofe of the church- 
party, who objcft agaiuft the unfteadinefs, neglcft, 
and want of cbncert in the late Aiiniftry, may bet- 
ter account for their faults. Moft of thofe fa£ls 
I can bear witnefs of myfelf, and have received the 
reft from fufficicnt authority. 

It is moft certain, that, when the Queen firft 
began to change her fervauts, it was not from 
a diflike of things, but of perfons, and thofe 
perfons were a ,vcry fmall number. To be more 
particular, would be incedere per ignes. It was 
the iflue of Dr. Sachcveral's trial that encouraged 
her to proceed fo far; and fevcral of the low- 
church-party, knowing that her difpleafure went 
no further than againft one fingle family, did not 
appear to diflike what was done ; of which I could 
give fome extraordinary inftances -f. But that fa- 
mous trial had raifed fuch a fpirit in the nation, a- 
gainH: the parliament, that her Majefty thought it 
neccffary to diffolve them, which, I am confident, 
fhe did not at firft intend. Upon this refolution, 
<lclivered by the Queen, at council, in a more de- 
terminate manner than was ufual with her ; as I was 
particularly informed4)y my Lord Sommers, then 

♦ JJarl ofWbartou. f Duke of Scxnerfet. 
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preiidenty foxne who were willing to facrifice one 
or two perfonSy would not facrifice their caufe, but 
immediately flew off; and the great officers of the 
court and kingdom began to refign their employ- 
ments, which the Queen fuffered moft of them to 
do with the utmoll regret^ and which tho(e who 
knew her bcft thought to be real, efpecially Lord 
Sommers and Lord Cowper, for whom fhe had as 
great a perfooal regard and eileem, as her nature 
was capable of admitting, particularly for the for** 
mer The new parliament was called during that 
ferment in the nation, and a great majoiity of the' 
church-party was returned, without the load affift- 
ance from the court ; whether to gain a reputation 
of impartiality, where they were fecure ; or, as 
Mr. Harley*s detradtors would have it, (who was 
then minifler) from a refinement of his politics, not 
to fuffer, upon the account of 1 know not what 
wife reafons, too great an inequality in the ba- 
lance. 

When the parliament met, they foon began to 
<lifcover more zeal than the Queen expefted or de- 
iired ; flie had entertained the notion of forming a^ 
moderate or comprehenfive fcheme, which Ihe 
maintained with great iirmue^, nor would ever de- 
part from, until about half a year before her death: 
But this neither the Houfe of Commons, nor the 
kingdom in general were then at all inclined to admit, 
whatever they may have been in any jun£lure lince : 
Several country-members, to almofl a third part of 
the Houfe, began immediately to form themfelvcs 
into a body under a fantaflic name of the Odober* 
club. Thcfe daily preflcd the miniftry for a tho- 
rough change in employments, and were not put 
off without jealoufy and difcoiueiir. I remember 
it was then commonly underftood and expcAed, 
that, when the feflion ended, a general removal 
would be made : But it happened otherwife • for 
not only few or none were turned out, but much 
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Jeliberauoo was ufed in fupplying cuuu jon vacan- 
cies by death. This manDcr of procctding in a 
prime. xniiiiftcr» I confefs, appeared to me wholcly 
unaccountabley and without example ; and 1 was 
little (adsfied with the foluiion I had heard, and 
pardj knew that he aAf d thus to keep men at his 
devotioDy by letting expcAatiou lie in common ; 
for I found the efieft did not anfwer, and that in 
the mean time* he led To uneafy a life, by follicica- 
tioDS and purfuics, as no man would endure who 
had a remedy at hand. About the beginning of 
his miniftry, I did, at the requeft of feveral confi- 
derable perfons, take the liberty of reprefenting this 
matter (o him : His anfwer was fliort and cold. 
That he hoped his friends would trud him ; that 
he heartily wifhed none but thofe who loved the 
church and Queen were employed : but that all 
things could not be done on a fuJdcn. I have rea- 
fon to believe^ that his nearefl: acquaintance were 
then wholly at a lofs what to think of his condudl;. 
He was forced to preferve the opinion of power, 
without which he could not aft, while, in reality, 
he had little or none ; and, beiidcs, he thought ic 
became him to take the burden of reproach \]po:i 
himfclf, rather than lay it upon the Queen his 
Midrefs; who was grown very poiitive, flavor, and 
fufpicious ; and, from the opinion of having been 
formerly dircEledy fell into the other extreme, and 
l)ecame difHcult to be advifed. So that few minif- 
tcrs had ever, perhaps, a harder game to play, be- 
tween the jealoufy and difcontcnts of his friends on 
one iidc, and the management of the Qneen'^ 
temper on the other. 

There could hardly be a firmer friendfliip, in 
appearance, than what I obfcrved between thofe 
three great n^icn, who were then chiefly truded ; I 
mean the J^ords Cx'"ord, Bolingbroke, and Har- 
court. I remember, in the infancy of their power, 
being at the table of the lirfl where they were all 
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met, I could not forbear taking notice of the great 
affedHon they bore to each other ; and faid, I would 
venture to prophefy, that however inconftant our 
court had hitherto been, their miniftry would cer- 
tainly laft ; for they had the church, the crown, 
and the people intirely on their fide. Then it hap» 
pened, that the public good and their private in- 
tereft had the fame bottom, which is a piece of 
good fortune that does not always fall to the (hare 
of men in power : But, principally, becaufe I ob- 
fcrved they heartily loved one another ; and I did 
jiot fee how their kindnefs could be difturbed by 
competition, fince each of them feemed contented 
with his own difl:ri£t : So that, notwithftanding 
the old maxim, which pronounceth court- friend- 
Ihips to be of no long duration, I was confident 
theirs would laft as long as their lives. But, k 
feems, the inventor of that maxim happened to be 
a little wifer than I, who lived to fee this friendfliip 
firft dcgencrAte into indifference and fufpicion, and 
thence corrupt into the greateft animofity and hat- 
red ; contrary to all appearances, and much to the 
difcredit of me and my fagacity. By what degrees, 
and from whatcaufes their diffentions grew, I (hall, 
.iis far as it may be fafe and convenient, very impar- 
lially relate. 

When Mr. Harley was ftabbed by Guifcard, the 
writer of a weekly p iper, called the Examiner^ ta- 
king occafion to reflect on that accident, happened 
lo let fall an idle circumflancc, 1 know not upon 
what grounds, that the French affaflin confeffed 
he, at firft, intended to have murdered Mr. Se- 
cretary St. John ; who, fitting at two great a dlf- 
tance, he was forced to vent his rage on the o'ther. 
Whether the Secretary had been thus informed, 
or was content that others fliould believe it, I ne- 
ver yet could learn ; but nothing could be more 
unfortunate than the ttfndency of fuch a report, 
which, by a very unfair divifion, derived the whole 
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flvnt of that accident to Mr. St. John, and left 
Air. Harlcy nothing bat the dinger and ihe p.iin : 
Of both which,, ah hough he h^d a fuilidcnt lh:irc, 
(his phyOcians bt'ing often under apprehentions for 
his life) yet I am confident the time of his illncfs 
WAS a period of more quiec and eal'c than he cvec 
enjoyed during the reft or his adoiinift ration. This 
report was not iKirefented by Mr. Harky's friends ; 
and the rather^ becaufc the faft was dircdlly o- 
therwife, as it foon appeared by Guiicard's con- 
itffion. 

Vrniic that GhTjittcF layill of bis wbund^and* 
his life ID queftion, the weight of bnfinefs fell, in 
ibme meafure, upon the Secretary^ who was not 
without ambition ; which, I confefs, I have icU 
dom found among the wants of great men ; and it 
was conceived, that he had already entertained the 
thoughts of being at the head of aflfairs, in cafe 
Mr. Harley fhou>d.die; although at tlie fame time, 
I muft do juftice to Mr. St. John, by repeating 
what he had faid to me, with great appearance of 
concern, (and he was but an ill diflemblcr). Thar, 
if Mr. Harley's accident fliould pfove fatal, ifr 
would be an irreparable lofs : That, as things then 
flood, his life was abfolutely. necciTary : That, 
as to himielf, he was not mafier of the fcl^cmo 
by which they were t6 proceed, nor had aedit 
enough with the Queen ; neither did he fee how 
it would be poffifalc for them, in fuch a cafe# 
to wade through the diiHculties they were tlicu 
under. However, not to be over-p.irticular in fo 
nice a point, this much is' certain, that fome things 
happeneci during Mr. Harley's confinement, which 
bred a coldnei's and jcaloufy between thofe two 
great men ; and thefe, increafing by many fubfc- 
quent accidents could never be removed* 

Upon Mr. Harley's recovery, which - was foon 

followed by his promotion to an Earldom, and the 

E z Treafurer's 
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Treafiirer's ftaff, he was carncftly prefled to go on 
with the change of employments, for which his 
friends and the kingdom were very impatient; 
wherein, I am confident, he was not unwilling to 
comply, if a new incident had not put further dif- 
Ikukies in his way. The Queen having thought 
fit to take the key from the Dutchefs of Marlbo- 
rough, it was, alter Tome time, given to another 
great lady ♦, wholcly in the intercAs of the oppo- 
fire parry ; who, by a nioft obfequious behaviour, 
of which (lie is a pcrfedl miftrcfs, and the privi- 
leges of her rlace, Wuich gave her continual acce(5» 
quickly won fo far upon the affeftions of her Ma- 
jefty, that (he had more perfonal credit than all the 
Queen's fcrvants put together. Of this lady's cha- 
radler and ftory, having fpokcn fo much in other 
papers^ which may one day fee the light ; I (hall 
only obferve, that, as foon as fhe was nxed in het 
flation, the Queen, following the courfe of her 
own nature, grew daily much more difficuk and 
uncomplying. Some weak endeavours were, in«- 
<iQt^, ufed to divert her Majefty from this choice; 
but (he continued fleady, and pleaded, that, if fhe 
might not have liberty to chufe her gwn fervants, 
fhe could not fee what advantage fhe had gotten 
by the change of her miniftry : And fo little waa 
her heart fet upon what they call a High-church, 
or Tory adminiftration, that feveral eroployoicnti 
in court and country, and a great majority in 
all commii^ons, remained in the hands ot thofi; 
who moft oppofed the prefent proceedings ; nor 
do I remember, that any removal of confequencc 
was made till the winter following, when the Earl 
of Nottingham was pleafed to prepare and ofler a 
vote in the Houfe of Lords, againft any peacc» 
while Spain continued in the hands of the Bourbon 
family. Of this vote the minifters had early no- 

• Putcjicft of Somcrikt. 
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\Kt\ and, by cafting up the numbers, concluded 
they fhould have a majority of ten to overthrow it. 
The Queen was defircd, and promifed, to fpeak to 
a cenaia Lord, who was looked upon as dubious : 
That Lord attended accordingly ; but heard not a 
vord of the matter from her Majefty, although fhe 
afterwards owned it was not for want of FCmember* 
ing, but from pcrfeft indiffisrence. The Treafurcr, 
who trufted to promifes, and reckoned that others 
would truft to his, was, by a moft unfeafouable 
piece of parfimony, grofsly deceived ; and the vote 
carried again ft the court. The Queen had the cu- 
riofiiy to be prefcnt at the debate; and appeared fo 
little difpleafed at the event, or againft thofe from 
whom die might h^ve expcAed more compliance, 
that a perfon * in high ftation among her domeftics, 
who that day, in her prefence, had fliewh his ut- 
moft eloquence (fuch as it was) againft the mini- 
fters, received a particular mark f of diftindlion 
and favour, .which, by his poft, he could not pre- 
tend to, and was not removed from her fervice but 
with exceeding difEeuity, many months after. And 
it b certain, that this vote. could not have been car- 
ried, if fomc pcrfons, very near her Majefty, had 
not given afluranccs where they were proper, that 
it would be acceptable to the Qtieen^ which her be- ^ 
haviour feemtd to confirm. * 

But, when the confequences of this vote were 
calmly reprefen ted to her, that the limitation fpecifi- 
ed therein had wholly tied up her hands, in cafe the 
recovery of Spain fhould be fbund impoffibie, 
as it was frequently allowed and owned by many 
principal leaders of the oppofite party, and. had^ 
hitherto been vainly endeavoured, cither by treaty 
or war : That the kingdom was not in a condition ' 
to bear any longer its burthen and charge, efpecial- 
I7 with annual additions : That other expedients 

• Duke of Somcrftt. t To lead oat ihc Qncen. 
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xuight poflibly ba found for preventing France and 
Spain from being united under the fame king, ac- 
cording to^lie intent 2^nd letter of the grand alliance: 
That the defign of this vote was to put her Majefty 
iinder the neceflity of diiTolving the parliament, be- 
ginning all things anew, and placing the admini* 
ilration in the hands of thofe whom {he had thought 
fit to lay afide, and this by facrificing her prefent 
Jervants to the rage- and vengeance of the former ; 
with many other obvious confiderations, not very 
proper at this time to be repeated : Her Majefty, 
who wa^ earnedly bent upon giving peace to her peo* 
pie, confented to fall upon the fole expedient, that 
her own coldnefs, or the trerafurer's thrift, and 
want or contempt of artifice, had left her; which 
was to create a number of peers, fuiHcient to turn 
(he balance in the houfe of Lords. I confcfs (h^^it, 
in my hiAory of thofe times, where this matter, a- 
mong others, is treated with a great deal more li- 
berty, and confcquently very unfit for prefent per- . 
ufal, I have refined (o far to as to conjcAure, that, , 
if this were the treafurer's council, he might pof- 
libly have given it upon fome further views than 
that of avoiding the confequences of my Lord 
Noaingham^s vote. And what thofe were, I fup- 
pofe, I may offer without offence. It is known e- 
^ough, that from the time of the revolution to the 
^period I am now fpeaking of, the favour of the 
\rourt was almoflr perpetually turned towards thofe . 
who, in the party- term, are called Whigs, or the 
Low-church ; and this was a fpace of above twenty 
years, wherein great additions were made to the 
peerage; and the bifhops-bench almofl wholly. re- 
newed. But the majority of landed -men, flill re- 
Mining the old-church principles in religion and 
government, notwithftanding all endeavours to con- 
vert them, the late king was under many infupera- 
bie difficulties during the courfe of his reign ; elec- 
tions feldom fttccccding fg well, as to leave the 

wurt- 
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court-fide without ftrenuous oppontion, fufiicient 
10 carry many points againft hiai, which he had 
•much at heart. Upon the late Queen's fucceeding 
\Q the crown, the church- party, who feetned to 
have grown more numerous under all difcourage- 
meats, began to conceive hopes, that her Majeily, 
who had always profeflcd to favour their principles, 
would make ufe of their fervice. And. indeed, 
upon that foot things flood for fome time: But, a 
new war being refolved on, three pcrfons, who had 
moft credit with her Majefty, and who were then 
looked upon to be, at leaft, as high principled as 
could poflibly confift with the proteftaot fucceflion, 
having confulted their friends, began to conceive 
that the military fpirit was much more vigorous in 
(he other party, who appeared more keen again 11 
France, more fanguine upon the power and wealth 
of England, and better verfed in the arts of finding, 
outfumds, to which they had been fo long ufed. 
There were fome other motives for this tranficion 
of the miniflers at that time, which are more pro- . 
per for the hiftory above-mentioned, where they 
arc foithfiilly recorded. But thus the Queen was 
brought to govern by what they call a Low- church 
miniftry, which continued for feveral years ; till at 
length, grown weary of the war, although carried 
CD with great glory and (uccefs, and the nation ri- 
fiog into a flame, (whether judly or no) upon the 
trial of Dr. Sacheverel, which, in effect, was a ge- - 
neral muder of both parties } her Majeily, follow- 
iag her own inclinations and thofe of her people, 
relolved to make fome changes in the miniftry, anci 
take Mr. Harley into her councils. This was brought 
about, as the charge againft that minifter fays, by 
the bafeft infinuations; upon which, being a deter- 
mination of parliament, I (haU not difpute ; aliho* 
Iconfefs to have received a very different account of 
that matter from a moft excellent Lady, upon whofe 
vexacity I enthely deppnd ; and who, bctug iView Vci 
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chief confidence with her Miftrefs, muft needs kn< 
a particular faft wherein (he was immediately cc 
cerned and trufted, better than any one man, 
number of men, except the majority of a Houfe 
Commons. 

When the new paritament met, wfaofe eleAic 
were left entirely to the people, without the ie 
inflnence from the .court, it plainly appeared ' h^ 
for the church* party in the nation out-numbei 
the other, and efpecially in the feveral counti 
But, in the Houfe of Lords, even aftec fome n 
nagement, there was but a weak arid crazy maje 
ty : Nor even could this have been expeffed, if 
vcral gteat Lords, who were always reputed of i 
other party, had not only complied, but been hi^ 
ly inftrumcntal in the change ; as the Dukes 
Shrewfbury and Argyle, the Earls of Peterborouj 
Rivers, and fome others, who certainly came ir 
the Queen's mcafures upon other motives than tl 
of party. Now, Cnce the government of Engla 
cannot go on while the two houfes of parliamc 
are in opofition to each other y and that the peop 
whenever iheyaftcd freely, would bFallibly rciu 
a majority o£ church-men : one of thcfe two thir 
was of neceiluy to be done ; either, firft, to diflbl 
that parliameor, and call another of the Whi 
ftamp, by force of a prodigious expence, vrfai 
¥H)uld be neither decent nor I'afe, and, perhaps, 
that time, hardly feafible : Or elfc, to turtf the 1 
lance in the Houfe of Lords; which, after the ft 
cefs of Lord Nottingham's vote, was not otherw 
to be done, than by creating a fufficient number 
peers, in order, at once, to make the Queen a 
her people eafy upon that article for the reft of l 
reign. And this I fhould be willing to think w 
the Treafurer's meaning^, when he advifed the 
advancements ; whicb^ towcver, I confcfs, I c 
very much diilike. 

1 
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But if, after all I have faid, xny conjcflure (hould 
happen to be wrong, yet I do not fee how the Trea* 
furer can juftly be blamed for preferving his caufe, 
his friends, and himriF, from unavoidable ruin, by 
an expedient allowed on all hnnds to be lawful : 
Perhaps, he was brought under that necefficy by 
the want of proper management ; but when that 
Bcceflity appeared, he could not aft otherwife, with- 
out unravelling whatever had been done; which, 
in the language of thofe times, would have been 
«!!cdj dtlivsrirjg the Queen and kingdom back 
into the hands or a faftion they had fo lately got 
rid of. And, I believe, no minifter of any party 
would, in his circumflances, have fcrupled to 
make the fame ftcp> when the fumrna rcrum was at 
ftake. 

Although the Queen was brought into this mea- 
fure by no other motive than her earneft defire of 
« peace; yet the freafurer's friends began to prcfs 
him anew for farther changes in employments ; 
concluding, from what was paft. that his credit'was 
rreat enough to compafs whatever he pleafed. But 
mis proved to be ill rcafoning ; for the Queen had 
00 diflike at all to the other party, (whatever per- 
(bnal piques fhe might bear at fome among them), 
iunher than as ihc conceived they were bent upon 
continuing the war, to which her Majefty refolved 
to put as fpeedy an end as fhe could, with honour 
and fafecy to her kingdoms ; and therefore fell» 
vtth readinefs enough, into the methods propofed 
to her for advancing that great work. But, in dif- 
peniing her favours, ihe was extremely cautious and 
flow; and, after the ufual miftake of thofe who 
think they have been often impofed on, became fo 
very fufpicious, that fhe overftiot the mark, and 
erred in the other extreme. When a perfon hap- 
pened to be recommended as ufeful for her fervice, 
or proper to be obliged, perhaps, after a long delay, 
ihe would confci^t; but, if the Treafurcr offcveA, 

2X 
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at the fame time, a warrant, or other inftrunien 
to" her, already prepared in order lo be figned, b 
caufc he prcfumcd to reckon upon her confent b 
fore h-mdy (he would not ; and thus the aCi 
would fomctimes lie for fcveral months togther, 2 
though the thing ^'^\'t evi?r fo reafonabk, or th 
even the public luffered by the delay. So that tl: 
miiMder had no other remedy but to let her Majei 
take her own time, which never failed to be the ve 
longed that the nature of the thing could fuffer h 
to defer it. 

When this promotion wis made, Mr. Secreta 
St. John, whofe merits and pretenfions, as thin 
then flood, were far fuperior to any, waspurpofc 
left out, becaufe the court had need of his grc 
abilities, the following ftiGon, in the Houle 
Commons ; and the peace being then upon the a: 
vil, he was beft able to explain and jufUfy the fev 
ral fteps towards it ; which he accordingly did wi 
invincible reafon and univerfal applaufe. Wh 
the ieffion was over, the Queen thought fit to gi 
him a title ; and, that he might not lofe bis ran 
created him Vifcount. There had been an Earldc 
in his name and family lately extinA; (though 
batony fell to a collateral branch in the perfon 
an infant), and the Secretary being of the far 
houfe, expeAed and deiired the fame degree. F 
he reafoned, that making him a Vifcount would 
but rigorous judice, and he hoped he might pi 
tend to fome mark of favour. But the Que 
could not be prevailed with \ becaufe, to fay \ 
truth, he was not much, at that time,- in her go 

! graces ; fome women about the court having ini 
ed an opinion into her, that he was not fo regul 
in his life as he ought to be. The Secretary h 
the whole blame of this difappointment upon t 
Earl of Oxford, and freely told me, that 
would never depend upon the Karl's friendfl 
as long as he lived, nor have any further coi 

mei 
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tnerce with him, than what was ncceffary for carry- 
ing on the public fei-vice. And although 1 have 
£ood reafoQ to be aflured, that the Treafurer was 
wholly innocent in this point, as both himfelF and 
Lady Maffaasn then proteded to me, yet my Lord 
Bolingbroke thought the appearances were fo 
ilrong, that I was never able to bring him over to 
my opinion. 

The divifions between thefe two great men Segan 
to fplit the court into parries; Harcourt, Lord 
Chancellor, the Dukes of Shrewsbury and Argyle, 
Sir William Windham, and one or two more, ad- 
hered to the Secretary ; the reft were either neu- 
ters, or inclined to the Treafurer, whether from 
policy or gratitude, although they all agreed to 
blame and lament his myfterious and procraftinat- 
ing manner in aAing ; which the ftate of affairs, at 
that time, could very ill admit, and muft have ren- 
dered the Earl of Oxford inexcufable, if the Queen's 
obftinate temper had not put him under the necef- 
fity of exerting thofc talents wherewith, it muft 
be confefTed, his nature was already too well pro- 
vided. 

This minifter had ftronger paffions than the Se- 
cretary, but kept them under ftrifter government: 
My Lord Bolingbroke was of a nature frank and 
open ; and, as men of great genius are fuperior to 
common rules, he feldom gave himfelf the trouble 
of difguifing or fubduing his refentments, although 
he was ready enough to forget them. In matters 
of ftate, as the Earl was too refcrved, fo, perhaps, 
the other was too free ; not from any incontincncy 
of talk, but from the mere contempt of multiply- 
ing fccrets ; although the graver counfellors imput- 
ed this liberty of fpcech to vanity, or lightncfs. 
And, upon the whole, no two men could diflFcr 
more in their diverfions, their ftudics, their ways 
of cranfafting bufinefs, their choice of company^ 
or maDDcr of converianon. 
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The Queen, who was well informed of the 
animolipes among her fervancsv of which her on 
dubious management bad been the original caui 
began to find, andJament. the ill confequcnces i 
them in her affairs, both at home and abroad ; ai 
to lav the blame upon her Treafurer, whofe grea 
eft fault, in his whole miniftry, was too mu( 
compliance with his Miftrefs,, by which his me; 
fures were often difconcerted, and himfelf brougl 
under fufpicion by his friends. 

I am very confident, that this alteration in tl 
Queen*s temper, towards the Earl of Oxford, cou! 
never have appeared, if he had not thought fie i 
make one ftep in politics, which I have not bee 
able to apprehend. When the Queen firft thoucl 
of making a change among her fervants, aftc 
Doctor Sacheverel's trial, my Lady Mafham w; 
very much heard and trud^d upon that point, aa 
It was by her intervention Mr. Harley was admittc 
into her Majcfty's prefencc. That Lady was the 
in high favour with her Miftrefs, which, I belicvi 
the Earl was not fo very fedulous to cultivate c 
preferve, as if he had it much at heart, nor was a! 
together forry, when he faw it under fomc degree c 
declination. The reafons for this nmfl be draw 
from the common nature of mankind, and t6 
jncOinpatibiliiy of power: But the juniSure ws 
not favourable for fuch a refinement, becaufe 
was ea.ly known to all, who had but looked int 
the court, that this Lady mud have a fuccellbi 
who, upon pique and principle, would do all i 
her power to obftruft his proceedings. My Lid 
Mafham was a petfon of a plain, found under 
A^nding, of great truth and finccrity, without th 
Icaft mixture of falfehood or difguife; of an ho 
neft boldnefs and courage, Tuperior to her fex 
iirm and difinterefted in her friendfliip, and full o 
Jove, duty, and veneration for the Queen he 
Miflrcis : Talents as fddoni £out\A^ q^c fought foi 
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m a court, as unlikdy to thrive while they arc 
there : So that nothing could then be more un- 
fortunate to the public, than a coldnefs between 
this Ladj and the firft minifter ; nor a greater 
miftake in the latter, than to fufier or connive at 
the leflening of her credit, which he quickly iAvr 
removed very difadvancageoufly to anotner ubj;:£t 
*, and wanted the effc^ of, when his own vas^ 
funk in the only domeftic afiair for which I ever 
koew him under any concern. 

While the Queen's favour to the Earl was thus 
gradually kilening, the breaches between him and 
his friends grew everyday wider, whici. lie looked 
upon with great indifferenc;:, and leemtKl to have 
hit thoughts only turned (ipoLi findink> our fome 
proper opportunity for delivering up hi^ ftafF: 13 Lt 
this her Maje fly would not then aclinir ; becauie, 
indeed, it was not eafy to determine who ihould 
fncceed him. 

Id the midft of thefe difpofitions at court, the 
Queen fell dangcroufly fick at Windfor, about 
Cbriftmas 1713.. It was confidently reported in 
.town, that £be was dead ; and the heads of the ex- 
pefting party were faid to have various meeting:! 
thereupon, and a great hurrying of chairs and 
coaches to and from the Earl of Wharton's houfe : 
Whether this were true or not, yet thus much is 
certain, that the exprefHons of joy appeared very 
frequent and loud among many of that party ; 
which proceeding men of form did not allow to be 
altogether decent. A mefllngcr was immediately 
difpatched, with an account of the Queen's illnc:i'5, 
to the Treafurer, who was then in town ; and in 
order to ftop the report of her death, appeared next 
day abroad, in his chariot, with a pair of horlls, 
and did not go down to Windfor till his ufual 
tiiKe. Upon his arrival there the danger was ovcv, 

• The Dutcbefs :f Sc.r.crf.t. 
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but not the fright, which ftill fat on every body's 
face, and the account given of the confufion and 
diftradlion the whole court had been under, is 
hardly to be conceived : Upon which the Trca- 
furer faid to me, ** Whenever any thing ails the 
** Queen, thefe people are out of their wits; and. 
*• yet, they are fo thoughtlefs, that, as foon as. 
*' fhc is well, they aft as if fhe were immortal."- 
I had fufficient reafon, both before and fince, to 
allow his obfervation to be true, and that fome 
^hare of it might, with juAice, be applied to him- 
felf. 

The Queen had early jiotice of this behaviour 
-among the difcontented leaders, during her illnefs* 
It was, indeed, an affair of fuch a nature, as re-. 
quired no aggravation ; which, however, Would 
not have been wanting, the women of both par- 
ties, who then attended her Majefty, being well dif- 
Tpofed te rcprefent it in the ftrongeft light. The 
xefult was, that the Queen immediately laid afidc 
all her fchemes and vifions of reconciling the two 
oppofite interefts, and entered upon a firm refolu- 
tion of adhering to the old Englifh principles* 
irom an opinion that the adverfe party wait- 
ed impatiently for her death, upon views little 
tonfifting (as the language and opinion went then) 
with the falety of the conflituiion, either in church 
or ftate. She, thereforiC, determined to fall into 
alljuft and proper methods, that her minifters 
Ihould advife her to, for the prefcrvation and con- 
tinuance of both. This I was quickly afTured of, 
not only by the Lord Chancellor, and Lord Bo- 
lingbroke, but by the Treafurcr himfelf. 

I conftfs myfelf to have been thoroughly pcr- 
fuaded that this incident would perfeftly reconcile 
the minifters, by uniting them in purfuing one ge- 
neral intereft j and, confidering no farther than 
what was fittdl to be done, I could not cafily fore- 
fee any objeftions, or diJSiculties that the Earl of 
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Oxford would make ; I had, for fome lime, en- 
deavoured to cultivate the ftridtcft fricndfhip be- 
tween bim and the General ♦, by telling both of 
them, (which happened to be iho truth) how 
kindly thej fpoke of each other; sind by con* 
tinciog the latter of what advantage fuch an union 
muft be ta her Majefty's fcrvhre. There was an 
affair upon which all our friends laid a more than 
ordinary weight. Among the horfe and foot- 
jaards appointed to attend on the Queen's perfon, 
feveral officers took every occafion, with great 
freedom and bitterncfs of fpeech, to revile the mi- 
niftry, upon the fubjedl of the peace and the Pre- 
tender, not without many grofs expefnons againfl 
the Queen herfelf; fuch as, I fuppofe, will hardly 
be thought on or attempted, but certainly not fuf- 
fercd under the prefent powers. Which proceed- 
ing, befides the indignity, begot an opinion, that 
licr Majefty's pcrfon might bs better guarded rliaii 
by fuch keepers, who, after attending at court, or 
at the levee of the General or firft miniftcr, ad- 
journed, to publiih their difafFc^fcioa in coffee - 
houfes and gaming-ordinaries, without any regard 
to decency or truth. It was pro pofcd* that ten or 
a dozen of the leafl: difcrcet among thefe gentle- 
men fhould be obliged to fell iheir pf^fts in the 
guards ; and that two or three, who h.id gone the 
greated lengths, fhould have a price fixed for their 
commiiHons, fomewat below the exorbitant rate 
Bfually demanded for a few years paft. The Duke 
ofOrmond defired but ten thoufand pounds to 
make the matter eafy to thofc officers who were to 
fucceed ; which fum, his Grace told mc, the Trea- 
furer had given him encouragement to expciH:, al- 
though he pleaded prefent want of money : And, 
I cannot but fay, that, having often, at the Duke's 
defire, preffed this minifter to advance the money, 

^» The Duke of Ormond. 

F 2 V^^ 
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he gave me fuch anfwers as made me thmk be 
really intended it : But I wasi qiiickly undeceived ^ 
for, expoilulating fame days after with him tipoof 
the fame fubjeA, after great expreffions of eftccm 
and friendfhip for the Duke of Ormood; and mcn^ 
cloning fome ill treatment he had received from hi» 
friends, he faid, he knew not why he fhonld do o-^ 
ther people's work The truth is, that except the 
Duke, my Lord Trevor, and JV4r. Secretary Brom* 
ley, I could not find he had one frieiHl kft of any 
.confcquence in her Majcfly's fervice. The Lord 
Chancellor, Lord Bolbgbroke, and Lady Mafliam« 
openly declared agaioft him; to whom were joined 
the filihop' of Kocheiler ♦ and fome others* 
Dartmouth^ then Privy Seal, -and Paulet^ Lord 
Steward, flood neuters. The Duke of Shrew(burj 
hated the Treafurer, but facrificed all refentments 
10 cafe, profit, and power ; . and was then in Ire* 
land aaing a part diredly oppo&e to clic 
court, which he had fagacity enough to forefee 
might quickly turn to account ; fo that the Earl 
of Oxford flood almoil fingle, and every day 
foundavifibledeclenfion of the Queen's favour to- 
wards him ; which he took but little care to re* 
drefs, deiiring nothing fo much as leave to deliver 
up his ftafF. Which, however, as con>un£lures thca 
flood, he was not able to obtain ; his adverfarics 
Dot having determined where to place it : Neither 
was it, upon feveral accounts, a work fo proper to 
be done, while the parliament fat, where the mi- 
niftry had already lofl too much reputation, and 
cfpecially in the houfe of Lords. By what I could 
gather from feveral dilcouries with the Trcafurer, it 
was not very difficult iu £nd (out how he reafooed 
with himf;jlf. The church -party continued violently 
bent to have fome neceflkry removals made in the 
guards, as well as a further change in the civil 

* Dr. Attcrburjf, 

employment* 
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(fflploymcnts through the kingdom. Ail the great 
I officers about the court, or in her Majeftj's fer- 
fervice, except the Duke of Shrewibury and one or 
I two more, were in the fame opinion ; the Queen 
' herfelf, fince her laft illnefs at Windfor, had the like 
difpofitions and, I think, it may appear tVom f'e- 
Tcral pafl!iges already mentioned, that the blame of 
thole delays, fo oiFten complained oF, did not ori* 
^oaHy lie at the Earl of OxF^nrd's door. But the 
Sate of things was very much changed by feveral 
ioddents : The Chanceller, Lord Bolingbroke, and 
Ladv Mafham, had intirely forfaken him, upon . 
fttfpicions I have mentioned before; which, al- 
though they were founded on miftake, yet he 
would newer be at the pains to clear ; and, as he 
firft lefiTencd his confidence with the Queen, by 
prcffing her upon thofe very points, for which Im 
tiricods accufcd him that they were not performr 
cdt {ot upon her change of fentiments, after 'heir 
recovery, he loft all favour and credit with her^ 
ibrnot feconding thofe new refulutions from which 
ihehad formerly been fo averfe. Beiides he knew 
aiwell as all others who were near the court, that 
it was hardly pofHble the Queen could furvivc 
many months ; in which cafe, he muft of neceffity 
bring upon him the odium and vengeance of the 
fQCceilbr, and of that party which muft then be 
predominant, who would quickly unrarvel all he had 
done ; Or, if her Majedy Ihould hold out^ longer 
than it was reafonable to expedl, yet, after havbg . 
dooe a work that muft procure him many new ene- 
mies, he could expeA nothing but to be difcharged 
in difpleaAire. Upon thefe reafons he continued 
his excufes to the Duke of Ormond, for not ad- 
vancing the money; and, during the^ fix laft 
months of his miniftry, would enter into no affairs 
but what immediately concerned the buiinefs of his 
office^ That whole period was nothing elfe but a 
fcene of murmuring and difcontent, quarrel and 
F3 mif- 
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mifunderftanding, animofity and hatred, betweea 
him and his former fi lends. In the mean time the 
Queen's countenance was wholly changed towards 
him ; fhe complained of his filcnce and fullennefs ; 
and, in return, gave him every day frclh Inftances 
of neglccl or difpleafure. 

The original of this quarrel among the mini- 
fters, which had been attended with ib many ill 
confequences, began firfl between the Treaiurer 
and Lord Bolingbrokc, from the caufes and inci« 
dents I have already mentioned ; and might, veiy 
probably, have been prevented, if the Treafurcr 
had dealt with lefs referve, or the Lord Boling** 
broke had put that confidence in him which fo fin- 
cere a friend might reafonably have expe£ted. Nei- 
ther, perhaps, would a reconcilement have been an 
affair of much difficulty, if their friends on both 
fides had not too much obfervcd the common pru-' 
dential forms of not caring to intermeddle ; which, 
togethcri;v'ith the addition of a fhrug, was the con- 
ftant anfwcr I received from mod of them, when- 
ever I preffcd them upon the fobjtft. I cannot tell 
whether my Lord Trevor may be excepted, bc- 
caufe I had little acquaintance with him, although 
I am iixlincd to the negative. Mr. Prior, who 
was much loved and efteemed by them both, as he 
well deferved, upon the account of every virtue 
that can qualify a man for private converfatioDi 
might have been the propereft perfon for fuch a 
yrork, if he could have thought it to confift with 
the prudence of a courtier ; but, however, he was 
abfent in France at thofe junftures when it was 
chiefly neceffary. And to fay the truth, moft per- 
fons had fo avowedly declared themfelves on one 
£de or the other, that thefe two great men had 
hardly a comn>on friend left except myfelf. I had 
ever been treated with great kindnefs by them both ; 
and I conceived that what I wanted in weight and 
credit might be made up with fincerity and free- 
dom. 
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)m. The former they never doubted, and the. 
Iter they had conftant experieace of : I had ma- 
aged between them for almoft two years ; and 
leir candour was fo great, that they had not the 
aft jealoufy or fufpicion of me. And I thought 
had done wonders, when, upon the Queen's be- 
3g laft at Windfor, I put them in a coach to go 
hither by appointment, without other company ; 
there they would have four hours time to come 
a good underftanding ; but, in two days after, 
[ learned from them both that nothing was done. 
There had been three bifhoprics for fome time 
vacant in Ireland, and I had prevailed on the Earl 
[>f Oxford, that one of them fhould be divided. 
Accordingly, four divines of that kingdom were 
named to the Queen, and approved by her ; but, 
upon fome difficulties not worth mentioning, the 
Queen's mandatory letters to Ireland had been de- 
fayed : I prefled the treafurer every week, while 
her Majefty was at Windfor, and every day after 
her return, to fini(h this affair as a point of great 
confequence to the church in that kingdom ; and, 
growing at length impatient of fo many excufes, I 
fell into fome paffion, when his Lordlhip freely 
teld me, that he had t3een earneft with the Queen 
upon that matter, about ten times the laft tbrt- 
nighr, but without effeA ; and that he found his 
credit wholely at an end. This happened about 
eleven weeks before the Queen died : And, two 
nights after, fitting with him and Lord Boling- 
broke, in Lady MaiOiam's lodgings at St. James's, 
for fome hours , I told the Treafurer, that, hav- 
ing defpaired of any reconciliation between them, I 
had only ftaid Tometime longer to forward the dif- 
pofal ot thofe bifhoprics in Ireland, which fince 
his Lordlhip told me was out of his power, I now 
refolved to retire immediately, as from an evil I 
could neither help to redrefs, nor endure the fight 
of : That, before I left them, I defired they would 
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anA^er me two qqeftions: Firfti Whether thefe 
snifchieft might not be remedied in two minutes I 
And, fecondly^ Whether, upon the prefent foot, 
the miniftry woufd not be infalliblj ruined in two 
months ? Lord BoUngbroke aniwered to each 
quedion in the affirmative, and approved of mj 
refolution to retire ; but the Treafurer, after hit 
manner, evaded both, and only defired me to dine 
with him next day. However, I immediately went 
down to a friend in Berkfhire, to await the iflbe, 
which ended in the removal of my Lord Treafiucr* 
and, three days after, in her Majefty's ileath. ■ 

Thus I have, with Tome pains, recolIeAed feve- 
ral paflages, which I thought were moft material 
for the latisfaAion of thoie who appear To much 
at % lofs upon the unaccountable quarrels of the 
late minidry. For, indeed, it looked like a riddle,. 
to fee perions of great and undifputed abilities, 
called by the Queen to her fervice, in the place 
of others with whofe proceedings (he was dif- 
gufted, and witb great fatisfa^tion to the clergy, 
the landed intereft, and body of the people^ run- 
niog, on a fudden, into fuch a common beaten 
court-traft of ruin, by divifions among themfelves ; 
not only without a viiible caufe, but with the ftrong- 
eft appearances to the contrary, and without any 
refage to the ufual excufe of evil inftruments, or 
cunning adverfaries, to blow the coals of difiention ; 
for the work was entirely their own. 

I impute the caufe of thefe misfortunes to the 
Queen, who, from the variety of hands ihe had 
employed, and reafonings (he had heard fince her 
coming to the crown, was grown very fond of mo- 
derating fchemes, which, as things then ftood, 
were by no means reducible to praAice ; (he had 
likewife a good (hare of that adherence to her own 
opinions, which is ufually charged upon her icx. 
Andy laftly, (as I before obferved) havbg received 

fome 
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bmc hints that ihe had formerly been too much 
overned, fbc grew very difficuk to be advifed. 

The next in faiik was the Treafurer, who, noc 
icmg able to infiiuence the Queen in many points, 
rich relation to party, which his friends and thr 
:iogdoin fcemed to have much at heart, would 
leeds take all the Idame on himfelf, from a knowa 
»rinciple of flate prudence, that .a firA minifter 
nuft silways preferve the reputation of power i 
3ut I have ever thought, that there are few max- 
ins in politics, which, at fome conjunAures, may 
ut be very liable to an exception. 1 he Queei^ 
iras by no means inclined ro make many changes 
a employments ; (he was poiitive in her nature^ 
ind extremely given to delay* And furely thefe 
rere ao proper qualities for a chief minifter to per-^ 
boate towards his ncarcft ft lends, who were brought 
nfio employment upon very different views and 
xtuni/es. Nor could any reputation of power be 
rorth preferving at the expence of brisging fince- 
riiy into queftion. I remember, upon a Saturday, 
when the minifters and one or two friends of the 
Freafurer conftantly met to dine at his houfc, one 
:>f the company attacked him very warmly, on ac- 
count that a certain Lord, who perpetually oppofedf 
the Queen'is meafures, wm not difmsffid from a 
peat employment, which, befides other advanta- 
ges, gave that Lord the power of chufing feveral 
members of parliament. The Txeafurer evaded 
ihe matter with his ufual aniwcr, that this was 
»hipping-day : Upon which, the Secreury Boling- 
broke, turning to me, faid, It was a ftrange things 
that my Lord Oxford would not be fa kind to his 
friends, and fo juft ro his own innocence, as to 
vindicate himfelf where he had no blame ;, JFor, to 
his knowledge and the Chancellor's, (who was then 
aifo prefent), the Trcafurer had frequently and 
eameftly moved the Queen upon that very point 
without effeA s Whereupon, this minifter finding 



70 An INQUIRY into the Behaviour 

himfclf preffcd fo far, told the company, that b 
had at laft prevailed with her Majefty, and th 
tiling would be done in two days, which foUowc 
accordingly. I mention this faA as an indance o 
the Karl of Oxford's difpoiition to prcfcrvc fom 
reputation of power in himft'lf, and remove a! 
blame from the Queen ; and this, to my particula 
knowledge, was a frequent caie ; but how far jd 
tifiable in point of prudence, I have already give 
my opinion However, the Treafurer's friend 
were yet much more to blame than himfelf : H 
had abundance of merit with them all, noj onl 
upon acccount of the public, the whole change t 
the miniftry having been eflTeAed without any in 
tervention of theirs, by him and Lady Mafham 
but, likewife from the confequence of that change 
whereby the greateft employments of the kingdoc 
were divided among them, and therefore, in coin 
mon juftice as well as prudence, they ought t 
have been more indulgent to his real failings^ n 
ther than fufped him of imaginary ones, a» the 
often did, through ignorance, refinement, or mil 
take : And I mention it to the honour of the & 
t:retary Bolingbroke, as well as of the Treafurei 
that having myfelf, upon many occaiions, joine 
with the former, in quarrelling with the Earl 
conduct upon certain points, the Secretary woul< 
in a little time after, frankly own that he was alt( 
gether miftaken. 

Laftly, I cannot excufe the remiflhefs of tho( 
ivhoie buiinefs it flieuld have been, as it certain! 
was their intereft to have interpofed their good 6 
fices for healing this unhappy breach among' tt 
mioiAers : But of this I have already fpoken. . 
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CHAP. II. 

[Written about a year after.] 

CJAving proceeded thus far, I thought it would 
^-^ be unneceflary to fay anything upon the other 
head, relating to the defign of bringing in the Pre- 
tender: For, upon the Earl of Oxford's impeach- 
meat, the gentlemen of the prevailing fide aiTured 
OK, that the whole myftery would be fooo laid o- 
pen to the world, and were ready to place the me- 
rit of their caufe upon that ilTue : This difcovery 
ve all expected from the Report of the Secret Com- 
luttc: But, when that treatife appeared, (whoever 
irere the compilers) we found it to be rather the 
nrork of a luxuriant fancy, an abfolute ftate- 
pamphlet, arguing for a caufe, than a dry recital 
offaAs, or a tranfcript of letters; and, for what 
related to the Pretender, the authors conteatcd 
themfelves with informing the public, that the 
whole intrigue was privately carried on in perfonal 
treaties between the Earl of Oxford and the Abbe 
Gaultier, which mull needs be a doArlne hard of 
digeftioo to thofe who have the leaft knowledge ei- 
ther of the Earl or the Abbe, or upon what foot 
the latter flood at that time with the Englifh minif- 
try : I conceive that whoever is at a diflance e- 
Dough to be out of fear either of a vote or a mcf- . 
fenger, will be as eafily brought to believe all the 
Popifh legends together. And to make fuch aix 
aflertion, in a public report delivered to the Houfe. 
of Comnioms, without the leail attempt to prove 
jc, will fome time or other be reckoned fuch a drain 
upon truth and probability, as is hard to be equal- 
loi in a SpaniQi romance. I think it will be allow- 
ed, that the articles of high treafon drawn up a- 
gainft the Earl were not altogether founded upon . 
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the report, or at kaft that thofe itnportanc hinti 
about bringing in the Pretender were more proper 
materials to furnifb out a pamphlet than an im- 
peachment ; fince this accufation hath no part e- 
veil amon^ the high crimes and mifdemeanors. 

But, notwithftanding ali this, and that the Earl 
of Oxford, after two years refidence iii the tower, 
was at length difmified without any trial ; yet the 
reproach ftill went on, that the Queen's laft o^inil^ 
try, in concert with their miftrefs, were deeply en- 
gaged in a defign to fet the Pretender upon the 
throne* .The cf^ltivating of which accufation I im* 
pute to the great goodnefi of thofe in power, who> 
are fo gracious, to affign a reafon, or at leail give a 
countenance for that fudden and univepfal fweep 
they thoughtfit to make on their firft appearance ; 
whereas they might as well have fpared that cere- 
mony, by a fhort recourfe to the royal prerogative, 
which gives every Prince a liberty of chuGng what 
fervants he will. 

There are two points which Ibelieve myfelf able 
to make out. Firft, that neither the late Queen 
nor her minifters did ever entertain a deiign of 
bringing in the Pretexxlef during her Majefty's life, 
or that he (hould fucceed after her deceafe. 

Secondly, that if they conceived fuch a defigni 
it was abfolutely neceiTary to profecute it from' the 
firft year of their mtniftry ; bccaufe, for at leaft a 
year before the Queen's death, it was impoffible 
€ J have put fuch a defign in execution. 

I muft premtfe with three circumftances which 
have a great tScA on me, and muft have the like 
upon thofe among my friends who haye any toler- 
able opinion of my veracity, and it is only to thofe 
that I oflfer them. 

1 remember, during the late treaty^ of peace, dif- 

courfing at fcveral times with fome very eminent 

peribns of the oppoHte fide, with whom I had long 

'aeguaintsmrcc, I aikcd ibem (crioufly, whether thej 
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or any of their friends did in eamefl believe, or 
fufpe£l the Queen or the miniAry to have any fa- 
vourable regards towards the Pretender ? They all 
• confefled for themfclves, that they believed nothing 
of the oiatter ; and particularly a perfon at preienc 
in great employaienc. faid to me withlnuch frank- 
nels, •* You fet up the church and bacheveral k- 
ga'inft us, and we fet up trade and the Pretender 
agaioft you. 

The iccond point I would obferve is this, That, 
daring the courfe of the late roinidry, upon occa- 
fion of the libels everyday thrown about, I had the 
eurjoficy to aik almoft every perfon in great employ- 
ment, whether they knew, or had heard, ot any 
one particular man (except thofe who profefTed to 
be Nonjurors) that difcovered the lead inclination 
towards l&c Pretender ; and the whole nunibLr 

1 they could muiter up did not amount to above tiye 
or £x, among which one was a certain old Lord 
lately dead, and one a private gentleman, of- little 
^ conieqoence, and of a broken fortune : Yet I do 
•at oot believe myfelf to have omitted any one great 
%} man that came in my way, except the Duke of 
c, Buckingham, in who'e company I never was above 
once or twice at mod : I am, therefore, tis confi- 
zA dent as a than can be of any truth which will not 
x| admit a demondration, that, upon the Qn^een's 
i\ death, if we except Papids and Nonjurors, there 
icf could not be five hundred perfons in Englanti, of 
til ranks, who had any thoughts of the Pretender ; 
aad, among thcfc, not fix of any quality or con- 
fcqucnce : But how it hath come to pals that fcve- 
ral millions are faid to' have fince. changed ihclr 
fcmimcnts, it fhall not be my pait to inquire. 

The lad point is of the fame drain, anU I ofTcr 

it, like the two former, to convince only ihofe 

who are willing to believe me on ir:y own word ; 

I that having been, for. the fpace of almod four 

years, very nearly and perpetually conveifAut w\v\\ 

I VoL.XIJ. G \\vvi^t 
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thofe who had the greateft fhare of power, and 
this, in their times of leifure as well as bufinefs, I 
could never hear one fingle word to be let fall in 
favour of the Pretender, although I was curious 
enough to obferve» in a particular manner, what 
pafied upon that fubjeA. And I cannot but think, 
that, if fuch an affair had been in agitation, I muft 
have had either very bad luck, oi^ a very fmall 
fhare of common underftanding, not to have dif- 
covered fome grounds, at leaft, for fufpicion. Be- 
caufe I never yet knew a minifter of fl:ate,or indeed 
any other man, fo great a maftcr of fecrecy, as to 
be able, among thofe he nearly converied with, 
wholly to conceal his opinions, however, he may 
cover his deiigns. This I fay, upon a fuppofitioa 
that they would have held on the mafk always be- 
fore me, which, however, I have no reafoo to 
believe. And, I confefs, it is with the expence of 
iome patience that I hear this matter fummarily de- 
termined by thofe who had no advantages of know- 
ing any thing that pafled, otherwife than what they 
found in a libel or a cofFechoufe ; or, at bcft, from 
general reafonings built upon miftaken fadts. Now, 
although what I have hitherto faid upon this point 
can have no influence further than my own perfo* 
nal credit reacheth, yet, I confefs, I (hall never 
be brought to change my opinion, till fome one, 
who had more opportunities than I, will be able 
to produce any fingle particular from the letters, 
the difcourfes, or the adlions of thofe minifters, as 
a proof of what they alledge, which hath not yet 
been attempted or pretended. 

Bur, I believe, there may be feveral arguments 
of another mlture produced, which can make it 
very evident to thofe who will hear reafon, that 
the Queen's minifters never had it in their thoughts 
to alter the fucccfiion of the crown. 
For, Srd, when her Ma^efty had determined to 
chaoge her /crvants, it \s -verj v?t\\ \LtkoviTv^ ^a\ 
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tliofe, whom Ihc appointed to fucceed them, were 
generally accounted favourers of what is called the 
Ja>w church party^ not only my Loids Oxford, 
BalinghiOke, and Harcourt, but a great majority 
of the reft : Among which"! can immediately name 
the Dukes of &hrew{biii7, Ncwcattle, and Argyle ; 
ihe E^rls of Peterborow, Rivers, Strafford, Hay, 
and Orrery ; the Lords Manfcl and Malham, with 
feveral others whom I cannot at prefent recollect. 
WJKiicas, of the arher party, the Dukes of Or- 
iBond and Buckingham, and the Earl of Dart- 
mouth were the only perfons introduced at firft, 
and very few afterwards : Which, 1 fuppofc, will 
clearly evince, that the bringing in of the Preten- 
der was not the original fcheme of fiich miniilers, 
and that they were by no means pi-oper iuftrumenta 
for foch a work. 

^ And whoever knew any thing of the Queen's 
(If/j>oiicioa, muft believe ihe had no inclinations ac 
til in favour of" the Pretender : She was highly and 
pablicly difpleafed with my Lord Bolingbrokc, be- 
caufe he was feen under the fame roof with that 

?5rfon at an opera, when his Lord (hip was fent to 
rancc upon fome difEcultics about the peace ; her 
Majcfty faid, that he ought to have immediately 
withdrawn, upon the appearance of the other; 
wherein, to fpeak with freedom, I think her judge- 
ment was a little miAaken. And at her toilet, a- 
mong her women, when mention happened to be 
made of the Chevalier, fhe would frequently let 
fall exprcffions of fuch a nature, that made it ma* 
tiifeft how little fhe delerved thoft reproaches 
which have been caA on her fince her death, upoa 
that account. 

Befides, I have already faid, that her Majefty 
began thofe changes at court for no other cauie 
than her perfonal difpleafurc againft a certain fa- 
mily, and their zWies-y and from the ho^t ftitXi^^ 
to obtMa St peace, by the removal of {oca<i vi\i0^c 
G 2 \ti\.«^^ 
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jnicreft it was to obftruft it : That when the for- 
mer Chancellor, Prcfidcnt, and others came to her, 
determined to deliver up their employments, (he 
prefled them fomcwhat more than . it became her 
dignity, to continue in their (Nations ; of which, 
1 fuppofe, my Lord Cowper is yet a living wit- 
ncfs. 

I am forced to repeat what I have before obfcrv- 
ed, that it was with the titmofl difficulty (he couldb 
be ever perfuaded to difmifs any perfon upon the ' 
Ibore of party, and that (he drove her minifters in* 
to ihe greateft diftrefs, upon my Lord Notting- 
ham's vote againd any peace without Spain, for 
want of fpeaking to one or two depending Lords^ 
although with the la(l danger of breaking the mca- 
Ibres (he was moft fond of towards fetthdg the re- 
pofe of Europe. She had, befides, upon the re- 
moval of the Dutchefs of Marlborough, chofen 
.Another great lady ♦ to fuccced, who quickly grew 
into higher credit than all her minifters together t 
A lady openly pr6fe(nng the utmo(t averfioo from 
the perfons, the principles, and mcafurcs of thofe 
who were then in power, and excelling all, even 
ot her own fex, in every art of infinuation : And 
this her Majefly thought fit to do, in oppodtion to 
the (trong(;ft reprefentations that could po(Ebly be 
m;ide to her, of the inconveniencies which would 
enfue. . Her only objection again ft feveral clergy- 
men, recommended to her for promotions in xht 
church, was their being too violent in party. And 
a lady, in high favour with her, hath frequently 
aflurcd mc, that whenever (he moved the Queen 
to difcard (bme perfons, who, upon all occahonsi 
\vith great virulence, oppofed the court, her Ma- 
jefty would conftantly refufe, and, at the fame 
lime, condemn her for too mL»h party>zeal. 

B^Uy belide all this, there never was a more ftale 

• Pm€he{s 9( Somei^ct* 
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or antiquated caufe than that oF the Pretender, at 
the time when her Majefly chofe her laft minifters, 
who were moft of them children or youths, when 
King James II. abdicated 1 They found a Prince 
upon the throne before they were of years to trou* 
bie themieives with fpcculations upon government ; 
and, confequently, could have no fcruples of con* 
fciencc in fubmitting to the preient powers, fince 
they hardly remembered any other. And, tmly, 
this was in general the cafe of the whole kingdom: 
tottbiZ adherents of King James II. were all either 
dead or in exile, or funk in obfcurity, laden with 
years and want ; fo that if any guilt were contrail-- 
cd by the Revolution, it was generally underftood 
that our anceftors were only to anfwer for it. And 
I am confident, with an exception to profefied 
Non]urors, there was not one man in ten thoufand^ 
through England, who had other fentiments. > Nor 
can the contrary opinion be defended, by arguing 
the prodigious difaffeAion at prefent, becaufe the 
(iune thing hath happened before from the fame 
cauies in our own country, . aiul within the memo- 
ry of man^ although not with the fame event. 

But fuch a difaflPeflion cpuld hardly have been 
raifed againft an abfent prince, who was only in 
expcAation of the throne ; and, indeed, I cannot ' 
but reckon it as a very ftrong argument for the 
good difpofition, both in theminiftry and kingdom, . 
towards the houie of Hanover, that| During my 
Lord Oxford's adminiftration, there was never 
thrown out the leaft refleAion againft that illuftri- 
ons Houfe, in any libel or pamphlet ; which would 
hardly have happened, if the fmall party- writers 
could have thought, that by fuch a performance, they . 
would have made their court to thofe in power; 
and which would certainly have been a very ufeful 
preliminary, if any attempt had been intended to- 
wards altering the fucceilion to the crovitv. ^^\^ . 
howerrr, to Ay the truth, invcftWcs ?LgaJvu& v\i^ 
C 3 isifeTi^, 
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abfent, and with whom w€ have nothing to do; 
although they may render perfons little and con- 
temptible, can hardly make them odious : For 
hatred is produced by motives of a very different 
nature, as experience hath {hewn. And although 
politicians affirm it more eligible for a prince to be 
hated than defpifed, yet that maxim is better caU 
culated for an abfolute monarchy than for the cli* 
mate of England. But I am fenilble this is a di- 
greffion ; therefore I return. 

The treaties made by her Majefty with France 
and Spain, were ^calculated in feveral points direA* 
]y againft the Pretender, as he hath now found to 
his coft, and as it is manifeft to all the world. Nei- 
ther could any thing be more fuperficial than the 
politics of ihofe who could be brought to think 
that the Regent of France would ever engage in 
meafures againft the prefent King of England^ and 
how the grimace of an ambaiTador's taking or not 
taking his public charaAer, as in the cafe of the 
Earl of Stairs, fhould ferve fo long for an amufe- 
ment, cannot fufficiently be wondered at. What 
can be plainer, than that the chief intereft of the 
Duke of Orleans is woven and twifted ^ith that, 
of King George; and this. Whether it ihall be 
thought convenient to fuffcr the young King of 
France to live longer, or not ? For, in the fecond 
cafe, the Regent perfeAly agrees wiih our prefent 
King in this particular circumftance> that the whole 
order of fucceffion hath been broken for his fake ; 
by which means he likewife will be incumbered 
with a Pretender, and thereby engaged, upon the 
ftrongeft motives, to prevent the union of France 
'and Spain undergone monarch. And, even in the 
other cafe, the chance of a boy's life, and his leav- 
ing heirs- male of his body« is fo dubious, that the 
hopes of a crown to the Regent, or his children, 
will certainly keep that Prince, as long as his power 
continues, very firm ia his alliance with England. 
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And, as this defign was originally intended and 
Avowed by the Queen's minifters*, in their treaties 
with France and Spain, fo the events have fully an- 
fwered in every particular. The prefent King fuc- 
ceeded to thefe crowns with as hearty and univerfal 
a di/pofition of the people, as could poffibly confiflr 
with the grief for the lofs of fo gracious and ex- 
ccllient a Frincefs as her late Majefty : The parlia« 
ment was moft unanimous in doing every thing that 
could endear them to a new Monarch. The gene^ 
12,1 peace did entirely put an end to any defign 
which France or Spain might probably have laid 
to make a di^rfion by an invafion upon Scotland,^ 
with the Plretender at the head, in cafe her Majefty 
had happened to die during the courfe of the war: 
And, upon the death of the late French king, the 
Duke of Orleans fell immediately into the ftrideft: 
mcafures with Endand ; as the Queen and her mi- 
oifters eafily foreiaw it would be neceflary for him 
to do, from every reafon that could regard his own 
mtereft. If the Queen had died but a fhort time 
before the peace, and either of the two great pow- 
ers engaged againft us had thought fit to have 
thrown fome troops into Scotland, although it could 
not have been a very agreeable circumftance to a 
fucceflbr and a (Iranger, yet the univerfal inclina- 
tions at that time in England towards the Houfe of 
Hanover, would, in all probability, have prevented 
the confequences of fuch an cnterprize. But, on 
the other fide, if the war had continped a year 
longer than her Majcfty's life, and the fame caufes 
had been applied to produce the fame tScds upoa 
the afftdlions of the people, the ifliie muft inevita- 
bly have been either a long and bloody civil war, 
orafudden revolution. So that no incident could 
have arrived more effc^ual to fortify the King's 
tide, and fecure his pofleiCon, than that very peace 
fo much exploded by one party, and fo juiily ce- 
kbratcd by the other j in continuing to declare 
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which opinioBS. under the prefent fituadon of 
things, it is not very improbable that they may both 
be in jeft. 

But if any articles of that peace were like to en* 
danger the Proteftant fucceffion, how could it come 
to pafs that the Dutch, who were guarantees of tiat 
fucceffion, and valued for xealous defenders of it, 
Ihould be fo ready with their offers to comply with 
every article ; and this for no greater a reward than 
a ihare in the Ajfiento trade, which the oppofers of . 
peace reprefented to be only a trifle. That the £aifi 
is true, I appeal to Monfieur de Buys, who, tipoa 
fome difficulties the miniftry were under by the 
Earl of Nottingham's vote againft any peace while 
Spain continued in the Bourbon family, undertook 
to make that matter eafy, by getting a fiiU appro- 
bation from the Sutes, bis Mafters, of all her Ma- 
jefty's proceedings, provided they might be (harers 
in that trade. I can add this further, that fome 
months after the conclufion of the peace, and a- 
Qiidft all the appearing difcontents of the Dutch, 
a gentleman who had long refided in Holland, and 
was occafionally employed by the minifters here, 
afiured me that he had power from the penfioner to 
Ueat with the Earl of Oxford, about fending hither 
an extroardinary embaily from Holland, to declare 
that the States were fully fatisfied with the whole 
plan of the peace, upon certain conditions, which 
were eafy and honourable, and fuch as had no re* * 
lation at all to the Pretender. How this happened 
to fail, I never inquired, nor had any difcourfe a- 
bout it with thofe in power. For then their afiairt 
were growing defperate, by their quarrels among 
themfelves, and by the Earl of Oxford's declina- 
tion in the Queen's favour ; both which became fo 
public, as weir as her Majcfty's bad ftate of health, 
that, I fuppoie thofe circumftances might eaiily cool 
the Dutch politicians in that purfuic. 

Ire- 
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I remember to have heard it objefted agaioft the 
j^re mioillry, as an in (lance of their inclination to- 
wards the Pretender,, that they were carelcfs in cul- 
tivating a good con-cfpondcnce with the Houfc of 
Hanover. And, on the other fide, I know very 
well what continual pains were employed to fatisry 
and inform the Elector, and his minifters, in every 
ftcp taken by her Majedy, and what ofiers were 
made to his Highnefs for any further fecurities of 
tiie fucccffion in hkn and his family, that could 
coo/ift with the honour and fafety of the Queen. 
To this pnrpore were all the inftrudtions given to 
Earl Rivers, Mr. Thomas Harley, Lord Clarendon^ 
and fome others. But all endeavours were render- 
ed abortive by a foolifh circumftance, which hath 
often made me remember the common obfervation^ 
of the greateft events depending frequently upon 
the loweft, jrileft, and obfcureft caufes : And this 
ifi sever more verified than in courts, and the iflues 
of public affairs, whereof I could producCa from 
my own knowledge and obfervation, three or four 
▼cry furprizing indances. I have feen an old bed- 
Biaker *, by o£Sicioufly going to one door when 
grautude as well as common fenfe fhould have lent 
her to another, become the inflrument of putting the 
sauon to the expence of fome thoufand lives, and 
icveral millions of money. I have known as great 
an event from the flupidity, or wilfulnefs of a beg- 
garly Dutchman t, who lingered on purpofe half 
an hour at a vifit, when he had promifed to be 
foQiewhere elfe. Of no greater dignity was that 
circumftance, which rendered ineffc^ual all endea- 
vours of the late miniftry to eftablifti themfelves in 
the good graces of the court of Hanover, as I (hall 
particularly relate in another work. It may fufficc 

• Mn. FoiiTon, aeceflary-woman to the Queen, preferred to thu 
(&pk>ymcnt by my Lady .Maiham* 
t Carew LirdHanfden, born and bred in HoU»i\d« 
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to hint at prefent, that a delay in conveying a very 
inconfiderable fum, to a very inconfiderable French 
Tagrant J, gave the opportunity to a more induftn- 
OU9 party, of corrupting that channel through 
which all the ideas of the difpofitions and deiigns 
of the Qiieen, the minifters, and the whole Briciffa 
natron were conveyed. 

The fecond point which I conceive myfelf able to 
make out. is this : That if the Queen's miniflen 
had, with or without the knowledge of their Mi- 
ftrefsy entertained any thoughts of altering the fuc- 
Gcffion in favour of the Pretender, it was ablb- 
lutely necefiary for them to have begun, and pro£> 
ctited that defign, as foon as they came into her 
Majefty's fervice. 

There were two circumftances which would have 
made it nectffary for them to have loft no time. 
Firfty.becaufe it was a work that could notpoffibly 
be done on a fudden. For the whole nation, &1<^ 
moft to a man, excepting profefled Nonjurors, had 
conceived the utmoft abhorrence of a Popifh fno^ 
ccflbr. And, as I have already obferved, thefcruplt 
of confcience, upon the point of loyalty, was whol« 
ly confined to a few antiquated Nonjurors, who laj 
fiarving in obfcurity. So that, in order to have 
brought fuch an affair about in a parliamcjitaiy 
way, fome years muft have been employed to- turn 
the bent of the nation, to have rendered one per« 
fon odious and another amiable ; neaher of which 
is to be foon conipaffed towards abfent princes^ 
unlefs by comparing them with thofe of whom 
we have had experience,, which was. not then the 
cafe. 

The other circumftance was the bad condition of 
the Queen's health ; her Majefty growing everyday 

} Robithan, then, at Hanover^ bat in the fervice of fomeocber 
German Prmce^ it is not known how, got int« fomc credit with t]M 
llcftor, ' - . 
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more unwieldy, and the gout, with other diforders 
iocreafing on her ; fo chat whoever was near the 
court, for about the two laft years of her reign, 
might boldly have fixed the period of her life to a 
▼ery few months, without pretending to prophefy. 
And how little a time the minifters had tor fo great 
a work as that of changing the fuccefiion of the 
crown, and how difficult the very attempt would 
have been, may be judged from the umbrage taken 
by /everal Lords of the Church- party, in the laft 
year of her reign, who appeared under an appre- 
hcnfion that the very quarrels among the minifttrs 
might poffibly be of lome difadvantage to the Houfe 
of Hanover. And the univerfal declaration, both 
among Lords and Commons, at that time, as well 
in favour of the Eleftor as againft the Pretender, 
are an argument beyond all convlAlon, that fome 
years muft have been fpent in altering the difpofi- 
lioDi^f the people. Upon this occaiion I ihall 
not fbon forget what a great minifter then faid to 
me, and which I have been fince aflured was like- 
wife the Duke of Shrewfbury's opinion, 'Ehat there 
could be no doubt of the Eledlor's undiflurbed fuc- 
ceffion ; but the chief difficulty lay in the future 
di£ifie£tion of the church, and people, and landed 
iotereft, from that univerfal change of men and 
meafures, which he forefaw would arrive. And it 
muft be, to all impartial men, above a thoufand 
witne£es, how innocent her Majefty's fervants were 
upon this article ; that, knowing lb well through 
what channels all favour was to pafs upon the 
Queen's demife, that, byt^ciir coming into powtr, 
they had utterly, and for ever, broken all meafiires 
with the oppofite party; and that, in the beginning 
of their adminiftration, there wanted not, perhaps, 
certain favourable jundlures, which fome future 
circumftances would not have failed to culuvate ; 
yet their aftions fliewed them fo far from any view 
towards the Pretender, that they neglefted purfuing 
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chofe meafures which they had conflantly in their 
power, not only of fccuring themfelves, but the ia- 
cereft of the church, without any yiolence to the 
Prcteftant fucceffion in the perfon of the EleAor. 
And this unhappy negleA I take to have been th€ 
only difgrace of their mini dry. To prevent thit 
evil was, I confbfs, the chief point wherein all jfxj 
little politics terminated ; and the methods wertf 
eafy and obvious. But whoever goes about to gaio 
favour with a prince by a readinefs to enlarge his 
prerogative, although out of principle and opinion^ 
ought to provide that he be not out-bid by another 
party, however profeffing a contrary principle. For 
I never yet read or heard of any party ading la 
oppolition to the true intereft of their country, , 
whatever republican denominations they afiedted to 
be diftinguiihed by, who would not be contented - 
to chaffer public liberty for perfonal power, or for . 
an opportunity of gratifying their revenge. Of, 
which truth Greece and Rome, as well as many. ■. 
other ftatcs, will furnifh plenty of examples. This ■ 
reflexion I could not well forbear, although it may t 
be of little ul'e further than to difcover my own , 
refentment. And yet, perhaps, that misfortune i 
ought rather to be imputed to the want of concert - 
and confidence, than of prudence or courage. : 

I muft here take notice of an accufation charged 
upon the late miniftry, by the Houfe of Commons, 
that they put a lie, or falfehood, into the Queen's 
mouth, to be delivered to her parliament. Mr. The- * 
mas Hsrrlcy w4,s fent to tbe^Eltclor of Hanover with 
inflrnc^ions, to offer his Highncfs any further fecori- 
tics, for rcttling the fucceflion in him and his family, - 
that coulJ conlilt with herMajefty't honourand fjfeiy. 
This genrlcman writ a letier to the Secretary of State, 
a little before his return from Ildnovcr, iignifyiog 
in direft terms, that the Elector exprefled himfelf 
fatisfied in the Queen's proceedings, and defired to 
live in confidence wiih her. He writ to the fame 

purpbfc' 
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purpofe to one of the under-fccrctaries, and men- 
tioacd the fa<St as a thing that much pleafcd him, 
and what he deGred mi^ht be as public as pofllble. 
Both thefe letters I have read ; and the Queen, as 
fhe had reafon to fuppofe, being fufficienily autho- 
riied by this notice from her miniftcr, made mtn- 
tion of that information in a fpeech from the throne* 
M the faft were a lie, it is what I have not heard 
Mr. Harlcy to have been charged with. From 
what hath fincc pafled in the world, I (hould inclcvd 
be inclined to grant, it might have been a compli- 
ment in his Highncfs, and perhaps underftood to 
be fo by the Queen ; but, without queftion, her 
Majeily had a fair excufe to take the Elector accord* 
ing to his words. And if this be fo, the imputa- 
tion of falfehood muft.r€main where thefe accufers 
ef that excellent Princefs's veracity will, I fuppofe, 
not profcfs (at lead) an inclination to place it. 

I am very willing to mention the point, wherein, 
asi faid, all my little politics terminated, and where- 
in I may pretend to know that the miniAcrs were 
of the fame opinion ; and would have put it in 
pra£lice, if it had pleafed God to let them continue 
to aft with any kind of unanimity, 

I have already obfcrved, how well it was known 
at court what meafures the Elcdlor intendtd to f(;I- 
low, whenever his fucccffion fhould take phcc ; 
and what hands he would employ in the admiiii- 
ftration of his affairs. I have likcwife mcntioiicJ 
feme fiifts and rcafons, which influrnced and fixed 
his tlighneis in that determination, notwlThftand- 
iDg, all poffible endeavours to djveri him fi om It, 
No-v, if we confider the difpoluions of England at 
that time, when almoft the whole body of the cler- 
gy, a vaft majority of the landed intoreft, and of 
the people in general, were of the Church^^virty ; 
itmaft be granted that one or two a^t^. wliich might 
have pafled in ten days, would h.»vc put it utterly 
out of the power of the Ajcceflbr to have pvnic\\\tCL 
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a Houfe of Commons of a different ftamp, and this 
with very little diminution to the prerogative ; which 
adls might have been only temporary. For the ufual 
arts to gain parliaments can hardly be applied with 
fuccefs after the ele£lionj againft-a majority, atleaft, 
of three in four; becaufe the trouble and expence 
would be too great, befide the lofs of reputation. J'or 
neither could fuch a number of members find their 
account in point of profit, nor would, the crown be 
at 16 much charge and hazard merely for the fake 
of governiag by a fmall party, againft the bent aa4 
genius of the nation. And, as to all attempts of 
influencing elcAors, they would have been fiiffi- 
ciently provided for by the fcheme intended. J 
iuppofc it need not be aidded, that the government 
of tilngland cannot move a Sep, while the Houfe 
of Commons continues to dtflike proceedings, or 
perfons employed, at leaft in an age wbea parlia* 
xnents are grown (b frequent, and are made fo ae- 
ceiTary : Whereas a minifier is but the creature o£ 
a day ; and a Houfe of ?Lords hath been luodelled 
in many reigns, by enlarging the number, as well 
as by other obvious expedients. 

The judicious reader will foon comprehend how 
eafily the legiflature, at that time, could have pro- 
vided againll the power and influence of a court, 
or miniftry, in {iiture ele£lions, without the leaft 
injury to the fiicceffion, and even without the mo- 
dern invention of perpetuating themfclves ; whichi 
however, I mud needs grant to be one of the mod 
elfe£tual, vigorous, and refblute proceedings that I 
have yet met with in reading or information. For 
the long parliament under King Charles I. ahhough 
it fhould be allowed of good authority, will hardly 
amount to an example. 

I muft again urge and repeat, that thofe who 
charge the E\rl of Oxford, and the reft of that 
miniftry, with a delign of altering the fucceffioa 
of the crown in favour of the Pretender, will, per* 

h^ps, 
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hapSy be at fome difficulty to fix the time wh:n 
that delign was in agitation : For, if fuch an at'* 
tempt had begun with their power, it is not cafy 
to affign a reafoo why it did not iuccced ', becaufe 
there were certain periods when her Majc(^y and 
her fervants were extremely popular; and thehotife 
of Hanover not altogether fd much; upon account' 
of fome behaviour and management in one or two of 
tbeir minifters here, and'fomc other circumftanccs 
that may better be pafSrd over in iiknce: All which, 
however^ had no other confequence than that of 
repeated mefi^ges of kindnefs, and afTurance to the 
Elcftor.' During the laft two ytars ot'ihe Qocen^ 
iife, her health was in- fuch a condition, that it was 
wondered haw (he* could, hold oui^ fo long : And 
thenv as I have already obferved, it was too late 
and hazardous to engage in an enterprize which 
required fo much time, and which the mini(lers 
tiie/n/eives had rendered impra^icable by the whole 
courfe of their former proceedings, as well as by 
the continuance and heightenrng of ihofc diidii*- 
Sons which had early rlicn among them.- 

The party now in power will eailly agree, that 
ihb defign of' overthrowing the futccflion couM 
not be owing to any principle of conrcicncc-in iholr 
whom they accufe ; for they knew very wclV, by 
tlicir own expei'icnce and obfcivHiion, that fuch 
kind of fcruples have given but fmall difturbance 
of late years in thefe kingdoms. S'mce inrertfl is 
therefore the only teft by which we arc to judge ilic 
intentions of thofe who manage public alfairs, it 
would have been but feafonable to have fliewn how 
the intereft of the Queen's minirtcrs could be ad- 
vanced by- introducing the Pretender, before ihcy 
were charged with fuch an intention. Her Majelty 
was (evcral y^ars younger than her intended fuccel- 
{w^ and, at the beginning of that miniRry, had no 
difordcrs except the gout, which is not ufually rec- 
koned a ihortner of life ; and thofc in chief uu^ 
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ivere, generally fpe^iking, older than their Miftrefs: 
^>o thac no perlbns had ever a fairer profpeft of 
running on the natural life of an Engliih miniftry; 
conildcring, Hkewiie, the general vogue of the 
kini*domy at that time, in their favour. And it 
v.ill be hard to find an inilance in hiftory of a fet 
of men, in full pofllffion of power, fofanguineas 
to form an cnterprize of overthrowing the govern- 
ment, without the viGble profpeA of a general de« 
fecSion, which (then at lea(^) was not to be hoped 
for. Neither do I believe it was ever heard of, that 
a niinifiry in fuch circumdances durft engage fn io 
dangerous an attempt, without the direA commands 
oF their Sovereign. And as to the perfons then in 
i'ervice, if they may be allowed to have common 
Icnic, they would much fooner have furrendered 
their employments, than hazard the lofs of thc&r 
heads at fo great odds, before they had tried or 
changed the difpoiicion of the parliament \ which 
is an accufatioriy tliat, I think, none of their libc^ 
lers have charged upon them, at leafl till towards 
the end of their miniltry; and then very abfurdly, 
bccaufc the want of time, and other circumftance9» 
rendered fuch a work inipojllble, forfevcral reafooi 
which I have already related. 

And whoever coniiders the late Queen, fo little 
enierprifint; in l^er narure, fo much given to delayi 
and at the fame time fo obfiinate in her opinions, 
(iis rcjlinefs is commonly attended with flownefs), 
lo great a puriutr of peace and quiet, and fo ex- 
empt froni the two powerful paflipns of love and 
hatred ; will hardly think flic had a fpirit turned 
for Aich an undertaking ; if we add to this the 
contempt fhe often exprcffed for the perfon and 
concerns of the Chevalier, her brother, of which I 
have already faid enough to be underftood. 

It hatii been objefted againfl the late Queen and 
her fervants, as a mark of no favourable difpofition 
towards the Houfc of Hanover, that the KUAoral 

Prince 
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Prince was not invited to refide in England: And, 
at the fame time^ it ought to be pbfervcd. that this 
objedion was raifed and fpread by the leaders of 
that party, who firft oppofed the counfel of invit- 
ing him, offering, among other arguments ag.iinft 
it, the example of Queen klizabeth, who would 
Bot fo much as fufier her fuccedbr to be declared « 
txprefling herfelf^ that fhe would not live with her 
grave-ftone always in her {]ght ; although the cafe 
be by no means parallel between the two Queens. 
For, in her late Majefly's reign, the crown wa?> 
as firmly fettled on the Hanover family as the legif- 
latere could cTo it: And the queftion was only, 
vbether the prefumpiive heir, of diftant kindred, 
fhould keep his court in the fame kingdom and me- 
tropolis with the Sovereign, while the nation was 
tora between different parties, to be at the head of 
that faction, which her Majtfty and the body of her 
people utterly difapproved : And, therefore, tiic 
kadcrs on both iides, when they were in power, did 
pofitively determine this queftion in the negative. 
And, if we may be allowed to judge by events, the 
reafoDS were cogent enough ; fince differences may 
happen to arife between two princes the moft near- 
ly allied in blood ; although it be true indeed, that, 
vhere the duty to a parent is added to the allegiance 
of a fubjeft, the confequence of family- diffcntions 
may not always be confiderable. 

For my own part, I freely told my opinion to the 
xninifters ; and did afterwards offer many reafons 
for it in a difcourfe intended for the public, (bu( 
flopped by the Queen's death) that the young grand- 
fon (whofe name I cannot remember) (hould be in- 
vited over to be educated in England ^ by which, I 
conceived, the Queen might be fccured from the 
iDflurnce of cabals and factions ; the zealots, viho 
affe&ed to believe the fucccffion in danger, could 
have no pretences to complain ; and the natioa 
might one day hope to be governed by a prmcc o£ 
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Englifh manners and language, as well as acquaint- 
ed with the true conftitucion of church and ftatc. 
And this was the judgement of thofc at the helm 
before I oflFcrcd it: Neither .were they or their Mi- 
ilrefs to be blamed, that fuch a refolution was not 
purfucd. Perhaps, from what hath fince happen- 
ed, the reader will be able to fatisfy himfelf. 

I have now faid all I could think convenient 
(confidering the time wherein I am writing) upon 
thofe two points, which I propofed to difcourfe on ; 
wherein I have dealt with tlie utoioft impartialityg 
and, I think, upon the faired fuppofition, which is 
that of allowing men to aftupon the motives of their 
interefts or their paflions : For I am not fo weak as to 
think one miniftry more virtuous than anothcr,uolefs 
by chance, or by extraordinary prudence and virtue 
of the Prince ; which laft, taking mankind in the 
Jump, and adding the great counterbalance of roy- 
ftl education, is a very rare accident; and, where 
h happens, is even then of little ufe, when fadiions 
are violent. But it fo falls out, that, among con- 
fending parties in England, the general intereft of 
church and ftate is more the private intereft of one 
iide than the other ; fo that, whoever profcjffeth 
to a6t upon a principle of obferving the Iaws of his 
country, may have a fafe rule to follow, by difco- 
rering whofe particular advantage it chiefly is, that 
the confiiitution fliould be prefcrved entire in all its 
pai ts. For there cannot, properly fpeaking, be a- 
bQve two p)arties in fuch a government as ours; and 
one fide will find themfclves obliged to take in all 
the fubahern denominations of thofe who diflike 
the prefent eftablilhment, in order to make them- 
felves a balance againft the other ; and fuch a party 
compofed of mixed bodies, although they differ 
widely in the feveral fundamentals of religion and 
government, and all of them from the true public 
intereft ; yet, vhi nvcr their leaders are taken into 
power, under an vr.orrUM; uraftive, pr illdefigning 

FriDcei 
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Prince, iwill probablj, by the affiftance of time or 
force, become the majority^ unlefs they be prevent- 
ed I7 a Hcadinefs, whU;h there b link rcafon to 
hope, or by fome revolution^ which there is much 
more reafon to fear. For abufes in adminiftration 
may laft much longer than politicians feem to be a* 
ware of; efpecially where fome bold fteps are made 
to corrupt the very fountain of power and legifla* 
tore : In which cafe, as may happen in fome Oates, 
cbe whole body of the people are drawn in by their 
own fuppofed confent, to be their own enflavers ; 
and where will they find a thread to wind them- 
fdves out of this labyrinth ? Or, will they not ra- 
ther wifh to be governed by arbitrary power, after 
the manner of other nations ? For whoever confi- 
ders the courfe of the Roman empire after Caefar's 
iifurpation, the long continuance of the Turkiflx 
government, or the deftruAion of the Gothic ba- 
lance /n moft kingdoms of Europe, will eafily fee hoW 
tontroulable that maxim is, that re$ nolunt diu male 
edmimjirari: Becaufe, as corruptions are more na- 
mral to mankind than perfedtions, fo they are more 
likely to have a longer continuance. For the vices 
of men, confidered as individuals, are exadly the 
fame when they are molded intq bodies; nor other- 
wife to be withheld in their effefts, than by good 
fundamental laws ; in which, when anj great 
breaches are made, the confequence will be the 
fame as in the life of a particular man, whofe vices 
are fcldom known to end but with himfelf. 
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A D D R E S S 

o r T HE 

HOUSE of LORDS to the QUEEN. 

{^Drawn up by Dr. Swift, it the command of 
the Lord Treasurer, and delivered bj the 
Duke of Grafton,] 

WE your Majefty*s moft dutiful and loyal fub- 
je6b, the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, in* 
parliament a0embled| do, with the greateft joy and 
fatisfa£tion« return pur humble thanks to your 
Majefty for your moft gracious fpeech from the 
throne> and for communicating to this Houfe that 
peace is agreed oh, fo honourable to your Majefty, 
and fafe and advantageous to your kingdoms 3^- by 
which we hope, with the blcffing of God, that your 
people will, in a few years, recover themfclves, 
after fo long and expenfive a war. We likewife 
beg leave to congratulate with your Majefty upon 
the fuccefs of your endeavours for a general peace ; 
whereby the tranquillity and welfare of Europe will 
be owing (next to .the Divine Providence) to your 
Majefty*s wifdom and goodnefs. We never had the 
leaft doubt but that your Majefty, who is the greateft 
ornament and proteAor of the Proteftant religion, 
would do every thing for fccuring the Proteftant 
fucccffion : toward, which nothing can be more 
neceflary than the perfeft harmony there is between 
your Majefty and the Houfe of Hanover. And we 

do 
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Jo humbly aflure your M^jcfty, that, as you arc 
pleaicd to exprefs your dependence (next under 
God) upon the duty and affe^lion of your people ; 
we think ourfelves bound, by the greateft ties of 
religion, loyalty, and gratitude, to make all re- 
turns that can be due, from the moft obedient fub- 
jeds, to the moft indulgent Sovereign. 

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦^•'^^►♦^►♦^♦^►♦^►♦♦^♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦^♦♦♦^ 

A N 

ANECD OTE 

RELATJYE TO THE 

tfeACE OF UTRRECHT. 







|N£ pr, HelvetJus was fent from Paris, by 
Torcy to Devenwordt at the Hague, with the 
firfl propofals for a peace feparate with Holland \ a 
year after which the preliminaries, at Gertruden« 
berg, were tranfaftcd by tJie Mar. I>*Uxellcs and 
Polignac, and afterwards Menager was privately 
difpatched to the fame effeA. 

My Lord Strafford had the firft intimation of 
thcfc feparate tranfaftiohs of France and Holland, 
froin the Duke of Marlborough, (as a thing a gjDod 
while before in agitation) and afterwards from De- 
venwordt himfelf, who told him that he fent to 
Paris for Dr. Helvetius to cure him of a rheuma- 
tifm, which opportunity Torcy took to negotiate by 
him. 

Helvetius fince confirmed the fame ftory to xsij 
Lord Strafford^ in the year 1720. 

A COPY 
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Dr. SWIFT'S Memorial to the QUI 
Ap»il 15* 1714. 

THE change of miniftry- about four year 
the fall of the Duke of Marlborough, an 
proceedings (ince, in relation to the peace anc 
ties, are all capable of beipg very malicious 
prcfcnted to pofterity, if they ftiould fall und 
pen of fotne writer of the oppofite party^ ai 
probably m^-. 

Upon thefc reafons, it is neceffary, fortl 
nour of the Queen^ and in juftice to her fer 
that fome able Hand fhould be immediatel 
ployed to write the hiftory of her Majefty's ] 
that the truth of things may be tranfmittcd ' 
ture ages, and bear down the falfehood of i 
ous pens. 

The Dean of St. Patrick's is ready to und 
this, humbly defiring her Majcfty will pie 
Appoint him her hiftoriographer, not fror 
iriew of the profit, (which is k> inconfiderabl 
fi win hardly ferve to pay the expence of feai 
offices) but from an earneft defire to fer 
Queeo' and country ; for which that emplo 
will qualify him. By an opportunity of ac^- 
thofe places where papers and records are 
which will.be neccflary. 10 any who undertafc 
an hiftory; 
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SOME CONSIDERATIONS 

U^ O N THE 

CoNS£Q^U£NCES HoPED AND JFeARED 
FROM THE 

DEATH of the CLUE EN- 
Aug. 9. 1714. 

JNorder to fet in a clear light what I have to fzf 
*' upon this fubjeA, it will be convenient to exa- 
niiie the ftate of the nation, with reference to the 
two contending parties ; this cannot well be done 
withouc ibme little retrofpcAion into the five laft 
yean of her late Majefty's reign. 

I have it from unqueftionable authority, that 
the Duchefs of Marlborough's favour began to de- 
cline very foon after the Queen's acceffion to the 
throne, and that the Earl of Godolphin's held not 
much above two years longer ; although her Ma- 
jefty (do ill concealer of her affeAions) did not 
long time to deprive them of their power until a 
think fitafter. 

The Duke of Marlborough and the Earl of Go- 
dolphin having fallen early into the intereds of the 
lower party, for certain reafons not feafon.iblc 
kerc to be mentioned, (but which may dcferve m 
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place in the hiftory of that reign) thef made I 
ftcps that Way upon the death of the Prince of i 
mark, taking in ieveral among ' the warmeil 1 
ers of that fide, into the chief employments oi 
ftate. Mr. Harley, then Secretary of ftate, 
who difliked their proceedings, and had very 
overthrown their whole fcheme, was removed 
the utmoft indignation, and, about the fame t 
Sir Simon Harcourt and Mr. St. John, with : 
others, voluntarily gave up their employments. 
But the Queen, who had then a great eileen 
the perfon and abilities of Mr. Harley (and in 
portion of the other two, although at that 
not equally known to her), was deprived o 
fervice with Tome regret, and upon that and o 
motives well known at court, began to think 
fclf hardly ufed, and Yeveral ftories ran at 
whether true or^falfe, that her Majcfty was nc 
ways treated with that' duty (he might ex 
Mean time the church -party were loud in 
complaints, furmifing, from the virulence of 
ral pamphlets ; from certain bills projefted t 
brought into parliattient ; from endeavours t< 
peal the facramental teft ; from the avowed 
ciples, and free fpcechcs of feme perfor 
power, and other jealoufics ncedlefs to re 
that ill defigns were forming againft the rel 
cftabliflicd. 

Thcfe fears were all confirmed b^ the tri 
Dr. Sachevercl, which drew the populace, a: 
man, into the party againft the hiiniftry and 
liament. 

. The^ rftiniftry were very /ufpicious, thai 
Queen had ftill a rcferve of favour to Mi\ Hi 
which appeared by a paflage ih.it happened 
days after his removal ; for the Earl of Godolp 
' coach and his happening to meet near Ken fin 
the Earl, a few hours after, reproached the Qj 
that Ihe privately admitted Mr, Harley, and 
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notVuhout fome diiBcuky undeceived by her Ma- 
jcfty*s aflfcveraiions to the contrary. 

Soon after the Doftor's trial, this gentleman, 
by the Queen's command, and the intervention of 
Mrs. M<»lham, was brought up the back-ftairs ; 
and thai Princefs, fpirited by the addreiTcs from -.dl 
pins, which (hewed the inclinations of her fub- 
)c£b to be very avcrfc from the proceedings in 
coun and parliament, was refolved to break the 
Diutnl power of the Marlborough and Godolp hin 
families, and to begin this work by lakmg the dii- 
pofdl of croploynienib into her own hands : For 
which an opportunity happened by the deith o^ the 
Earl of Lflex, lieutenant Oi the tower, whofe em- 
ployment was given to the Lurl Rivers, to thu great 
difcontentof the Duke c»f Marlborough, who intend- 
ed it for the Duke of Northumberland, thencolonti 
of the Oxford regiment, to which the Earl of 
Hartford was to fucceed. Some time after, the 
Chamberlain's ftaff was difpofed of to the Duke of 
Shrewfbury, in the abfence, and without the piivi- 
tyof the Earl of Godolphin. The Earl o^' Sunder- 
hud's removal followed, and laftly that of the High 
Treafiircr himfelf, whofe office was put into com- 
mifEon, whereof Mr. Harley (made at the fame 
time Chancellor of the Exchequer) was one. I need 
iay nothing of other removals, which are wtll c- 
Dough known and remembered : Let it fulUce, 
that, in eight or nine months time, the whole f-icc 
of the court was altered, and very few fricjKis of 
the former miniftry left in any great ftations there. 

I have good rcafons to be aflured, that when the 
Queen began this change, flic had no intentions 
to carry it ib far as the church party expelled, and 
have (incc been fo impatient to fee. For, although 
flic were a true proftiTor of the religion cftablifh<d, 
yet the fiiil motives to this alteratinn ciiJ. not arife 
from any tl.ingrrs Die apprehended to that or the 
gov' riin:e-.t ; butiroi23 a dtiirc to get 0\3lI oi \\\c 
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dominion Qi foxne, who, (he thought, had kept her 
too ijiuch and too long in pupilage. She was ia 
her own nature extremely dilatory and timorous ; 
yet, upon fome occafions, poiitive to a greiat de- 
gree. -\nd when (he had got rid of thofe, who 
had, as (he thought/given her the moft unj&alinefs, 
fhe was inclined to ftop, and entertain a fancy of 
afting upon a moderating fcheme, from whence > it 
was very difficult to remove her. At the fame time 
I mud confcfs my belief, that this imagination was^ 
put into her head, and made u(e of as an encou- 
ragen\ent to begin that nvork, after which her ad- 
viiers might think it eafier to prevail with^her to ^o 
as far as they thought fit. That thefe were her 
Majefty's difpofitions in that conjuncture, may be 
confirmed by many inftances. Jn the very height 
of the change, fhe appeared very lothc to part 
with two great officers of ft ate of the other party j 
and fome, whofe abfcnce the new minifters moft 
carneftly wiftied, held in for above two years af- 
ter. 

•Mr. Harley, who aftcd as firft minifter before- 
he had the ftaff, as he was a lover of gentle mea- 
fures, and inclined to procraftination, fo he could 
not, with any decency, prefs the Queen too much 
againft her nature ; becaufe it would be like run- 
ning upon the rock where his predcceflTors had fplit^ 
3ut, violent humours running both in the king- 
dom and the new parliament, againft the principles 
and perfons of the low- church party, gave this 
minifter a very difficult part to play The warm 
' members in both houfes, efpecially among the 
commons, preffed for a thorough change, and {o 
did almoft all the Qucen'js new fervants, efpccially 
after Mr. Harley was made an Earl and High Trea- 
furer. He could not in good policy own his want 
of power, nor fling the b!ame upon his miftrefs. 
And, as too miuch fecrefy was one of his faults, 
he would often, upon thefc occafions^ keep, his. 

ticarcft 



the DEATH cf the QUEEN. ' ^9 

jjeircft friends in the dark. The truth is, he had 
iikewife other views, which were better fuited so 
the maxims of ftate in general, than to that fitua- 

, tioD of affairs. By leaving many employments in 
the hands of the difcontenied party, he fell in with 
Ac Queen's humour, he hoped to acquire the re- 

* potation c^ lenity, and kept a great number of ex- 
peftants in order, who had liberty to hope, while 
any thing remained undifpofed of. He fcemed al- 
fo to think, as other minifters have done, that 
fincc factions are neceflary in fuch a government 
ts ours, it would be prudent not altogether to lay 
the prefent one proftrate, left another more plau*- 
fiblc, and therefore not fo cafy to grapple with, 
might arife in its flead . 

However, it is certain that a great part of the 
load he bore was unjuftly laid on him, He had 
no fai^ourites among the Whig- party, whom he 
kept in upon the fcore of old friendihip or acquain- 
tance ; and he was a greater objeft of their haired^ 
than all the reft of the miniftry together* 
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^^ E R M O N 

UPON THE 

MARTYRDOM of King CHARLES L- 

Prcadicd at St. Patrick's, Dublin, Jan. 30, 1725-^: 
being Sunday, 

Gp-nesis xlix. 5, 6, 7. 
Simeon and htvi are brethren ; infiruments of cru^ 

elty are in their habitations. 
my fmU come not thou into their fecret^ unto their 

ajfembly, mine honour, be not thou united » for in their 

anger they Jlew a man, and in their felf-nuill they 

digged down a vjalL 
Cur fed be thiir arger, for it was fierce ; and their 

wrath, for it ivm cruel. I vjiil divide them in Jacobs 

iindfcdtter them in ITrael. 

T Know very well, thai the church hath been of- 
-*■ ten ceniured for keeping holy this day of ' hu- 
miliation, in nTiCmory of that excellent King and. 
bleflcd iiurryr Ciiarles I. who rather chofe to die 
on a iGatiold than betray the religion and liberties 
of his people, whcrewirh God and the laws had 
cnniiflcd him. But, at the fame time, it is mani- 
ieTt, that thole who make fuch cenfures are cither 
people without any religion at all, or who derive 
i/jclr principles, aqd perhaps x^c\t \yv^v\\^ ^^c^m iKe' 



abettors of thofe who contrived the murder of that 
prince, and have not (hewn the world that their 
opinioDS are changed. It is alledged that the ob- 
fcrvation of this day hath ferved to continue and 
increafe the animofity and enmity among our coun- 
tryoTen, and to difunite Proteflants; that a law 
was made upon the Refloration of the Martyr's 
fen, for a general pardon and oblivion, forbidding 
all reproaches upon that occaiion ; and» fince none 
arc now alive who were aftors or inflruments in 
that tragedyvit is thought hard and uncharitable to 
up the memory of it for all generations. Now, 
bccaufe I conceive moft of you to. be ignorant in 
many particulars concerning that horrid murder, 
and the rebellion which preceded it ; I will, 

f'lrftt relate to you fo much of the ftory as may 
be fufiicient for your information : 

Secondly, I will tell you the confequcnces ^hich 
this hioo^^ deed had upon thefe kingdoms : 

And, lajily^ I will ihew you to what good ufc$ 
this folemn day of humiliation may be applied. 

As to \ht Jirfty In the reign of this Prince, 
Charles the Martyr, the power and prerogative of 
the King were much greater than they are in our 
times, and fo had been for at leaft 7<?o years be- 
fore: And th,e beft Princes we ever had, carried 
their power much farther than the blciled Martyr 
oflFered to do in the moft blameable part of his 
reign. But, the lands of the crown having been « 
proidigally beftowed to favourites, in the preceding 
reigns, the fuccecding Kings could not fupport 
themfelves without taxes raifed by parliament ; 
which put them under a neceffity of frequently- 
calling thofe aflcniblies: And, the crown-lands be- - 
ing gotten into the hands of the nobility and gen- 
try, befide the pofleffions of which the church had 
been robbed by Henry VIIL ; power, which always . 
follows property, grew to Jeaa ^to the iAz ot v\vt 
J 3 "pcojX^^ 
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people, by whom, even the juft rights of the 
crown were often difputed, » 

But further : Upon the ^rucl perfccution raifed 
againft the Protcftants, under Queen Mary, among 
.great numbers who fled the kingdom to feek for 
fhelter, feveral went and rcfided at Geneva, >f hich 
is a commonwealth governed without a King, and 
where the religion, contrived by Calvin, is without 
the order of bifhops. When the Proteftant faith 
was reftored by Queen Elizabeth, thofc who fled 
to Geneva returned among the reft home to Eng- 
. Jand, and were grown fo fond of the government 
and religion of the place they had left, that they 
ufed all poffible endeavours to introduce both into 
their own country ; at the fame time continually 
preaching and railing againft teremonies and dif- 
tinfl: habits of the clergy, taxing whatever they 
difliked, as a remnant of popery, and continued 
extremely troublefome to the church and ftate, un- 
der that great Queen, as well as her fucceffor 
ISng James I. Thefe people called themfelves 
Puritans^ as pretending to a purer faith than thofe 
of the church eftabliflied. And thefe were the 
founders of our diflenters* They did not think it 
fufficient to leave all the errors of popery, but 
threw off many laudable and edifying inftiiutions 
of the Primitive Ghurch, and, at laft, even the go- 
vernment of bilhops; which, having been ordain- 
ed by the apoftles themfelves, had continued .with- 
out interruption, in all. Chriftian churches, for a- 
bovc 1500 years. And all this they did, not be- 
caul'e thofe things were evil, but becaufe they were 
kept by the Papifts. From thence they proceeded, 
by degrees, to quarrel with the kingly government ; 
becaufe, as I have already faid, the city of Geneva, 
to which their fathers had flown for refuge, was a 
commonwealth, or government of the people. 

Thcfc Puritans, about the middle of the Mac- 
r/r « reign, were grown 10 be ^ coiAk^«;J5^<i i^QC\op 
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ia the kingdom, and in the Lower Houfe of Par- 
liament. They filled the public with themoft falfc 
and bitter libels againft the bifhops and clergy, 
accufing chiefly the very bcft among them of 
Popery ; and, at the fame time, the Houfe of 
Commons grew fo infolent and uneafy to the King, 
that they refufcd to furnifh him with neccflary fup- 
pties for the fupport of his family, unlefs upon 
lach conditions as he could not fubmit to without 
forfeiting his confcience and honour, and even his 
coronation-oath. And, in fuch an extremity, he 
was forced upon a prafticc, no way juftifiable, of 
raifing money ; for which, however, he had the 
opinion of the judges on his fide : For, wicked 
judges there were in thofe times as well as in ours» 
' There were likewife many complaints, and fome- 
t\mes juftly, made againft the proceedings of a cer- 
tain court, called the Star- chamber^ a judicature of 
%vt2it antiquity, but had fuffered fome corruptions, 
for which, however, the King was no way anfwer- 
able. I cannot recoUeA any more fubjefts of com- 
plaint with the leaft ground of reafon, nor is it 
needful to recollect them, becaufe this gracious 
King did, upon the firft application, redrefs all 
grievances by an aft of parliament, and put it out 
of his power to do any hardfliips for the future. 
But that wicked faftion in the Houfe of Commons, 
not content with all thofe marks of his juftice and 
condefcenfion, urged ftill for more ; and, joining 
with a factious party, from Scotland, who had the 
fame fancies in religion, forced him to pafs an aA 
for cutting off the head of his beft and chief minif- 
tcr; and, at the fame time, compelled him, by tu- 
mults; and threatenings of a packt rabble, poifon- 
cd with the fame dodtrincs, to pafs another law, 
by which it Ihould not be in his power to diflblvc 
that parliament without their own confent, Thus^ 
by the greateA weakncfs and infatuatioti tYi^iX. CMtt 
po£i£cd any man's fpirit, tius Prince 4\d \u cS^&. 
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fign his own deftruAioo. For the Houfe of Com- 
mons, having the reigns in their own hands, drove 
on furioufly ; fcnt him every day fome unreafon- 
able demand, and, when he refufed to grant it, 
made ufe of their own power, and declared, that 
an ordinance, of both Houfes, without the King's 
confent, fhould be obeyed as a law, contrary to 
all reafon and equity, as well as to the fundamental 
conftitution of the kingdom. 

About this time the rebellion in Ireland broke 
out, wherein his parliament refufed to ailift him ; 
nor would accept his offer to come hither in per- 
fon to fubdue thofe rebels. Thefe, and a thoufand 
other barbarities, forced the King to fummon his 
loyal fubjefts to his ftandard in his own defence. 
Mean while the Englifh parliament, inftead of 
helping the poor Protcftants here, feized on the' 
very army that his Majefty was fending over for 
our relief, and turned them againft their own 
Sovereign. The rebellion in Lngland continued 
for four or five years : At laft the King was forced 
to fly in difguife to the Scots, who fold him to the 
rebels. And thefe Puritans had the impudent 
cruelty to try his facred pcrfon in a mock court of 
juftice, and cut off his head ; which he might have 
faved, if he would have yielded to betray the con- 
ftitution in church and (late. 

In this whole proceeding Simeon and Levi were 
brethren, the wicked iniinuations of thofe fanati- 
cal preachers ftirring up the cruelty of the foldiers, 
who,by force of arms, excluded from the Houfe 
every member of parliament, whom they appre- 
hended to bear the leaft inclination towards an a- 
greemcn with the King, fuffering only thofe to 
eater who thirfted chiefly for his blood ; and this 
is the very account given by their own writers. 
From whence it is clear, that this Prince was, in 
all rcfpeits, a real martyr for \\\t \iut t^\\%\oTi and 
liberty of his people, That o4\o\x^ -p^xXv^xxitXixVa^ 
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*. M turned the bifhops out of the Houfc of Lords ; 
[ JQ a fc'^ years after, they murdered their king ; then 
immediately abolifhcd the whole Houfe of Lords ; 
and {o, at laft, obtained their wi(hes, of hsiving a 
gorerament of the people, and a new religion, 
both after the manner of Geneva, without a King, 
abifliop, or a nobleman j and this they blafphe- 
moufly called the kingdom of ChriH: and his faints. 
This is enough for your information on the firft 
head: I ihall therefore proce.^d to the fecond, 
wherein I will fhew you the mifeiMble confequences 
which that abominable rebellion and murder pi o- 
duced iQ thefe nations. 

Firft ^ The Irifh rebellion was wholly owing o 
that wicked Euglifh parliament. For -t- .. leiders 
in the Irifli Popiih maflacre would nevrr h:ive dar- . 
cd to fiir a finger, if they had not been encouraged 
by that rebellious fpirit in the Englilh Houfe of 
Commons^ which they very well knew muft difa- 
We the King from fending any fupplies to his Pro* 
leftant fubje^ here ; and» therefore, we may tru- 
ij fay, chat the Englifh parliament held the King's 
kands^ while the Irifh Papilh here were cutting 
our grandfathers throats. 

Secondiy^ That murderous Puritan parliament^ 
when they had all in their power, could not agree 
Bpon any one method of fettling a form either of 
religion or civil government, but changed every 
day from fchifm to fchifm, fi'om hercfy to herefy, 
and from one fadtion to another. Y\om whence 
arofc that wild confiifion, ftill continuing in our 
fcvcral ways of ferving God, and thofe abfurd no- 
tions of civil power, which have fo often torn us 
with factions more than any other nation in £u« 
rope. 

Thirdly^ To this rebellion and murder have been 
owing the rife and progrefs of Atheifm among us. 
For, men obferrlng what numberlefs v\\13luvc^ ot 
^kiads were committed during twenty 'jcws^ \lw- 
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dcr pretence of zeal and the reformation of God'^ 
churchy were eafily tempted to doubt that all relw 
gion was a mere impofhire : And the fame fpirit of 
infidelicyy fo far fpread among us at this prefent, 
IB nothing but the fruit of the feeds fown by thofe 
rebellious hypocritical faints. . 

Fourthly, The old virtue and loyalty^ and gene- 
rous fpirit of the £ngli(h nation, were wholely 
corrupted by the power, the doftrine, and the ex- ' 
ample of thofe wicked people. Many of the an- 
cient nobility were killed, and their families cx- 
tinft, in defence of their Prince and country, or 
murdered by the mercilefs courts of juftice. 

Some of the worft among them favoured, or 
complied with the reigning iniquities, and not St 
few of the new let created, when the Martyr's foa < 
was reftored, were fuch who had drank too deep 
of the bad principles then prevailing 

Fifthly i The children of the murdered Prince 
were forced to fly, for the fafety of their lives/ to 
foreign countries ; where one of them, at leaft, I 
mean King James It. was feduced to Popery : which 
ended in the lofs of his kingdoms, the mifery and 
defolation of this country, and a long and exnen- ■ 
five war abroad. Our deliverance was owing to 
the valour and condudl^ of the late King ; and, 
therefore, we ouglit to remember him with grati* 
tudc, but not mingled with blafphemy or idolatry. 
It was happy that his interefts and ours were the 
fame : And God gave him greater fuccefs than our 
fins deferved. But, as a houfe thrown down by a 
fi:orm is feldom rebuilt, without fome change in the 
foundation ; fo it hath happened, that, fince the 
late Revolution, men have fat much loofer in the 
true fundamentals both of religion and govern*- 
ment, and factions have been more violent, treach- 
erous, and malicious than ever, men running na- 
turally from one extreme into another ; and, for 
private endsg taking up Oiofe N^rj o^vdlvw»^^- 

W6A 
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fefled hj the leaders in that rebellions which 
carried the blefled Martyr to the fcaffold. 

Sixthly^ Another confcquence of this horrid re* 
teilion and murder was the deftroying or defac* 
lag fuch vaft numbers of God's houfes. In their 
fef'willj they digged down a wall. If a ftranger 
&oald now travel in England, and obierve the 
churches in his way, he could not othcrwife con- 
dude, than that fome vaft army of Turks or Hea- 
thens had been fent on purpofe to ruin and blot 
out all marks of Chriftianity. They fpared neither 
the ftatues of faints, ^r antient prelates, or kings, 
or benef aAors ; broke down the tombs and monu- 
ments of men famous in their generations, feized 
the veflels of filver fet apart for the holieft ufe, 
tore down the moft innocent ornaments, both 
withipL and without, made the houfes of prayer 
dens of thieves, or ftables for cattle. Theie were 
the mildeft cfiedts of Puritan zeal, and devotion 
fbrChrift; and this was what them felves affedled 
to call a thorough reformation* In this kingdom 
thofe ravages were not fo eafily feen ; for the peo- 
ple here being too poor to raife fuch noble temples, 
the mean ones we had, were not defaced, but to- 
tally dcftroyed. 

Upon the whole, it is certain, that although 
God might have found out many other ways to 
have puni(hed a finful people, without permitting 
this rebellion and murder ; yet, as the courfe of 
the world hath run ever iince, we need feek for no 
other caufes, of all the public evils we have hither- 
to fuffercd, or may fuffcr for the fut\ire, by the 
mifconduft. of princes, or wickednefs of the people. 

I go On now upon the third head, to fhew you 
to what good ufes this folemn day of humiliation 
may be applied. 

Firji^ It may be stn in/iruftion to princes \3cLtxsv- 

ftUcs, to be careful ia the choice of ibofe vr\vo ayc 

their advifers la matters of law. All Oic yud^'ts ot 
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England, except one or two. advifed the ! 
that he might legally raife money upon the fu 
for building of fhips, without confent of p 
xnent ; which, as it was the greaicft overfly 
his reign, fo it proved the principal foundati 
all his misfortunes. Princes m^y likewiie 
from hence, not to facrifice a faithful fcrva 
the rage of a faction, nor \o truft any body oi 
with a greater fhare of power than the laws ( 
land have appointed them, ipuch lefs to dcj 
it in their hands, until they (hall pleafe cc 
ftore it. 

Secondly^ By bringing to mind the tragedy o\ 
day, and the confequences that have arifen frc 
we (hall be convinced how neceflary it is for 
in power, to curb, in feafon, all fuch unruly f 
as dcfirc to introduce new dodbrines and difci 
in the church, or new forms of government ij 
ftate. Thofe wicked Puritans began, in Q 
Elizabeth's time, to quarrel only with.furplices 
other habits, with the ring in matrimony, the 
in baptifm, and the like ; thence they went c 
further matters of higher importance, and, at 
they muft needs have the whole government of 
church diflblved. This great woik they compa 
firft, by depriving the bifhops of their feats in 
liament, then they aboliftied the whole order; 
at laft, which was their original defign, they ft 
on all the churcli lands, and divided the fpoil an 
themfclves, and, like Jeroboam, made prieft 
the very dregs of the people. ') his was their 
of reforming the church. As to the civil gov 
ment, you have already he.ird how \\\ty mod 
it upon the murder of their King, anH diic«fr 
the nobility. Yet, clearly to fhcw what a B 
they h;id built, after twelve yeais trial, and tw 
fcvt^rd] ions of government ; the nation, gr 
ivtrnry of their tyranny* was Sorct\\ vvi caW \\\ 
/on of him who'm ihofe rctoYtcv^x^ Vy^Cs. ^aw 
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And thus were Simeon and Levi divided in Jacob* 
ud fcattered in Ifrael. 

Thirdly^ Although the Aicceflbrs of thofe Puri- 
:aos» I mean our prefent diflenters, do not think 
it to obferve this day of humiliation; yet, iince it 
rould be very proper in them, upon fome ncca- 
bns, to renounce in a public manner thofe princi- 
les upon which their prcdccefibrs a^ed ; and ic 
rill be more prudent in them to do fo, becaufe 
hoff very Puritans, of whom ours are followers, 
rand by experience, that, after they had over- 
jmed the church and ftate, murdered their King, 
nd were projeAing what they called a kingdom 
f the faints, they were cheated of the power and 
ofieflions they only panted after, by an upftart 
:ft of religion that grew out of their own bowels. 
ho fubje^cd them to one tyrant, while they were 
ndcavouring to fet up a thou fan d. 

Fourthly y Thofe who profefs to be followers of 
ur church eflablifhed, and yet prefume in dilcoiu fc 
> juftify or excufe that rebellion, and murder of 
le King, ought to confider how utterly contrary 
II fuch opinions are to the doArine of Chriil and 
is apoftles, as well as to the articles of our church, 
nd to the preaching and praAice of its true pro- 
iflbrs for above an hundred years. Of late times, 
ideedy and I fpeak it wuh grief of heart, we have 
card even fermons of a (Irange nature ; although 
:afon would make one think it a very unaccount- 
ble way of procuring favour under a monarchy, 
]r palliating and lefTening the guilt of tho^e who 
mrdered the bed of Kings in cold blood, and, for 
time, deftroycd rlie very monarchy iii'clf. Pray 
fod we may never more hear fuch doftrins frcni 
tie pulpit, nor have it fcattered about in print, to 
oifon the people. 

Fifthly, Some general knowledge of this horrid 
ebcliion and murder, tviih the confequcnees i\^t^ 
ud upo/7 rbefc natiOBSy may be a'warnmg to omv 

Vol, XII K v^^\^^ 
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people not to believe, a lie^ and to miftn 
deluding fpirits, who, under pretence of 
jod more reformed religion, would lead tfa 
^heir duty to God and the laws. Politici 
fay what they pkafe, but it is no hard thir 
for the meaneft perfon, who hath commo: 
ftanding, to know whether he be well or il 
cd. If he be freely allowed to follow \ 
and calling ; if he be fecure in his prop< 
bath the benefit of the law to defend himfe! 
injuftice and oppreffion ; If his religion 
rent from that of his country, and the %o\ 
think fit to tolerate it, (which he may be 
cure of, let h be what it will ;) be ought t 
]y fatisfied, and give no oflPence, by writin 
courfe, to the worship eftablifhed, as the < 
preachers are too apt to do. But if he 1 
oew viHons of his own^ it is his duty to 
and pofiefs them in filence, without diflur 
community by a forious^eal for making pi 
This was the folly and madnefs of thofc 
Puritan fanaticc : They muft needs overt 
ven and earth, violate all the laws of God i. 
make their country a field of blood, to p 
whatever wild or wicked cipinions came ii 
heads, declaring all their abfurdities and 
mies to proceed from the Holy GhofV. 

To conclude this head : lo anfwer to th 
tion of keeping up animofity and hatred 
Proteftants, by the obfervation of this day ; 
be any fe£t, or fort of people among us, ^ 
fefs the fame principles in religion and goi 
which thofe Puritan rebels put in praftice ; 
it is the intereft of afll thofe who love the 
^nd King) to keep up as ftrong a party agai 
kis poiCble, until they fhall, in a body, i 
ftil thofe .wicked opinions upon which the 
ceffbrs aited, \q the difgrace of Chiiftian 
the perpetual iaVamy oi v\\t ^t\^\^ u^xv^^t 
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When we accufe the Fapifis of the horrid doc* 
trioe, that no faith ought to be kept ^vith Heretics, 
they deny it to a man ; and yet we juftly think it 
dangerous to truft them, becaufe we know their 
aA'oos have been fomctimes fuitable to that opinion: 
But the followers of thofe who beheaded the Mar- 
tyr, have not yet renounced their principles ; and, 
tdl they do, they may be juftiy futpc£ted : Neither 
will the bare name of Proteftants iet them right. 
For. (urcly,. Chrift requires more from us than a 
profefllon of hating Popery, which a Turk or an 
Atheift may do as well as a Froteflant. 

If an enflaved people fhould recover their liberty 
from a tyrannical power of any fort, who could 
blame them for commemorating their deliverance 
by a day of joy and thankfgiving ^ And doth not 
the deftruAioB of a church, a King, and three 
kitigdonu, by the artifices^ hypocrity, and cruelty 
of a wicked race of foldicrs and preachers, and o- 
ther Tons of Belial, equally require a folemn time 
of humiliation ? efpecially fince the conftqiiences of 
that bloody fcene ftlll continue, ai» I.hav j already 
fliewn, in their cffe^s upon us. 

Thus I have done witn the ihree hends 1 propo- 
fed to difcourfe on. But, before I conclude, I mull 
give a caution to thofe who hear me, that they may 
not think I am pleading for abfolute unlimited 
power in any one man. It is true, all power is 
from God, and as the apolUc fays, The powers that 
be are ordained of Cod^ but this is in the fame fenfe^ 
that all we have is from God, our food and rai- 
ment, and whatever poflcffion we hold by lawful 
means. Nothing can be meant in thofe, or any 
other words of Scripture, to juflify tyrrtoical 
power, or the favage cruelties of thofe Heathen 
emperors-who lived in the time of the Apoftles -. 
And fo St. Paul concludes, T^e pewers that be are 
^dained §f Cod : For what ? Why, for the J?unxjl3 • 
ment ^ fvi/ dsers, and the praife^ the rc'va.v^, ej 
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t1>em thai do well. There is no more inward i 
in the greatefl Emperor, than in the meaoeft o 
iubje£b : His body is compofed of the fame 
ilance, (he fame parts, and with the fame or g 
er infirmities : His education is generally wor{< 
flattery, and idlenefs, and luxury, and thofe 
difpofttions that early power is apt to give, 
therefore againft common fenfe, that his pi 
perfonai interefl', or pleafure, ihould be put ii 
balance with the fafety of millions, every oi 
which is his equal by nature, equal in the fig! 
God,, equally capable of falvation ; and it is 
their fakes, not his own, that he is intruded 
the government over them. He hath as high 
as can fafely be repofed in one man, and if h( 
charge it as he ought, he deferves all the ho 
and diity that a mortal may be allowed to rec 
His perfonai failings we have nothing to do i 
and eprors in govcrnmeDt are to be imputed t( 
minifters in the ftate* I'o what height thofc 
rors may be fufiered to proceed, is not the bui 
of this day, or this place, or of my fun£tioi 
determine. When opprefBons grow too great 
univerfal to be borne, nature or neccffity may 
a remedy. But, if a private perlbn reafonabl) 
pe^s pardon upon his amendment, for all f 
that are not capital, it would be an hard cond 
indeed, not to give the fame allowance to a Pri 
who muft fee with other mens eyes, and hear 
with other mens ears, which are often wilfully I 
and deaf. Such was the condition of the Ma 
and is fo, in fome degree, of all other princes, 
this we may juftly fay in defence of the com 
people in all civilized nations, that it muft be a 
bad government indeed, where the body of the 
jedls will not rather chufe to live in peace and 
dience, than take up arms on pretence of faul 
the admini()ration unlefs where the vulgar ar< 
iuded by falfe preachers to grow fond of nci» 

1 
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fioof;ind fancies in religion, which, managed bj 
deitrous men, for finifter ends of maiice, envy, or 
ambition, have often made whole nations run mad. 
This was ezadlly the cafe in the whole progrcf? of 
that great rebellion, and the murder of King 
Charles I. ; but the late Revolution under the Prince 
of Orange waft occalioned by a proceeding directly 
contrary, the opprcflion and injullicc there begin- 
ning from the throne. For that unhappy Prince, 
King James II. did not only invade our laws and 
liberties, but would have forced a falfe religion upon 
his fubjefts, for which he was defervedly rejeAed, 
fince there could ht no other remedy found, or at 
Icift agreed on. But, under the bleiled Martyr, 
the deluded people would hare forced many falfe 
religionst not only on their fcHow-fubjcfts. but even 
upon their Sovereign himfelf, and at the Time time 
invaded all his undoubted rights ; and, becaufe he 
would not comply, raifcd ?. horrid rebellion, where- 
in, by the pcrmiffion of God, they prcvaikd, and 
put their Sovereign to death, like a common crimt- 
Dal, in the far^ of the world. 

Therefore, thofc who fcein to think they cannot 
oihcrwife juftify the late Rcvohition, and the change 
of the fncccfiion, than by leflening the guilt of tire 
Puritans, do certainly put the greatcft atfrom rma- 
ginable upon the prefent powers, by fuppoiing any 
relation, or refemblance, between that rebellion 
and the late RcToIuiion; and, confequently^ that 
the prefent eftablifliment is to be defended by the 
fame arguments which thofe ufurpers made ufe of, 
who, to obtain their fyranny, trampled under foi>c 
all the laws both of God and man. 

One great defign ef my difcourfe was, to give 
you warning againll running into either extreme of 
two bad opinions with relation to obedience. As 
kings are called gods upon earth, fo fome would 
allow them an equal power with God over all laws 
and ordinances ; and that the liberty^ and proper- 
K 3 'J', 
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ty, and life, and religion, of the fubjed, dependdt 
wholly upon the breath of the prince ^ which, how- 
ever. I hope, was never meant by thofe who plead- 
ed for paffive obedience^ And this opinion hath 
not been confined to that party which was firft 
charged with it, but hath fometimes gone over to 
the other, to ferve many an evil turn of intereft or 
ambition, who have been as ready to enlarge prero- 
gative, where they could find their own account, at 
the higheft maintainers of it. 

On the other fide, Tome look upou kings as ao- 
fwerable for every miftake or omiffion in govern* 
ment. and bound to comply with the moft unrca^ 
fonable demands of an unquiet fa^ion. which wat 
the cafe of thofe who perfecuted the blefifed Martyr 
of this day from his throne to the fcaSbld. 

Between thefe two extremes it is eafy. fiom what 
hath been faid, to chufe a middle ; to be good and 
loyal fubjeds, yet, according to your power, fiuthr 
A2I aflerters of your religion and liberties. To avoid 
all broachers and preachers of new-fangled do&rines 
in the church ; to be ftriA obiervers of the laws, 
which cannot be jullly taken from you without your 
0wn confent. In fliort, to obey Cod and the King^ 
fn^ Huddle npt wth thofe who arf given tfi changi* 

W]bich that you may all do. &c. 
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An 

ACCOUNT 

F T H E: 

COURT and EMPIRE of JAPAN.- 

Written in Mdccxxviii: 

ti E60GE was thd thirty-fourth Emperor of Ja- 
7^ paQ» and beg^n his reign in the year 341 of the 
Gfarifttan sera, fucceedin^ to Nena, a princefs who 
governed with great felicity. 
■ There had been a revolution in that emigre a- 
bout twenty-fix years before, which made fome 
breaches in the hereditary line ; and Regoge, fuc* 
cefibr to Nena,' although of the royal £uniiy» was a 
diftant relation. 

There were two violent parties in the empire, 
which began in the time of the revolution above 
mentioned; and, at the death of the Kmpre{sNena» 
were la the highefl degree of animofity, each char- 
ging the other with a defign of introducing new 
gods, and changing the civil conftitution. The 
names of thefe two parties were Hufiges and Yorics. 
The latter were thofe whom Nena, the late Em- 
prefs, moft favoured towards the end of her reign, 
and by whofe advice fhe governed. 

The HuHge fa£lion, enraged at their lofs of 
power, made private applications to Regoge during 
the life of the Emprefs } which prevailed fo for, 

that. 



ji6 An ACCOUNT tf//ife COUKT 

that, upon her death, the new Emperor wholly 
disgraced the Yortes, and employed only the Hu- 
iiges in all his affairs. The Japanefe author highly 
blames his Imperial Majefty's proceeding in this 
aflSur ; becaufe, it was allowed an all hands, thai 
he had then a happy opportunity of recon- 
ciling parties for ever by a moderating fcheme. 
But he, on the contrary, began bis rieijn by openly 
difgracing the principal and mod popular Yones, 
fome of which had been chiefly inftrumental in 
raifing him to the throne. By this miftaken ftep he 
occafioned a rebellion ; which, although ic were 
ibon quelled by fome very furprifidg turns of for- 
tune, yet the fear, whether real or pretended, of new 
attempts, engaged him in fuch immenfc charges, 
that, inftead of clearing any part of that prodigi- 
ous debt left on his kingdom by the fbrmer<war^ 
which might have been done by aoy tolerabk^ ma* 
nagement, in twelve years- of the moft profound 
peace; he left hb empire loaden with a Taft ad<ii* 
tion to the old incumbrance. 

This Frince, before he fuceeeded to the empire 
of Japan, was King of Tedfu, a dominion feated 
on the Continent, to the Weft- fide of Japan. Ted- 
fa was the place of hb birth, and more beloved by 
him than his new empire ; for there he fpent fom€ 
months almoft every year, and thidier was fuppof- 
ed to have conveyed great fums of money, faved 
out of his imperial revenues. 

There were two maritime towns of great hnpott- 
ance bordering upon Tedfu : Of thcfe he pufchafed 
a litigated title : and, ta fupport it, was torced not 
only to entrench deeply on his Japanefe revenues, 
but to engage in alliances very dangerous to the Jsf- 
panefe empire. 

Japan was at that time a limited monarchy, which 
fome authors are of opinion was introduced there 
by a detachment from the numerous army of Bren- 
j2us^ who ravaged a great part of Afia \ and thofe 

of 
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of them who fixed in Japan, left behind them th^c 
kind of military inftitution, which the northern 
people, in cnfuing ages, carried through moil part> 
of Europe ; the generals becoming kings, the great 
officers a fenate of nobles, with a reprefentative 
from every centenary of private foldiers : and» in 
the aflent of the majority in thefe two bodies, con- 
firmed by the geneial^ the legiflatnre confifted. 

I need not farther explain a matter fo univer* 
fally known ; but return to my fubjeA. 

The Hnfige fadUon, by a grofs piece of negligence 
in the Tortes, had fo far infinuated themfelves and 
their opinions into the favour of Kegoge before he 
came to the empire, that this prince firmly believed 
them to be his only true friends, and the others his 
mortal enemies. By this opinion he governed all the 
a£tions of his reign. 

The Emperor died fuddenly, in his journey to 
Tedfu ; where, according to hb ufual cuftom, he 
was going to pafs the fummer. 

This Prince, during his whole reign, continued 
an abfolute ilrangcr to the language, the manners, 
the laws, and the religion of Japan ; and pafling his 
whole time among old miftreiTes, or a few priva- 
does, left the whole management of the empire 
in the hands of a minifter, upon the condition of 
being made eafy in his perfonal revenues, and the 
management of parties in the fenate. His laft mi- 
niftcr, who governed in the moft arbitrary manner 
for feveral years, he was thought to hate more 
than he did any other perfon in Japan, except his 
only fon, the heir to the empire. The diilike he 
bore to the former was, bccaufe the minifter,. wnder 
pretence that he could not govern the fenate with- 
out difpofing of employments.: among them, would 
not futter his maftcr to oblige one fingle perfon, bur 
difpofed of all to his own relations and dependents. 
But, as to that continued and virulent halted Vi^ 
bore to the Prince bis /on, from the be^\umii\^ Qi^ 
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his reign to his death, thff hiftorian hath not ac- 
counted for it, further thao'by various conjefiurcs* 
which do not deferve to be related. 

The minifter above mentioned way of' a family 
not contemptible, had been early a fenator, and 
from his youth a mortal enemy to the Tortes. He 
had been formerly difgraced in- the ftnate,. fey 
fome frauds in the management of a public imfh 
He was perfectly ikilledi by long- practice, in the 
fenatorial forms ; and dextrous in iht purchafing 
of votes,, from thofe who could find their accounts 
better in complying with his meafures, than they 
could probably lofe by any tax that might be charg- 
ed on the kingdom. He Teemed to fail in point of 
policy, by not concealing his gettings, never icrup* 
ling openly to lay out vaft fums of money in p:uot- 
ings, buildings, and purchafing eftates ; when it was 
known, that, upon his firft coming into bufioefs, 
upon the death of the Emprefs Nena, his fortune 
was but incoofiderable. He had the moft boldnefii 
and the leaft magnanimity that ever any mortal was 
endowed with. By enriching his relations* friends, 
and dependents, in a moft exorbitant manner, he 
was weak enough to imagine that he had provid- 
ed a fupport againft an evil day. He had the bcA 
among all falfe appearances of courage, which was 
a moft unlimited afiurance, whereby hs would 
fwagger the boldeft men into a dread of his power; 
but had not the fmalleft portion of magnanimity, 
growing jealous, and difgracing every man, who 
was known to bear the leaft civility to thofe he dif* 
liked. He had fome fmall fmattering in books, 
but no manner of politenefs ; nor, in his whole 
life, was ever known to advance any one perfon 
upon the fcore of wit,- learning, or abilities forbuii' 
nefs. The whole fyftem of his miniftry was cor* 
ruption ; and he never gave bribe or penfion, with- 
out frankly telling the receivers what he expcA^ 
€d from them, and tbrcavmu^ lYi^tci vo. yut an 
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end to his bounty, if they failed to comply in every 
ciroiinftance. 

A few months before the Emperor's death, there 
was a defign concerted between fome eminent per- 
sons of both parties, whom the defperate ftate of 
the empire had united, to accufe the minifter at 
the fir ft meeting of a new chofen fenate, which was 
then to aflcmblc according to the laws of that em- 
pire. And it was believed, that the vaft ezpence 
he muft be at in chufing an aflembly proper for his 
purpole, added to the low ftate of the treafury, the 
increafing number of penfioners, the great dif- 
content of the people, and the perfonal hatred of 
the Emperor ; would, if well laid open in the fe- 
nate, be of weight enough to fink the minifter, 
when ic fhould appear to his very penfioners and 
^creatvresy that he could not fupply them much 
longer. 

While this fcheme was in agitation, an account 
came of the Emperor's death, and the Prince his 
fon, with univerfai joy, mounted tlie throne of 
Japan. 

The new Emperor had always lived a private life, 
daring the reign of his fethcr ; who, in his annual 
abfcnce, netvcr tiiifted him more than once with 
the reins of government, which he held fo evenly 
that he became too popular to be confided in any 
aore. He was thought not unfavourable to the 
Yortes, at leafl not altogether to approve the viru- 
lence wherewith his father proceeded againfl them.; 
and therefore, immediately upon his fuccelfion, 
the principal perfons of that denomination came, 
in feveral bodies, to kifs the hem of his garment, 
whom he received with great courtefy, and fome 
of them with particular marks of diilindlion. 

The Prince, during the Tcign of his father, hav- 
ing not been trufted with any public charge, em- 
ployed his Icifure in learning the langU'^ge, v\\t vc- 
ligioDj the culioms, and difpoficion o£ vUt ^3.^^- 
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nele; wherein he received grent information, t- 
mong others from Nomptoc, tnafter of hb finan- 
ces, and prefident of the fenate. who fecretly hated 
Lelop-Aw, theminifter; and likewiTc from Aam- 
neh, a moft eminent fenator. whO) defpairing to 
do any good with the father, had, with great in- 
duftry, ikili, and decency, ufed his endeavour to 
inftil good principles into the young Prince. 

Upon the news of the former Emperor's death, 
a grand council was fummoned of courfe, where 
little pafled befides diredting the ceremony of pro- 
claiming the fuccefibr. But, in fome days after, 
the new Emperor having confulted with thofe per- 
fons in whom be could chiefly confide, and mature- 
ly coniidered in his own mind the prefent ftate of 
his affairs, as well as the difpofition of his people^ 
convoked another affemUy of his council ; where- 
in, after fome time fpent in general buOnefs, fuita- 
ble to the prefent emergency, he direSed Lclop- 
Aw to give him. In as ihort terms as he conveni- 
ently could, an account of tlie nation's debts, of 
his management in thefenate, and his negociations 
with foreign courts : Which that miniftcr having 
delivered, according to his ufual manner, with 
much aiTurance and little fatisfadlion, the Emperor 
defired to be fully fatlified in the following particu- 
lars. 

Whether the vaft expence of chufing fuch mem- 
bers into the fenate, as would be content to do the 
public bufinefs, were abfolutely necefiary ? 

Whether thofe members, thus chofen in, would 
crofs and impede the ncceffary courfe of affairs, 
Dnlcis they were fupplied with great Aims of money, 
and continued penfions? 

Whether the fame corruption and perverfenefs 
were to be expedted from the nobles I 

Whether the empire of Japan were in fb low a 
rendition, that the imperial envoys, at foreign 
courts, muft be forced to purchaie alliances, or 
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prevent a war by icnmenfe bribes, given to the mi- 
Difters of all the neighbouring princes ? 

Whj the debts of the empire were fo prodigiouf- 
\j advanced. 10 a peace of twelve years at home 
aiod abroad ? 

Whether the Tortes were univerfally enemies to 
the religion and laws 6i the empire, and to the 
imperial family now reigning ? 

vVhethcT thofe perfons, whofe revenues confifl: 
in lands, do not give furer pledges of fidelity to the 
public, and are more mterefied in the welfare of 
the empire, than others, whofe fortunes confift 
only in money ? 

And becaufe Lclop-Aw, for feveral years paft, 
had engrofled the whole adminidration, the. Em- 
peror fignified, that from him alone he expedted 
an anfwer* 

Thlsminifter, who had fagacity enough to culti- 
vate an intereft in the young Prince's family, dur- 
ing the late £mperor*s life, received early intelli- 
gence from one of his emifikries of what was in- 
tended at the council, and had fufHcient time to 
frame as plaufible an anfwer as his caufe and con- 
duA would allow. However, having defired a few 
minutes to put his thoughts in order, he delivered 
them la the following manner. 

SIR, 

Upon this ihort unexpedled warning, to anfwer 
your Imperjal Majefty*s queries. I fliould be wholely 
at a lofs, in your Majedy's augufl prcfence, and 
that of this mod noble afiembly, if I were armed 
with a weaker defence than my own loyalty and in- 
tegrity, and tlie profpcrous fucccfs of my endea- 
vours* 

It is well known, that the death of the Empreis 
Xeaa happened in a mod miraculous juncture ; 
and that, if die had lived two months longer, your 
iiiudrious family would have been deprived of your 

Vol. Xn. L tv^Vit 
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right, and we ihould have fecn an ufurper upon 
your throne, who would have wholely changed the 
Gonftitution of this empire, both civil and facred ; 
and although that Emprefs died in a moft oppor- 
tune feafon, yet the peaceable entrance of your 
Majefty's father was effedcd by a continual ieries 
of miracles. The truth of this appears by that un- 
natural rebellion which the Yortes raifed, without 
the Icaft provocation, in the firft year of the late 
Emperor's reign, which may be iufficient to con- 
vince your Majefty, thkt ^very foul of that deno- 
mination was, IS, and will be for ever, a favourer 
of the Pretender, a moiial enemy to your illuftri- 
ous family, and an introducer of newgods into the 
empire. Upon this foundation was built the whole 
condudt of our affairs ; and, (ince a great majority 
of the kingdom was at that time reckoned to fa- 
vour the Yortes's fadion, who, in the regular 
courfe of eledlions, muft certainly be chofen mem- 
bers of the fen ate then to be convoked ; it was ne* 
cciTary, by the force of money, to influence elec- 
tions in fuch a manner, that your Majcfty's father 
might have a fufficient number to weigh down the 
fcale on his fide, and thereby carry on thofe mca- 
fures which could only fecure him aod his £unily 
in the poffeffion of the empire. To fupport this 
original plan, I came into the fcrvice : But the 
members of the fenate knowing themfelves every 
day more neceffiiry, upon the chufing of a new 
fenate, i found the charges to increafe ; and, that 
after they were chofen, they iniifted upon an in- 
creafe of their penfioas ; bccaufe, they well knew 
that the work could not be carried on without 
them : And I was more general in my donatives^ 
becaufe 1 thought it was more for the honour of 
the crown, that every vote fhould pafs without a 
divifion^ and that, when a debate was propofed, 
it [hould immediately be quaihed, by putting the 
queftion« 

Sir, 
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Si-R» The date of the prefent fenate is expired, 
lod your Imperial MajeHy is now to convoke a 
new one ;, which, I confefs, will be fomewhat more 
expenfive than the lad. Becaufe the Yortes, from 
jTOur favourable reception, have begun to reafiline 
I rpirii whereof the country had fome intelligence ;; 
and we know the majority of the people, without 
proper mangemem» would be Aill in that fatal in- 
teseft. However, I dare undertake, with the. 
charge only of four hundred thouiand iprangs *p 
to- return as great a majority of fenators of the 
true flamp, as your Majefty can defire. As to the 
fums of money paid in foreign courts, 1 hope, ia 
fbmc years, to cafe the nation of them, when wc 
and our^neighbours come to a good under (landings 
However, I will be bold to fay, they ar<e cheaper 
than a war^ where your Majefiy is to be. a princir. 
paL 

The penfions, indeed, to fenators and othcr^ 
per/oDS, muft needs increafe, from the reftivenefs 
of fome, and fcrupulous nature of others; and 
the new members, who were unpra£lifed, muft* 
have better encouragement. However, I dare un- 
dertake to bring the eventual charge within eight- 
hundred thoufand fprangs.. But, to make this ea- 
fy, there ihall be new funds raifed, of which I 
have feveral fchemes ready, without taxing bread* 
or flefli, which fhall be referred to more prefling; 
occafipns. 

Your MajeHy knows it is-the laudable cudbm of^ 
all Eaflcrn Pcinces, to leave the whole manager 
ment of affairs, both civil and military, . to their 
Vifirs, The appointments for your family, and- 
private purfe, fhall exceed tbofe of your pi-edecef- 
fors : You fiiall be at no trouble, further than to. 
appear fometimes in council, and leave the reft to 
nae : You fhall hear no clamour or complaints : ^ 

* About a million St^rliiis* 

L 2 Youc 
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Your fenate ihall, upoii occafioos, declare 70a the 
be(l of Princes^ the father of your country, the 
arbiter of Afia, the defender of the opprefled, and 
the delight of mankind. 

Sir, Hear not thoie who would nM>ft falfely, 
impioufly, and malicioufly infinuaie, chat your 
government can be carried on without that whole- 
Ibmc, neceilary expedient, of fharing the ptibUc 
revenue with your faithful deferving fenators. 
'J^bis, 1 know, my enemies are plealed to call 
bribery and corruption. Be it fo : But I tnfiily 
that, without this bribery and corruption, the 
wheels of government will not turn, or at leaft, 
will be apt to take fire, like other wheels, unlefs 
they be greafed at proper time^. If an angel from 
heaven fhould defcend, to govern this Empire up- 
on any other fcheme than what our eoemiea caH 
corruption, he mud return from whence he came» 
and leave the work undone. 

Sir, It is well kiK)wn, we are a tradiog natioQ» 
and coniequently cannot thrive in a bargain where 
nothing is to be gained. Xl^e poor electors, who 
run from their fhops, or the plough, for the fcr- 
vice of their country, are they not to be confider* 
ed for their labour and their loyalty ? The candi- 
dates, who, with the hazard of their perfons, the 
lofs of their charaAers, and the ruin of their for- 
txinet, are preferred to the fenate, in a country 
where they are ftrangers, before the very lords of 
the foil ; are they not to be rewarded for their zeal 
to your MajeOy s fervice, and qualified to live in 
your metropolis as becomes the luftre of their (la- 
tlofls ? 

SiH, If I have given great numbers of the moft 
profitable employments among mv own relations 
aind neareft allies, it was not out of any partiality, 
but becaufe I know them bed, and can heft depend 
upon them. 1 have been at the pains to mould and 
cultivate their opinions. Abler heads might pro- 
bably 
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bably have been found, but they would not be e- 
]yally under my dire^on. A huntfoian, who 
lach the abfblute commasd of hU dogs, will hunt 
more efie^ally, than w«h a better p^ck, to whofe. 
manner and cry he is a ftranger. 

Sir, Upon the whole, I will appeal to aH thoie 
rh» beft knew your royal faither, whether that 
bteflScd* mion^rch had ever, one anxious thought for 
die public, OF difappoiotment, or uneafinefs, or 
vant of. money for afi his occaiioas, during the 
time of my admioiftration ? And, how happy the 
people confeflcd themfekes to be- under Uich a 
King, I leave to their own numerous addrefles ;^ 
which all politiciaas will allow to be the moft in* 
Eillible proof how* anyt nation ftands afieAed to the 
SovcreigiK 

Lelep-A^i Imvtng ended hi» fpeech and ftruck 
IiSt forehead thrice againft the table, as the cuftom 
bin Jjipan, fat down with great complacency of 
mind, and much applauie of his adherents, as might ^ 
be obienred by their countenaoces, and their 'whif** 
pers, . Bat the £mperer*s behaviour was remarka* 
Ue ; for, during the whole harangue, he appeared 
equally aiteniive and uneafy^ After a fhort paufe^ 
his Majefty commanded that ibme other counfellor 
fliould deliver his thoughts^ either to confirm or 
obj^ againft : what had ^ been fpoken hj Lelop- 
Aw^, 
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PUBLIC ABSURDITIES 

IN 

ENGLAND. 

IT 19 a common topic of fathre, which you will 
^ hear not only from the mouths of minifters of 
flate, but of every whifiler in office, that &alf a 
dozen obfcure fellows, over a bottle of wioe, or a 
difh of coffee, {hall prelume to cenfure the aAtons 
of parliaments and councils, to form fchcmes of 
government, and new-model the commonwealth $ 
and this ufually ridiculed as a pragmatical difpofi- 
tion to politics, in the verv nature and genius of 
ihe people. It may poffibly be true : And yet I 
am grof'sly deceived, if any fober man, of very mo- 
derate talents, when he refleAs upon the many 
ridiculous hurtful maxims, cuftoms, and general 
rules of life, which prevail in this kingdom, would 
not with great reafon be tempted, according to the 
prefent turn of bis humour, either to laugh, la- 
ment, or be angry ; or, if he were fanguine c- 
nough, perhaps to dream of a remedy. It is the 
miftake of wife and good men, that they expeft 
more reafon and virtue from human nature, than, 
taking it in the bulk, it is in any fort capable 
of. Whoever hath been prefent at councils or af- 
feoibHes of any fort, if he be a man of common 
prudence, cannot but have obferved fuch refults 
^nd opinions to have frequently pafled a majority, 

as 
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as he would be aibained to advance in private con- 
veHation. I fay nothing of cruelty, oppreffiony. 
injttftice, and the like> becaufe thefe are feirly to 
be accounted for in all aflemblies, as beft gratifying, 
the paffions and interefts of leaders ; which is a 
point of fuch high confideration» that all others 
muft give place to it. But I would be undcrftood 
here to fpeak only of opinions ridiculous^ foolilh». 
and abfurd ; with condufions and a£tions fuitable 
ro them, at the fame time» when the moft rea- 
fonable propoikions are often unanimoufly reject-. 
cd. 

And, as all afiemblies of men are liable to this 
accufation, fo likewife there are natural abfurdities. 
firom which the wifeft ftates are not exempt,* which, 
proceed lefs from the nature of the climate than 
that of their government ; the Gauls, the Britons, 
the Spaniards, and Italians, having retained very 
rmle of the charaAers given them in ancient hii- 
tory. 

By thefe and the Oke reflexions, I have beea of- 
ten led to confider feme public abfurdities In our. 
own country, moft of which are, in my opinion, 
dire£k]y againft the rules of right reafon, and are 
auended with great inconveniencies to the ftate. I 
Ihall mention Aich of them as come into memory, 
without obferving any method ; and I ihall give 
my reafon why I take them to be abfurd in their 
nature, and pernicious in their confequence. 

It is abfurd, that any perfon, who profefleth a 
different form of worfliip from that which is na-, 
tional, ihould be trufted with a vote for electing 
members in the Houfe of Commons. Becaufe e- 
very man is full of zeal for his own religion, altho* 
he regards not morality; and, therefore, will en- 
deavour, to his utmoft, to bring in a reprefentative 
of his own principles, which, if they be popular, 
may endanger t^e religion eftabliflied ; which, as it 

hattt 
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hath formerly happened^ may alter the whole frame 
of government. 

A (landing army in England, whether in time 
•f peace or war, is a direct abfordity. For, it is 
Ao part of our bnfinefs to be a warlHce- nation, o>- 
tfierwife than by fleets. In foreign wars we have 
no concern farther than in QonjnnAion with aUies, 
whom we may either affift by Tea, or by foreign 
troops paid with our money. But mercenary troops 
in England can be of no ufe, except to awe ienates, 
and thereby promote arbitrary power in a-monar- 
cby or oligarchy. 

'fhat the elecKon of fenators- fhould be of any 
charge to the candidates, fa an abfurdity^; . bot» 
that it (faould be fo to a miniftry, is a manifeft^ac- 
Inowledgement of the worft den^ns. If a miinftry 
intended the ftrvice of their pnnce and country, 
or well underftood whernn their own fecurity beft 
confifted. \z% it is impoffible that a parliament free- 
ly elected, according to the original inftiiudoa, can 
do any hurt to a tolerafolb priace» or a tolierable 
mroiftry) ; they would ufe theftrongeftmethods to 
leave the people to their own fircc choice : The' 
members -would then confift of perfons who had' 
beft eftates in the neighbourhood or county, or 
ait leaft never of ftrangers. And furely this is* 
at leaft full as requifite a circumftance to a le- 
giflator, as to a juryman; who ought to be, if 
poffible, tx vicinvo\ fince futh perfons muft be* 
flippofed the beft judges of the wants and defires 
of their feveral boroughs and counties. To chufe 
X reprefentative for Berwick, wfaofe xftate is 
at the Land's End, would have been thought in 
former times a very great folccifm ; how much 
more as it u at prefent, where fo many perfons are 
s^tumtd for boroughs, who do not pofifcfs a foot 
of land in the kingoom. 

By the old cQnftitution, whoin^er poflefled a 
freehold in land, by which he was a gainer of forty 

fhiliiogs 
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hHlings a-year, had the privilege to Tote for a 
toight of the Aire. The good effe£b of this la^ 
IXC wholly eluded* partly by the cotirfe of time, 
and partly by corfoption. Forty fhillings id thofe 
ages were equal to twenty pounds in ours ; and 
therefore it was then a want of fagacity to fix that 
[vivilege to a determinate fum, rather than to a 
artahi quantity of hnd, arable or pafture, able 
to produce a certain quantity of com or faay. 
And therefore it is highly abfurd, and againft 
the intent'\)f the law, that this defeA is not regu« 
lated. 

But the matter is ftill worie : For any gentleman 
can, upon occafion, make as many freeholders as 
liis eftate or fetriement will allow, by making leafes 
br life of land at a rack rent of fortj fhtllingSy 
irhere a tenant, who is not worth one farthing a* 
fear, when his rent is paid, fhall be held a legal 
irorer for a perfon to reprefent his county. Neither 
io I enter into half the frauds that are praAifed-up- 
in this occafion. 

It is likewife abfurd, that boroughr decayed are 
lot abfolutely extinguifhed ^ becaufe the returned 
nembcrs do in reality reprefent nobody at all, and 
hat feveral large towns are not reprefented, tho' 
iiU of induftrious town (men, who much advance 
he trade of the kingdom. 

The claim of fenators to have themfelves and 
ervants exempted from law fuits and arrefls, is 
Qsnifeftly abfurd. The proceedings at law are al- 
tady fb Icandalous a grievance, upon account of 
he delays, that they little need any addidon. Who- 
ver is either not able, or not willing to pay his 
oft debu, or, to any other men out of their 
inds, would evade the decifion of the law, is fure* 
f but ill qualified to be a legiflator. A criminal, 
rith as good reaibn, might fit on the bench, with 
. power of condemning men to be hanged for their 
toncfty. By the annual fitting of parUaments, 
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the days of privilege preceding and Aibfeciuenty a 
Senator is one halt of the year beyond the reach 
of common juftice. 

That the facred peffon of a Senator's footmau 
fbould be free from arreft, although he undoes the 
poor ale wife by running on fcore, is a circumftancQ 
of equal wifdom and juftice, to avoid the great evil 
of his matter's lady wanting her complement of 
BYcries behind the coach. 
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SHORT 

REMARKS 

ON 

Bishop BXJRNETs HISTORY. 

nPHIS author is in moft particulars the worft qua- 
^ lified for a hiftorian that ever 1 met with. 
His ftyle is rough, full of improprieties* in expref- 
Sons often Scotch, and often fuch as are ufed by 
the meanefl people. He difcovers a great fcarcity 
of words and phrafes, by repeating the fame fere* 
ral hundred times, for want of capacity to vary 
tliem. His obfervations are mean and trite, and 
rery often falfe. His Secret Hiftory is generally 
made up of cofFeehoufe-fcandals, or at beft, from 
reports at the third, fourth, or fifth hand. The 
account of the Pretender's birth, would only be- 
come an old woman in a chimney-corner. His 
Tanity runs intolerably through the whole book, 
aSeAing to have been of confequence at nineteen 
fears old, and while he was a little Scotch parfon 
of 40 pounds a- year. He was a gentleman born, 
and, in the time of his youth and vigour, drew in 
an old maiden, daughter of a Scotch Earl, to mar- 
ry him. Hb chara^ers are miferably wrought, ia 
many things miflaken, and aU of them detraAing, 
except of thofe who were friends to the Prefbyte- 
riaos. That early love of liberty he boails of is 
abfohitely falfe i for the firfl: book that I believe be 
ever pubiifhed is an entire treatife in favour of 
paffive obedience and abfolute power ; fo that his 
reflexions on the clergy, for aflerting, and then 
changing thofe principles, come very improperly 
from him. He is the moft partial of all writers 
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tbat ever pretended (b mvch to impartiality ; and 
yet 1, who knew him well, am convinced that he 
is as impartial as he eoald poffiUy find in his heart ; 
I am fare more than I ever expefted from him ; 
particularly io hfs a^^couqtf of the Ps^pift ap4 fana- 
tic plots. This work may be more properly called 
A Hiftory of Scotland during the author's time* 
with fome digrefiions relating to hingland. rather 
than deferve the title he give9 it. For I believe two 
thirds of it relate only to that beggarly nation, and 
their infignificant brangles and factions. What he 
fucceeds bcft iQ« is in giving extrafts of arguments 
2(l|d debates in council or parliament. Nothing re- 
commends bis book but the recency of the faAs 
he mentions, moft of them being ftill in memory, 
erpe(;ially the ftory of the revolution ; which, how- 
ever, is not fo wel) told as might be expeAed from 
one who a£fc£b to have had fo confiderable a (hare 
in it. After all, he was a man of generofity and 
good nature, and very communiqative ; but, in his 
ten lad years, was al^folute party- mad, and fancied 
he faw Popery under every buih. He hath told 
me maxxy paflages not mentioned in this hiftory, 
and many that are, but with feveral circumflances 
fupprefied or altered. He never gives a good cha- 
radter without one efiential point, that the perfon 
was tender to diflenters, and thoiiight many things 
in the church ought to be amended. 

Setting up for a maxim, L'tying down for a maxim% 
Clapt upy Decency^ and feme other words and 
phrafes, he ufes many hundred times. 

Cutmitfor a Cmrt^ A pardoning planet^ Clapt vp^ 

Left in the lurchy The Mob^ Outed, A great beauty ^ 

-ff^efjt roundly t9 tuork: All thefe phrafes ufed by 

the vulgar, ihcw him to have kept mean or illitc- 

/bate company ia his youth. 

AN 
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AN 

ABSTRACT 

OF THE 

HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

From the Invafion of it by Julius Cjesar to 
William the Conq^|ior. 

npHE moft ancient accoant wc have of Britaia 
•*■ is, that the ifland was foil of inhabitants, di- 
Tided into feveral petty kingdoms^ as moH: nations 
of the world appear to have been at firft. The 
bodies of the Britons were painted with a Iky- co- 
loured blue, cither as an ornament, or elfe for a 
terror to their enemies* In their religion they 
were Heathen?, as all the world was before Chrift, 
except the Jews. 

Their priefts were called Druids : Thefe lived in 
hollow trees, and committed not their myftcries to 
writing, but delivered them down by tradition, 
whereby, they were in time wholly \o(k. 

The Britons had wives in comBaon, fo many to 
a particular tribe or fociety, and the children were 
in common to that fociety. 

About fifty years before Chrift, Julius Csefar, 
the firft Roman Ertiperor, having conquered Gaul 
or France, invaded Brit-ain* rather to increafe his 
glory than conquefls; for, having overcome the 
Datives in one or two battles, he returned. 

Vol. XII. M The 
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The next invalion of Britain by the Romans 
(then maflers of moft. of the known world) 
vras 10 the reign of the Emperor Claudius ; but !t 
was not wholly fubducd till that of Nero, It was 
governed by Lieutenants, or deputies, fcnt from 
Rome, as Ireland is now by deputies from England; 
and continued thus under the Romans for about 
460 years; till that empire, being invaded by the 
Goths ^ind Vandals, the Romans were forced not 
only to recal their own armies, but alfo to draw 
from hence the bravcft of the Britons^ for their 
sifililance rigainfl thofe Barbarians. 

The Roman contjuefts in this ifland reached no 
funher northAvard than to that part of Scotland 
where Stirling and Glafgow are feated : The region 
beyond was held not worth the conquering : It was 
inhabited by a barbarous people, called Caledo- 
iwans and Fi<Sls ; who, being a rough fierce natioD» 
daily infcfled the Britifh borders. Therefore the 
Emperor Severus built a wall, from Stirling to 
Glafgow, to prevent the invafions of the Pifts : It 
is commonly called the PicSls Wall. 

Thefe Piils and Caledonians, or Scots, encoa- 
paged by the departure of the Romans, do now 
cruelly infell and invade the Britons by fea and 
land : The Britons chufe Vortigern for their king, 
who was forced to invite the Saxons, (a fierce nor- 
thern people) to aiUdhim againft thofe Barbarians. 
The Saxons came over, and beat the Pifts in fcve- 
ral battles; but, at laft, pick quarrels with the 
Britons themfelves ; and, after a long war, drive 
them into the mountains of Wales and Cornwall, 
and ellablifh themfelves in fcven kingdoms in Bri- 
taii), (by them now called England). Thefe feven 
kingdoms are ufually fliled the Saxon Heptarchy. 

About this thne Uvedi King Arthur, ^f the whole 
{lory be not a fable) who was fo famous for beating 
the Saxons in feveral battles. 

The Britons received Chriftianity . very carlv, 

and, 
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«nJ, as it is reported, from fomc of the cfifcinlcs 
ihecnfelves : So that when iheRoman? left Jirirain, 
the Britons were generally Chriltiaus. liut tba 
Savons were Heathens, till Pope Gregory liie 
Great fent over hither Aiillin the Monk, {A. D. 
600 ) by whom Ethelbcn King of tht Souih-iSax- 
ons, and his fubje£ls, were convened to Chiilti- 
anity ; and the whole ifland fooa followed the ex- 
ample* 

After many various revolutions in thi-; ifl^nd a- 
mong the king«loms of the *>ixons, E.Tb rr, dc- 
fccnded from the Weft-iSaxon Kings, {A, D, 8ic;.) 
became fole monafeh of Englind. 

The language in Britain was LUiciil), (now calhd 
Wclfli), or Latin; but, wuh the Saxons, Lnglilh 
came in (ahhough extremely different from uhiit 
it is now). The prefent names of towns, Ihires, 
ifc, were given by them ; and the whole kin^'dont 
was called £ngland from the Angles, who were x 
branch of the Saxons. 

As foon as the Saxons were fcrtled, the Danes 
began to trouble and invade them, as they (the 
Saxons) had before done the Britons. 

Theie Danes came out of Germany, Denmark, 
and Norway^ a rough warlike people,, little ditfcr- 
cat from the Saxons, to whom they were nigh 
neighbours. 

After many invafions from the Danes, Edgar 
JLiog of England fets forth the firft navy. He was 
intitled King of all Albion, an old name of this 
ifland) and was the firft abfolute monarch. He 
made peace with the Danes, and allowed them to 
live in his dominions mixc with the ii.ngl)ih. 

In this Prince's time there were five Kings in 
Wales, who all did him homage for their coun- 
try. 

Thcfe Danes began firft to make their invafions 
here about the year 800, which they after renewed 
at fcvcrai times, and under fevcral leaders, and 
M 2 \^.ito 
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were as often repulfed. They ufed to come wuh 
iraft numbers of fliips, bum and ravage before 
them, as the cities of London, Winchefler, &c. 
Encouraged by fuccefs and prey* they often win« 
tered in England, fortifying themfelves in the Nor- 
thern parts, from whence they cruelly infefted the 
Saxon Kings, In procefs of time they mixed with 
liie Englifh (as was faid before) and lived under 
the Saxon government : But Eciielred, then King 
of England, weary of the Danifh infolence, a con- 
fpiracy is formed, and the Danes are maflacred 
(A. Z>. 978.) in one day all over England. 

Four years after, Sweyn King of Denmark, to 
revenge the death of his fubjeAs, invades England ; 
and, after battles fought, and much cruelty exer- 
cifed, he fubdues the whole kingdom, forcing £« 
thelred to fly into Normandy. 

Sweyn dying, his fon Canutus fucceeds in the 
kingdom ; but Ethelred returning with an army^ 
Canutus is forced to withdraw to Denmark for 
luccour. 

Eihelred dies, and his fon Edmond Ironfide 
fucceeds ; but Canutus returning with freOi forces 
from Denmark, after fcveral battles, the kingdom 
is parted between them both. Edmond dying, his 
fons are fcnt beyond fca by Canutus, who is now 
fole King of England. 

Hardicanute, the laft Danifh Kipg, dying with- 
out ifTue, Edward, fon of Ethelred, is chofen King. 
For his great holinefs, he was furjiamed the Con- 
fejfor, and fainted after his death. He was the fir ft 
of our Princes that attempted to cure the King's 
evil, by touching. He firft introduced what is 
now called the Common Law. In his time begun 
the mode and humour among the EngliOi gentry, 
of ufing the French tongue and fafliions, in com- 
pliance with the King, who had been bred up i" 
Normandy. 
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The Daniih government in England laded but 
tveniy-fix years, under three JCings. 

Edward the Gonfeflbr married the daughter of 
Earl GodwiDy an Englifh nobleman of great powcr^ 
but of Danifli excraftion ; but, wanting ifllie, he 
appointed Edgar Atheling, grandfon to his bro- 
ther, to facceed hi.m> and Harold, Ton oF Earl 
Godwin, to be Governour of the young Pnnce. 
But, upon Edward's death, Harold neglefled Ed* 
g^ Atheling, and ufurped the crown for himfelf. 

Edward, while he was in Normandy, met fogood 
reception, that is was faid he made a promiie to- 
diat Duke, that, in cafe lie recovered his kingdom, 
and died without iiiue, he would leave it to him. 
Edward dying, William Duke of Normany fends; 
toHai*old to claim the crown \ but Harold now ir\ 
pofleffion, refolves to keep it^ Upon which Duke 
WiiUam, having prepared a mighty fleet and army, 
lOTades England, lands at Haflings, iets £re to his 
fleiet, to cut off all hope from his men of returning-r 
To Harold he ient his meflcnger, demanding the 
Ubgdom and his fubje£tion : But Harold returned 
him this anfwer. That, unlefs he departed his land, 
he would make him fenfible of his ^ufl: difpleafure. 
So Harold advanced his forces into Suflex» wiiHin 
fcven miles of his enemy. The Norman Duke, to 
,lave the effufion of blood, fent thcfe offers to Ha* 
rold ; either wholely 10 refign the kingdom to him,. 
or to try die quarrel with him in fingle combat. 
To this Harold did not agree. 

Then the battle joined. The Normans had got- 
ten the worft, if it had not been for a Itratagein. 
they invented, which got them the day. In this 
engagement Harold was killed, and William Duke 
of Normandy became King of En^laod^ under the, 
Bftme of William the Conqoeroc. 

Mi SOME 
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SOME FEW 



THOUGHT 



C OKCERNING 



The REPEAL of the T E i 



'yHOSE of either fide who have wrkten 
■'• this fubjea of the Teft, m making or an 
ing bje^tioDS, leeiQ to fail by not prefiing fuffi 
Ij the chief point upon which the controverfy 1 
The arguments oled by thofe who write fc 
church are very good in their kind, but will 
little force under the prefent corruptions of 
kind, becaufe the authors treat this fubjed tai 
in republica PlatoniSy ft nonface Romuli, 

It muft be confeiled, that, considering hoi 
employments of any confequence fall to the 
of thofe Engli(h who are born in this kin^ 
* and thofe few very dearly purchafed, at the ex 
of conference, liberty,. and all regard for the ] 
good, they are not worth contending for i ^ 
nothing but profit were in the cafe, it would h 
cqA me one figh when I fhould fee thofe few i 
thrown among every fpecies of Fanatics, to i 
for among themfelves. 

And this wilL infallibly be the cafe, after r( 
ing the Teft, For, every fubdivifion of fcft 
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with equal juftice, pretend to have a fhare ; and» 
as it is uAial with /harers^ will Qever think they have 
enough while any pretender is left unprovided. I 
(hall not except the Quakers ; becaufe, when the paf- 
fjgeis once let open for ail fe£ls to partake in public 
emoluments, it is very probable the lawfulnefs of 
taking oaths, and wearing carnal weapons, may be 
revealed to the brotherhood ; which thought, I 
confefs, was £rft put into my head by one of the 
ihrewdeft Quakers in this kingdom *. 

* Undoubtedly the Qoaker hlated a^ by Dr. Swift was the hte 
Mr. Rooke ; a man who had a very good tafte for wit, had read »*- 
bundance of faiftory, and was perhaps the moft learned Quaker, ot-c 
of them, in the world. To the bcft of my rccolleftion, he was the- 
aaihor of a gopd humorous paftoral in the Quaker- %<e. 
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C HO ] 

M A X I M S 

CONTROLLEI> 

IN I R E L A N D. 



The Truth of fome Maxims in State and Government^ 
examined with reference ta Ireland, 

nnHERE are ccrtaio Maxims of State, founded 
-^ upon long, obfervatron and experience, drawn 
' from the conftant praftice of the wifeft nations,, 
and from the very principles of government, nor 
ever controlled by any writer upon politics. . Yet 
all thefe Maxima cfo neceflarily prefuppofe a king- 
dom, or commonwealth, to have the fame natural 
rights common to the reft of .mankind who have 
entered into civil fociety. For, if we could con^ 
ceive a nation where each of the inhabitants had 
but one eye, pne ]eg» and one hand, it is plain that, 
before you could inftitme them into a republic, an 
allowance muft be made for thofe material defefts, 
wherein they differed from other mortals. Or, 
imagine a Icgiflator forming a fyftem for the go- 
Terment of Bedlam, and, proceeding upon the max- 
im that man is a fociable animal, ihould draw them 
out of their cells, and form them into corporations 
4»r general aflemblies ; the confequence might pro- 
bably be, that they would fall foul on each other, 
or bura tJbe itoufe over tlievt 07ia\x!^^<i^. 
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Of the like nature arc innumerable errors, com- 
mitted bjr crude and fhort thinkers, who reafon up* 
on general topics^ without the lead allowance for 
the moft important circumftances, which quite alter 
the nature of the cafe. 

This hath been the fate of thofe fmall dealers, 
who are every day publifhing their thoughts either 
on paper or in their alSemblies for improving the 
trade of Ireland, and referring us to the practice 
and Example of England, Holland, France, or o- 
ther nations. 

I (hall therefore examine certain maxims of go* 
vemment, which generally pafs for uncontrolled in 
the world, and confider how far they will fuit with 
the prefent condition of this kingdom. 

Firft, it is affirmed by wife men, that the dear-< 
nefs of things neceflary for life, in a finiitful coun- 
try^ is a certain fign of wealth and great coxtimerces 
For, when fuch neccflaries are dear, it muft abfo* 
iutely follow that money is cheap and plentiful. 

But this is manifeftly falfe in Ireland, for the fol« 
lowing reafon. Some years ago, the fpecies of money 
here did probably amount to (ix or feven hundred 
thoufand pounds : and I have good caufe to believe, 
ihat our remittances then did not much exceed the 
cafli brought in to us. But the prodigious difcou- 
ragements we have fince received in every branch 
of our trade, by the frequent enforcements, and 
rigorous execution of the navigation- a A, the ty- 
ranny of under cuftom-houfe officers, the yearly 
addition of abfentees, the payments to regiments 
abroad, to civil and military officers refiding in 
England, the unexpeAed fudden demands of great 
Turns from the treafury, and fome other drains of 
perhaps as great confequence, we now fee ourfclvcs 
reduced to a ftate (fince we have no friends) of be- 
ing pitied by our enemies, at Icaft, if our enemies 
were of fuch a kind bs to be capable of ^in'j Tt^^t4% 
towards us, except of hatred and conicjn^x. 
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Forty years arc now pafl*ed fince the Revoluiron, 
\vh-en the contention of ihe Britiih empire was^ 
nvofl unfonunateiy for us, and altogether agamic 
the ufual courfe of fuch mighty changes in govern* 
ment, decided in the lead important nation, biit 
with fuch ravages 'and ruin executed on both fides, 
as to leave the kingdom a dcfert, which, in feme 
ibrt^ it dill continues. Neither did the long rebel*- 
lions in 164.T make half fuch a deftruiStion of hou? 
fes, plantations, and perfonal wealth, in botl^ilcing* 
doms, as two years campaigns did in ours, by fights 
ing England's battles. 

£y flow degrees, and by the gende treatment we 
received under two aufpicious reigns, we grew able 
to live without running in debt. Our abfentees 
were but few, we had great indulgence in trade, a 
conhderable ihare in employments of church and 
(late ; and, while the fi^oft leafes continued, which 
were let fomc yeai-s after the war ended, teqantt 
paid their rents with eafe and cheerful nc(s, to the 
great regret of their landlords, who had taken up 
a fpirit of oppreiEon that is not eafy removed. And 
although, in thcfe fhort leafes, the rent was gra* 
dually to increaf;; after Hiort periods ; yet, as loon 
as the term elapfed, the land was let to the highcft 
bidder, moft commonly withput the kaft efFe£tual 
claufe for building or planting. Yet by many ad* 
vantages^ which this ifland then pqlTcfledA and hath 
fince utterly loft,, the rents of lands f^ill grew high- 
er upon every leafe that expired, till they have ar- 
rived at th(e prefent exorbitance : when the frog» 
overfwelling himfelf, burft at laft. 

With the price of land, of necefliiy rofc that of 
corn and cattle, and all other commodities that far-^ 
mers deal in : Hence likewife, obvioufly, the price of 
all goods and manufactures among (hopkeepers, the 
wages of fervants, and hire ot labourers. But, 
although our miferies came on fad, with neitbev 
trade aor money left, yer, neither will the landlord 

abate 
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abate in his rent, nor can the tenant abate in the 
price of what that rent muft be paid with, nor anf 
ihopkeeper, trade fman/ or labourer, live at lower 
expence, for food and cloathing, than he did before. 

I have been the larger upon this firft head, be- 
cAMfe the fame obfeivations will clear up and 
ftrengthen a good deal of what I (hall affim upon 
the reft. 

The feccnd Maxim of thofe who reafon upon 
trade and government, is to affert, that low intc- 
reft is a certain iign of great plenty of money in a 
nation, for which, as in many other articles, they 
produce the examples of Holland and England. 
^ But, with relation to Ireland, this Maxim is like- 
wife entirely falfe. 

There arc two reafons for the lownefs of intercft 
in any country. Firft, that which is ufually allcdg- 
ed, the great plenty of fpecie ; and this is obvious. 
The feccnd is the want of trade, which feldom falls 
under common obfervation, although it be equally 
true. For, where trade is altogether difcouraged, 
there are few borrowers. In thofe countries where 
men can employ a large ftock, the young merchant, 
whofe fortune may be four or five hundred pounds, 
will venture to borrow as much more, and can af- 
ford a reafonable intercft. Neither is it eafy at this 
day to find many of thofe, whofe buiinefs reaches 
to employ even lb inconfiderable a fum, except a- 
moDg the importers- of wine ; who,, as they have 
moft .part of the prelent trade in thefe parts of Ire- 
land in their hands, fo they are the moft exorbitant, 
exafiing, fradulent dealers that ever trafficked in 
any nation, and are making all poffible fpecd to 
Tuin both themfelves and the nation* 

From this dcfedl of gentlemens not knowing how 
todtfpofe of their ready money, arifeth the high 
purcbafc of lands, which in all other countries is 
reckoned a flgn of wealth. For, the fi*ugal fquirts, 
wbp live below their incomes, have no od\tv ^^^^ 
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to difpofe of their faviogs but by mortgage or pur- 
chafc^ by which the rates of land mufl: naturally 
increafe ; and, if this trade continues long under 
the unccrtunty of rents, the landed men of ready 
money will find it more for their advantage to fend 
their cafli to England, and place it in the funds ; 
«'hich I myfelf am determined to do, the firft con- 
fiderable fum I (hall be mafter of. 

It hath like wife been a maxim among politicians, 
that the great increafe of buildings in the metro- 
polis argues a flourifliing ilate. But this, I coofefs, 
hath been controlled, from the example of Lon- 
don ; where, by the long and annual parliamentary 
fefiions, fuch a number of icnators, with their JFa- 
milies, friends, adherents, and expe^lrants, draw 
(uch prodigious numbers to that city, that the old 
hofpitable cuftom of lords and gentlemen living in 
their ancient (eats, among their tenants, is almoft 
loft in England ; is laughed out of . doors ; in fo 
much that, in the middle of fummer, a legal Houfe 
of Lords and Commons might be brought in a few 
hours to London, from their country villas within 
twelve miles round. 

The cafe in Ireland is yet fomewhat worfe : For 
the abfentees of great eftates, who, if they lived 
at home, would have many rich retainers in their 
neighbourhoods, having learned to rack their lands, 
and fhorten their leafes, as much as any re(iding 
fquire ; and the few remaining of thefe latter, hav- 
ing fome vain hope of employments for themfelves 
or their children, and difcouraged by the beggarli- 
nefs and thievery of their own miferable farmers 
and cottagers, or feduced by the vanity of their 
wives, on pretence of their children's education, 
(whereof the fruits are fo apparent) together with 
that moft wonderful and yet more unaccountable 
yeal for a feat in their aflembly, though at fome 
years purchafe for their whole eftatcs. Thefc, and 
/oaie other motives better \ct ^^&,>cANc>^t?c<«tk^>&!dbL 
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i concoude to this beggarly city, that the dealers 
of thefeveral branches of building have found out 
adlthe commodious aud inviting places for erefling 
new houfes, while fifteen hundred of the old ones, 
which is a feventh part of the whole city, are faid 
to be left uninhabited, and falling to rjiin. Their 
method is the fame with that which was firft intro- 
duced by Dr. Barebone at London, who died a 
bankrupt. The mafon, the bricklayer, the car- 
penter, the flater, and the glazier, take a lot of 
ground, club to build one or more houfes, unite 
their credit) their ftock, and their money, and, 
when their work is finiflied, fell it to the bed ad- 
vantage they can. But, as it often happens, and 
more every day, that their fund will not anfwer 
half their defign, they are forced to underfell it at 
the firft ftory, and are all reduced to beggary. In 
fo much I hat I know a certain fanatic brewer *, 
who is reported to have fome hundreds of houfes 
in this town, is faid to have pnrchafcd the greater 
part of them at half value from ruined undertakers, 
hath intelligence of all new houfes where the fini£h- 
ing is at a ftand, takes advantage of the builder's 
diftreis, and, by the advantage of ready money, 
gets fifty per c€nt. at leaft for his bargain. 

h is another undifputed maxim in government, 
that people are the riches of a nation ; which is fo 
univerfaily granted, that it will be hardly pardona- 
ble to bring it in doubt. And I will grant it to be 
fo far true, even in this ifland, that, if we had the 
African cu(^om, or privilege, of felling our ufdefs 
bodies for flavcs to foreigners, it would be the moft 
ttfeful branch of our trade, by ridding us of a moffc 
infupportable burden, and bringing us money in 
their itcad. But, in oup prefcnt fituation, at leaft, 
five children in fix who are- born ly a dead weight 
upon us for want of employment. And a very 
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ikilful computer aflured me, that above one half ol 
the fouis in this kingdom fupported themfidfes by 
begging and thievery, • whereof two thirds would be 
able to get their bread in any other country upon 
earth. Trade is the only - incitement to labour: 
Where that fails, the poorer native muft either beg, 
AeaU o» ftarve, or be forced to quit his countrjr^ 
'i his hath made me often wifli, for fomc years paft, 
that, inllead of difcouragiug our people fromieek- 
ing foreign ibiU that the public would rather pay 
for tranfporting all our unnecefikry mortals, whe- 
ther Papiih or.Froteftants, to America, as draw- 
backs are fometimes allowed for exporting commo* 
Jities where a nation is oveiftocked. I confefs my- 
ielf to be touched with a very fenfibk pleaibre, 
when I hear of a mortality in any country parish 
Qr village, where the wretches are forced to pay for 
a fihhy cabbin and two ridges of potatoes treble the 
worth, brought up to ileal or beg, for want of 
work ; to whom death would be the beft thing tc 
be wiihed fur, on account both of themfelves am 
the public. 

Among all taxes impofed by the legiflature, tho' 
i;pon luxury are univerfally allowed to be the mo 
equitable and beneficial to the fubje£l ; and t! 
commoneft reafoner on goverment might fill a v 
liime with arguments on the fubjeA. Yet b 
again, by the fingular £ate of Ireland, this mai 
Sfi utterly falfe ; and the^putting it in prafUce r 
, have fuch a pernicious confequence, as I certa 
believe the thoughts of the propofers were not 
to reach. 

The miferies we fufiFer by our abfentees are 
far more extenfive nature than feems to be 
monly underftood. I muft vindicate myfelf t 
reader fo far as to declare folemnly, that v 
ihall fay of thofe lords and fquires, does no 
from the leaft regard I have for their under 
ings, their virtueS) or their perfons. For^ alt 



MAXIMS dmtfolled in IREL AND^ 1 47- 

I have not the honour of the leaft acquaintance 
wkh any one among thernj (my ambition not foar- 
ing-fohigh); yet I am too good a witncfs of the 
£ruat]on they have been in for thirty years paft, the 
veneratioD paid than by the people, the high cfteem 
they are in among the prime nobility and gentry* 
the particular marks of favour and diftin^ion they- 
receive from the court x The weight and confe- 
queace of their intereft, added to their great zeaL 
aad applicatton for preventing any hardfhips their 
country might fuffer from England, wifely confi- 
dering that their own fortunes and honours were: 
embarked in the fame botton^^ 
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I Sam, Chap. xvi. vcr. 45. 

" A ND the people faid unto Saul, Sha 
** -^^ than die, who hath wrought this g 
** tion in Ifracl ? God forbid: As the Lore 
** there (hall not one hair of his head fall 
•* ground ; for he wrought with God il 
•« So the people refcvttd Jonathan that 
«* nat.'^ 
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A. 

S E R M O. N, 

On thcOccafion of WOOD's Project.. 
Written in the Tear m.dcc.xxiv. . 

«xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx>o:x«> 

Galatians, vi. io. 

As we have therefore opportunity ^ let us do Gocd- 
unto all men. 

"^Ature direfts every one of us, and God pcr-- 
^ mils us, to confult our own private good be- 
fore the private good of any other perfon whatfo-' 
arcr. We are, indeed, commanded to love oui:-- 
neighbouT as ourfelves, but not as well as ourfelves. . 
The love we have for ourfelves is to be the pattern 
of that love we ought to have towards our neigh- 
boor : But, as the copy doth not equal the original^ s 
h my neighbour cannot think it hard, if I prefer 
i&jfelf, who am the original, before him who is only 
the copy. Thus, if any matter equally concern the 
life, the reputation, the profit of my neighbour, 
•nd my own ; the law of nature, which is the law 
^ God> obligcth mc to take car« of my fclf firft» and 
N 3 after*- 
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afterwards of him. And this I need not be at much 
pjiiirs in pcrfuading you to ; for the want of fcU- 
love, with regard to things of this world, is not a* 
mong the faults of mankind.^ But then,* on the o- 
ther fide,, if, b^ a fmall hurt and lofs^to myfelfy. I 
can procure a great good to my neighbour, in tfiat 
cafe his intereft is to be preferred. For example, if 
I can be lure of faving hk life, without great dan* 
ger to my own ; if I can prefcrve him from being 
undone, without ruining myfelf, or recovering his 
reputation without blading mine ; all this I am 
obliged to do : And, if I fincerely perform it, I 
do then obey the command of Godwin loving,iDy 
nefghbonr as my (elf. 

But befide this love we owe to every man in his 
particular capacity under the title of oar ndghtiour^ 
there is yet a duty of more large exteniive nature 
kicumbent on us ; which is our love to our neighr 
bour in his public capacity, as he is a member of 
that great body the commonwealth, under the 
fame government with ourfelves, ; and this is ufual- 
Jy called love of the public, and is a duty to which 
we are more ftriftly obliged than even that of 
loving ourfelves ; b« caufe therein ourfelves are alfo 
contained, as well as all our neighbours, in one great , 
body. This love of the public, or of the commoii- 
wealih, or love of our country, was in ancient times 
properly known by the name of virtiie ; becaufe it 
was the greated of all virtues, and was fuppofed tci 
contain all virtues in it : And many great examples 
of this virtue arc left us on record, fcarcely to be 
believed, or ev;!n conceived, in fuch a bafe, cor- 
rupted, wicked age as this we live in. In thofe 
titnes it was common for men to facrifice their 
lives for the good of their country, although they 
had neither hope or belief of future rewards ; 
whereas, in our days, very few make the leaft 
fcruple of facrificing a whole nation, as well as 
their own fouls; for a litde prefent gain : which 

ofica 
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often hath been known to end in their own 
ruin in this worldi as it ceruinlly muft in that to 
ceme* 

Have we not feen men, for the fake of foaie 
petty employment^ give up the very natural rights 
and liberties of their country, and of mankind^ 
in the ruin of which themfelves muft at laft 
be involved ? Are not thefe corruptions gotten ar- 
mong the meaneft of our people, who, for a piece 
of money, will give their votes at a venture, for 
the difpofal of their own lives and fortunes, with- 
out confidering whether it be to thofe who are moft 
likely to betray or defend them ? 

But, if I were to produce only one tnftrance of a 
hundred wherein we fail in this duty of loving our 
country, it would be an endlefs labour ; and there- 
fore I (hall not attempt it. 

But here I would not be mifunderftood : By the 
love of our country, I do not mean loyalty to our 
king, for that is aduty of another nature ; and a man 
may be very loyal, in the common fenfe of the 
word, without one grain of public good at his 
heart, witnefs this very kingdom we live in. 1 ve- 
rily believe, that, fince the beginning of the worlds 
no nation upon earth ever fhewed (all circum* 
ftances confidered) fuch high condanc marks of 
loyalty in all their aAions and behaviour as we have 
done : And at the fame time, no people ever ap- 
peared more utterly void of what is called a public 
^irit. When I fay the people, I mean the bulk of 
siafs of the people, for I have nothing to do with 
thofe in power. 

Therefore, I fhall think my time not ill fpcnt, if 
I can periuade moft or all of you who hear me, to 
ihcw the love you have for your country, by en- 
deavouring, in your fcveral ftations, to do all the 
public good you are able. For I am certainly per- 
foadcd^ that all our misfortunes axife from no o* 

tker 
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tbcr original catife than chat general difregwl a«^ 
mong us to the public welfare. 

I dierefore undertake to fhew you three things. 

F/ryf.Thac there are few people fo weak or mean, 
who have it not fometimea ia tbeir power to be xxk^ 
ful to the public. 

SecBndfy, That it is often in the power of the 
meaneft among manUnd to do mifchief to the 
public. 

And laftfy, TUat all wilful injuries done to the 
public ar& very great and aggravated fins in the 
iighr'of God. 

Firfi, There are few ^people ib weak or mean^* 
who have it not fometimes ia their power fo beufe- 
ful to the public. 

Solomon tells us of a poor wife man who iaved a* 
city by his counrel. It hath often happened, that 
a private foldier^ by fome unexpefVed brave attempt, 
hath been inflrumental in obtaining a great vi£^ory. 
How many obicure men have been authors of very 
ufeful inventions, whereoFthe world now reaps the 
benefit ? The very example of honefty. and induftry 
in a poor tradeiman will fometimes fpread through 
a neighbourhood, when others fee how fuccefsftil 
he is ; and thus fo many ufeful members are gain- 
ed, for which the whole body of the public is the 
belter. Whoever is blcfled with a true public fpi- 
rir, God will certainly put it into his way to make 
ufe of that blefling, for the ends it was given him, 
by fome means or other: And therefore, it hath 
been obfei ved in moft ages, that the greateft ac* 
tions, for the benefit of the commonwealth, have 
been performed by the wifdom or courage, the 
contrivance or induftry of particular men, and not 
of numbers ; and that the fafecy of a kingdom hath 
often been owing to thofe hands from whence it 
was leaft expeded. 

But, Secondly^ it is often, in the power of the 
sieaneft among mankind to do miichief to the 

puhlk: 
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pQblic : And hence arifc moft of thofc miferics 
with which the fiates and kingdoms of the earth 
are infefted. How many great princes have been 
murdered by the meaneft ruffians ? The weakeft 
hand can open a flood-gate to drown a country, 
which a thoufand of the flrongeft cannot flop. 
Thofe who have thrown off all regard for public 
good, will often have it in their way to do public 
eviU and will not fail to ezercife that power when- 
ever they can. The greateft blow given of late to 
this kingdom, was by the diflionefty of a few ma- 
nufaAurers ; who, by impofing bad ware at fo- 
jcign markets^ in almoft the only traffic permitted 
to us, did half ruin that trade ; by which this poor 
unhappy kingdom naw differs in the midft of fuf- 
ierings. I fpeak not here of perfons in high fla- 
:tiQiiB, who ought to be free from from all reflec- 
•tioD, and are fiippofed always to intend the wel- 
iare of the community : But we now find by ex-^ 
pericnce. tba.t the meaneft inftrument may, by the 
concurrence of accidents, have it in his power to 
htiog B whole kingdom ta the very brink of de- 
ftruAioa, and is at this prefent endeavouring to fi- 
Di(h his . work ; and hath agents among ourfelves, 
who arc contented to fee their own country un- 
done, to be fmall fharers in that iniquitous gain^ 
which at .laft muft end in their own ruin as well 9» 
Gurs. I confefs, it was chiefly the confuieration of 
that ^eat danger we are in, which engaged me to 
difcourfe to you on this fubje£t ; to exhort you to 
a love of your country, and a public fpirit, when 
all you have is at ftake ; to prefer the intereft of 
four Prince aud your fellow fubjefb before that of 
one deftrudlive impoftor, and a few of his adherents 
Perhaps it may be thought by fome, that this 
way of difcourfing is not fo proper for the pulpit* 
But furely, when an open attempt is made, and far 
carried qd, to make a great kingdom one large 
poor-houfe,. to deprave us o£ all. meana to exer- 

cUc 
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c'lfc hofpitaliiy or charity, to turn our cJtie» and 
churches into ruins, to make the country a dcferc 
for wild beads and robbers-, to defttoy all arts and 
fciences, all trades and manufaAures, and the very 
tillage of the ground, only to enrich one obfcure lU 
defigning projedtor, and his followers ; it is time 
for the paftor to cry out that the wolf is getting in- 
to his flock, to warn them to ftand together, and 
M to confult.the common fa fety. And God be 
praifed for his infinite goodnefs in railing fuch 8 
ipirit of union among us, at leaft in this point, in 
the midfl of all our former divifions ; which 
union, if it continue, will in all probability, defeat 
the perfiicious defign of this peAilent enemy io the 
nation. 

But, fit)m hence, it ckarly follows how necef^ 
£iry the love of our country, or a public fpirit, is 
in every particular man, fince the wicked have fo 
many opportunites of doing public mifchief. £ve>- 
ry man is upon his own guard for his private ad- 
vantage; but, where the public is concerned, he is 
apt to be negligent, confidering himfelf only as one 
among two or three millions, among whom the lo6 
is equally (hared, and thus, he thinks, he can be 
no great fufferer. Meanwkile the trader, the far- 
mer, and the fliopkeeper, complain of the hard- 
ne& and deadnefs of the times^ and wonder 
whence it comes ; while it is, in a great meafure, 
owing to their own folly, for want of that love of 
their country, and public fpirit and firm union a- 
mong themfelves, which are fo necefiary to tbfi 
profperity of every nation. 

Another method by which th« meaoeft wicked 
man may have it in his power to injure the public, 
is falfe accuiation, whereof this kingdom hath af- 
forded too many examples : Neither is it long 
fince no man, whofe opinions were thought to 
differ from thofe in fafhion, could fafely converfe 
beyond bis neareft friends^ for fear of being fworn 

againfti 
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, as a traitor, by thofe who made a traffic of 
r and fubornatioa ; by which the very peace 
nation was difturbed, and men fled from 
cher as they would from a lion or a bear got 

And, it is very remarkable, that the perni- 
)roje£): now in hand to reduce us to beggary* 
irwarded by one of thefe falfe accufers, who 
!cn convi^ed of endeavouring, by perjury 
bornation, to take away the lives of feveral 
nt p>errons here among us ; and, indeed, 
could not be a more proper inftrument for 

work. 

)ther method, by which the meaneft people 
to injury to the public, is the fpreading of 
d falie rumours, thusraidng a didrud among 
eople of a nation, caufing them to mii^ake 
true intereft^ and their ^enemies for their 
s : And this hath been likewife too fuccefsful 
Mce among us, where we have known the 

kingdom mifled by the groileft lies, raifed 
occafion to .ferve fome particular turn. As 
ti alfo. happened in the cafe I lately mention- 
here one obfcure -man, by reprefehting our 
where they were leaft; and concealing them 
: they were greateft, had almoft fuccecded in 
eft of utterly ruining this whole kingdom ; 
lay ftUl fuecccd, if -God doth not continue 
public fpirit, which he hath alcmoft miracul* 
kindled in us upon this occafion. 
us we fee the public is many times, as it were, 
: mercy of the.meaneft inftrument, who can 
eked enough to watch opportunities of doing 
chitf, upon the principles of avarice or ma- 
which, I am afraid, are deeply rooted in too 

breafts, and againft which there can be no 
,ce, but a firm refolution in all honeft men, 
clofcly united and active in (hewing their love 
eir country, by preferring the public iniercft 
eir prcftut private advantage. If a paficnger, 

in 
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fin a great ftorm at fea, fhould hide his goods 
they might not be thrown over^board to ughtei 
fliip, what would be the confequence? The 
is caft awaj, and he lofes his life and goods ' 
ther. 

We have heard of men, who, through gi 
ncfeof gain, have brought infeAed goods ir 
nation, which bred a plague, whereof the o\ 
and their families perifhed firft. Let thofe ai 
us confider this and tremble, whofe houfes an 
vately ilored with thofe- materials of beggary 
defolation, lately brought over to be fcatcerec 
peflilence among their countrymen, which 
probably fird feize upon themfelves and the 
diilies, until their houfes ihall be made a dunj 

I (hall mention one praQice more, by whici 
mcaneft inftruments often fuccccd in doing p 
mifchief ; and this is by deceiving us with pla\ 
arguments, to make us believe that tlie mod 
ous projeft they can offer is intended for oui' r 
as it happened in the cafe fo often mentioned, 
the p6or ignorant people, allured by the appe 
convenience in their fmall dealings, did not < 
ver the fcrpent in the brafs, but were ready, 
the Ifraelitcs, to offer incenfc to it ; neither < 
the wifdom of the nation convince them, 
til fomc, of good intentions made the cheat fo 
to their fight, that thofe who run may read, 
thus the defign was to treat us, in every poii 
the Philidines treated Samfon ; (I mean wh 
was betrayed by Dalilah) firft to put out our 

M<m<^1 *-U<an Ktrk/4 ««o n*««-V» fottmtr*n r^C V\mCo 
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nations are under the moft peculiar care of God^l 
proTidcnce, 

Thus he promifed Abraham to fave Sodom, if 
t)Dly ten righteous men could be found in it. Thus 
the reafon which God gave to Jonas for not de- 
firoying Nineveh was, becaufe there were fix-fcore 
thoufand men in that city. 

Ail government is from God, who is the God of 
order, and therefore whoever attempts to breed 
confukfion or diflurbance among a people, doth his 
otmoft to take the government of the world out of 
God's bands, and to put it into the hands of the 
devil, who is the author of confu^on. By which 
it is plain, that no crime, how heinous foever, 
committed againft particular perfons, can equal the 
{nilt of him who does injury to the public 

Secondly^ All offenders againil their country lie 
tinder this grievous difficulty, that it is next to im- 
poiSble to obtain a pardon, or make reflitution. 
The bulk of mankind are very quick at I'efenting 
iojuries, and very flow in forgiving them : And 
bow {hall one man be able to obtain the pafdon of 
millions, or repair the injuries he hath done to 
millions i How fhall thofe, who, by a moft de^ 
firuftive fraud, got the whole wealth of our neigh- 
bouring kingdom into their hands, be ever able to 
make a recompence ? How will the authors and 
promoters of that villainous project, for the ruin 
of this poor country, be able to account with us 
for the injuries they have already done, although 
they fhouki no farther fucceed f The deplorable 
cafe of fuch wretches, muft entirely be left to the 
unfathomable mercies of God : For thofe who 
know the Icaft in religion are not ignorant that, 
without our ucmoft endeavours to make reditu- 
tk>n to the perfon injured^ and to obtain his par- 
don, added to a fiiicere repentance, there is no 
bone of falvatiop gtvpn in the gofpel. 

Vol. XII. O L^Jify, 
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Lafilj^ All offences againft our oim- coi 
have this aggravation, that they are ling 
ful and unnatural. -Ic is to our country 
owe thofe laws which proteflus in our lives, 
liberties, our properties, and our religion, 
country produced us into the world, and conti 
to nouri& us, fo that it is ufually called our 
ther ; and there have been examples of great 
giftrates, who have put their own childre 
death for endeavouring to betray their cou 
as if they had attempted the life of their na 
parent. 

Thus I have briefly (hewn jou how terrible 
it is to be an enemy to our country, in ordi 
• incite -you to the contrary virtue, which at 
junfture is fo highly necefiary, when every n 
endeavour will be of ufe. We have hitherto \ 
juft able 'to ' fupport ourfelves under many t 
fht^ ; but now the axe is laid to the root o. 
tree, and nothing but a firm union among us 
prevent our utter undoing. This Tve are oblige 
in duty to our gracious ''King, as well as to 
ftlves. Let us tlverefore preferve that public {\ 
which God hath raifed in us for our own temp 
interefi. For, if this wicked projeA fhould fuc( 
which it cannot do but by our own folly; i 
fell ourfelves for nought ; the merchant, 
ftop-keeper^ the artificer, mud fly to the d 
with their miferable families, there to ftapvi 
live upon rapine^ or at leaft exchange their c( 
try for one more hoipitable than that where 
were born. 

Thus much I thought It my duty to fay to 
w,ho are under my care, to warn you againft tl 
temporal evils, which may draw the worft of 
ritual evils after them ; fuch as heart- burn! 
imirmurings, difcontents, and all manner of 
kednefs which a dcfpcratc coadition of life 
tempt men tOf 

1 
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I am fenfiblc that what I have now faid will not 
go "vesy fair, beiog confined to this afiemblj ; but I 
hope it may ftir up othcrfrof mv brethren taexhors 
their federal congregations, after a more cffc^ual 
ZBanocr, to fhew their love for their couDtiy on 
diis important occafion. And this, I am fure, 
unnot be called meddling in affairs of (late. 

I pray God proteft his moft gracious MajcF' 
ty, and this kingdom, long under iiis government, 
and defend us from all ruinous projcftors, deceivers, 
hborners, perjurers, falfe accufers, and oppreffors ; 
from the virulence of party and faction : and unite 
win loyalty to our King, love to our country, and 
charity to each other, AiWI this wc beg for J.cfuf- 
Qkriithis takct To whom^ dr. 
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THAT 

Alt the Ladies and Woken of IREL ANI> 
fhould appear cooHamly ia. IRISH Maou^ 
fadtures. 

WrittCD in the Year 1729. 



T^HERE was a trcatife written about nine years 
•■■ ago, to perfuade the people of Irchnd to wear 
their own manufaftuc^^ *; This treatife was. allow- 
ed to have not one fyllablc in it of party or diflaf- 
feftion, but was wholly founded upon the growing 
poverty of the nation, occafioned by the utter want 
of trade in every br^nch^ except that ruinous im«< 
portation of all foreign extravagancies from other 
countries. This treatife was prefented, by the^ 
Grand-jury of the city and county of Bublin, as a 
icandalons, feditious, and faftious pamphlet. I 
forget who was the foreman of the ciiy granJ-jury, 
but die foieniaa for the county was erne Dr. beal, 
rcgiilier to ihe Archbifliop of Uublin, wherein he 
iliffcced much ftoni the fentimcnis of his Liord. 
The printer was tried before the late Mr. Whitch- 
ct, that famous Lord Chief- Juilice; who, oa the 
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bench, laying his hand on his heart, declare<l 
upon his falvation that the author was a Jacobite^ 
tad had a defignto beget a quarrel between the two* 
nations. In . the. midft of this profecution, abouc 
1500 weavers were forced to be^ their bread, and . 
had a general contribution made for their relief, 
which juft ierved to make them drunk for a week ^ . 
and ^ then they were forced to turn rogues, or 
ftroltng beggars, or to leave the kingdom. 

The Dake of Grafron^, who was then Lieute* 
nant, being perfeAIy afhamed of fo infamous and:* 
unpopular a proceeding, obtained from England a 
nefi frefoqui* for the printer. Yet the. Grand-jury- 
had folemn thanks given them from the Secreurj 
of State. 

I mention this paflage (perhaps too much for- 
gotten) to ihew how dabgerous it hath been for 
the beft meaning pcrfon to write one fyllable in the-- 
defence of his country, or difcover the miferable 
condition itis^in• 

And, ,to prove this truth, I will produce one in- 
(lance more ; wholly omitting the famous cafe o£ - 
the Drapier, and the proclamation againft him as 
well as the perverfenefs of another jury againft the 
fame Mr. Whitchet, who was violently bent to adt . 
the fecond pan in another fceoe. 

About twa yeass ago there was >a fmall paper 
princedf which was called ^Jbirt Firw eftbe State 
9/ Ireland *, relating the feveral caufes whereby 
aoy«country may grow rich, and applying them to 
Ireland. Whichct was dead, annd confequently the 
printer was not troubled. Mifl^,. the famous jour- 
nalift, happened to reprint this paper in London^ 
for which his prefs'folks were profccuted for al« 
mofta twelvemonth; and^ forought I know^ are 
XK)tyetdifcbarged. 
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This is our cafe ; iafomuch, that, although I ant 
often witlwttt money in- my pocket, I d^re not owq 
h in fome €ompaoyy for fear of being thought 
difafFtdtcA 

But fince I am determined to take care, that the 
author of this p^rper (hall not be di(covered, (fol- 
lowing herein the moft prudent praArce of the 
Drapier) I wiU venture to affirm, that t|ie three 
feafons wherein oxir corn bath mircaA*ri€d, did no 
more contribute to our prefecit mi ery, (han one 
fpoonfiil aF water thrown upon a rat- already 
drowned would contribiue to his death ; aiKi that 
the preie&t plentiful harveft, although k fhould be 
followed by a dozen eofuing, would do more re- 
ftore usj than it would the rat aforefaid to put him 
near the fire, which might indeed wafti& his £yr* 
coat, but never bring him back to life. 

The fhort of the matter is thi»: The diftreffes of 
the kingdom are operating more and more every 
day, by very large degrees, and fo have been doing 
for above a dozen years paft. 

If you demand from whence thefe diftreflcs havi 
arifen, 1 defire to aflc the following qfuefiion : 

If two thirds of any kingdom's revenue be ex- 
ported to another country, wkhout one farthing 
of value in return, and if the faid kingdom be foe- 
bidden the mc^ profitable branches of trade where- 
in to employ the other third, and only allowed to 
traffic in importing thofe commodities- which ar« 
moil ruinous to iifclf^ how fball that kingdom 
ft^nd ? 

If this queftion were formed into the firft pro- 
poiition of an hypodietical fyliogifm, I defy the 
man born in Ireland, who is now in the faireft 
way of getting a coIIeAorOiip, or a cornet's pofi, 
lo give a good reafon for denying it, 

JLet me put another cafe. Suppo(e a gentleman's 

eftate of aoo 1. a year fhould fink to'one hundred, 

't»7 fome accident, v^etller by an earthquake or 

iouodjuioxi 
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buckkKioQ ii matters not^ and fuppofe the faid 
gentleman utterly hopelefs and unqualified ever to 
retrieve the lofs ; how is he otherwife to proceed 
in his future ceconomyy than by reducing it in eve- 
ry arcick to one half le(s, unlels l>e will be content 
to fly his country, or rot in jail f This is a repre* 
fentation of Ireland's condition, only with one 
fauk, that it is a little too favourable* Neither am 
I able to propofe a full remedy for this, that fhall 
ever be granted, but only a Imall prolongation of 
life, until God fhall miraculoufly difpofe the hearts 
of our neighbours, our kinfmen, our fellow Pro- 
teftants, fellow fubjeAs and fellow rational crea- 
tures, to permit us to (larve, without running fur« 
ihcr in debt. I am informed that our national 
debt (and God knows how we wretches came by 
that fafliionable thing a national debt) is about 
250,000 1. ; which is, at lead, one third of the 
whole kingdom's rents, after our abfcntees and o* 
tfaer foreign drains are paid, and about 50,000 1. 
more than all the cafh. 

It (eems there are feveral fchemes for raifing a 
fund to pay the intereft of this formidable fum, 
(not the principal, for this is allowed ImpofGble.) 
The neceffity of raifing fuch a fund is ftrongly and 
regularly pleaded from the late deficiencies in the 
duiies and cuftoms. And is k the fault of Ireland 
that thele funds are deficient ? If they depend on 
trade can it poflUbly be otherwife, while we have 
neither liberty to trade, nor monev to trade with ; 
neither hands to work, nor buunefs to employ 
them, if we had? Our difeafes are vlfible c- 
nough, both in their caufes and eSeds ; and 
the cures are w%ll known, but impoffible to be 
applied. 

If my fteward comes and tells me, that my rents 
are funk fo low, that they are very little more than 
fufficient to pay my fcrvants their wages, have I a.- 
xij|r otbcr coujrfe Icft^ than to caihier four ui fix of 
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my rafcally footmen, and a number of other Tar« 
lets in my family, of whofe iniblence the whole 
neighbourhood complains. And I ihould think it 
extremely fevere in any law, to force me to main-- 
tain a houfchold of fifty- fervants, and fix their 
wages, before I had oficred my rent^oU upon oath- 
to the legiflators. - 

To return from digreffing : I am told one fcheme 
for raiGng a fund to pay<the intereft of our na-^ 
rional debt, b by a further duty of forty (hillingr^ 
a-ton upon wine. Some gentlemen would carry 
diis matter much further, by railing it to twelve 
pounds ;^ which, in a manner, would amount to a- 
prohibition. Thus weakly arguing from the prac« 
tice of England. 

I have often taken notice, both in print and in 
difcourfe, that their is no topic fo fallacious, eithep 
in talk or in writing, as to argue how we ought to 
a A in Ireland, from the example of England, 
Holland, France, or any other country, whofe 
inhabitants are allowed the common rights and li- 
berties of human kind. I could undertake to name 
fix or feven of the moft uncontrouled maxims in 
government, which are utterly falfe in this Idng- 
dom. 

As to the additional • duty on wine, I think any 
perfon may deliver his opinion upon it, until it fhaU 
have pafled into a law ; and, till then, I declare 
mine to be pofitively againft it. 

Firfty Becaufexhere is no nation yet known, in ei- 
ther hemifphere, where the people of all conditions 
are more in want of fome cordial to keep up their fpi* 
rits^ than in this of ours I am not in jeft^; and, if 
the fkA will not be allowed me, rfhall not argue it. 

Secondly^ it is too well and generall known, that 
this tax of forty fiiillings additional on every tun of 
wine (which will be double at leaft to the home- 
MOni^mtv) will iocreafe equally every new ftffion 

of 
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if parUamcnt^ until perhaps it comes to twelve 

K)UQds. 

Thirdfy, Becauie, as the merchants informed me,, 
ind as I have known many the like inftances in 
England, this additional tax will more probably 
eflen this branch of the revenue^ than incr^afe it., 
^nd therefore. Sir John Stanley, a commiffioaeff 
kfthe cuftoms, in England, ufed to fay. That, the 
ioufe of Commons were generally miftaken ia 
natters of trade, by an erroneous opinion that two 
ind two make four.. Thus, if you ihould lay an 
idditional duty of one penny a pound on raifins or 
bgar, the revenue, inftead of rifing, would cer- 
amly (ink : And the confequence would only be> 
o\cSkn the number of plumb- puddings^ and ruia 
he confeAioner. 

Fmrtbfyy I am likewife aflured by merchants^ 
ihat, upon thii additional forty fhillings, the 
French will at lead: equally raife theix duties upoa 
ill commodities we export thither. 

Fiftbfy^ Ifan original extraft of the exports and 
imports be true, we have been gainers upon the 
balance hj our trade with France for feveral years 
^ft ; and, although our gain amounts to no great 
[iicn, we ought to be fatisfied,. iince we are bo 1o« 
fcrs, with the only confolation we are capable o£ 
Kceiving. 

lajiljij The worft confequence is behind. If we 
raife the duty on wine to a condderable height, we 
bfc the only hold we have of keeping among us 
the few gentlemen of any tolerable cftates. I am. 
confident, there is hardly a gentleman of eight hun- 
dred pounds a year and upwards, in this kingdoms 
who would balance half an hour to confider whe-. 
tUer he ihould live here or in England,, if a family 
^uld be as cheaply maintained in the one as the 
othtj. As to eatables, they are as cheap ia 
many fine counties of En^laud, as in fovua ^a\>j 
rodiSkr^at onGs kcrcy or^ if there be ^u^ AvSct*. 
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ence, thatvein of thrift, and pradencc in cecoDO- 
my, which paSes there without reproach^ (and 
chiefly in London itfe If) would amply make up the 
difference. But the article of French wioe is hard- 
ly tolerable, in any degree of plenty, to a middling, 
fortune : And this is it, which, by growing ha- 
bitual, wholly turns the fcale with thofe few bnded- 
men difengaged from employments, who content 
themfelves to live hofpitably with plenty of good 
wine in their own country, rather than in penury 
and obfcurity in another, with bad, or with none 
at all. 

Having therefore, as far as in me lies, aboli(hed 
this additional duty upon wine ; for I ain not un- 
der the leaft concern about paying the intereft of 
the national debt, . but leave it, . as ia loyalty bound, 
wholely to the wifdom of the honourable Hbufe of 
Commons : I come now to confider by what me* 
thods we may be able to put off*, and delay our ut- 
ter undoing as long as it is poffible. 

I never have difcourTcd any reafodabie man up* 
en this fubjeA, who did not allow that there was 
no remedy left us, but to leflcn the importation of 
all unneceflary commodities, as much as it was 
poflible ; and likewife, either to perfuade our ab-> 
lentees to fpend their money at home, which is iin- 
poflible, or tax them at five {hillings in the pound 
during their abfence, with fuch allowances, upon 
neceflary occafionsj as^ it (hall bethought conve- 
nient ; oi , by permitting us a free trade, which 
It denied to no other nation upon earth. Hie 
three laft methods are treated by Mr. Priory in 
his mod ufeful trcatife, added to his Jift. of ab- 
fentees. 

It is to gratify the vanity and pride, and luxury 

of the^VFomen, and of the young fops who admire 

them, that we owe this infupportable grievance of 

bringing in the inftrmnents ot our ruin. There 

UaaauaUy brought ovcv to i\iv& VLvck^^tcwv ^^^^ 
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thov&Dd pourxls worth of filk, whereof the 
' pare is roanufa^urcd ; Thirty tkoufand 
I more is expended in muflin, hollaod» 
Cy aod callicoe. What the price of lace a* 
i to, is not eafy to be colleAed from the 
houfe book, being a kind of goods that 
ip little room, and is eafily run ; but, confi* 
the prodigious price of a woman's head- 
at ten, twelve, twenty pounds a- yard, muft 
r great. The tea, rated at feven fhillings 
and, comes to near twelve thoufand pounds; 
)nfidering it is the common luxury of every 
ermaid, fempflrefs, and tradefman's wife, 
1 town and country, howevei they come l^ 
ft needs cod the kingdom double that fum* 
is feme what above 7,900 1. 1 have feen no 
it of chocolate, and fome other Indian ot 
can goods. The drapery imported is about 
» 1. The whole amounts (with one or two 
particulars) to 150,000 1, The lavifhing of 
ch money is jufi as prudent and nece0ary, 
fee a man in an embroidered coat begging 
Newgate in an old ihoe. 
ow that the thrown and raw filk is lefs pernl- 
becaufe w€ have fome fhare in the manufac- 
3ut we are not now in circumfVances to trifle. 
5 us above 40,000 1. a^year : And if the la- 
ill better times, will not be content to go in 
own country fhifts, I wi(h they may go in 
Let them vie with each other in the finenefs 
r native linen : Their beauty and gentlenefs 
well appear, as if they were covered over 
iamonds and brocade. 

:lieve no man is fp weak^ as to hope or ex- 
tat fuch a reformation can be brought about 
law. Bu( a thorough, hearty, unanimous 
in both houfes of parliament, might perhaps 
f as well : Every fenator, noble, or ^YcWvwi^ 
hb honour, th^t Acitkcr hiinfc\£» not ^\£) 

oi 
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of his family, would, in their drefs or furnimre 
of their houfes, make ufe of any thing except what 
was of the growth and manufafhire of -this king- 
dom ; and that they would ufe the utmoft of their 
power, influence and credit, to prevail on their 
tenants, dependents, and fricndSj to foUow their 
example. 
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What was faid by the Deak of St. Pa- 
trick's to the Lord Mayor and fome of 
the Aldermen, when his Lordftiip came to 
prcfent the faid Dean with his Freedom 
fn a Gold-Box, 

VTTHEN his Lordflbip liad faid a few words, and 
^^ prcfentcd the inftrumcnt, the Dean gently 
(mt it back, and deiired firfl to be heard. He faid. 
He was|niuch obliged to his Lordfliip and the city 
for thc^onour they were going to do him, and 
which, as he was informed, they had long intend- 
ed him : That it was true this honour was mingled 
viih a little mortification, by the delay which at- 
tended it ; but which, however, hfe did not impute 
to his Lordfbfp or the city ; And that the mortifi- 
atictt was the lefs, becaufe he would willingly 
hope the delay was founded on a midake; tor 
thich opinion he would tell his reafon. He faid, 
it was well known, that fome time ago, a perfon > 
with a title waspleafed, in two great -aflemblies, to 
latdc bitterly Tome body without a name, under 
the injurious appellations of a Tory, a Jacobite, an 
enemy to King George, and a libeller of the go- 
vernment; which chara£ler, the Dean faid that 
many people thought, was applied to hinr* : But he 
was unwiUing to be of that opinion, becaufe the 
perfon who had delivered thofe abufive words had, . 
for fcvcral years, carcfled and courted, and foUi- 

VOL. XII. P <VL^^ 
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cited his friendfhip more than any man in either 
kingdom had .ever done ; by invidog him to his 
boufe in town and country, by coming to the 
Deanry often, and calling or fending almoft every 
day when the Dean was Hck, with many other par- 
ticulars of the fame nature, which contidued even 
to a day or two of the time • when the faid perfon 
made thofc invcdkives in the council and Houfe of 
Lords. Therefore, that the Dean would by no means 
think thofe fcurrilous words could be intended 
againft him ; bccaufe fuch a proceeding would o- 
verthrow all the principles of honour, juftice, reli- 
gion, truth, and even common humanity. There- 
fore tli^ Dean will endeavour to believe, that the 
faid perfon had fome other objed): in his thoughts, 
and it was only the. uncharitable cuftom of the 
world that applied thb character to him. However, 
that he would infift on this argument no longer; 
but one thing he would afHrm and declare, without 
affigning any name, or making any exception, 
That, whoever either did or does, or fliall hereaf- 
ter at any time, charge him with the character of 
a Jacobite, an enemy to King George, or a libeller 
of the government, the faid accufation was, is, 
and will be falfe, malicious, flanderous, and alto- 
gether groujidlefs. And, he would take the frcc- 
<lom to tell his Lordfliip and the. reft that ftopd by, 
that he had done more fcrvice to the Hanover- 
litle, and more diffcrvice to the Pretender's caufe, 
than forty thciufand of thofe noify, railing, .mali- 
cious, enipLy. zealots, to whom nature hath denied 
any talent diat could be of ufe to God or their 
country, and. left them only the gift of reviling, 
and ipittiog their venom, againft all who differ 
from them in their deftrudUve principles both in 
church and ftate. That he confcflcd it was fome- 
times his misfortune to diflii?e lome things in pub- 
lic proceedings in both kingdoms, wherein he had 
ofxen the honour to agree with wife and good men; 

but 
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!)ut this did bj no means affefl either his loyalty to 
iis Prince, or Jove to his country. But, on the 
contrary, he protcfted, that fuch di dikes never a- 
ro/e id him from any other principles, than the 
duty he owed to the King, and his affedlion to the 
triogdom. That he had been acquainted with 
courts and miniders long enough, and knew too 
well, that the befl minifter^ might miftake in points. 
oC great innportance ; and that he had- the honour 
to know many more able, and at leail, full as ho- 
ncft as any can be at prefent. The Dean further 
Taid, That, iince he had been fo falfely rcpix Tented, 
he thought it became him to give foine account of 
himfelffor above twenty years, if it were only to 
juftify his Lordfhip and the city for thd honour 
they were going to do him. He related briefly, 
how, merely by his own perfonal credit, without 
other affidance, and in two journeys at his own 
ezpence, he had procured a grant of the firft-fruits 
to the clergy, in the late Queen's time ; for which 
he thought he deferved fomc gentle treatment from 
his brethren. That, durmg all the adminiftration of 
tbe faid miniftry, he had been a conftant advocate 
for thofe who are called the Whigs ; hud kept ma- 
ny oFthem in their employments, both in England 
and here, and fome who were afterwards the firft 
to lift up their heels againft him. He rcflcfted a 
little upon the fevere treatment he had met witlv 
upon his return to Ireland after her Majeily's death, 
and for fome years after. That, being forced to 
live retired, he could think of no better way to do 
public fervice, than by employing all the little mo- 
ney he could fave, and lending it, without intereft, 
ia fmall fums, to poor induftrious tradefmen, 
without examining their party or their faith. And 
God had- fo far pleafed to blefs his endeavours, 
that his managers tell him he hath recovered a-* 
bove two hundred families in this city from ruin, 
and pUced mod of them in a comfortable way of 
P 2 Yvk. 
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life. The Deaa related how much he bad fuffereiS 
in his piirfe, and with what hazard fo his libertyr 
by a moft iniquitous judge ♦ ; who^ to gratify his 
ambition and rage of party, had condemned an in- 
nocent book, written with no worfe a defign, thai^ 
to perfuade the people of this kingdom to wear 
their own'manuf<i<£lures. How the faid}udge had 
endeavoured to get a jury to his mifid, but they 
proved fo honeft, that he was forced to keep them 
eleven hours, and fend them back nine times, un- 
til, at lad, they were compelled to leave th« prin- 
ter t to the mercy of the court. And the Dean 
was forced to procure a ndi profequi from a Noble 
Perfon, then fecretary of ftatc, who had been his 
old friend. The Dean then freely cdnfefled himfelf 
to be author of thofe books called the Drapier's 
Letters, fpoke gently of the proclamation offering 
300 1. to difcover the writer. He faid, That al* 
though a certain perfon was pleafed to mention 
thefe books in a flight manner at a public aflemUy, 
yet he (the Dean) had learned to believe, that there 
were ten thoufand to one in the kingdom who dif- 
fered from that perfon; and the people of Eoglandi 
who had ever heard of the matter, as well as in 
France, were all of the fame opinion. The Dean 
mentioned fevcral other particulars, fome of which, 
thofe from whom I had the account, could not rc- 
collcft, and others, although of great confequence, 
perhaps his enemies would not allow him. The 
Dean concluded with acknowledging to have ex- 
preilcd his wiihes, that an infcription might have 
teen graven on the box, (hewing Ibme reafon why 
The city thought fit to do him that honour, which 
was much out of the common forn^ to a perfon in 
a private ftation ; thofe diftindtions being ufually 
made, only to chief governors, or perfons in very 
high employments, 

* S«e the note Vol. III. p. So. f Harding. 
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T AM in all opiDions to believe according to my 
^ own impartial reafon; which I am bound to 
inform and improve, as far as my capacity and op- 
pononities will permit. 

It may be prudent in me to aft fomeiimcs by o- 
ther mens reafon, but I can think only by my own. 

If another man's reaibn fully con vinceth me, it 
becomes my own reafon. 

To fay a man is bound to believe^ is neither 
truth nor fenfe. 

Ypu may force men, by intereft or punirtiment, 
to fay or fwear they believe, and to a£l as if they 
believed : You can go no further. 

Every man, as a member of the commonwealth, 
ought to be content with tlie pofleflion of his own 
opiiiibn in private, without perplexing his neigh- 
bour, or difturbing the public. 

Violent zeal for truth hath a hundred to one 
odds, to be either petulancy, ambition, or pride. 

There is a degree of corruption, wherein fomc 
nations, as bad as the world is, will proceed to an 
amendment; till which time, particular men fhould 
be^uict. 

To remove opinions fundamental in religion is 

impoflible, and the attempt wicked, whether thofe 

P 3 o^\Yi\QTv^ 
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where liberty of confcience, under the prefent ac- 
ceptation, equally produces revolutions, or at leaft^ 
convulfions and diAurbances in a (late ; which 
politicians would fee well enough, if their eyes 
were not blinded by faction, and of which< thefe 
kingdoms^ as well as France, Sweden, and other 
countries, are flaming inftances. Cromwell's no- • 
tion upon this article was natural arid rights when, 
upon the furrender of a town in Ireland,, the Po- 
pi(h governor infifted upon an article for liberty of 
confcience; Cromwell faid, he meddled with no 
man's confcience ; but, if by liberty of confcience, 
the governor meant the liberty of the Mafs, he had * 
exprefs orderSi from the parliament of £nglaad a- 
gainft admitting any fuch liberty at all. 

It is impoflible that any thing fo natural,. fo^ tie- ' 
ceflary, and fo univerfal as death, ffaould ever have 
been defigned by Providence as an evil to man- 
kind. 

Although reafon were intended by Providence 
to govern our paiBons, yet it feems that, in two 
points of the greateft moment to the being and 
continuance of the world, God hath intended our 
paflions to prevail over reafon. The firft is, the- 
propagation of our fpecies, fince no wife man ever 
married from the diAaces of reafon, every man 
would defpife, and wifh it at an end, or that it ne» 
ver had a beginning. ' 
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E Scripiurc-fyftem of man's creation is w&at 
Ihriftians are bound to believe, and feems mod 
ible of all others to probability and reafon.. 
> was formed from a piece of clay, and Eve 
one of his ribs. The text mentioneth nothing 
5 Maker's intending him for, except to rule 
he bcafls of ihe field and birds of the air. 
Eve, it doth not appear that her hufband 
er monarch, only fhe was to be his help meet, 
ilaced in fome degree of fubjeftion. Howe- 
>efore his fall, the bcafts were his moft obe- 
fubje61:s, whom he governed by abfolute pow- 
Vftcr his eating the forbidden fruit, the courfc 
cure was changed, the animals began to rcjeft 
ivcrnment; fome were able to efcape by flight, 
ithers were too fierce to be attacked. The 
ure mentioneth no particular a£ts of royalty 
lam over his pofterity, who were cotemporary 
lim, or of any monarch until after the flood; 
of the firft was Nimrod, the mighty hunter, 
as Milton exprefleth it, made men, and not 
» his prey. For men were cafler caught bye 
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prDmifes, and fubdued by the folly or treachery of 
tHei|!(«^a fi>ecijBs. Whereas, che brutes prevaikd 
only by their courage or flrength, which, among 
them, are peculiar to certain kinds. Lions, bears, 
elephants, and fome other animals, are ftrong or 
Taliant, and their fpecies never degenerates in th^ir 
native foil, except they happen to be enflaved or 
deftroyed by human fraud : But men degienerate 
every day, merely by the folly, the perverfencfs, the 
avarice, the tyranny, the pride, the treachery, or 
inhumanity of their own kind. 
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A Lmighty and moft gracious Lord God, extend, 
"» wc befecch thcc,' thy pity and compafGon to- 
wards this thy languifhing fervant : Teach her to 
place her hope and confidence entirely in thee ; give 
her a true fenfe of the emptinefs and vanity of all 
earthly things ; make her truly fenfible of all the 
infirmities of her life paft, and grant her fuch a 
true fincere repentance as is not to be repented of, 
Preferve her, O Lord, in a found mind and under* 
Handing, during this thy vifitation ; keep her from 
both the fad extremes of prefumption and defpair. 
If thou fhalt plcafe to reftore her to her former 
liealth, give her grace to be ever mindful of that 
mercy, and to keep thofe good refolutions £he now 
i&akes in her ficknefs, fo that no. length of time, 
Bor profperity, may entice her to forget them. Let 
fio thought of her misfortunes diftraA her mind, 
ind prevent the means towards her recovery, or di- 
fturb her in her preparations for a better life. Wc 
kclccch thee alfo, O Lord, of thy infinite goodnefs, 
to remember the good aftions of this thy fervant ^ 
^hat the naked fhe hath clothed, tHe hungry (he 
^ath fed, the fick and the fatherlefs whom £he hath 
''flicved, may be reckonedy according to Oa^ ^t'a.cv- 
^promifcj as if they had been done \itvvo \3;\t.c* 
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Hearken, O Lord, to the prayers offered opbjrthe 
ifirieods of this thy fervMt iq h^ Whalf, and e^- 
cially thofe now made by us vtito tl>ee. Ghre thy 
bleffing to thofe endeavours ufed for her recovery ; 
but tiake from h^ all violent defke, either of life 
or death, further than with refighation to thy holy 
will. And now, O Lord, we implore thy gracious 
favour towards us here met together ; grant that the 
fenfc of this thy fcrvant's weaknefs may add ftrengdi 
to cur faith, that we, confkiering the infirmities of 
our nature, and the uncertainty of life, may, by 
this example, be drawn to repentance before it fhall 
pleafe thee to vifit us in the like manner. Accept ' 
thefe prayers, we befeech we« for the fabe of thy 
fdear Son JefusChrift, our Lord ; who» with Thee 
and the Holy Ghoft» liveth and reigneth ever one 
Hood, world without end. Amen. 
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I Cojl* ill I J. 

vijiom of this'v^rld h fi^ijbnefs with God. 

remarkable that, about the time of our Sa- 
ur's coming into the world, all kinds of 
rning flouriihed to a very great degree, info- 
:hat nothing is more frequent in the rtlouths 
ly men, evert ftich who pretend to read and 
w, than an extravagant praife and opinion" 
wifdom and virtue of the Gcntite fages of 
lays, and likewife of thofe antient phiiofo- 
vho went before them, whofe doctrines arc 
on record either by themfclvcs or other writ- 
es far as this may be taken for granted, it 
: faid, that the Providence of God brought 
out for feveral very wife ends and purpoles. 
: IS certain that ihefe philoibphers had been a 
me before fearching out where to fix the true 
tk of man ; and, not being able to agree 
ny certainty about it, they could not pofiibJy 
iclude, if they judged hnp^rtially, that alt 
iquiries were, in the end, but vain and fruit- 
he confequence of which muft be, not only 
nowlcdgemcnt of the weakncfs of a' I humau 
1, but likewife an open palTige hereby matfe, 
: letting in thofe beartis cf light, which the 
.. XII. Q^ 5j^Q\\Ci>3L^ 
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glorious fanfliinc of the gofpcl then brought into 
the world y by r^evealing thofe hidden truths which 
they had fo long before been labourtng to difcover, 
and fixing the general happinefs of mankind be- 
yond all controvcrfy and difpute. And therefore 
the Providence of God wifely fuffered men of deep 
genius and learning then to arife, who fhould fearch 
into the truth of the gofpel now made known, 
and canvafs its doctrines with all the fabtilty and 
knowledge they were maflers of« and in the end 
freely acknowledge that to be the true wifiljora 
only which cometh from above. James iii, ij, 
i6, 17. . 

However, to make a further inquiry into the 
truth of this obfervation, I doubt not bst there-is 
reafon to think, that a great many of thofe enco- 
miums given to ancient philofophers are taken upon 
truft, and by a fort of men who are not very like» 
ly to be at the pains of an inquiry that would em- 
ploy fo much time and <thinking. For the ufu^ 
ends why men afFcdl ibis kind of difcourfe, appear 
generally to be cither out of oftcntation, that they 
may pafs upon the world for perfons of great 
knowledge and obfcrva^tion j or, what is worfe, 
there are fome who highly exalt the wifdom of 
thofe Gentile fages, thereby obliquely to glance at 
and traduce Divine Revelation, and more efpecially 
that of the gofpel ; for the confequence they would 
have us draw is this : That, fince thofe ancient phi- 
lofophers rofc to a greater pilch of wifdom and 
virtue than was ever known among Chriflians, and 
all this purely upon the ftrength of their own rea- 
fon and liberty of thinking : therefore it muftfol* 
low, that either all Revelation is falfe, or, what is 
worfe, that it has depraved the nature of maO} 
and left him worfe than it found him. 

But this high opinion of Heathen wifdom is not 
very ancient in the world, nor at all countenanced 
from primitive times : Our Saviour had but a lo^ 
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efteem of it, as appears by his treatment of the 
Fharifees* and Sndducees, who followed the doc- 
trines of Plato and Epicurus. St, Paul likewife, 
who was well terfcd in all the Grecian literature, 
feems Tcry much to dclpifc thdr philofophy, as we 
find in his writings, cautioning the Coloflians to 
beware, kft any man fpoil them through philofo- 
phy and ^ain deceit. And, in another place, he 
advi(e8 Timothy to avoid profane and vain bab- 
blings, and oppoiitions of £:ience, falfely fo called ; 
thai is, not to introdtice into the Chriflian dodlrine 
the jmglings of thofe vain philofophers, which they 
would pafs mpon the world for feience* And the 
reafons he gives are, Tirft, That thofe who profcf- 
fed'them did err concerning the faith : Secondly^, 
Becaufe the knowledge of them did increafc uo- 
godnnefs-y vain babblings being orherways expound- 
ed vanities, or empty founds ; that isj tedious dif- 
putcs about -words, which the- philofbpbcrs' were 
aJways fcr full of, and whieh w^rc the natural 
product of dilutes and diilentions between fevc- 
ral ftfls. 

Neither had the primitive fathers any great or 
good opinion of the Heathen phrfofophy, as it is 
manifcft from fcvcral paffages, in their wiitings : 
80 that this vein of affe^ing to raifc the reputation 
ef thoie fages/o high, is a mode and a vice but of 
yefterday, aflumed chiefly, as I have fald, to dif- 
parage revealed knowledge, and the eonfequences' 
of it among us. 

Now, becaufe this is a prejudice which may prc- 
mi with fome pcrfons, fo far as to Icflln the influ- 
wcc of the Igoipel, and whereas therefore this is 
>Q opinion which men of education are like to be 
encountered with, when they have produced iheni- 
fcWcs into the world > I fliall endeavour to fhcw, 
Aat-their preference of Heathen wifdom and vir- 
^. before that of the Chriftian, is everyway un- 
0^2 \\x9t, 
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juit, nnJ grounded upon ignorance or miftakc: la 
order to which I (hall coniider four things. 

firji, 1 ihall produce certain points, wherein the 
wirdom and viriue of ml uurcvealed philofophy in 
general, fell fhorr, and was very imperfi^t. 

■ SecomHyy I Ihall ihew, in fevcral inftances, where 
fonij ol" the moil renowned philofophers have been 
grollly d.fciSUve in thtir Lfibns of moraliiy. 

Thndiy, I. Ihall prove the perfedlion of Chriftian 
^vifdoai, from die proper charaAers and marks 
of it. 

L'l/ily^ 1 fhaU fhew tbat the great examples of 
wjfdom and virtue among the Heathen wife men, 
were produced by perfonal merit, and not influen- 
ced by the dodlrine of any feftj whereas, in.Chri- 
ftianity,. it is quite the contrary, 

Firft^ I {hall produce certain points, wherein tht 
wifdom and virtue of all unreyealed philofophy in 
general fell fhort, and wras very imperfcft. 

My defign is to perfuade men, that Chriftian phi- 
lofophy is in all things preferable to Heathen wif- 
dom ; from which, oi its profeflbrs, I fhall how- 
ever have no occasion to detradl. They were as 
wife and as good as it was poUible for them under 
fuch difadvantages, and would have probably been 
infinitely more >virh fuch aids as we_eDJoy : Butpu? 
kffons are certainly much better, however ouc 
practices may fall fliorr. 

The Jirfi point I fli:ill mention was tli^t univcrfJ 
defedt which was in all their fchemes, that ihcy 
coiild lioc agree about their chi(.:f good, or wherc- 
i.. tj place the happlnefs of mankind, nor had aoy 
of thc.u a tolerable an fwer upon this difficuhyi w 
fatisiy a reafo;\jblc perfon. For, to fay, as the 
ipoli plaulible of them did, that happinefs confift* 
ed in virtue, was but. vain babbling, and a mere 
found of words, to amufe others and ihemfelves; 
bccau!o they were not agreed what this virtue ^w*» 
•r whcrcm it did confifl: ; and likcwifc, bccaufc iC" 

Tcral 
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n^ral among the bcft of them taught quke different 
things, placing happinefs in heaUh or good fortune, 
in riches or in honour, where nil were agreed that 
virtue was not, as I fhall have eccailon to ihew, 
when I fpeak of their particular tenets. 

The ^fow/ great dcfcdt in the Gentile philofophy 
was, that it wanted fome fuitable reward propor- 
tioned to the better part of man, his mind, as an 
ekiGOuragement for his progrefs in virtue. The 
difficulties they met with, upon the fcore of this 
default, were great, and not to be accounted for : 
Bodily goods, being only fuitable to bodily wants, 
aire no reft at all for the mind ; and, if they were, 
yet arc they not the proper fiuiis of wifdom and 
virtue, being equally attainable by the ignorant and 
wicked. Nmv, human nature is lb conftituied, 
that wc can never purfue any thing heartily but 
upon hopes of a reward. If we run a race,' it is 
in expedition of a prize ; and the greater the prize 
the fafter wc run ; for, an incorruptible crown, if 
we underftand ir and believe it to be fuch, more 
than a corruptible one. But Tome of the philofo- 
phers gave all this quite another turn, and pretend- 
ed to refine fo far, as to call virtue its own reward, 
and worthy fo be followed only for itfelf : Where- 
as, if there be any" \h\ng in (his more than the 
found of the words, it is at lead too abflradted 
to become aii'univerfal influencing principle in 
(he world, and therefore could not be of general 
life. 

It was the want of affigning fonae happinefs, pro- 
portioned to the foul of man, that cauted many of 
iheHiy either, on the one hand, to be foure and 
norofe^ fupercilious and untreatable ; or, on the 
dther, to fssill into the vulgar purfuiis of common 
men, to huftt after greatnefs and riches, to make 
their court, and to ferve occafions ; as Plato did 
fb the yOuRger Dibnyfius, and Ariftotle to Alex- 
ander thf-'Gittat. So' impoffiblcia it fov^'auttec^s 
0^3 'vV^ 
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who looks DO furtlier than the prefent world, t« 
f}x himCelf long in a contemplation where the pre- 
fent world has no part : He has np fure bold, no. 
ijvm footing ; he can never expert to remove the 
earth he relU upon^ while he has no fupport befidc 
for his feet, but wants, like Archimedes, fome o- 
ther place whereon to fland. To talk of bearing 
pain and grief, without any fort of prefent or fti- 
turc hope, cannot be purely greatnefs of fpiric ; 
there mull: be a mixture in it of aSe£):ationy 
and an aiioy of pride, or perhaps is wholly coun-- 
tcrfeit, 

Ic is true there has been all along in the world a. 
notion of rewards and punifhments in another life; 
but ic fecms to have rather ferved as an entertain- 
ment to poets, or as a terror of children, thtin a 
fettled principle, by which men pretend to govern 
any of thciv a«^ions. The laft celebrated words of 
Socrates, a little before his death, do not fecm to 
reckon or build much upon any fuch opinion; and 
Cxfar made no fcruple to difown it, and ridicule it 
in open icnate. 

Ihirdly^ The grcateft and wifcft of all their phi- 
lofophcrs were never able to give any Tatisfa<ftion, 
to others and themfcives, in their notions of a Dei-, 
ry. They were often extremely grofs and abfurd 
in their conceptions; and thofe who made the fair- 
ed conje<5lurcs are fuch as -were generally allowed 
by the learned to have fcen the/yftem of Mofes, if 
I may fo call it, who was in great reputation at that 
rime in the Heathen world, as we find by Diodorus^ 
Juftin, Longinus, and other authors ; for thertiW 
the wii'cil among them laid aiide all notions after a 
Deity, as a dif.iuifition vain and fruitleis, which 
indeed it was upon unrevealed principles ; and thofe 
who ventured to engage top far fell into incohe- 
rence and confufion. 

YourtUy, Thofe among them who had the jufteft 
conceptions qf a Divine Tower; aud did alio admit 
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a f rovideoce, had no notion nt all of entli'e^y re- 
lying and depending upon either ; they truded iii: 
thctnfelvcs for ail things': But, as for a truO- or 
d<:pendence upon God, they would not have un« 
der/lood the phraie ; it made no part of the pro- 
fane ftile. 

Therefore it was, that, in all iQhcs and events, 
vhich they could not reconcile to their own fentiT- 
ments of reafon s^n,d juflice, they were quite, dif- 
concerted ::Thcy had no retreat ; but, upon every 
blow of advcrre fortune, either affed:ed to be in- 
diffierent. or grew fuUen and fevere, or elle yielded 
ani funk like other men. 

Having now produced certain points, wherein 
the wifdom and virtue, of all unrevealed philofophy 
£eil fhort, and was very imperfect ; I go on, in the 
fecond place, to fhew in feveral in(lances, where, 
fome of the mofl renowned philofophers have been 
grofsly defective in their lefTons of morality. 

Thales, the founder, of the Ionic fe£t, fo cele- 
brated for morality, being afked. How a man 
might bear ill fortune with greateft enfe ? anfwer- • 
ed, •" By feeing his enemies in a worie condition." 
An anfwer truly barbarous, unworthy of human - 
nature^ and which Jucluded fuch cc)nfequen€cs as 
mutfl deflroy all fociety from th« world. 

Solon^ lamenting the death of a fon, one told 
him, " You lament in vain :" *' Therefore (faid 
^* he) I lament, becayfe it is in vaip." ,T)iiS:Was 
11 ^ia cbnfeilion how iq^perFe£b all his philofophy 
W;i8t and. that fpavetJiing was ftill wanfing. ,Hc 
Owned that all his wifdom and rnorals wei^e ufcr 
lefs,. and thi^ upon one of the moft frequent acci- 
dents in hfe. How much better could he have- 
\ learned to fuppprt himfclf even from David,, by his 
I entire dependence ujx? p. God ;,vand that beforq.our 
\ Saviour; had « advanced the. notions of, religion to 
.' the height ^d perfection ly herewith . he |iath in- 
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firuAed bis difciples ! Plato himfelf, with all his 
refinements, placed happinefs ia wifdom, hcalch» 
good fortune, honour and riches ; and held that 
they who enjoyed all theft were perfedly happy : 
Which opinion was indeed unworthy its owner, 
leaving the wife and the good man wholly at the* 
mercy of uncertain chance, and to be miferable 
without refource. 

His fcholar, Ariftotle, fell tnore grofsly into the 
ftme notion ; and plainly affirmed, that virtue, 
without the goods of fortunfe, was not fufficient 
•for happincfs> but that a wife man muft be mifer- 
able in poverty and fickncfs-. Nay, Diogenes him- 
ftlf, from whoft pride and Angularity one would 
have looked for othet riotions^ delivered it as his 
opinion, that a poor old man was the moft mifer- 
able thing in life. 

Zeno alfo, and his followers, fell into many ab- 
furditics, among which nothing could bo greater 
than that- of maintaining all crimes to be equal, 
which, infVead of making vice hateful, rendered it 
as a thing indifferent and familiar to all men. 

Lafliy, Epicurtts had no notion of juftice but as- 
itf was profitable'; and his placing happinefs in plea- 
fore, with all the advantages he could expound tt 
by, was liable to very great* exceptions : For, al- 
though he taught that pleafure did confift in virtue, 
yet he did not any way fix 6v afeertaih the bounda* 
ries of virtue, as htf ought to have done ; by which 
xfieans he mrifled his foVow^rs into the'gi^eateft 
vices, making their natnes to beeomei ddiots add 
fcandaloiK, even in the Heathfcn world. 

I have produced thefe few infla-nces from a great 
many otherj, to fhew the imperfeftion of Heathen 
philofophy, wherein I have confined myfclf wholc- 
ly to- their taf>rali<ty. And furely we may pro- 
riouftets upon it in the words of St. James, that, 
This wfdofti defeended not' fiom abeve^ but vxu 
ttirthfy and f&nfutil. What if I had produced their 

abfurd 
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abfurd notions about God and the foul ! It ivould 
then have coaipleatcd the charaftcr given it by that 
a\iolUe, and appeared to have been dcviliih too. 
But it is eafy to obfcrve, from the nature of thc'c 
few particulars, tliat their defcdls in morals we;re 
purely the flagging and fainting of the mind, for 
want of a fupport by revelation horn God, 

I proceed therefore, in the //»/'. 7 place, to fliew 
the perfcdlion of. Chrirtian wifdom from above, 
and I ihall endea,VDur (o make it appear from thofe 
proper charad]ker|:iind'n)ark> of it by the Apofllc 
bcfofe meniiot\ed, in the third chapter, and 15th, 
16th, and 17th verfes. 

The words run thus : 

Thu ivi/dom defcendeth Mt from above, hut is earth' 
fy, fenfual^ devilijh. 

For whef.e euvyingandjirifd ts, there is confuJim% 
and every evil work, 1 

But the yi):fdGm that is from above ^ is firft pure^ 
then peaceable^ gentle^ and eafy to be intreated, fuH 
of mercy and good fruits^ without partiality ^ and 
Viithout hypofrijy. 

The vxijdoni from ^bove^ is firfl ^ure. This pu- 
rity of |he mind s^nd (pirit is peculiar to the gpfpcl. 
Qui* Saviour fays, Blefftd are the pure in hearty for, 
tbiyfball fee.GcuL A mind free from aU poUutiou 
of lufts ihail have a daily vifiort of God, whereof 
uorcYealed religion can form no notion. This is 
it which keeps us unfpQtced from the world ; and 
hereby many have been prevailed upon to live ia 
ihe.priidtic? of all purity, holiijefs, apd righteoqf* 
nefs, far beyond the examples of the mod cclcr 
hrated philpfophcrs. 

It is .peaceable <, gertile^ and eafy to be in treated* 
The Chriflian doftrinc teacheth us all thole difpo- 
fuions that make us a&able and courteous, gentle 
aod kind, without any morofe leaven of pride pr 
vanity, which entered into the compofition of moft 
I^aihen fchcmes : So we are taught to be me<.k 



dialogue, or part of one, about forgiving oui 
miesy which was perhaps the higheft firain 
reached by man, without divine ai£iVaDce ; yei 
little is that to what cur Saviour comtnand 
To iove them thai hate us ; to b'kfs them that 
us ; and do good to them that defpitefuUy ufe its. 

Chriftian wifdom is without partiality ; it 
cslculated for this or that nation or people 
the whole race of mankind : not to the philoi 
cai fchemes, which were narrow and eonfin( 
daptcd to their peculiar town*, government 
ftAs ; but, in every nation, h« that feareth 
and worketh righteoufnefs, is accepted with I 

Lafi/yy It is,, without hypocrify : It appears 
what it really is ; It is all of a piece. By the 
trines of the gofpel we are fo far from beir 
k>wedtapubli{h to the world thofe virtues wc 
not, that we are commanded to hide, even 
durfelves, thdfe we really have, and not to h 
Fight-hand know what our left-hand does ; i 
feveral branches ot the Heathen wifdom, \ 
pretended to teach infenfibility and indiftei 
lAagnanimity add contempt of life, while, s 
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The two virtues moft celebrated by ancient moral- 
iils were fortitude and temperance, a$ relating to 
the government of man in bis private capacity, to 
which their fchemes were generally addreflfed and 
confined ; and the two inftauces wherein thofc vir- 
tues arrived at the greateft height, were Socrates 
and Cato. But neither thofe, nor any other vir* 
tues poflefied by thcfe two, were at all owing to any 
leflbns or doArines of a fe£l. For Socrates himfclf 
was of none at all ; and although Cato was called a 
Stoic, it was more from a refemblance of manners 
to his worft qualities, than that he avowed himfelf 
one of their difciples. The fame may be affirmed 
of many other great men of antiquity. From 
whepce I infer, that thofe who were renowned for 
virtue among them, were more obliged to the good 
natural difpofitions of their own minds, than to the 
dodrines of any fedl they pretended to follow. 

On the other fide, as the examples of fortitude 
and patience, among the primitive Chriftians, have 
been infinitely greater and more numerous, fo they 
were altogether the produdl of their principles and 
do£krine ; and were fuch as the fame perfons, with- 
out thofe aids would never have arrived to. Of this 
truth moft of the Apoflles, with many thoufand 
[ martyrs, are a cloud of witnefTes beyond excep- 
f tipQ. Having therefore fpoken fo largely upon the 
brmcr heads, I (hall dwell no longer upon this. 

And, if it (hould here be pbjefled. Why does 
oot Chriftianity Aill produce the fame efFe£ls P It 
is eafy to anfwer, Firfi^ That although the number 
bf pretended Chridians be great, yet that of true 
believers, in proportion to the other, was never fo 
iiaall ; and it is a true lively faith alone, that, 
by the afilftance of God*s grace, can influence our 
Praftice. 

S€€ondfy, We may anfwer, that Chriftianity it- 
fclf has very much fufFered by being blended up 
^ith Gentile philofophy. The Plaioak i'j&tm,?!^^ 
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taken into religion, was thought to have giveit 
matter for fome early hcrefics in the church. 
When difputes began to arife, the P^r/^/7/r/^V forms 
were introduced by Scotus, as beft fitted for con- 
troverfy. And, however this may now have be- 
come neceflary, it was furely the author of a liti- 
gious vein, which has fince occafioncd very perni- 
cious confequences, ftopt the progrefs of Chriftii- 
nity, and been a great promoter of vice, verifying 
that fenience given by St. James, and mentioned -^ 
before, Where envying avd Jlrife is, there is confu'^ 
fton and every evil work. This was the fatal ftop 
to the Grecians, in their progrefs both of arts and 
arms : Their wife men were divided under feveral 
fc6ts, and their governments under feveral com- 
monwealths, all in oppofition to each other, which 
engaged them in eternal quarrels among them- 
felvcs, while they fhould have been armed againft 
the common enemy. And I wifh we had no other 
examples from the like caufes, lefs foreign or an- 
lient than that, Diogenes faid, Socrates was a 
madman ; the difciples of Zeno and Epicurus, 
nay, of Plato and Ariftotle, were engaged in fierce 
difputes about the mofl: infignificant trifles. And, 
if this be the prefent language and practice among 
us Chriftians, no wonder that Chriftianity .dots 
Rot ftill produce the fame cffcdls which it diti at 
fiift, when it was received atid embraced in its ut- 
moft purity and perfeftion. For fuch a wifdom as 
this cannot defc end from above, but muft be edrtb* 
ly, fcnfu U devilijh ; ///// of con fv fton and every evil 
ivoik : Whereas the ixjijdom from above, is fiffi 
furey then peaceable, gentle, and eafy to be intreatcd, ^ 
full of mercy and good fruit Sf ivithoitt partiality, and >■ 
without hypocri/y. This is the true heavenly wif* i 
dom, which Chriftianity only can boal> of, and | 
which the greatcft of the Heathen wife men could f 
never arrive at. 
Now to God the YcUVier, <6c, 6c» 
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UPON GIVING 

BADGES 

TO 

T H E P O O R * 

■PHE continual concourfe of beggars, from all 
•*• parts of the kingdom to this city, having made 
t impoilible for the feveral pariflies to maintain 
Ijcir own poor, according to the antient laws of 
he land ; feveral Lord Mayors did apply them- 
chrcs to the Lord Archbifhop of Dublin, that his 
Jracc would direft his clergy, and the church- 
rardens of the faid city, to appoint badges of brafs, 
opper^ or pewter, to be worn by the poor of the 
Jveral parifhes. The badges to be marked wich 
ic initial letters of the name of each church, and 
Umbered i, 2, 3, i^c, and to be well fewcd and 
iftened on the right and left fliould<u' of the 
iitward garment of each of the faid poor, oy 
hich they might be diftinguifhed. And that 
Dnc of the faid poor fhould go out of their own 
irifli to beg alms ; whereof the beadles were to 
ke care. 

His Grace, the Lord Archbifhop, did accordingly 
ivc his diredions to the clergy \ which however, 
avc proved wholly inetFe<Sliial, by the fraud, per- 
er/enefs, or pride of the faid poor, feveral of them 

• Src a Treatife on th;; fi-.l jeA, Vol III. p. ^^iS* 
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end of 'the town to the other^ -without >feei] 
beggar regulai47 badgdd, and m fuch grea 
bers, that they are a mighty nufance to the 
molt of them being foreigners. 

It is therefore pro po fed, That his Grace th 
Archbifliop would pleafe to call the clergy 
city together, and. renew his. dirediions and 
tations to them, to put this affair of badge 
tually in praftice, by fuch methods as his 
and they (hall agree -upon. And I think it 
be highly neceiTary, that fome ^ paper (ho 
pafted up, in feveral proper parts of the cit 
nifying this order, and exhorting all people 
no alms except to thofe poor who are re 
badged, and only while they are within tb 
cindts of their own pariibes. And, if ion 
like this were delivered by the minifters, 
reading-defk, two or three Lord's - day sfuccc 
it would ftill beof further ufe to put this 
upon a right foot. And that all who offend 
this regulation be. treated as vagabonds and 
beggars. 

Deanryhoujey 
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TT^E have been amnfed, for at leaft thirty years 
^'^ paft, with numberlefs' fchemcs in writing 
and difcourre, both in -and -out of parliament, for 
maiDtaining th« poor and fetting them to work, 
especially lO' this city>; mod of which were idle, 
indigeiled, or viiionary, and all of them ineffe(H 
tual, as it hath plainly appeared by' the confequen* 
cei. Many of- thofe prpjcftors- were fo Aupid, 
that they drew a parallel from^Holland and Eng- 
land, to be (ettled in Ireland, that is to fay, from 
tmo countries with full frecdom^and enncouragement 
for trade, to a third, where all kind of trade is 
cramped, and the mod bene^cial parts are entirely 
tiken away. But the perpetual iT>felicity of falfe 
and fooliih reafoning, as well as proceeding and 
acting upon it, feems to be fatal to this country. 

For my^ own part, who have much converfed 
with ihofe folks who call thcmfelves Merchants, I 
do not remember to have met with- a more igno- 
rant and wrong-thinking race of people in the very 
fitft rudiments of trade ; whichj howiever, was not 
fomuch owing to their want x)f capacity, as to the 
crazy condiiution of thist kingdom, where pedlars 
are better qnalified to thrive than the wifeft mer- 
chants. I could 61\ a volume with onlY fcuvtv^ 
R 2 ^^N»v\. 
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a lifl: of the public abfurditics, by which this king- 
dom hath iUtJered, within the compafs of my own 
memory, fuch as could not be btlicvcd of any na- 
tion, among whom folly was not edablifhed as a 
law. I cannot forbear inftancing a few of thefe, 
becaufc it may be of fomc uic to thofc who fhall 
have it in their power to be more cautious for the 
future. 

» he firfi: was the building of the barracks, where- 
of I have fcen above one half, and have heard 
enough of the reft, to afiirm that the public hath 
.bjen cheated of at lea/i two thirds of the money 
raiiVd fur that ufe by the plain fraud of the under- 
takers. 

Another was the management of the money raif- 
cd for the Palatines ; when, inftead of employing 
'.that great fum in purchafing lands in fomc remote 
and cheap part of the kingdom, and there pUntIng 
.thofe. people as a colony, the whole end was utter- 
ly defeated. 

A third is the Infurance-office againft fire, bf 
which, fevcral thoufand pounds arc yearly remit- 
ted to England (a trifle it feems we can eafily fpare), 
and will gradually increafe uatii it comes to a, good 
national tax. For the focicty marks upon our 
houfes (under which might properly be written, 
The Lord have mercy upon us) fpread fafter ind 
farther than the * colony of frogs. I have, ioc 

above 

• This fimilitude, which is certainly the fiaefl that could poiiiWy 
have bc< n ufud upf^n this occali.-n, feems to require a Aort exi>lic»- 
tion. About ih-' hcginni..g of this current ceniu'-v. Dr. Gwjtherf, 
a ph\fi. ian an«1 Fellow of the Univerfity of Dublin, brought ortr 
wi 1 him .a pircel 01 frogs from England to Ireland, in order topio- 
-pagatc vhe Ifecits in that kingdom, and threw >hem into the aitchei 
of ihe Univ'.Tfity-park J but they all perished. Whereupon he fcnt 
to El gland f r fomc botrles of the frog-f:xi\vn, which he threw into 
thole jitrh.«, by which means the tpccies of frogs was propagated ii 
that kingdom Howe.er, their number was fo fmal) in thcyeif 
173^0* that u frog was no where to be fcea in Ireland, except it lb* 

iieighbollihoo*' 
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»bove twenty years paft, given warning fcveral 
thoufand times, to many fubflantial people, a\id to 
fuch who are acquainted with Lords and Squires* 
and the like great folks, (to any of whom I have 
not the honour to be known) : I mention my daily 
fears, left our watchful friends in England might 
take this buGncfs out of our hands; and how eafy 
it would be to prevent that evil, by erefting a focic- 
ty ofpcrfons who had good eftates, fuch, for in- 
ftance, as that noble knot of bankers under the 
ftyle of Sivift and Company, But now we are be- 
come tributary to England, not only for materials 
to light our own firfs ; but for engines to put ihcna 
out; to which, if hearth-money be added, (re- 
pealed in England as a grievance) we have the ho* 
nour to pay three taxes for fire. 

A fourth was the knavery cf thofc merchants, 
or lincn-manufafturers, or both ; when, upon oc- 
caiion of the plague at Marfeilles, we had a fair 
opportunity of getting into our hands the whole 
linen-trade with Spain ; but the commodity was fo - 
bad, and held at fo high a rate, that almoft the 
whole cargo was returned, and the fmall remain-^ 
derfold below the prime coft. 
! So many other particulars of the fame nature 
crowd into my thoughts, that I am forced to flop, 
. and the rather, becaufe they are not very proper 
ior my fubjeA, to which I Ihall now return. 

Among all the fc hemes for maintaining the poor 
of the city, and fctting them to work, the leaft 
^eight hath been laid upon that fingle point which 
is of greateft importance ; I mean that of keeping 
foreign beggars from fwarming hither out of every 
pan of the country ; for, until this be brought 
to pafs efie^aliy, all our wife reafonings and 

"tcilhbourhood of the UniTCrfity.park s But, within fix or r<vea 
yetrtift«r, they fpiead thirty, tarty, and fifty biiles over the coua» 
^^1\ and fo at U&, by degree&, over the whole natioDk 

R 3 ^lOCtt^VCi^ 
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proceedings tipoD them will be Yain and ridi 
£dus. 

The prodigious number of beggars through 
this kingdom, in proportion to fo fmall a num 
of people, is owing to many reafons : To the I 
nefs of the natives ; the want of work to emp 
them ; the enormous rents paid by cottagers 
their miferable cabbins and potatoe-plots ; tl 
early marriages, without the leaft profpeft of ^fl 
li£hment; the ruin of agriculture, whereby fi 
Tail numbers are hindered from providing tl: 
own bread, and have no money to purchafe it ; 
mortal damp upon all kinds of trade, and man; 
ther circumiUnces too tedious or invidious to m 
tion. 

And to the fame caufes we owe the perpei 
concourfe oi foreign beggars to this town, i 
country landlords giving ail afiidance, except a 
ney and vidbuals, to drive from their eftates th 
miferable creatures they have undone. 

It was a general complaint againfl: the poi 
houfe, under its former governours, that the nu 
ber oFpoor in this city did not leiTen by taking thi 
hundred into the houfe, and all of them reco 
mended under the minifler and church-warde 
hands of the feveral parifhes ; and this compla 
niuft ftill continue, although the poor-hoi 
fhould be enlarged to maintain three thoufand, 
even double that number. 

The revenues of the poor-houfc, as it is now 
Aablidied, amount to about two thoufand pouc 
a year ; whereof, two hundred allowed for office 
and one hundred for repairs, the remaining fev( 
teen hundred, at foiir pounds ahead, will fupp< 
four hundred and twenty- five perfons. This ii 
favourable allpwance, confidering that I fubtr 
nothing for the diet of thofe officers, and for w< 
and tare of fiirniturc ; and, if every one of th 
coUegMcs ihould be fet to work, it is agreed tt 

1 
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will not be able to gain bj their labour above one 
fourth part of their maintenance. 

At die fame time, the oratorial part of thefe 
gentlemen feldom vouchfafe to mention fewer than 
fifteen hundred, or two thoufand people, to be 
maintained in this hofpital, without .troubling their 
keads ;ibout the fund, « ♦ ♦ 

« « * • « 
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TO 

HIS GRACE 

WILLIAM, 

LORD ARCHBISHOP of DUBLIN. 6c. 

The humble Rcprefcntation of the Clergy t>f th 
City of Dublin. 

Jan. \^2Ji 
My Lord. 

"VOUR Grace having been pleafed to communi 
•*■ cate to us a certain brief, by letters -patent 
for the relief of one Charles McCarthy, whof 
houfe in College-green, Dublin, was burnt by ai 
accidental fire ; and having defired us to confide 
of the faid brief, and give our opinions thereof t( 
your Grace : 

We, the clergy of the city of Dublin, in com- 
pliance with your Grace's defire, and with grcal 
acknowledgements fdr your paternal tenderneft to- 
wards us. having maturely confidered the faid brid 
by letters patent, compared the feveral parts of it 
with what is enjoined us by the rubric, (which is 
confirmed by a£l of parliament) and confulted per- 
fons {killed in the laws of the church ; do, in the 
names of ourfelves and of the reft of our brethrcDj 
the clergy of the diocefs of Dublin, moft humbly 
reprefent to your Grace : 

Firfii 
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Firfti That, by this brief, your Grace is required 
and commanded, to recommend and command all 
the parfons, vicars, &c. to advance fo great an a£t 
of charity.' 

VVc ihall not prefume to determine how far your 
Grace may be commanded by the faid brief; but 
we humbly conceive that liie clergy ot your dio- 
cefs cannot, by any law now in being, be com- 
manded by your Grace to advance the faid a(Sl of 
charity any other ways than by reading the faid 
brief in our feveral churches, as preicnb d by the 
rubric. 

Secondly, Whereas it is faid in the faid brief, that 
the parfon, vicars, &c. upon the lirft Lord's day, 
or opportunity after the receipt of the copy of the 
faid brief, fhall, deliberately and affedionately, 
publifh and declare the tenor thereof to his Majef- 
ty's fubjefts, and earneftly perfuade, exhort, and 
ftir them up to contribute freely and cheerfully to- 
wards the relief of the faid fufferer r 

We do not comprehend what is meant by the 
word opportunity. We never do preach upon any 
day except the Lord's day, or fome folemn days le- 
gafiy appointed j neither is it poffibk for the ftrong- 
eft conftitution among us to obey this command 
(which includes no lefs than a whole fermon) upon 
any other opportunity than when our people arc 
met together in the church ; and to perform this 
work in every houfe where the parifhes are very 
populous, confifting fomeiimes here in town of 
.900 or 1000 houfes, would take up the fpace of a 
year, although we fliould preach in two families 
every day ; and almoft as mijch time in the coun- 
try, where the parifhes are of large extent, the 
roads bad, and the people too poor to receive us, 
and give charity at oxice. 

But, if it be meant that thefc exhortations arc 
totnmanded to be made in the church, upon the 
lord's day, we arc humbly of opiniou, vVi2X\5da^\^ 



mcnaed may De 4 perion not aeiervmg tne 
intended by the brief; in which cafe" no n 
who knows the fufferer to be an undefervi 
fon, can, with a fafe conference, ddiberat 
affe£lionately publifh .he brief, much lefs e 
perfuade, exhort, and flir up the people tc 
bute freely and cheerfully towards ihc relief 
a fufferer *. 

Thirdly^ Whereas in the (aid brief the r 
and curates are required, on the week-d: 
after the Lord*s-day when the brief was 1 
go from houfc to houfc with their church v 
to afk and receive from all perfons the faid 
We cannot but obferve here, that the faid c 
are diredlly made colled^ors of the faid cha 
conjunction with the church wardens ; whi< 
ever, we prefumo, was not intended, as bemj 
all law and precedent: And therefore, we 
bend, there may be fome inconfiflency whic 
us at a lofs how to proceed. For, in the r 
ragraph, the minifters and curates are only 
cd^ where they conveniently can, to aco 
the church-wardens, or procure fome othci 
chief inhabitants, to do the fame. And, i 
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the faid chanty, and to pay the fame in ten days 
aRer, to the parfon, vicar, &c. 

In anfwer to this, we do reprefent to your Grace 
our humble opinion, that neither we nor our 
church-wardens can be legally commanded or re* 
quired to go from houfe to houfe to receive the 
faid charity ; becaufe your Grace hath informed us 
m your order, at your vifitatioa^ armo Dam, i']ii^ 
that neither we nor our church- wardens are bound 
to make any collections for the poor, fave in the 
church ; which alfo aj)pears plainly by the rubric, 
that appoints both time and place, as your Grace 
hath pbfcrved in your faid order. 

We do likewife aflure yourX^race, that it is not 
in our power to procure fome of the chief inha- 
bitants of our pariQies to accompany the church- 
wardens from houfe to houfe in thefc collec- 
tioDS : And we have reafon to believe, that fuch a 
propofal, made to our chief inhabitants (particu- 
larly in this ci^, where our c];iief inhabitants are 
often peers of the land) would be received in % 
manner very little to our own fatisfa£tion> or to the 
advantage of the faid colleAions* 

Fourfhfy^ The brief doth will, require, and com- 
ffiand the bifhops, and all other dignitaries of the 
church, that they make their contributions diftindt- 
ly, to be returned in the fcveral, provinces to the fe- 
voril archbifhops of the fame. 

Upon which we take leave to obferve, that the 
terms of expreffion here are of the ftrongeft kind, 
and in a point that may fubjedt the faid dignitaries 
(for we (hall fay nothing of the bi(hop$) to great 
iDconveniencies. 

The faid dignitaries are here willed^ required, 

and commanded, to make their contributions di- 

^inftly ; by which it.fliould feem that they are ab- 

foluitly commanded to make contributions, (for the 

. word diJiinSily is but a circumftancc), a«d may be 



.Moft dignities of this kingdom condft < 
parochial tyches, and the dignitaries are m 
of parifhcs. A doubt may therefore arife 
ther the faid dignitaries are willed, require 
commanded, to make their contributions i 
capacities, di{lin£lly as dignitaries, and joi 
parfons or vicars. 

Many dignities in this kingdom are the ] 
kind of benefices ; and it fhould feem hard 
poor dignitaries under the neceffity either oi 
ing greater contributions than they can 
or of expofing themfeives to the cenfure oi 
ing charity, by making their contribution; 
lie. 

Our Saviour commands us, in works of c 
to let not our left hand know what our righ 
doeth ; which cannot well confid with our 
willed, required, and commanded, by an i 
power, where no law is prefcibed, to publii 
charity to the world, if we have a mind t 
ceal it. 

Fifthly i Whereas it is faid in the faid brie 
the parfon, vicar, &c. of every parifli, fhall 
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pen to be frequent, would be enough Co undo ma- 
ny a poor clergyman in the kingdom. 

Sixthly^ We obferve in the faid brief, that the 
provoft and fellows of the univerfity, judges, offi- 
cers of the courts, and profciTors of laws common 
and civil, are neither willed, required, nor com- 
manded to make their contributions ; but that fo 
good a work is only recommended to them. 
Whereas we conceive, that all his Majefty's fubjefts 
are equally obliged, with or without his Majefty'iS 
commands, to promote works of charity according 
to their power ; and that the clergy, in their eccle- 
fiaftical capacity, are only liable to Aich commands 
as the rubric, or any other law (hall enjoin, being 
born to the ^me privileges of freedom with the reil: 
of his Majefty's fubje^s. 

We cannot but obferve to your Grace, that, in 
the Englifli aft of the fourth year of Queen Anne, 
for the better colkfting charity-money on briefs by 
letters-patent, ^c. the miniders are obliged only to 
read the briefs in their churches, without any par- 
ticular exhortations ; neither are they commanded 
to go from houfe to houfe with the church-war- 
dens, nor to fend the money collefted to their re- 
ipe&ive chancellors, but pay it to the undertaker 
or agent of the fufFerer. So that, we humbly 
hope, the clergy of this kingdom (hall not, with- 
out any law in being, be put to greater hardiliips 
in this cafe than their brethren in £ngland, where 
the legiflature, intending to pi*event the abufes 
in coUefting charity money on briefs, did not 
think fit to put the clergy under any of thofe dif- 
ficulties we now complain of in the prefent brief 
by letters- patent, for the relief of Charles M Car- 
thy a fore faid. 

The collections upon the Lord's day are the prin- 
cipal fupport of our own numerous poor in our Ic- 
veral pariflies; and therefore every fingle brief, 
»ith the benefit of a full colkftion over u\c miI\o\^ 

y^L. xii. s va^^- 
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tbingdom^ nmft deprive feveral thoufacids of poor 
their weekly maintenance, for the fake only of oj 
perfon, who often becomes a fufierer by his ox 
folly or negligence, and is fure to overvalue 1 
lofles double or ti^ble : So that, if this precede 
be followed, as it certainly will if the prefent br 
fhonld fucceed, we may probably have a new br 
every week ; and thus, for the advantage of fifi 
two perfons, whereof not one in ten is defervir 
and for the intereft of a dozen dextrous clerks ai 
fecretaries, the whole poor in the kingdom will 
likely to ftarve. 

Wc are credibly informed, that neither the oi 
cers of the Lord Primate, in preparing the repc 
of his Grace's opinion, nor thofe of the great fe. 
in pafling the patent for briefs, will remit any 
iheir fees, both which do amount to a confiderat 
jum : And thus the good intentions of well-difp( 
cd people arc in a great meafure difappointed, 
large part of thehr charity being anticipated, ai 
alienated by fees and gratuities. 

LajUy^ We cannot but rcprefcnt to your Gra 
our great concern and grief, to fee the pains ai 
labour of our church -wardens fo much increafe 
by the injundtions and commands put upon the 
in this brief, to the great di fad vantage of the dcr^ 
and the people, as well as to their own trouble, d 
tnage, and lofs of time, to which great additior 
have been already made, by laws appointing them t 
collcA the taxes for the watch and the poor houfc 
which they bear with great unwillingncfs ; and, i 
they fhall find themfelves further laden with fuel 
briefs as this of McCarthy, it will prove fo great 
difcouragement, that we (hall never be able to pro 
vide honcft and fufEcient perfons for that weight 
office of church- warden, fo neccfTary to the laity a 
well as the clergy, in all things that relate to th 
order and regulation of pariihes, 

■Upoi 
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Upon all thefe confiderations, we humbly hope 
that your Grace* of whole fatherly care, vigilance*, 
and lenderoeis, we have had fo many and great in- 
ftanc6s, will reprefent our. cafe to his Moft £xcel- 
leot Majefty, or to the Chief Governor in this 
kingdom* In fuch a manner, that we may be neither 
under die neceiBty of declining his Majefty's com^ 
mands in his letters patent* or of taking neiv and 
grievous burdens upon ouHelves and our church- 
wardens* to which neither the rubric nor any other 
lav in force oblige us to fubmit. 
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BICKERSTAF 



Some ReflefliODS upon Mr. Bickerftaff *s 
lions for the year M,DCC,VIII *. 

By a p£RsoN of Quality. 

T Have not obfcrved, for fomc years paft, 
*^ fignificant paper to have made more noil 
more greedily bought, than that of thefepre< 
They are the wonder of the common peopl 
mufement for the better fort, and a jefl onl 
wife; yet, among thcfe laft, I have hear 
Tery much in doubt, whether the author n 
deceive others^ or is deceived himfelf. "V 
he was, he feems to hdve with great art ; 
his paper both to pleafe the rabble, and to e 
pcrfons of condition.^ The writer is, witho 
tion, a gentleman of wit and learning, a 
the piece feems haftily written in a fuddcr 
with the fcornful tliought of the pleafurc 
have, in putting this great town into a ^ 
ment about nothing : Nor do I doubt but 
his friends in the fecret, kugh often and ph 

• Sec Tol. IV, p. 305, 
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h a comer, to refledl how many hundred thoi> 
(and fools they have already made. And he has 
them faft for fome lime : For fo they are like ta 
continue until his prophecies begin to fail in the e- 
. tents. Nay, it is a great queftion whether the niif- 
carriage of the two or three firfl will fo entirely 
tmdeceive people, as to hinder them from expelling 
the accompli&ing of the reft. I doubt not but 
ibme thoufands of thefe papers are carefully pre- 
fervcd by as many perfons, to confront with the e^ 
Tents, and try whether the aftrologer exa^ly keeps 
ihe day and the hour. And thefe I take to be Mr. 
Bickerftaff 's choiceft cullies, for whofe fake chief- 
ly he writ his amufement. Mean while he has fe- 
ten weeks good, during which time the world is to 
be kept in (ufpenfe ; for it is fo long before the aK 
manack-maker is to die, which is ihe flril predic-> 
lion : And, if that fellow happens to be a fplene* 
lie vifionary fop, (K has any faith in his own art^ 
the prophefy may punfhially come to pafs by very 
namral means. As a gentleman of my acquaint- 
ance, who was ill-uffed by a mercer in town, wric 
him a letter in an unknown hand, to give him no- 
tice that care had been taken to convey a fTow poi- 
fon into his drink, which would infallibly kill him 
in a month -^ after which the man began ia earncit! 
to languifh and decay, by the mere {kengtli of i- 
magioation, and would ccrcaily have died, if care 
had not been taken to undeceive him before the 
jcft went too far. The like f:^&. upon Partridge 
.would wonderfully raife Mr. Bickcrrtaff*s reputa^ 
lion for a fortnight longer, until we could hear 
from France whether the Cardinal de Noaillcs were 
dead or alive, upon the fourth of April, which ia 
the fecond of his predidtions. 

For a piece fo carclcfely written, the obfcrvaiions 

Tipon aftrology are reafonablc and pcriinent, the 

Kmarks juft ; and, as the paper is partly de/igiied, 

in my opinioui for a fatire tipon the credulity of 

S3 \i^^. 
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the Wgiav", and that icHe iich of peeking ihCb fvft 
rities, lb it is no more ihao what we all of ns d( 
fervcr And, iince we mud be teased with perpc 
tuat hawkers of fipange and wonderful things, 
am glad to fee a man of fenfe find leifure and hi 
mour to take up the trade for his own and our d 
verfion. To fpeak in the town phrafe, it it a hiU 
he has fttUy had his jeft, and maj be fatisfied. 

I very much approve the ferions air he givi 
himfelf in his introduflion and condufion; which h] 
gone far t6 give fome people of no mean rank a 
opinion that the author believes himfelf. *' He td 
** us he places the whole credit of his art on tl 
'' truth of thcfe predictions, and will be content t 
** be hot»ted by P'artridge and the reft for a cheat, 
^ he fails in any one particular ;" with (everal otlu 
ilrains of the faine kind, wherein I perfe£Uy Ix 
lieve him ; and that be is very indifierent whethc 
Kaac Bickerdaff be a mark of infamy or not. Bi 
it feems> although he has joined an odd (urname t 
»o very common Chriflian one, that in thb larj 
town there is a man found to own both the name 
although, I believe, not the paper. 

I believe it is no fmall mortification to this get 
fkman-aft^ologer, as well as his bookfeller, to fia 
their piece, which they fcnt out in a tolerable prii 
and paper, immediately feized on by three or fot 
interloping printers of Grubftrect, the title ftoffi 
with an ab(\raA of the whole matter, together wit 
the ftandard epithets of ftrange and worderful^ tl 
price brought down a full half, which was but 
penny in its prime, and bawled about by hawka 
of the inferior clafs, with the concluding cadeni 
of a halfpenny a^pieee. But fic cec'tdit Phaeton 
And, to comfort him a little, this produ£Uon ( 
mine will have the fame fate : To-morrow will m 
ears be grated by the little boys and wenches in /lra:u 
hats^ and I mud an hundred times undergo ti 
mortification to have my own work offered me t 

fai 
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iiA it an uoder-Ttloe. Then, which is a great 
deal wor(e» oiy acquaintance io the coffee-houfe 
vill aik me whether I have feen the. Anrwer to 
Squire Bickerftaff 's prediAions, and whether I 
know the puppy that wiit it : And how to keep a 
man*! countenance in fuch a jundhire, is no eafj 
point of conduA. When, in this cafe, you fee a 
man ihy either in praifing or condemning, ready to 
torn off the difcourfe to another fubjeA, (landing 
u little in the light as he can to hide his bluihing, 
pretending to fneeze or take fnuff, or go off, as if 
fbdden bufinefs called him ; then ply him clofe, 
obTerve his looks narrowly, fee whether his fpeech- 
be conftrained or affe£)cd, then charge him fud« 
deoly, or whxfper and fmiie, and you will ibon dif- 
cover whether he be guilty. Akhough this feem 
not to the purpofe I am difcour£ng on, yet I think 
it to be fo ; for I am much deceived if I do not 
know the true author of Bickcrflaff 's Prediftions, 
and did not meet with him iome days ago in a cof* 
fcehoufe at Coven t- Garden. 

As to the matter of the PrediAions themielves, I 

ihall not enter upon the examination of them ; but 

think it very incumbent upon the learned Mr. 

Partridge to take them into his coniideraiion, and 

lay as many errors in aftrology as poffile to Mr. 

Bickerftaff's account. He may juftly, I think, 

challenge the 'Squire to pubifh the calcuiiition^he 

has made of Partridge's nativity, by the credit of 

wluch he fo determinately pronounces the time and 

tlie manner of his death ; and Mr. Bickerftaff can 

4o no lefs, in honour, than give Mr. Partridge the 

fiuae advantage of calculating hb, by fending him 

tn account of the time and place of his birth, with 

other particulars neceffary for fuch a work. By 

^hich, no doubt, the learned world will be engaged 

mthe difpute, and take part on each fide according 

«t they are inclined. 

! 



an An ANSWER 

I ihould likewife advife advife Mr. Partridge i 
inquire, why Mr. Bickerftaff does not fo much a 
offer at one prediAion to be fulfilled undl tw 
months after the time of publifhing his paper 
This looks a little fufpicious, as if he were defiror 
to keep the world in play as long as he decent] 
could, elfe it were hard he could not afibrd us od 
predidion between this and the 29th of March 
which is not fo fair dealing as we have-, even froo 
Mr. Partridge and his brethren, who gave us thci 
prediAioDs (fuch as they are indeed) for ever 
month in the year. 

There b one pafifage in Mr. BickerftaflF's papei 
that feems to be as high a ftrain of aflurance as 1 
have any where met with. It is that prediiElion fbc 
the month of June which relates to the French 
prophets here in town ; where he tells us, ^* They 
^* will utterly difperfe, by feeing the time come» 
*^ wherein tlieir prophecies (hould be fulfiUed, aod 
** then finding themfelvcs deceived by contrary c* 
<* vents " Upon which he adds, with great reafoo» 
*< his wonder how any deceiver can be fo weak, to 
** foretel things near at hand, when a very few 
** months mu(l. discover the impofture to all the 
** world." This is fpoken with a great deal of af- 
fedted unconccrnednefs, as if he would have us 
think himfelf to be not under the leaA apprehefl' 
fion, that the &me in two months will be his owH 
cafe. With refpeft to the gentleman, I do^not r^ 
member to have heard of Xo refined and pleaiant a 
piece of impudence, which, I hope, the author will 
not refent as an uncivil word^ becaufe. I am fure I 
enter into his tafic, and take it as he meant it. 
However, he half deferves a reprimand for writing 
with fo much fcorn and contempt for the undef* 
landings of the majority. 

For the month of July, he tells us of " a gene- 
** ral, who by a glorious aftion,. will recover thjc 
y reputation he loft by former misfortunes." This 

15 
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is commonly underftood to be Lord Galloway ; 
who, if he b^ already dead, as fome news- papers 
have it, Mn Bickerftaff has made a trip'. But this 
1 do not much infifl on ; for it is hard if another 
general cannot be found under the fame circum* 
ftanceSj to whom this predidion may be as welt 
applied. 

The French King's death is very punAually re- 
lated ; but it was unfortunate to make him die at 
Marli, where he never goes at that feafon of the 
year, as I obfcrved myfelf during three years I paf- 
fed in that kingdom : And, difcourfing fome 
months ago with Monficur Tallard, about the 
French court, I find that King never goes to Marli 
for any time, but about the feafon of hunting there, 
which is not till Auguft. So that here was an un« 
■Incky flip of Mr. Bickerftaff> for want of foreign 
education. 

He concludes with refuming his promife,. of 
publifhing entire predi^ions for the next year } of 
which the other aQroIogers need not be in very 
much pain. I fuppofe we fhall have them much 
about the fame time with The General Hi/lory of 
Ears, I believe we have done with him forever in 
'this kind ; and, though I am no aflrologer, may 
veture to prophefy. that Ifaac BickerftafF, £fq; is 
iBow dead, and died juft at the time his Predi^ions 
were ready for the prefs : That he drbpt out of 
the clouds about nine days ago, and, in about four 
hours after, mounted up thither again like a va- 
pour ; and willy one day or other, perhaps defcend 
afecondtime, when he has fome new, agreeable, 
or amufing whimfy to pafs upon the town ; where- 
in, it is very propablc, he will fucceed as often as 
he is difpofed to try the experiment, that is, as 
long as he can preferve a thorough contempt for 
his own time and other peoples ynderflandings, and 
is refolved not to laugh cheaper than at the expence 
of a million of people. 
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jP* GOD MaoDers is the art of making eve 
^^ ibnabVe perfon in Ac company cafy, 
be eafy oorfelves. 

What pafleth for good-manners in the 
generally produceth quite contrary effefts. 

Many perfoRs of both fexes, whom I have ^ 
and who pa^M for well- bred m their own, 
world's opinion, arc the moft troublefomc i 
pany to others and themfelves*. 

Nothing is (6 great an inftance of ill man 
flattery. If you flatter all the company, yoi 
none ; If you flatter only one or two, you 
the reft. 

Flattery is the worft and falfeft way of i 
our efteem. 

Where company meets, I am confident i 
reafonable perfons are every minute tern] 
curfe the man or woman among them, v 
deavours to be moft^ diftinguiihed for the 
manners. 

A man of fcnfe would rather faft till nigt 
<line at fome tables, where the lady of the 1 
|>oflrefled with ^ood^manaers ; uneafinefs^ | 
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to eat, teaming whh civiRtjr i lefs praAifed in Eog« 
knd than here. 

Courts are the worft of all fchools to teach 
good-manners. 

A courtly bow, or gait, or drefs, are no part of 
good-manners. And therefore, erery man of good 
underftandmg is capaUe of being well-bred upon 
any occafion. 

To (peak in fnch a manner as may poffiUy of- 
fend any reafcnable perfon in company, is the 
%heft inftance of ill-manners. 

Good-manners chiefly coniift in action, not in 
words. Modefty and hnmility the chief ingredi* 
cms. 

I have known the court of England under four 
rdgQs, the two laft but for a fliort time; and, 
whatever good-manners or politencls I obfervcd in 
cither of them, was not of the court-growth, but 
imported. For a courtier by trade, as gentlemea- 

{lihers, bedchamber- women, maids of honour, 

♦ 4ft • * * * • 

Of good-manners as to converfation. 

Men of wit and good underftanding, as Veil as 
breeding, -are fometimes deceived, and give offence 
by conceiving a better opinion of thofe with whom 
they convcrfe than they ought to do. Thus I have 
often known the mo(l innocent raillery, and even 
of that kind which was meant for praife, to be 
miftaken for abufe and reflection. 

Of gibing, and how gibers ought to fuflFer. 

"Of arguers, perpetual contradictors, long talkers, 
who are abfent in company, interrupters^ not lift- 
Bcrs, loud'laughers. 

Of thofe men and won^en, whofe face is ever in 
a imile, talk ever with a fmile, condole with a 
fiaiic, 6fc. 

Argument, as ufually managed, is the worft fort 
of converfation; as it is generally in books ttka 
worft fort of reading* 
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. Good conwrfation is not to be cxpefted in mu< 
company, becaufe few liften, and there is contind 
interruption. But good or ill manners are difc 
vered, let the company be ever fo large. 

Perpetual aiming at wit, a very bad part of co 
verfation. It is done to fupport a character ; 
generally fails : It is a fort ot infult on the comp 
ny, and a conftraint upon the fpeaker. 

For a man to talk in his own trade or bui 
nefs, or faculty, is a great breach of good-manner 
Divines, phyficians, lawyers, foldiers, particular] 
poets, are frequently guilty of this weaknefs. J 
poet conceives that the whole kingdom * * * 
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[ tt^ ] 
RESOLUTIONS 

WHEN I COME TO BE OLD. 

Written in the Year M,DC,XCIX. 

TOT to marry a ycmng woman. 
^ Not to keep young company, unlefs they rcal- 
' defire it. 

Not to be peevifii, or morofe, or fufpicious. 
Not to fcorn prefcnt ways^ or wiis, or fafliions, 
rmen, or war, (sfr. 
Not to be fond of children. 
Not to tell the fame (lory over and over to the 
ime people. 
Not to be covetous. 

Not to negleft decency, or cleanlinefi, for fear 
F falling into naftinefs. 

Not to be over feverc with young people, but 
ve allowance for their youthful follies and weak- 
:fles. 

Not to be influenced by, or give ear to knavifh 
tiling fervants, or others. 
Not to be too free of advice, nor trouble any but 
lofe who defire it. 

To defire fome good friends to inform me which 
r thefe refolutions I break m* negle^, and where* 
. ; and reform accordingly. 
Not to talk much, nor of myfcjf. 
Not to boaft of my former beauty, or ftrcngth, 
r favour with ladies, ifc* 

Not to hearken to flatteries, nor cbnceive I can 
I believed by a young woman ; €t eos qui her edit a* . 
98 captantj odijfs ac vitare. 
Not to be pofitive or oplnionative. 
Not to fet up for obfejving all thefc tulc^^ &^ 
ar I {hould obfcnc none. 
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December 7th, M,DCC,XXXIII. 

TF either of the two men-fcryants be druift:, he 
•*• fliall pay aa Englifh crown out of his wages iFor 
the faid offence, by grving the Dean a receipt for 
fo ijiuch wages received. 

When the Dean^ is at home, no fervant Khali 
prefume to be abfent, witho^it giving notice to the 
Dean, and afking leave, upon the forfeiture of 
Sixpence for every half hour that he is abient, to 
be ftopt out of his or her board-wages. 

When the Dean is abroad, no fervant, except 
the woman, fhall prefume to leave the houfe for 
above one half -hour ; after which, for every lialf- 
hour*s abfence he &all forfeit fixpence : And, if 
the other fervant goes out before the firft returns, 
he fhall paj five ihillings put of his wages, as a- 
bove. 

Whatever fervant fiiallbe taken in a manifeft lie, 
fhall forfeit one fhilling out of bis or her board- 
Mv^es. 

When the Deau goes about the houfe, or out- 

houfes, or garden, or to Naboth's vineyard, wfaat- 

itar cbf ngs he finds o^i of otder, by uegleft of anv 

|t binder whoCc ^wc Vc ^^^> 'ft^^^^ fc^«^.t^x ftall 
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forfeit fixpenc€, and (ee to get it mended as foon as 
poffible, or fuffer more forfeitures at the Dcan*» 
difcretion. 

If two fervants be abroad together when the 
Dean is from home^ an^ the fa£t be concealed 
from the Dean, the concealer fhall forfeit twa 
crowns out of his or her wages, as above* 

If, in waiting at table* the two fervants be out 
of Uk room together, without orders, the lad who 
went out fhall forfeit threepence out of his board* 
wages. 

The woirtan may go out when the Dean is abroad 
for one hour, but no longer, under the fame pe- 
nalty with the men : But provided the two men* 
fervants keep the houfe until fhe returns j other- 
wife, either of the fervants, who goes out before 
her return, (ball forfeit a crown out of his wages, 
as above. 

^ha^ever otb^r ^wb the Dean ihall think fit to 
make, at any time to come, for the government of 
Ik fervants, and forfeitures for negleA or difobe- 
dience, all the fervants fl^all be bound to fubmit 
to. 

Whatever other fi^rvap^> exicept the woman, 
fliall prefume to be drunk, the other two fervan^ 
i^O infbrm the Dean thereof, under pain of fo|- 
K&ing two crowns opt of his or her wages, befides 
tbefo;>feiture of a crown from the faid xervant who 
VMdruok* 



Ta 



[ t20 1 

«><B«><&«X&^XB-^-«><M><&^ 

Q^ U A K E 

LETTER from PHILADELP] 

T- Or 

JONATHAN SWIFT ik DI 

Chilad^ March 21 

Friedd' Jonathan Swift, 

TTAying been often agreeabl; amufet 
^^ tale, 6r, 'ifc, and being now loadin; 
ihlp for Dublin, I have fent thee a gamr 
prodiiff of the wilds of America; which 
may not be unacceptable at thy table, fince 
ly defigncd to let thee know that thy 
parts are in edeem^ at this diilance f 
place of ihy rcfidcnce. Thee need alk no • 
who this comes from; fince Lam a perfe^ 
to thee. 
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Mrs. H. * * * * D;- 

Writteain the Year M,£bcc^xx7Jiv, 

■ ■ I " 
1* Shall* fay nothing of her wit- or 'beauty, which-. 
are allowed by all perfbns who can jj^dg^. of ^i* 
AcTi when they hear or fee her. :£ej|^esy.b^utf 
kiog tranfient, and a trifle, canpot - ji^^ly make 
part of a charafter. And I . leave others* to cele- 
brate her wit, becaufe it will be ofi ao ti^ in'^bat 
part of her character which I intend tq draw« 
Neither (hall I relate any part of her hiftory, .fur- 
ther than, that (he went, in the prime af her 
youth* to tbeCourt of Hanover with her h^i&and, . 
and became of the bed-chamber to the pireicnc 
Brinceis of Wales, living in expedition of the 
Qpeen's * death ; Upon which event ihe cam^ 
over with her Miftrefs, and hath ever fince contv- 
imed in her fervice; where, from the attendance 
daily paid her thy the minifters, and all expeftant», 
fhe 18 reckoned much the greateft favourite of the 
Court at Leicefter-houfe : A fituation which fhe 
iKith long aficAed tadeiire that it might notbe.b&- 
licyed. 

* Qgecn Aos(« 
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There is no politician who more carcfaHjr 
watches the motions and difpoiitions of things and 
perfons at bt. James's, nor can form his language 
with a more imperceptible dexterity to the prefent 
pofture of a court, or more early forefee what 
fiyle may be proper upon any approaching juncture 
of affairs, whereof flie can gather early intelli- 

?;ence without aiking it, and often when even thofc 
irom whom fhe hath it arc not feniible that they 
are giving it to her, but equally with others admire 
her fagacity. Sir Robert Walpole and fhe both 
think they underftand each other, and are both 
equally miftaken. 

With perfons where fhe is to manage, fhe is ve- 
ry dextrbuis in that point of fkill which the French 
call titer h pave ; with others fhe is a great vindi- 
cator of all prefent proceedings, but in fuch a 
manner,' as i^ fhe were under no concern furtheir 
thad h^-6wri conviAion, and wondering how any 
bod^ i:aa think otherwife. And the danger is, 
that i lie flaay come in time to believe herielf ; which, 
tindicr^diange of princes and a great addition of 
credit might have bad confequences. She Is a moft 
vnconfcionable dealer; for, in a return of a few 
good words, which fhe gives to her lords and gen- 
tlemen daily waiters before their faces, fhe gets ten 
thoufand from them behind her back, which are of 
real fervice to her charaAer. The credit fhe hath 
is managed with the utmoft thrift ; and whenever 
flie employs it, which is very rarely, it is only upon 
fuch occafions, where fhe is fure to get much more 
than fhe fpends. For inflance, fhe would readily prefi 
Sir Robert Walpole to do fbme favour for Ck)lonel 
Churchill, or Doddington ; the Prince, for a mark 
ot grace to Mr. Schutz ; and the Princefs to be kind 
to Mrs Clayton. She fomc times fialls into the general 
midake of all courtiers,' which is that of not fuit« 
ing her talents to the abiUtks of otherS| but tbink- 
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iDg thofe {fae deals with to have lefs art than thejr 
really pofiefs ; fo that (he may poflibly be deceived 
when fhe thinks (he deceiveth. 

In all offices of life» except thofe of a courtier, 
Ihe afts with juftice, generoiityy and truth , She 
is ready to do good as a private perfon^ and 1 would 
almoft think in charity diat he will not do harm as 
a courtier, unlefs to pleafe thofe in chief power. 

In religion fhe is at leaft a Latitudinarian, being 
not an enemy to books written by the Free-thinkers ; 
and herein me is the more blameable, becaufe fhe 
hath too much morality to ftand in need of them, 
requiring only a due degree of faith for putting 
her in the road to falvation. I fpeak this of her 
as a private Lady, not as a Court-favourice ; for, 
]Q the latter capacity, fhe can ihew neither faith 
nor works. 

If fhe had never fcen a court» it is not impoiUble 
that fhe might have been a friend. 

She abounds in good words and ezpreffions of 
good wifhes, and will concert a hundred fchemes 
for the fervice of thofe whom ihe would be thought 
to favour : Schemes that fometimes arife from 
them, and fometimes from herfelf ; although at 
the fiime time, fhe veiy well knows them to be 
without the leafl probability of fucceeding. But, to 
do her juflice, fhe never feeds or deceives any per- 
fon with promifes, where fhe doth not at the fame 
time intend a degree of fincerity. 

She is, upon the whole, an excellent companion 
for men ox the hcA accomplifhments, who have 
nothing to defire or expert. 

What part fhe may a6t hereafter in a larger 
Inhere, as Lady of the bed-chamber to a great 
Q3— n, (upon fuppofing the drath of his prefent 
Majefly *» and the Earl of Suffolk, to whofe title 
)icr httfband fuccceds) and in high cflecm with a 

I! George the Fkftf 
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K«— <»*g» neither fhe nor I can forcteU 
opinion is natural and obvious, that her t; 
a courtier will fpread, enlarge, and mu 
fuch a- degree, that her private virtues, for 
room and time to operate, will be laid up^cl( 
clothes in a cheft) to be ufed and put on, w 
foiety, or fome reverfe of fortune, or in< 
ill health, (to which laft ihc is fubjea) fhal 
her to retire. In the mean time, it will 
wifdom to take care that they may not be t: 
or moth-eaten, for want of airing and tu. 
Icafi once a year*. 
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BOCTOR SHERIDAIsr. 

Wriiicn in the Year m.dcc xxxviii 



r\R.. Thomas Sheridan died at Rathfernaiib 
"-^ the tenth of Oftobcr 1738^ at three of the 
lock in the afternooQ-: His difeafesr were a dropfy 
id adhma. He was dotibtlefs the beft infiruAor 
Fyouth in thefc kingdoms, or perhaps inEurope;. 
id as great a mader of the Greek and Romao- 
Qguages.. He had a very fruitful invention^ ancL 
talent for poetry.. His Englifh verfes were full^ 
wit and humour, but neither his profe nor verfi^ 
£ciently corrcft : However^ he would readily 
l>mit to any friend who- had a trufi tajfte in profe 
verfe. He hath left behind him a veryg^reat 
Ueflion, in feveral volumes of (Tories, humorous,. 
tty, wife, or fome way ufeful,. gathered from sl 
ft number of Greek,. Roman, Italian, Spanifli», 
ench, and Englifh^ writers. I believe I may have 
:n about thirty large enough to make as many* 
xlerate books inoftavo. But, among thofe extracts,, 
ere were maiiy not worth regard ; for &vc in fix,, 
leafi, were of little ufe or entertainment. He 
IS (as it is fr^quenvly the cafe in. men of wit and 
irning) what the French call 2l Dupc^ aodina 
ty highdegree. The. grcateft Dunce of a tradef- 
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man could impofe upon him, for he was altogether 
ignorant of worldly management. His chief ihln^ 
ing quality was that of a fchoolmafter; here he 
{hone in his proper element. He had fo much (kill 
and practice in the phyfiognomy of boys, that he 
rarely miftook at the firft view. His fcholars loved 
and feared him. He often rather chofe to (hame 
the ftupid, but punifhed the idle, and expofed them 
to all the lads, which was more fevere than lafh- 
ing. Among the gentlemen in this kingdom who 
have any fhare of education, the fcholars of Dr. 
Sheridan infinitely excel, in number and know- 
ledge, all their brethren fent from other fchools. 

To look on the Doftor in fome other lights, he 
was in many things very indifcrect, to fay no worfc. 
He afted like too many clergymen, who are in 
hafte to be married wixen very young ; and frpo 
hence proceeded all the miferies of his life. The 
portion he got proved to be juft the reverie of 
500 1. for he was poorer by a thoufand : So many 
incumbrances of a mother in-law, and poor rda* 
tions, whom he was forced to fupport fpr many 

J' ears. Inftead of breeding up his daughters to 
oufewifery and plain doadis, he got them, at a 
great ezpence, to be clad like ladies who had 
plentiful fortunes ; made them only learo to fing 
and dance, to draw and deiign, to give them 
rich illks, and other fopperies ; and bis two 
ddeft were married without his confent, to 

Joung lads who lud nothing to fettle on them. 
Idwever, he had a fon, whom the Doftor fent to 
Weftrainfter fchool, although he could ill afibrd it. 
The boy was there immediately taken notice of, upon 
examination; although a mere ftranger, he was 
by pure merit elefted a King's icbolar. It is true 
their maintenance falls fomething fhort : The 
Doftor was then lb poor, that he could not add 
fourteen pounds to enable the boy to finifh the 
year* which, if he had done, he would have been 

removed 
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removed to a higher clafs, and> in another jear^ 
would have been fped off (that is the phrafe) to a 
fellowfliip in Oxford or Cambridge : But the Doc- 
tor was forced to recal hitn to Dublin, and had 
friends in our univerfity to fend him there, where 
he hath been chofen of the foundation ; and, I 
think, hath gotten an exhibition, and defigns to 
ftaad for a fellowfliip. 

The Doftor had a good church -living, in the 
fouth parts of Ireland, given him by Lord Carte- 
ret ; who, being very learned himfelf, encourageth 
it in others, A friend of the Doftor's prevailed on 
His Excellency to grant it. The living was well 
worth 130 /. fer annum. He changed it very foon 
For that of Dunboyn ; which, by the knavery of 
the farmers jmd power of the gentlemen, fell fo 
very low, th^t he could never get 80 L He then 
changed that living for the free-fchool of Cavan, 
where he might have lived well, in fo cheap a 
country, on 86 1. falary per annum^ befides his 
ichdbirs : But the air, he faid, was too moift and 
imwkblcfome, and lie co'uld not bear the company 
of ibme perfons in that neighbourhood. Upon 
this he fold the fchool for about 400 1. fpent the 
money, grew into difeafes, and died. 

It would be very honourable, as well as juft, in 
thofe many perfbns of quality and fortune, who 
had the advantage of being educated under DoAor 
Sheridan, if they would pleafe to ercAfome decent 
montiment over hb body, in the church where it 
adepofiied. 
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O F T H E 

SECOND SOLO MO 

Written in the Year M,DCC,Xxia 

TTE became acquainted with a perfon di( 
^-*- cd for poetical and other writings, a 
eminent flation, who treated him with gri 
nefs on all occadons^ and he became famili; 
perfon 's houfe f. In three months time, S 
without the lead provocation, writ a Ion 
defcriblng that perfon 's mufe to be dead, a 
ing a funeral folemnity with afles, owls, 
gave the copy among all his acquaintance. 
' Solomon became acquainted with a mo( 
ing lady, an intimate friend of the above ] 
who entertained him alfo as fhe would a 1 
and, upon giving him a little good advjc 
moft decent manner, with relation to his 
told her, She was like other women, a 
fhe was, and that ibey were all alike : A 
his wife be, in every regard except gallantry 
no creature would attempt) the moft difa 
beaft in Europe. 

• Dr. Sheridan. -^ DtaL!\ ^vsv^t^ \Sx 
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He lets his v^ife (whom he pretends to hate a^ 
icdeferves) govern, infult, and ruin him, as fhe 
leafes. Her character is this : Her perfon is de* 
^bly difagreeable ; a moft filthy Hut ; lazy, and 
othful, And luxurious, ill-natured, envious, fuf« 
icioos ; a fcold, expenfivd on herfelf, covetous to 
thers : She takes thieves and whores, for cheap- 
efs, to be her fervants, and turns them off every 
cck : Pofitive, infolent ; an ignorant, prating, 
rerweening fool , a lover of the dirtieft, meaneft 
>inpany : An abominable tatler, affe^ing to be 
alous of her hufband whh ladies of the bell: rank 
ad merit, and merely out of affeftation for perfeft 
anity. 

Solomon has no ill defign upon any body but 
imfclf, and he is the greateft deceiver of himfclf 
Hill occalions. 

His thoughts are fuddcn, and the moft unreafon- 
ble always comes uppermoft ; and he conftantly 
efolves and ads upon hisfirft thoughts, and then 
Iks advice, but never once before. 

The perfon above-mentioned, whom he lam* 
ooned in three months after their acquaintance, 
rocured hiai a good preferment from the Lord 
lieutenant. Upon going down to take pofleflion, 
olomon preached, at Cork, a iermon on King 
Jcorgc's birth-day, on this text, Sufficient to the day 
• tbi evil thereof. Solomon having been famous for 
hkh Tory, and fufpefted as a Jacobite, it was a 
lOK difficult thing to get any thing for him : But 
at perfon, being an old friend of Lord Carteret, 
revailed againft all Solomon's enemies, and goc 
im made likewife one of his Excellency's chap- 
lins. ' But, upon this fermon, he was ftruck out 
f the lift, and forbid the caftle, until that fakne 
erfon brought him again to the Lieutenant, and 
lade them friends. 

A fancy fprung in Solomon's head, that a houfe 
*ar Dublin would be commodious {or \i\rcv ^tA 

Vat. XII. U Vv^ 
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his boarders, to lodge in on Sitard^ys and Sun« 
days : Iminediately» without consulting any crea- 
ture, he takes a leafe of a rotten houfc at RachFar- 
nam, the word air in Ircl;tod, for 999 years, at 
cwdve pounds ayear; the land, which wasonlya 
ilrip of ground, not being worth -twenty (hillings 
a-year. When the fame perfon whom he lam- 
pooned heard the thing, he begged Solomon to 
get a claufe of furrender, and at laft prevailed (0 
have it done after twenty-one years; becaufe it was 
a madnefs to pay eleven pounds a-ycar, for-^ thou- 
fand years, for a houie that could not lad twenty. 
But Solomon made an agreement with his land- 
lady, that he fhould be at liberty to furrender his 
kafe in feven years ; and, if he did not do it at 
fhat time, fhould be obliged to keep it for 999 
years. In the mean time, he c^cpends about one 
hundred pounds on the houfe and garden- wall; 
and, in lefs than three years, contr.^As fuch a hat- 
red to the houfe, that he lets it run to ruin : So 
that, when the feven years are expired, he muft 
either take it for the' remainder of the 999 years, 
oc be fued for wafte, and lofe all the money he laid 
out: And now he pays twelve pounds a year for-a 
place he never fees. 

Solomon has an edateof about thirty-five pounds 
per anntim, in the county of Civan ; upon which, 
indead of ever receiving one peany rent, he bath 
expended above thirty pounds per annunty in build- 
ings and plantations, which arc all gone to ruin. 

Solomon is under- tenant to a Bi(hop*s leafe : He 
is bound by articles to his Lordfliip to renew and 
pay a fine, whenever the Bifhop renews v/bb his 
landlord, and to raife hb rent as the landlord fhall 
raife it to the Bifhop. Seven years expire : Solo- 
mon's landlord demands a fine, which ho readily 
pays ; then afks for a leafe : The landlord fays, he 
may have it at any lime. He never gets it. An- 
other fcvcn ycar^ iVa^fcx S^lgtaaou's landlord de- 
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ffiands aBGther fine, aod an additional rent : Solo- 
mon pays botli; aiks to have his leafe renewed : 
The fteward anfvrers, he will fpeak to his maftcr* 
Seventeen years-aje elapfcd : The landlord fendg 
Solomon word that his leafe is forfeited, becaufe 
iie hath not renewed and paid his fines according 
to articles'; and now they are at law upon this ad^* 
mirable cafe^ 

It is Solomon's great happincfs, that, when he 
afts in the common concerns of life, againft com- 
ttkon fcnfe and reafon^ he values himfeli: thereup- 
on, as if it were the mark of a great genius, above 
little regards or arts, and that his thoughts are toe 
csalted to defcend into the knowledge of vulgar 
management ; and you cannot make him a greater 
compliment, than by telling inl^ances to the com*- 
pany, before his face, how carekfs' he was in any 
if air that related to his intereft and fortune. 

He is. extremely proud and captiou9> apt to reient 
as an affront an4 indigpicy, whac was never intend^ 
cd for either. 

He is allured as eafily by every new^ acquaint* 
ance, efpecially among women, as a child is by a 
new play-thing, and is led at will by them to fuiped 
and quarrel with his befl friends, of whom he hath 
loft the greateft pan, forwant of that indulgency 
which they ought to allow for his failings. 

He is a generous, honeft> good-natured man ; 
tiot his perpetual want of judgement and difcrcr 
tion, makes him. a^tas if he were, neither generous, 
honeft, nor good natured. 

The perfon above mentioned, whom he lam^* 
poooedy and to whom he owes his. preferment, be** 
ing in the country^and out of order ; Solomon had 
appointed to come for him with a chaife, and bring 
bim to town. Solomon fent him word that he was 
to fct out on Monday, and did accordingly, but t9 
another part of the kingdom, thirty miles wide of 
the place appointed^ in compliment to a lady who 
U 2 ^"i.^ 
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was going that way ; there ftaid» with her and her 
family, a month, then fent the chaife, in the midft 
of winter, to bring the faid perfon, where Solo- 
mon would meet him, declaring he could not ven- 
ture himfelf for fear of the froft : And npon the 
faid perfon^s refiiiing to go in the chaife alone, or 
to truft to Solomon's appointmeat, and being in ill 
health ; Solomon fell into a formal quarrel with 
ihat perfon, and foully mifreprefented the whole 
affair to juftify himfelf. 

Solomon had publifhed a humorous baUad, cal« 
led BalyfpclKn *y whither he had gone to drink the 
waters, with a new favourite lady. The ballad wa» 
in the manner of Mr. Gay's on Molly Mogg, pre- 
tending to contain all the rhymes of BaTyfjpelliD.. 
His friend, the perfou fo often mentioned, being 
at a gentleman's honfe in the neighbourhood, and 
merry over Solomon's barllad, they agreed to make 
another, in difpraife of Balyfpelliii- wells, which 
Solomon had celebrated, and with all new rEymes 
iiot made ufe of in Solomon's f. The thing was 
done, and all in a mere jeft and innocent merri- 
ment.. Tet Solomon was prevailed upon, by the 
lady he went wkh, to refent this as an affiront oa 
her and himfelf; which he did accordingly, againft 
all the rules of reafon, tade, good-nature, judge- 
ment, gratitude, or common manners. 

He will invite fix or more people of condition to 
dine with him on a certain day, fome of them liv- 
ing five or (ix miles from town. On the day ap- 
pointed he will be abfent, and know nothing of the 
matter, and they all go back difappointed : When 
he is told of this, he is pleafed, becaufe it fliews 
him to be a genius and a man of learning. 

Having lain many years under the obloquy of a 
high Tory and Jacobite, upon the prcfent Cjfueen's 
birth-day he write a fong> to be performed before 

• Sec VoU X. t Ii>id. 

the 
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rfie government and thofc who attended them, in 
praile of the Queen and the King, on the commoa 
topics of her beauty, wit, family, love of England, 
and all other virtues, wherein the King and the 
Royal Children were fharers. It was very hard to 
avoid the common topics, which were mentioned ia 
abundance. A young collegian, who had done the. 
fame job the year before, got Ibme reputation on the 
account of his wit : Solomon would needs vie with 
bim, by which he loft all the efteem of his old friends 
the Tories, and got not the leaft interefl with the 
Whigs ; for they are now too ftrong to want advo- 
cates of that kind : And therefore one of the Lords 
Juftices, reading the verfes in fome company, faid, 
•* Ah, Doftor, ihis'ihall not do." His name was 
at length in the title- page \ and he did this without 
the knowledge or advice of one living foul, as he 
himfelf conrefleth. 

His full convl£lion of having a£led wrong, in 2« 
hundred inftances, leaves him as pofitive in the* 
next inftadce as if he had never been miftaken in 
his life : And if you go to him the next day, and 
find him convinced in the lafl, he hath another in- 
ftance ready, wherein he is as podtive as he was 
ihe da; before. 
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THE DEATH OF 

Mrs. JOHNSON, [STEL.LA.J 



nPHISday, being Sunday, January aUth, 1727-8; 
•*• about eight o'clock at night, a fervant brought 
tne a note, with an accou^it of the death of iho 
trueft, moft virtuous, and valuable friend, that I, 
or perhap»any other perfon ever was bleiTed witht 
She expired about fix in th6 evening of this day f 
and, as foon as I am left alone, which is about e- 
levcn at night, Irefolve, for my own fatisfa£tioD> 
to fay ibmcthing of her life and character. 

She was born at Richmond in Surrey, on the 
fhlrtccnth day of March, in the year 1681. Her 
father was a younger brother of a good family in 
NottinghamQiire, her mother of a lower degree ; 
and indeed fhe had little to boa<l of her birth. I 
knew her from fix years old, and had fome (hare in 
her education, by directing what books fhe (hould 
read, and perpetually inftrudting her in the principles 
of honour and virtue ; from which fhe never fwcrv- 
cd in any one aftion or moment of her life. She 
was fickly from her childhood until about the age 
of fifteen : But then grew into perfedl health, and 
was looked upon as one of the moil beautiful, 
graceful, and agreeable young women in London, 
only a little too fat. Her hair was blacker than a 
raven, and every feature of her face in perfection. 
She lived generally in the country, with a family, 
where ihe concra^cd oo intimate friendihip with 

another 
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mother lady * of more advanced years, I was 
(hen (to my mortification) fettled in Ireland ; and, 
about a year after, going to vifit my friends in 
England, I found fhe was a little uneafy upon the 
death of a perfon on whom fhe had fome depen- 
dence. Her fortune, at that time, was in all not 
above fifteen hundred pounds, the intereft of 
which was but a (canty maintenance, in fo dear a 
country, for one of her fjpirit. Upon this confider- 
ation, and indeed very much for my own fatisfac- 
tion, who had few friends or acquaintance in Ire* 
land, I prevailed with her and her dear friend and 
companion,- the other lady, to draw what money 
they had into Ireland, a great part of their fortune 
being in annuities upon funds. Money was then at 
tea per cent, in Ireland, bcfides the advantage of 
returning it, and all necefiaries of life at half the 
price. They complied with my advice, and foon 
after came over; but, I happening to continue 
fome time longer in England, they were much dlf* 
couraged 10 live in Dublin, where they were whole- 
ly Grangers. She was at that time about nineteen 
years old, and her perfon was foon diftinguifhed. 
feut the adventure looked fo like a frolic, the cen- 
fure held, for fome time, as if there were a fecret 
hiftory in fuch a removal ; which, however, fooa 
blew ofiF by her excellent conduft. She came over 
with her friend on the in the year 170— ; 

and they both lived together until this day, when 
death removed her from us. For fome years pa ft, 
fhe had been viiited with continual ill*health; and 
feveral times, within thefe lafl two years, her life 
was defpaired of. But, for • this twelve-months 

£ft, fhe never had a day's health ; and, properly 
^ :aking, fhe hath been dying fix months, but kept 
sdive, almoft againfl nature, by the generous kind- 
ncis of two pbyficians, and the care of her friends, 

• Mrs, Dinglcy, 

Thus 
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Thus far I writ the fame night between eleven and 
twelve. 

Never was any of her fex born with better gifts 
of the mind, or more improved them by reading 
and converfation. Yet her memory was not of the 
befty and was impaired hi the latter years of her 
life. But I cannot call to mind that I ever once 
heard her make a wrong judgement of perfons, 
books, or affairs. Her advice was always the beft, . 
and with the greateft freedom, mixt with the great- 
eft decency. She had a gracerulnefs fomewhat 
more than human in every motion , word^ and 
adion. Never was fo happy a conjun£Kon of civi- 
lity, freedom, ea/inefs,. and fincerity. There Teemed 
to be a combination among all that knew her, to 
treat her with a dignity much i>eyoad her rank : 
Yet people of all fcMts were never more eafy than 
in her company. Mr. Addifon, when he was in 
Ireland, being introduced to her, immediatelj - 
found her out ; and, if he had not loon after left 
the kingdom, afTured me he would have ufed s^ 
endeavours to cultivate her friendfhip. A rude or 
conceited coxcomb paffcd his time very ill, upon 
the leaft breach of refpeft ; for, in fuch a cafe, 
flie had no mercy, but was fure to expofe him to 
the contempt of the ftanders-by ; yet in fuch a 
manner as he was afhamed to complain, and-durft 
not rcfent All of us, who had the happinefs of 
her friendfhip, agreed unanimoufly, that, in an af- 
ternoon, or.evcning's conversation, flie never fail- 
ed before we parted of delivering the heft thing 
that was faid in the oMnpany. Some pf us have 
written down feveral of her fayings, or what the 
French call Bon Mot^, wherein fhe excelled almoft 
beyc^nd belief*. She never miftook the under- 
ftanding of others ; nor ever faid a (evere word^ 
but irhcrc a much fevcrer was dcfcrvcd, 

• Sec Vol, VI, p. uK^ 

Her 
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Her fcrvants loved and almoft adored her at the 
fame time. She would, upon occafions, treat them 
widi freedom, yet her demeanour was fo awful» 
tliat they durft not fail in the leaft point of rcfpeft. 
She chid them feldom, but it was with feverity, 
which had an ttkCi upon them for a long time 
after. 

January 2()tb, My head achcs^ and I can write 
Bomox:e. 

January 30th, Tue/day. 

This is the night of the funeral, which my ficfc- 
aefs will not fuffer me to attend. It is now nine at 
night, and I ani ;*emoved into another apartment, 
that I may not fee the light in the church, which 
is juft over againft the window of my bed-cham- 
ber. 

With all the foftneft of temper that became a 
iadv, flte had the perfonal courage of a hero. She 
udher friend having removed their lodgings to a^ 
new houfe, which ftood folitary, a parcel of rogues, 
armedi attempted the houfe, where there was only 
ooe bc^ : She was then about four and twenty : 
And, having been warned to apprehend fome fuch 
attempt, fhc learned the management of a piflol ; 
Und, the other women and ftrvants being half dead 
with fear, &e ftole foftly to her dining-room win- 
dow, put on a black hood, to prevent being feen^ 
primed the piftol frefh, gently lifted up the fafli ;. 
and, taking her aim with the utmoft prefence of 
mind, difcharged the piftol, loaden with bullets^ 
into the body of one villian, who ftood the faireft 
mark. The fellow, mortally wounded, was carried 
off by the reft, and died the next morning, but hii 
companions could not be found. The Duke of 
Ormond hath often drank her health to me upon 
that account, and had always an high efteem of 
her. She was indeed under fome apprchenfions of 
going in a boat, after fome danger (he had narro\^- 
ly cfcaped by water, but (he was rcafoncd thorough- 
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ly out of it. She was never known to cry out, or 
clifcover any fear, in a coach or on horfeback> or 
any uneafinefs by thofe fudden accidents with which 
mod of* her fex, either by weakn^is or afiedtatioD) 
appear fo much difordered. 

She- never had the leaft abfence of mitid'in cotw 
verlation, nor given to interruption, or appeared 
eager to-pnt in hen word by waiting impatiently un- 
til another had'dope. She fpoke in a moft agree? 
able voice, in the plaincft words, never hefitadng, 
except out of modefty before new faces, where fk 
was fb mew hat referved^ nor, among her neareft 
friends, ever fpoke much at a time. She was but little 
verfed in the common topics of female chat) fcandal^ 
cenfure, and detraction, never came out of her 
mouth : Yet, among a few friends, in private con* 
verfation, (he made little ceremony in difcovering 
ber contempt of a coxcomb, and defcribingall hil 
follies to the life ; but the follies of her own fcx 
ihe was rather inclined to extenuate or vy ^\Vf. 

When fhe was once convinced by^ open faAsoi 
any breach of truth or honour, in a perToo of'higii 
ftation, efpecially in the church, fhe could not cod- 
ccal her indignation, nor hear them named without 
ihewing her difpleafure in her countenance ; parti* 
cularly one or two^f the latter fort, whom (he had 
known and efteemed, but deteftcd above all man- 
kind, when it was manifeft they had Sacrificed ihofc 
two precious virtues to their ambition, andwonld 
much fooner have forgiven them the conunon 
immoralities of the. laity. 

Her frequent fits of-ikknefs, inmo-d parts of 
her life, had prevented her from making that pro^ 
grcfs in reading which fl*e would otherwife ha^c 
done. She was well verfed in the Greek and-Ro- 
man ftory, and was not un (killed in that of France 
and England* She fpoke French perfectly, but 
forgot much of it by negledl and llcknefs She 
had read carefully all the beft books of travels, 

which 
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which fcrvc to open and enlarge the mind. She 
underftood the Platonic and Epicurean philo.ophv, 
and judged very well of the d::i\:cts of the latter. 
She made very judicious ahflraAs of the bed books 
fhe had read She under flood the nature of go- 
vernment, and could point out all the errors of 
Hobbes, both in that and religion. She had a 
good inBghc into phyfic, and knew fomewhat of 
anatomy ; in both which {he was inflruded in her 
younger days by an eminent phyliciao, who had 
her long under his care, and bore the higheft e- 
fteem for her pcrfon and underftanding. She had 
atruetafteof wit and good fen fe, both in poetry 
and profe, and was a perfect good critic of (lyle : 
Neither was it eaiy to find a more proper or impar- 
tial judge,* whofe advice an author might better 
rely on, if- he intended to fend a thing into the 
world, provided it was on a fubjedi that came with- 
in the compais of -her knowledge. Yet, perhaps, 
flic was fometimes too fevere, which is a fafe and 
pardonable error. ' She preferved her wit, judge- 
ment and vivacity to the lafl, but often ulcd to 
complain of her memory. 

Her fortune, with fome acceffion, could not, as 
I have heard fay, amount to much more than two • 
thbufand pounds, whereof a great part fell with 
her life, having been placed upon annuities in 
England, and one in Ireland. In a perfon fo ex- 
traordinary, perhaps it may be pardonable to men- 
tion fome particulars, although of little moment, 
further than to fet forth her charafter. Some 
prcftntsof gold pieces being often made to her 
while flie was a girl, by her mother and other 
friends, on promife to keep them, fhe grew into 
fuch a fpirit of thrift, that, in about three years, 
they amounted to above two hundred pounds. She 
ufcd to ftiew them with boafting ; but. her mother, 
apprehending flie would be cheated of them, pre- 
vailed in fome months, and with ^rcat im^otiuvvU 
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tics, to have them put out to intcreft : When the ♦ 
girl loft the pleafure of feeing and coUAting her 
gold, which die never failed of doing many times 
in a d^y, and defpaired of heaping up fuch another 
trcafure, her humour took the quite contrary 
turn : She grew carelefs and fquandering of every 
new acquiiltion, and fo continued till about two 
and twenty ; when, by advice of fome friends, and 
the fright of paying large bills of tradefmen, who 
enticed her into their debt, fhe began to refleft up- 
on her own folly, and was never at reft untill fhe 
had difcharged all her ihop -bills, and refunded 
herfelf a confiderable fum £he had run out After 
which, by the addition of a few years and a fupc- 
rior underftanding, ihe became, and continued all 
her life a moft prudent oeconomift ; yet ftill with a 
ftrong bent to the liberal iide, wherein (he gratified 
herfelf by avoiding all expence in cloaths, (which 
fhe ever defpiled) beyond what Was merely decent. 
And, although her frequent returns of ficknefs 
were very chargeable, except fees to phyficians> of 
which fl)e met with feveral fo generous that flbc 
could force nothing on them, (and indeed fhe 
muft oiherwife have been undone) ; yet fhe never 
was without a confiderable fum of ready monejr. 
Infomuch, that, upon her death, when her near- 
eft friends thought her very bare, her executors 
found in her ftrong box about a hundred and fifty 
pounds in gold. She lamented the harrownefs of 
her fortune in nothing fo much, as that it did not 
enable her to entertain her friends fo often, and 
in fo hofpitable a manner as fhe defired. Yet they 
were always welcome ; and, while fhe was in health 
to direft, were treated with neatnefs and elegance : 
So that the revenues of her and her companion, 
paffed for much more confiderable than they really 
were. They lived always in lodgings, their do- 
meftics confifting of two maids and one man. She 
kept an account of all the family cxpenccs, from 

her 
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htr arrWal in Ireland to fome months before her 
death ; and (he would often repine; when looking 
back upon the annals of her houfchold bills, that 
every thing neceflary for life was double the price, 
while intereft of money was funk almoft to one 
half; fo that the addition made to her fortune was 
indeed grown abfolutely neceflary. 
[I fincc writ as I found time.] 
But her charity to the poor was a duty not to be 
diminiihedy and therefore became a tax upon thofe 
tndefmen who fumifh the fopperies of other ladies. 
She bought cloaths as feldom as poflible, and thofe 
as plain and cheap as confided with the fituatioa 
ihe was in ; and wore no lace for many years. 
Either her judgement or fortune was extraordina- 
Tji ID the choice of thofe on whom fhe bedowed 
ner charity ; for it went further in doing good 
.than double the fum from any other hand. And 
I have heard her fay, (he always met with grati- 
(ode from the poor : Which muft be owing to her 
Ikili in diftinguiihing proper obje<£ts, as well as her 
gracious manner in relieving them. 

But ihe had another quality that much delighted 
her, although it may be thought a kind of check 
Upon her bounty ; however, it was a pleafure ihe 
could not reiiii : I mean that of making agreeable 
prefents, wherein I never knew her equal, altho' 
it be an affair of as delicate a nature as moft in the 
courfe of life. She ufed to define a prefent. That 
k was a gift to a friend of fomething he wanted, or 
was fond of, and which could not be eafily gotten 
for money. I am confident, during my acquain- 
tance with her, (he hath, in thefe and fome other 
kinds of liberality, difpofed of to the value of feve* 
ral hundred pounds. As to prcfents made to her* 
felf, ihe received them with great unwilHngnefs, 
butefpecially from thofe to whom (he had ever gi- 
ven any ; being on all occafions the moft difinter- 
tRed mortal I ever knew or heard of. 
VoL.XIL X ^lom 
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' 'From her own difpofition, at leaft as nmch as 
from the frequent want of heahh, (he feldom made 
any vifits; but her own lodgings, from before 
twenty years old, were frequented by many perfons 
of the graver fort, who all refpeftecHicr highlyt 
upon her good fenfe, good manners, and conver- 
fation. Among thefc were^he late Primate Lind- 
fay, Bifhpp "Lloyd, BiQiop Afhe, Bifhop Brown, 
Biflhop Steam, Bifliop Pulleyn, with fo me others 
ef later.dater ; and indeed the ^reateft number of 
lier acqiiiMntaace was among the clergy. Honour^ 
truth, liberality, goodnature, and modefiy, were 
the virtues ihe chiefly pofiefled, and moft valued 
m her acquaintance; ^nd where (he found them, 
would be ready to allow for fome defedls, nor va* 
iued them lefs, although they did not fhine ins 
learning or- in wit; but would never give the leafl= 
allowance -for -any failures in the former, even toa 
thofe who made^e greatefl figure in either of thes 
two latter. She had npo ufc of any.perfon*s libera- 
lity, yet her deteftation of. covetous people made 
her uneafy if fuch a one was in her company ; up- 
on which occafion (he would fay nvany things very 
entertaining and humorous. 

She never interrupted any perfon who fpoke.; 
(he laughed at no midakes they made, but helped 
them out with modefty ; and if a good thing were 
fpoken, but negle£l:ed,.(hc would not let it fall, but 
fet it in the beft light .4o thofe who were prefent. 
She liflcned to all that was (aid, and had never the 
le^ft diftradlion, or abfence of thought. 

It was not fafe nor prudent, in her prefence, to 
oflfend in the leaft word againft modefty ; for (he 
then gave full employment to her wit, her con- 
tempt, and refentment, under which even (lupidi- 
t^ and brutality were forced to (ink into' confuCon ; 
and the guilty perfon, by her future avoiding him 
like a bear or a fatyr^ was never in. a way lo tranP 
grefs a frcond time. 
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' It happened one fingle coxcomb, of the pert 
kind, was in her company^ among fevernl other 
ladies ; and,. in his flippant way, began to deliver 
ibmfe double meanings : The reft flapt their fans, 
and ufcd the other common expedients pradlifed in 
fbch cafes, of appearing not to mind or compre- 
Ikend what was faid. Her behaviour was very dif- 
ferent, and perhaps maybe cenfured. She faid 
thus CO the man : ** Sir, all thefe ladies and I un- 
•• derftand your meaning very well, having, in 
^* fgitc of our care, too often met with thofc of 
*' your fex who wanted- manners and good fenfe. 
•• But, belifive-mey neither virtuous nor even vi- 
•« ciousr women love fuch kind of converiation. 
*• However, I will leave you, and report your be- 
** haviour : And, whatever vifit I make, I ihaU 
** 'firft inquire at the door whether you -are in the 
** houfe, that I may be fupc to avoid you.*' I know 
Slot whether a majority of ladies woukl approve of 
fuch a proceeding ;. but I^believe the practice of \\ 
^ould foon put an end to that corrupt converfa- 
tioD, the worft iStdi of dulnefi, ignorance, im- 
pudence,- and vulgarity, and th&higheft affront to 
the modefty and underftaoding of the-female-fex. 

By returning very few vifits, ihe had not muclv 
company of her own fex, except thofc whom £he 
moft loved for their eafinefs, or efteemed for their 
goodienfe; and thofe, not infixing on ceremony, 
came often to her. But ihe rather chofe men for 
her compsinions, the ufual topics of ladies difcourfe 
being fuch as ihe had little knowledge of, and lefs 
rcli(b« Yet no man wasupon the rack to entertaity 
her, for ihe eafily defcended to any thing that was 
innocent and diverting. News, politics, cenfure, 
family-management, or town talk, ihe always di^f 
verted to fomething elfe ; but thele indeed feldom 
happened, for ihe chofe her company better : And 
therefore many, who miftook her and themfelves,^ 
having. foUicited her acquaintance, and lindvu^ 
X 2 \V\.t\si*is\^^^' 



ine lamc iiiuc uiu luiuc nun lu mc u^iicrs. 
ther this proceeded from her eafinefs in gei 
or from her indifference to- certain pcFiOE 
from her defpair of mending them, or froi 
iame practice which (he mucb liked in Mr. i 
fon, I cannot determine ; but when fhe faw a 
the company Tery warm in a wrong opinion 
was more inclined to confirm them in it tha 
pofe them. The excufe (he commonly gave 
her friends ajQced the reafon» was, That it pre 
ed iio'ik, and faved time. Yet I have knowi 
very angry with ibme whom {he much' eftec 
for fometimes falling into that infirmity. 

She loved Ireland much better than the ge 
lity of thofe who owe both their birth and i 
to it ^ and* having brought over all the foi 
fhe had in n^oney, left the reverfioo of the 
part of' it, one thoufand pounds, to Dr. Step 
hofpitai, She detefted the tyranny and injufti 
England, in their treatment of this kingdom, 
had indeed reafon to love a country, wher 
had the cfteenr and friendlhip of all who 1 
her, and the univerfal good report of all who 
heard of her, without one excention. if I am 
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Although her knowledge, from books and com* 
p^ny> was much more extenfive than ufualljr falls 
to the (hare of her fex ; yet fhe was fo far from 
making a parade of it, that her female vifitants, on 
tbeir fir ft acquaintance, who exp<;£ted to difcover 
i^ by what they call hard words and deep difcourfe, 
would be fometimes difappointed, and fay, they 
found (ht was like other women. But wife men, 
through all her modefty, whatever they difcourfed^ 
OD, could eafily obfenre that (he underftood them * 
very well, by the judgement fhewo in her obfiu^a i 
tijMias wcU^ iaher queftions. . 
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EDUCATION OF LADIES. 

'T'HERE is a fubjcft of controversy which I havft 
■*■ frequently met with, in mixt and felcft' com- 
panies of both fexes, and fometimes only of oicn ; 
whether it be prudent to chufe a wife, who h^th 
good natural fenfe, fome tade of wit and humour, 
iufEcienily verfed in her own natural language, a- 
ble to read and to relifti hiftory, books of travels^ 
moral or entertaining difcourfes, and be a tolerable 
judge of the beauties in poetry. This quedion is 
generally determined in the negative by the woniea 
ihemfelves, but almoft univerfally by the men. 

We muft obferve, thaf, in this debate, ihofe 
whom we call men and woifien of fafhion are only 
to be undtrftood, not merchants, tradefmen, or 
others of iuch occupations, who are not fuppofed 
to have fliartd in a liberal educatiour I except 
iikewife all minifters of ftace, during their power 
lawyers and phyficians in great pradlice, perfons in 
I'uch employments as take up the greater part of 
the day, and perhaps fome other conditions of life 
which I cannot call to mind. Neither muft I for- 
get to except all gentlemen of the army, from the 
General to the ^ifign ; becaufe thofe qualifications 
abdve-mentioned, in a wife, are wholly out of 
their element and comprehenfion ; together with 
all mathematicians, and gentlemen lovers of muiic, 
metaphyficians, virtuoii, and great talkers, who 
have all amufements enough of their own. All 

thcfe 
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thefc put together will amount to a great numbed 
of advcriaries, whom I fhall have no occafion to 
racountcr, becaufe I am already of their fenti- 
ments^ Thofe perfons, whom I mean to include, 
are the bulk of Lords, knights, and fquires, through- 
oat England,, whether they refide between the towu 
aod country, or generally in either. I do alfo in- 
clude thofe of the clergy, who have tolerably good 
preferments in London, or any other parts of the 
kingdom. 

The moft material arguments that I have met 
ivith» on the negative fide of this great qucftion, 
arc what I fhall now impartially report, in as flrong. 
a light as I think they can bear. 

It is argued, That the great end of marriage is- 
propagation : That, confequently, the principal 
bufinefs of a wife is to breed children, and to take 
care of them in their infancy : That the wife is ta 
look to her family, watch over the fervants, fee 
tiiat they do their work : That fhe bo' abfent from 
lurhoufe as little as poflible : That fhe is anfwer- 
aUc for every thing amifs in the family : That fhe 
is to obey all the lawful commands of her hufband^ 
and'vifity or be vifxted by no perfon whom he dif- 
sipproves. That her whole bufioels, if well per- 
formed, will take up mofl hours of the day; That 
the greater fhe is, and the more fervants fhe keeps, 
her intpe£tion mud increafe accordingly. For, as 
a family reprefents a kingdom, fo the wife, who 
is her hufband's firfl minifter, mufl, under him, 
dircft all the officers of flate, even to the lowefl ; 
lod report their behaviour to her hufband, as the 
firfl minifler does to his prince. That fuch^ fl:a- 
tbn requires much time, and thought, and order ; 
md, if well executed, leaves but little time for vi« 
fits or diver fions. 

. That a humour of reading books, ■ excepting 
thofe of devotion or houfewifetiy, is apt to turn a 
woman's braio. That plays, romances, novels. 
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and love-poems, are only proper to inftnift them 
How to carry on an intrigue. • That all aSeflation 
of knowledge, beyond what is merely domcftic^ 
renders them vain, conceited, and ' pretending. 
That the natural levity of women wants ballaft ; 
and, when (he once begins to think (he knows 
more than others of her fex^ fhe will begin to de- 
fpife her hoibtod, and grow fond of every cox« 
comb who {^etends to any knowledge in books. 
That fhe will learn fcholaftic words ; make herfelf 
ridiculous by pronouncing them wrong,, and ap- 
plying them abfurdly in all companies. Thar, in 
the mean time, her houft hold- affiurs, and the care 
of her children, will be wholely laid afide; her 
toilet will be crowded with all the under-wits, where 
the converfation will pafs in criticifing on the lift 
play or poem that comes out, and ihe will be care- 
fill to remember all the remarks that were made, 
m order to retail them in the next vifit^ efpecially 
in company who know nothing of the matter. That 
(he will have aU the impertinence of a pcdant» 
without the knowledge ; and, for every new ac» 
quirement, will become fo much the worfe. 

To fay the truth, that (hameful and almoft uni* 
verfal neglcft of good education among our nobili* 
ty, gentry, and indeed among all others who 
are born to good eftates, will make this eflay of 
little ufe to the prefent age ; ("or, coDfideriog 
the modern way of training up both fexes la 
Ignorance, idlenefs, and vice, h is of little con- 
fequence how they are coupled together. And 
therefore, my fpeculations on this fobjcA can be 
only of ufe to a fmall number : For, in the pre* 
fent iituation of the world, none but wiic and good 
men can fail of miffing their match, whenever they 
are difpofed to marry ; and, confequently^ there it 
no reafon for complaint on either fide. The fbnnt 
by which a hufband and wife are to Kve, whh tt» 
g9r4 to each oihec au4 lo vYuc ^oiU« «ce fiifficiciit* 



6f the EDUCATION tf LAfilES. 249 

iy known and fixed, in direA contradiAion to eve- 
' vf precept of morality, religion, or civil iniiiru* 
tioD : It wonld be therefore an idle attempt to aim 
at breaking fo firm an eflabli£broent. 

Btif^ as it fometimes happens, that an elder bro«» 
tber dies late enough to leave the younger at the 
anivcrfity, after, he hath made fome progrefs in 
lcai:|)ing ; if we fnppofc him to have a tolerable 
genius, and a defire to improve it, he may confe* 
qaently learn to value and efieem wifdom and 
knowledge wherever he finds them, eiren after hit 
fathet's death, when his title and eftate come into 
his own pofiedion. Of this kind I reckon by a fa* 
voorablc. computation, there may poffibly be found, 
bt a ftrrS fearch among the nobility and gentry 
inroughout England, afa^ut five hundred. Among 
thofe of all other callings or trades, who are able 
to maintain a fon ^t the vniverfity, about treble 
Ikac number, "t^ss, fons of clergymen bred to fiearn- 
bg with any fuccefs, muft, by reafon of theif 
parents poverty, be very inconfiderable, many gf 
dieor being only admitted* fervitors in colleges^ 
(and confbquemly proving good for nothing) r I 
ikall therefore count them to be not above four- 
fcore. But, to avoid fractions, I ihall fuppofe 
there may poffibly be a round number of twothou* 
ftnd male human creatures in England (including 
Wales), who have a tolerable ihare of reading and 
good fenfe. I include in thb lift all perfons of fu« 
perior abilities, or great genius, or true judgement 
and tafte, or of profound literature, who, I am 
confident, we may reckon to be at leaft five and 
twenty. 

I am very glad' to have this opportunity of doing 
&a honour to my country, by a computation which 
("am afraid foreigners may conceive to be partial ; 
when, out of only, fifteen thoufand families of lords 
SKid eftated gentlemen, which may proVi^feV^ \>ft 
Aeir Dumberg I fuppofe one in thirty 10 bt x.o\^t^- 

\^1 
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bly educated, with a fufHci^nt fhare of good fenfe: 
Perhaps the cenfure may be juft. And therefore, 
upon cooler thoughts, to avoid all cavils, I (hall 
reduce them to one thoufand, which, at lead:, will 
be a number fufficient to fill both Houfes of Par- 
liament. 

The daughters of great and rich families, com- 
puted after the fame manner, will hardly amount 
to above half the number of the male : Becaufe 
the care of their education is either left entirely to 
their mothers, or they are fent to boarding- fchools,' 
or put into the hands of £nglifh or French govcr*' 
Defies, and generally the worft that can be- gotten 
for money. So that, after the redudlion i was 
compelled to, from two thoufand to one, half the 
number of well-educated nobility and gentry muft 
either continue in a fingle life, or be forced to cou- 
pie themfelves with women for whom they can 
poffibly have no efteem; I mean fools, prudes, co- 
quettes, gamefters, faunterers, endlefs talkers of 
Bon fenfe, fplenetic idlers, intriguers, given to 
fcaodal and cenfure, ♦ « * ♦ 
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^ing^ from varisus injlances^ that Hebrew, 
Greek, and Latjn, were derived from the 
Ekglish. 



■XURING the reign of parties, for about forty 
"^ years pafl, it is a oaelancholy confideration to 
)fcrve how Philology hath been negleAed, which 
as before the darling eniployment of the greateft 
uhors, from the reftoration of learning in En- 
>pe. Neither do I remember it to have been cul- 
i^atedy fince the Revolution, by any one perfon* 
ith great fuccefs, except our illuflrious modern-ftar, 
r. Richard Bentlcy, with whom the republic of 
iroing mud expire, as mathematics did with Sir 
lac Newton. My ambition hath been gradually 
tempting, from my early youth, to be the holder 
a ru(fa-light before that great luminary ; which, 
Icaft, might be of fome fitiic ufe during 'thofe 
ort intervals, while he was fnuffing his jcandle, or 
:ping wiifa it under a bufliel.^ 
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Myprefcnt attempt is to aSert the antiquity Oi 
our Enftlifh tongue ; which, as I fhall undertake to 
prove by invinci{>lc arguments, hath varied very 
little for-thefe two thoufand fix hundred and thirtj- 
four years paft. And my proofs will be drawn 
from etymology ; wherein I fliall ufe my readen 
much fairer than Pezron, Skinner, Vorftigan, 
Camden, and many other fuperficisd pretenders 
have done. For I will put no force upon the wordi, 
nor deflre any more favour than to allow for the 
ufual accidents of corruption, or the avoiding a 
cacophonia. 

I think I can make it manifeft to all impartial 
readers, that our language, as we now fpeak it, 
was originally the fame with thofe of the Jews, the 
Greeks, and the Romans, however corrupted in 
fucceeding times by a ipixture of barbariims. I 
ihaU only produce, at prefent, two inftances among 
a thoufand from the Litin tongue.. Cloaca, which 
they interpret a necejfary houfe^ is altogether an 
£ngli(h word, the lad letter a being, by the.miftake 
of fome fcribe, transferred from the beginning to 
the end of the word. In the primitive orthography 
it is called a cloac, which had the fame fignification ( 
and ftlU continues in Edinburgh in Scotland : 
Where a man in a chacy or cloak, of large circnm- 
fercnce and length, carrying a coavenicnt vcflel un- 
der it, calls, as he goes through the ftreets, Ma 
has need of me ? Whatever cuftomer calls, the vcf- 
iel is placed in the corner of the ftreet, the ckac^ 
or a cloak, furrounds and covers him, and thus he 
is eafed with decency and fecrecy. 

The fecond inftance is yet more remarkable. 
The Latin word Turpis fignificth najly^ ov filtbj. 
Now this word Turpis is a plain compofition of two 
Englifli words ; only by a lyncopc, the laft letter of 
the firft fyllable, which is J, is* taken Out of the 
tniddlt^ to prevent the Jarring of three confo- 
jQants together: And \iicfcvw^l;E^^\^^tJtd& ex- 
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(jrefs the two moft Qnfeemly excrements that belong 
to man. 

But altho' 1 could produce many other examples, 
equally convincing, that the Hebrews, the Greeks, 
and the Komans originally fpoke the fame lan- 
{Dage Which We do at prefent ; yet I have chofen to 
confine myfelf chiefly to the proper tiamcs of perfons» 
becaufe I conceive they will be of greater weight 
to confirm what I advance^ the ground and rcaloa 
bf thofe names being Certainly owing to the nature, 
tor fome diClingik1(hii:)g aCtiob or Quality in thofe per« 
fons, afid toiafequefttiy exprefled in the true an- 
lientlkitguage of the fevefal people. 

S-wiftbegin with the Grecians, among whom the 
Inoft antknt are the great leaders on both fides in 
the fiegc of Troy. For it is plain from Homer, 
Ihai the Trojans fpoke Greek as well as the Gre- 
cians. Of thefe latter, Aehflles was the moft va- 
liant. This Hero wa^ of a reftlefs unquiet nature, 
licver giving himfelf airy repofe either in peace 
t>r war; Jmd therefore, as Guy of "Warwick 
Vas called a Kill caw, and another terrible man a 
KU devil t fo this General was called a Kill eaje^ or 
Bcftroyer of eafe; and, at length, by corruption^ 
Achilles. 

Heftor, on the other fide, was the braveft among 
the Trojans. He had deftroyed fo many of the 
Greeks, by backing and tearing them, that his fol- 
diers. when they faw him fighting, would cry out, 
^' Now the enemy will be hackt, now he will be 
•* tore** At laft, by putting both words together, 
this appellation was given to their leader, under 
the name of Hack- tore ; and, for the more commo- 
dious founding, He6lor» 

Dvmiede, another Gretian captain, had the bold- 
htfsto'fight with A^-f«i/j, and wound her; whereup 
bo \he goddefs, in a rage, ordered her fon Cufidx^ 
make this Hero be hated by all womca, xt^^'axvcv^Vx 
t>/ren that he Uiould die U maid \ from^Yan^^.'^l '^ 
Vol. XII. Y ta^-^^^ 
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fmall cbange In orthography, lie was called 2)/# ^ 
ynede. And it is to be obfcrved, that the tcrit^ 
Maiden- head is frequently, at this very time, a£>- 
plied to perfons of either fcx. 

Ajax was, in fame, the next Grecian general to 
Achilles. TI^ derivation of his natne from J 
^dkes^ however aflctted by great authors, is in my 
opinion, very unworthy both of them, and of the 
hero himfclf. I have often wondered to fee fuch 
learned men miflake in fo clear a point. This hero 
is known to have been a snoft intemperate liver, as 
it is ulual with foldiers; and, although he were not 
old, yet, by con verfing with camp- ftrolers, ic had 
got pains in his bonest which he pretended to his 
friends were only Jge-aches ; but they telling the 
ilory about the army, as the vulgar always con- 
found right pronunciation, he was afterwards 
known by no other name than Aj^x* 

The next J fhall mention is JndrGmacbe^ the fa- 
mous wife of He6}or, Her father was a Scotch 
irenilcman, of a noble family, ftill fubfifling in that 
antient kingom. But, being a foreigner inTrdy, 
lo which city he Jed feme of his countrymen 
tn the defence of Priarri^ as Diffys Cretenfis lear- 
nedly obfcrves,; Hedlor feU in love with his daugh- 
ter, and the father's name was Andrew Mackay, 
The young lady was called by the fame namei 
tjnly a little foftened to the Grecian accent. 

JJiya7iax was the fon of Heftor and Audrcmachi, 
When Troy was taken, this young Prince had his 
head cut o^, and his body thrown to fwine. From 
this fatal accident he had his name ; which hath, 
by a peculiar good fortune, been prcfervcd entire^ 

Mars may be mentioned among thefe, becaufe 
he fought againft the Greeks. He was called The 
Cod of war ; and is defcribed as a fwearing, fwag- 
gering companion, and a great giver of rude lan- 
guage, for, whtn fee Fas angry, he would -cry, 
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*' Kifefwjrtf—-/?, my ar-^fe in a band-box, viy a—fe 
*' all over :" Which he repeated fo commonly, 
that he got the appellation of My-afe ; and, by a 
common abbreviation, M'ars : from whence, by 
jeaviog out the mark o£ elifion, 3Iars : And thiV 
B a common prafbce among us at prefent ; as in^ 
the words D*anvers^ D'avenporty D^anby, which 
are now written Danven, Davenport^ Dauby ^ and 
many others. 

The next is Hercules, othcrwifc called Jlcides^ 
Both thefc names are Englifli, with little alteration '; 
•nd dcfcribe the principal qualities of that hero, 
who was diftinguilhed for being a flave to his mif- 
Ireffes, and at the fame tinie for his great flrength 
•nd courage. Omphale^ his chief mi ftrefs, ufcdto call 
her lovers Her cullies ; and, becaufe this hero was 
more and longer fubjea to her than any other, he 
irks in a particlar manner called the chief of her 
tdKes ; which, by an cafy change, made the word 
Btradet. His other name Alcides was given him 
on account of hiis prowefs : For, in fight, he ufed 
to ftrikcon a/Z^c/pj', and was allowed on all fides 
to be the chief hero of his agjc. Forone of which 
rcafbns, he was called All Jides, or Akidcs \ but I 
aminclTned to favour the former opinion. 

A certain Grecian youth was a great imitator of 
Socrates ; which that philofopher obferving, with 
much pleafure, faid to his friends, " There i§ an 
Ape d mine own days.** After which the young. 
man was called Epaminondas and proved to be the 
moft virtuous perfon,as well as the greateft general 
of his age. 

Ucalegon wns a very obliging innkeeper of Troy^ 
When a gueft was going to take horfc, the land- 
ford took leave of him with this compliment, ** Sir, 
*• I fhall be glad to fee you call again.*' Strangers, 
who knew not his right name, caught his laft 
lunrds ; and thus, by degrees, that appellation pre- 
y 2 vailed' 
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vailed, and he was know by na other name, eve^s 
among his neighbours^ 

Hydra was a great fcrpent which Hercules flc^v% 
His ufual outward garment was the raw hyde of a 
lion, and this he had on when he attacked the fer- 
pent ; which, therefore, took its name from tLe 
Ikin : The modeAy of that hero devolving the ho- 
nour of his victory upon the lion's fkin, cailiog 
that enormous fnake the, Hyderaw ferpent. 

Leda was the mother of Caftor and Pollux \ 
whom Jupiter embracing in the ihape of a fwain : 
fhe laid a couple of eggs ; and was therefore: caUcd \ 
Laid at or Leda,. jj 

As to Jupiter himfclf t It is- well known that » | 
the flatues and piAures of this Heathen God, ia 
the Roman catholic countries, refemble thofe of 
St. Peter, and arc often taken the one for the 0» 
ther. The reafon is manifeft ; ^For, when the Em' . 
perors had edablifhed Chriftianitj, the HeadiebS 
were afraid of acknowledging th^ir Heathen idols 
of the chief God, and pretended it was only a fta^ 
tue of the Jew PeUr. And thus the principal Hea- 
then god came to be called by the antient Romaosi 
with very little alteration, Jupiter. 

The Hamadryades arc reprefented by miftakca 
antiquity as Nymphs cf the Groves* But the true ac- 
count is this : They were women of Calabria, who 
dealt in bacon ; and living near the fea-fide, ufed 
to pickle their bacon in ralt-water,and then fet it up 
to dry in the fun.. From whence they were proper- 
ly called Ham a-drya days^ and, in procefs of 
time, mif-Tpelt Hamadryades. 

Neptune^ the God of the Tea, had his name from 
the Tunes fung to him by Tritons^ upon their fhells 
every nenp or nep tide. The word is comedown to 
us almoft uncorrupted, as well as that of the TV/- 
tonsy his fcrvants ; who, in order to pleafe thci* 
muRcr^ ufed to tr^ all tones^ till they could hit up" 

on (bat he liked. 

At\Slu\W 
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AriflatU was a Peripatetic phtlofopher, who ufed 
X^ inftruA his fcholars while he was walking. 
When the lads were come, he would arlfe to teii 
them what he thought peoper ; and was therefore 
called Arife totelL But fucceeding ages, who un*- 
cbrftood not this etymology^ have, by aaabfurd . 
change, nr^ade it Ariftotle. 

Ariftophanes was a Greek comedian, * ftiH of Ic- - 
rity, and gave himfelf too much' freedom ; which » 
made a graver people not fcruple to fay, that he * 
iud a great deal of airy fluff in his writings : And . 
hx£e words, often repeated, made fucceeding ages- * 
lenominate him. ^rj/^^^i^^n^^*^. Vide Rofin Antif. . 
.iv, 

Alexander the Gteat was vcryvfond 'of -eggs 
oaftedio'hot aihes* . As foonas <his cooks heard -: 
ic was^come home ta dinner or fupper, they called 
loiid to their uBder*officers, >^// eggs under the 
ym/tf: Which,^ repeated every day at nooa and 
vening^ made'flranger&ihihk it was thai PiShce*^- 
eal name, and therefore gave him no other ; and 
ofterity hath been ever fince under the fame de- 
^on. . 

Pygmalion ^2is a perfon of a very low ftature, . 
dt great valour ; which nlade his townfmen call . 
im' Pygmylian : And fo it Ihould be fpclt ; al* 
KWigh ths word hath fuffered leCi by tranfcribcrs ^ 
lan many others. 

Archimedes was a moft famous mathematician. -. 
[is ihidies required much filence ^and quiet : But ' 
is wife having feveral maids^'they. were always ^ 
[fturbing him with their tattle or their bulinefs; 
hich forced him to come out every «» now and 
ten to the ftair-head ^ and cry; ** Jfarkye maids ^ if 
ye will not be quiet, Ifhall turn you-out of doors.? 
t repeated thefe words, Hark ye maids , foofiea 
rat the unlucky jades, when they found he was a< 
k ftudy, would fay, There is Hark ye maids^' let 
i^ipeak feftiy ; Thus the <iamc^«xii .\\ivq\x^ i^ca 
X 3 "^ 'Sit\^'fe^>w> . 
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neighbovrhood ; and at kft, grew fo general; cBrat 
X9€, are ignorant of tbat great man's true name to 

this day. 

Sttaho was a famous geographer^ and, to im* 
prove his knowledge^ travelled over feveral couH' 
tries, as the writers of his life inform us; who 
likewife add, that he afFcAed great nicenefs and 
finery in hi» cloaths : From whence people took- 
occalion to call him the Stri^ Beau ; which futurr 
ages have pinned down upon him very much to YkW 
diihonour. 

Pelepomiefus^ that famous Grecian peninfuU) 
got its name from a Greek colony in AfiatkcLefif 
many of whom going for traffic thither, and find- 
rag that the inhabitants had but one Well in the 
town of * * * ♦, from whence certain porters ufcd 
to carry the water through the city in great pailsr 
ib heavy, that they were often forced to fet them 
iiown for eafe ; the tired porters, after they had 
fet down the pails, and wanted to take them up 
again, would call for affijdance to fhofe who were 
nearcft, in thefc words, Pailup^ andeafe us. The 
ftranger Greeks, hearing thefc words repeated a 
thouland times, as they pafled the ftrect, thought 
the inhabitants were pronouncing the name of their 
country, which made the foreign Greeks call it 
Pelopcnnefus, a manifeft corruption of Pail up and 
eafe lis. 

Having mentioned fo many Grecians to prove 
xny hypothecs, I fliall not tire the reader with pro- 
ducing an equal number of Romans,^ as I might 
caiily do. Some few will be fufficient. 

Cisfar was the greateft captain of that empire : 
The word ought to be fpelt Seifer^ becaufe he JH/ed 
on not only moft of the known world, bu^ even 
the liberties of his own country : So that a more 
(proper appellation could not have been given him, 

Cicero was a poor fcholar in the univerfity of A- 
thens^ whercwitb bis enemies in Rome ufed to re* 

proacb 
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fmcb him ; and, as he pafled the ftreets, would 
tall out,^ O Cifer^ Cifer o! A word ftill ufed in^ 
Cambridge, and anfwcrs to a fervitor in Oxford. 

Aubal was a fworn enemj of the Romans, and 
gained 'man J gforiotrs victories over them. Thl& 
aame appears at firft repeating to be a metaphor 
drawn n*om tennis, expreffing a fkilful gameftcr^. 
who can take any baU\ and is very juftly applied to 
fo renowned ar commander. Navigators are led in- 
to a ftrange miftake upon this article. We have 
vfually in our i&cet a large man of war, called 
the Anibal with great propriety, becaufe it is ^o 
ftrong that it may defy any hall from a cannon, 
And.fueh is the deplorable ignorance of our fea- 
men, that they mifcalb it the Honeybalh 

Cartago was the firft famous trading city in the 
world ; where, in every ftreet, there was many a 
uart a going,, probably loaden with merchants 
goods. Vide Alexander ab JUxandro, and Suidas 
ipon the vfOtdCartago. 

The word Roman is pcrfcftly Englifh, like other 
words ending in man or men, as hangman, dray- 
man, huntfrnao, and feveral others. It was for« 
merly fpelt Row-many which is the fame wiih wa* 
tcr-man. And therefore, when we read of Jefta^ 
(or, as it is corruptly fpeh, Gejia) Romanorttm, it 
is to be underftood of the rough manner o( jefting 
ufed by watermen ; who, upon the fides of rivers, 
would row man oe'r *em. This I think is clear enough 
to convince the moft incredulous. 

Mifanthropus was the name of an ill-natured 
man, which he obtained by a cuftcm of catching si 
great cumber of mice, then (hutting them up in a 
room and throwing a cat among them« Upon 
which his fellow- citizens called him mice and throve 
pufs» The reader obferves how much the onho- 
graphy hath been changed without altering the 
found : But fuch depravations we owe to the inju^ 
xj of time, and grofs ignorance of tranfcribers. 

Amon^ 
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Among the anticnts, fprtnhe-telling by the ftary 
was a very beggarly trade. The profefiTors lay up- 
on ftraw, and their cabbins were covered with the 
fame materials: Whence every one who followed, 
that myftery, was called Aftrav/ hdger^ or a lodger 
in draw; but, in* the new-fangled way of fpelling, 
AJlrologer^ 

It is remarkable that the very word Dipthong hf- 
wholely Eaglifh. In former times fchool iK^ys 
were chaflifed with thongs faflened at the head of 
a flick. Ic was obferved that young lads were much • 
puzzled with fpelling, and pronounciog words < 
where two vowels came together, and were often 
corrected for their miftakes in that point. Upoa • 
thefe occaiions the mafter would dip his ibangs (a» 
we now do rods) in p-^— • which made that dmcult'^ 
union of towels to be called Dipt thong, . 

Bucephalus^ the famous horfe of Akzander, wit 
to called be(;Aure there were many grooms employ^ 
ed about him, which felhws were always bufy is < 
their office: And, bccaufe the horfe had fo many 
bufy fellows about him, it was natural for thofe^ 
who went to the ftable to fay, ** Let us go to the 
bufy fellows y*' by which they meant ta fee that 
Prince's horfe. And, in procefs of time, theft- 
words were a bfurdly applied to the animal itfclf; 
which was thenceforth fly led Bufy -fellows ^ and ve- 
ry improperly Bucephalus. 

I fhall now bring a few proofs of the fame kind, 
to convince my readers that our Englifh language 
was well known to the Jews.- 

Mofes^ the great leader of thofe peopfe out of E-* 
gypt, was in propriety of fpeech called M<m-feas% 
becaufe he mowed the feas down in the middle, to 
make a path for the liraelites. 

Jbrabam was a perfon of flrong bones and fi* 
news, and a firm walker, which made the people 
fay. He was a man (in the Scotch phrafe, whic^ 
coxzicf ncarcft to the old Sw)i^)<>inbna bam\ tb^* 



tie ENGLISH TONGUE. a6i 

8i of a brave (Irong ham» from whence he acquir- 
ed his name. 

Tbe man whom the Jews called Baldm was a 
Ihepherd ; who, by often crying Ba to his iambs, 
was therefore called Baalamb , or Balam, 

Ifaac is nothing elfe but Eyes ake \ becaufe the 
Tmmdifts report that he had a pain in his eyes. 
Vide Ben-gorion and the Targum on Gtnefis. 

Thus I have manifeftly proved, that the Greeks, 
the Romans, and the Jews, fpoke the language we 
oow do in England ; which is an honour to our 
coutitry that I thought proper to fct in a true 
light, and yet hath not been done, as I have heard, 
by any other writer. 

And thus I ventured (perhaps too temerarioufly) 
to contribute my mite to tbe learned world ; from 
whofe candour, if I may hope to receive fbme ap* 
probation^ it may probably give me encouragement 
to proceed on fomc other fpeculations, if poffible, 
of greater importance than what I now offer; and 
which have been the labour of many years, as well 
as of conftant watchings, that I might be ufeful to 
maukindy and particularly to mine own country. 
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TREATISE 
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GOOD-MANNERS 

A KD 

GOOD-BREEDING. 

r^OOD- MANNERS 15 the art of mnfcing Aofe 
^^ people cafy with whom wc converfc. 

Whoever makes the feweft pcrfon* uncafy, » 
the bed bred in the company. 

As the beft law is founded upon rcafon, fo 2Xt 
the beft manners. And as fomc lawyers have in- 
troduced unreafonable things into common la*> 
fo likcwife many teachers have introduced ahfurd 
things into common good- manners. 

One principal point of this art is to fuit our be- 
haviour to the three feveral degrees of men ; our 
fupcriors, our equals, and thofe below us.. 

Fur inftance, to prefs either of the two former 
to eat or drink is a breach of manners ; but * 
tradefman or a farmer muft be thus treated, or clfc 
it will be difficult to perfuade them that they are 
welcome. 

Piide, itUnatutc, «LTid 'w^nt of fcnfe, are the 
tbrcc great fources- o£ VVL-maixxtkfct^ \ Ni\\5oLQ>^ ^^^^ 
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f thefe dcfe£<s, no man will behave himfclf ill 
ant of experience j or of what, in the lan- 
z of fools, is called, knowing the world, 
tcfy any one to affiga an incident wherein rea- 
vili not dire£t ns what we are to fay or do in 
•any, if we arc not mifled by pride or illna- 

lerefore I iniid that good fenfe is the principal 
lation of good-mannei'S : But becaufe the for- 
s a gift which very few among mankind are 
Sed of, therefore a^ the crvilized nations of 
¥orld have agreed upon fixing fome rules for 
non behaviour, beft iuited to their general 
>ms or fancies, as a kind of artificial good- 

to fupply the defefts of reafon. Without 
h, the gentkmenly part of dunces would be 
^tually at cuffs, as they feldom fail when they 
en to be drunk, or engaged in fquabbles about 
en, or play. And, God be thanked, there 
ly happencth a duel in a year, which may not 
iputed to one of thofe three motives. ITpon 
h account I fhould be exceedingly forry to find 
:gtilaturc make any new laws againfi: the prac- 
>f duelling ; becaufe the methods are eafy, and 
^, for a wife man to avoid a quarrel with ho- 
', or engage in it with innocence. And I can 
ivcr no political evil in fuffering bulKcs, iharp- 
and rakes, to rid the world of each other by 
thod of their own, where the law hath not 

aUe to find an expedient. 
s the common forms of good-mannci'S were 
ided for regulating the conduct of thofc who 

weak underftandings ; fo they have been cor- 
ed by the perfons for whofc ufe they were contri- 

FoF theie people have fallen into a needlefs and 
efs way of multiplying ceremonies, which have 
, extremely trouUcfom^ to thofc who praftife 
1, and infupportablc to every body clfe : Info- 
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tnuchy that wife men arc often more uneafy at tli(J 
over-civility of thcfc refiners, than they could pof- 
fibly be in the converfation of peafants Or mccha« 
nics. 

The impertinencles of this cereilionial behavioul^ 
are no where better feeh thab at thofe tables wberd 
ladies prefide ; who value themfelves upon accounC 
of their good breeding ; where a man muft reckon 
upon pamng an hour without doing any one thing 
he hath a- mind to ; Unlefs he will be fo hardy as to 
break through all the fettled decpruiti of the fami- 
ly. She determineth what he loveth beft, and bow 
much he (hall eat ; and if the itiafter of the houfe 
happeneth to be of the fame dUpofition, he prd- 
ceedeth in the fame tyrannical manner t6 prefcribd 
in the drinking part : At the fame time you are 
under the necefiity of anfwering a thoufand apolo- 
gies for your entertainment. And although a good 
deal of this humour is pretty well worn off amoDff 
many people of the bed faihion, yet too much of 
it ftill rcmaineth, cfpecially in the cOudtry ; whcrtf 
an honeft gentleman aiTured me, that having beefl 
kept four days againft his will at a friend's houfCf 
wiih all the circumftances of hiding his boots, lock- 
ing up the liable, and other contrivances of the 
like nature, he could not remember from the mo- 
ment he came ihto the hbufe, to the moment ht 
left it,, any one thing, wherein his itlclination was 
not direftly contradifted ; as if the whole family 
had entered into a combination to torment htm. 

But, befides all this, it would be endlefs to re- 
count the many foolifh and ridiculous accidents t 
have obfervcd among thofe unfortunate profeljteS 
to ceremony. I have feen a Dutchefs fairly knock* 
cd down by the precipitancy of an ofHcious cox- 
comb, running to fave her the trouble of opening 
a door. I remember upon a birth- day at court, 4 
great lady was utterly difccnfolate by a difli of 
jauce let fall by a page direflly upon her head drefs 

and 
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and brocade : "while fhe gave a Aiddeo turn to her 
Tclbow upon fome point o*- ceremony with the pcr- 
fon who fat next to her, Monfieur Bu}s, the Dutc h 
envoy, whofe politics and m<inncrs were much of a 
iize, brougltt a fon with him, about thirteen years 
old,, to a great table at court*. The boy and his 
father, -whatever they put on their plates, they 
'firft ofitred round in order, to every perfon in the 
company; fo that we could not get a nunute's quiec 
during the whole dinner. At Taft their two plates 
happened to encounter, and with fo much violence, 
that being china, they broke in twenty pieces, and 
ftained half the company with wet fweet- meets and 
cream. 

There is a pedantry in manners, as in all arts 
and fciences ; and fometimes in trades. Pedantry 
is properly the overrating any kind of knowledge 
we pretend to. And if that knowledge be a trifle 
in itfelf, the pedantry is the greater. For which 
reafon I look upon fidlers, dancing^mafiers, he- 
ralds, mafters of the ceremony, Jrc. to be greater 
pedants than Lipfius, or the elder Scaliger^ With 
thefe kind of pedants, the court, while I knew ir, 
was always plenrifully flocked : I mean from the 
gentle man-u(her (at leaft) inclufive, downward to 
"the gentleman- porter; who are, generally fpeak* 
ing, the'moft inflgnificant race of people that this 
-ifland can afford, and with the fmaliefl: tinfture of 
good-maiiners ; which is the only trade they pro- 
tefs. For being wholly illiterate, and converfing 
chirfiy with each other, they reduce the whole fyf- 
tem of breeding within the forms and circles of 
their feveral offices : And as they are below the 
notice of miniflers, they live and die in court un* 
der all revolutions^ with great obfequioufnefs to 
thofe who arc in any degree of creditor favour, 
and with rudenefs and infolencc to every body elfe. 
Trooi whence J have long concluded, that good- 
manners are not a plant of the court growth : For 

VoL.xn. z M 
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*if they were, thofe people who have uxtdficftsnd* 
ings'direftly of a level for fuch acquirements, and 
vho have ferved -Aich long -apprendcefhlps CO no- 
thing elfe, would certainly have picked them. up. 
^or as to^the great officer* who attend the Prince^ 
perfon or councils, or prefide in his family, tfaqr 
«re a traofient body, who have nobetter a tide to 
:good manners, th'an their neighbours, nor wiil 
probably have recourfe to gentlen/en^ufliers for i&- 
Aru^ion. So that I know little to be learned tc 
court upon this he^d, except in the noaterial ci^ 
cumftance of drefs ; wherein the authority of the 
maids of honour muft indeed be allowed to be al- 
xnoft equal to that of a favourite a£farefs. 

I remember a paflage my Lord Bolingbroke told 
Tce, that going to receive Prince Eugene of Savoy 
«t his landing, in order to conduct him immediate- 
ly to the Queen, the Prince £iid -he was much con- 
cei'ned that he could not: fee her MajeOy that 
night ; for Moniieur UofiBoaan - (who was then by) 
.'had aflured his Highne& that he could not be ad- 
mitted into her prefence with a tied- up periwig; 
^hat Jiis equipage was oot< arrived, and that he bad 
endeavoured in vain to borrow a lon^ one among 
all his valets ^od pages. : My^Lord turned^ the mat- 
ter to a jeft, and brought the/Prmce to her MajeP* 
ty ; for which he was highly ceofured by the whole 
tribe of gentle meuNufher^ ;. among whomMonfieur 
Hoffman, an old dull reiidentof the^mperor'^ 
.had picked:. up this . material poiot of ceremony; 
and which,. I believe, ^^as the beft lefibn he had 
; learned in jSve and twenty years reiidence. 

I make a difference between good-maonexs and 
good- breeding ; although, in order to vary my ex* 

Jreffion, I am fometimes forced to confound them. 
•y the firff, I only underftand the art of remem- 
bering, and applying certain fettled forms of gene- 
.^al behaviour. But good-breeding is of a much 

largflT 
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larger extent ; for befides an uncommon degree of 
literamre fufficient to qualify a ''gentleman for read* 
ihg a play, or a political pamphlet, it taketh in a^ 
great compais of knowledge; no lefs than that of 
dsmcing, fighting, gaming, making the circle of 
Ita'Iy, riding the great horfe, and fpeaking French ;. 
not to mentioB fome other fecondary, or fubaltera 
accomplifhments, which are more eafily acquired. 
St> that the difierence between good>breeding and^ 
good-manners \\e\h in this ; that the former cannot 
be attained to by the befl: underdandings without, 
ftodjr and labour : Whereas a tolerable degree of 
reafon will inftruft us in every part of good-^man— 
neis whhout other affiftance. 

Icanthmkof nothing more ufefal< upon this 
fiibjeft, than to point out (bme particulars whereia 
tkcTery efientials of good manners are concerned, 
the negle£);or perverting of which doth very much- 
difhirb'the good^ commerce of the worldr by intro-^ 
during a traffic of mutual \ineafine& in moft com- 
pmies. 

Pir/ty^A neceflary part . of gpodinanners is a 
piindhiaLt)bfervance of time at our own dwellings, 
or thofe of others, or at third places i whether up?^ 
on matter of civility^ bufinefs, or diversion ; which- 
mle, though it be a plain diAate of common rea- 
fon, yet the greateft<miniftcr.*I ever knew, was 
the greatefl trcfpafTer . againd it ;^by which all hiy- 
bufinefs doubled upon him, and placed him in a 
continual arrears Upon which I often uied to ral- 
^ him- as deficient in point of good -manners. I 
have known more than one ambafi^dor, and fe- 
cretary of ftate, with a very moderate portion of' 
intelle&uals, execute their, offioes with good fuc- 
cc(s and applaufe by the mere force of exa£lne{s 
apd regularity. If you duly obferve time for the 

• Robert Hatlexi EarJ of Oxford, Lord Ki^ Ttt*i^w« \^«i <^ttt.^ 
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fervice of anoiher, it double the obligation.; if,, 
upon your own account, it would be manifefl: fol« 
ly, as well as ingratitude, to negleft it ;^ if both are 
concerned to make your equal or inferior attend, 
on you to his own df fad vantage, it is pride and in- 
juftice. 

Ignorance of forms cannot properly, be ftilcd ill- 
manners ; becaufe forms are fubje^l to frequent 
changes; and confequently,. being not founded up^ 
on reafon, are beneath a wife man's regard. Be-- 
£des, they vary in every, country; and after a. 
ihort period of time very frequently in the fame :. 
So that a man, who travel}eth, muft needs, be at 
firft a ftranger to them io every, court through, 
which he pafleth ;. and, perhaps, at his return, as 
much a ftranger io his own>; and, after all, they* 
are eafier to be remembered or. forgotten thaniaces^ 
or names. 

Indeed^ among- the many impertinencies that; 
fuperficial young men bring with them from abroad,, 
this bigotry of forms is one of the principal^ and 
more predominant than^ the reft ; who look upoa 
them not only as if they were matters capable of 
admitting of choice, but even as points.of< impor* 
tance; and therefore zealous upon all occasions to. 
introduce and propagate the new forms and fafhiooi 
they have -brought back with them : So that, u- 
fualiy fpeaking, the worftbred perfon in the com- 
pany, is a young triiycUer ji^ft returned, from- *'• 
broad. 
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letter; 

• it 
T O T H E. ! 

WRITER of tli€ OCCASIONAL FAPERV 
C^i/^ the CRAFTSMAN^ 1727.!: ' 

5rRi, 

A'LthougbT) iaoae of your papers^ yon declarer. 
^^ an intention of turning them, during, the dea^^ 
ftafon of the year, into accounts of domeftic and 
foreign intelligence ; yet, I think we, ypur corre- 
fpondents, (hould not underftaod your meaaing fb * 
literally, . as^ if you intended to rej^ft infcrting any 
other paper, which, might probably be ufefui for- 
the public. Neither* indeed, am I fully convinced 
that this new courfe you refolve to take, will ren- 
der you more fecure than your former laudable 
practice, of inferting fuch fpeculations as were fenc 
you by feveral well-wifhers to the good of the king- 
dom ; however grating fuch noticea might be to 
fome, who wanted neither power nor inclinatioa 
to refem them at your coft. For, iince there is a . 
dire£t law againft fp^eading falfe news, if you 
(hould venture to tell us in one^ of the Craftiinen < 
thit the D^y of Algiers had got the tQox.hr ^.cib^ w 
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the King of Bantam had taken a purge, and the 
£a£ls fhould be contradlfted in fucceeding pacquets ; 
I do not fee what plea you could offer to avoid 
the utmoft penalty of the law, becaufe you are not 
fuppofed to be very gracious among thofe who arc 
mod able to hurt you. 

Befidcs, as I take your intentions to be fincercif 
meant for the public fervice^ fo your original me- 
thod of entertaining and intruding us will be more 
general and more ufeful in this feat on of the year, 
when people are retired to amufements more cool, 
more innocent, and much more reafonable than 
thofe they have left ; when their paffions are fub« 
lided or lurpended ; when they have no occafions 
of inflaming themfelves, or each other; where 
they will have opportunities of hearing common^ 
fenfe, every day in the week, from their tenants 
or neighbouring farmers, and thereby be qualified,- 
in hours of rain or leifure, to read and confider 
the advice or information you fhall fend them. 

Another weighty feafon why you fhould not al- 
ter your manner of writing, by dwindling to a 
news- monger, is becaufe there is no fufpenfion of 
arms agreed on between you and your adverfarics, 
who fight with a fort of weapons which have twa 
wonderful qualiticrs, that rhey are never to be worn 
out, and are bcft wielded by the weakeft hands, 
and which the poverty of our langua.e forceth me 
to call by the trite appellations of ^irr//r7j^„ ^«<i!fr, 
and Biliingfgate, I am far from thinking that thefe 
gentlemen, or rather their employers, (for the 0- 
pcrators themfelves are too obfcurc to be guefled at) 
fliould be anfwered after their own way, although 
It were poflible to drag them out of their obfcurity; 
but I wifh you would inquire what real ufc fuch a 
' condu£l is to the caufe they have been {o largely 
piiid to defend, The author of the three firft Oc- 
..cafional Letters, a perfbn altogether unknown* 
iOunh been thought to gjLance (for what rcafons he 



rftht OCCASIONAL paper; 271 

beft knows) at fomc public proceedings, as if tc y 
were not agreeable to his private opinions. In an- 
fwer to thisj the pamphleteers retained on the other 
£ide are inftru&ed bj their fuperiors, to iingle out 
an adverfary, whofe abilities they mod have reafon 
to apprehend^ and to load himfelf, his family, and 
friends, with all the infamy that a perpetual con. 
verfation in Bridewell, Newgate, and the ftews 
could fur nifk them ; but, at the fame time, fo ve- 
ry unluckily, that the moft diflingmflbing parts of ' 
thdr cfaara£lers ftrike diredtly in the face of their 
benefactor, whofe idea prefenting icfelf along with^ 
his guineas, perpetually to their imagination, oc- - 
cafioned this defperate blunder. 

But, allowing this heap of Hander to be trutbf 
and applied to the^ proper perfon ; what is to be- 
the confequence l Are our public debts ao be the 
fooner paid; the corruptions that author com- 
piams of to be the fooner cured ; an honourable 
peace, or a glorious war the more likely to enfue; 
trade to flourifh ; the Oftend company to be de- 
molifhed ; Gibraltar and Port-Mahon left entire ia 
eur pofieffion ; the balance of Europe to be pre* 
icnred ; the malignity of parties to be for ever at 
an end; none but perfons of merit, virtue, genius, 
and learning to be encouraged ? I a&, whether a- 
ay-of thefe efftdls will follow upon the publication 
of this author's libel, even fuppofing he could 
prove every fyllablc of it to be true ? 

At the fame time, I am well aflured, that the 
only reafoa of afcribing thofe papers to a particu* 
lar perfon, is built upon the information of a cer- 
tain pragmatical fpy of quality, well known to a£t 
in that capacity by thofe into whofe company he 
infinuates himfelf^ a fort of perfons who, although 
without much love, eftetm, or dread of peopje in 
|>refent power^ yet have too mucR common pru- 
dence to Ipeak their thoughts wiih ftccd'om>at.- 
Xm fu€h M intruder i whO; thereioTc, Vc^^o^^\ 
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grofsly upon his mafters, if he makes them pay for- 
any thing but his own conjeSurcs. 

It is a grievous miflakein a great minifter tone-^-' 
gleft or defpifby much more to irritate, men of ge- 
nius and learning. Fhave beard one of the wi^fb 
perfons in my time obferv'e, that an adminiflration* 
was to be known and judged by the talents of thofe 
who appeared their advocates in print. ThisI muftc 
never allow to be a general rule; yet I cannot bur 
think ir prodigioufly unfortunate-, that, among the 
anfwerers, defenders, repliers, and panegyrifts,^ 
ftarted up in defence of prefent perfons and ph)- 
ceedings, there hath not yet arifen one whofe la* 
bours we can read with patience, however we may 
applaud their loyalty and good-will. And all this 
with the advantages of conftant ready pay, of na- 
rural and acquired venom, and a grant of the whole 
f\md of flander, to range over and riot in as they 
pleaie. 

On the other fide, a turbulent writer of Occa- 
fional Letters, and other^ vexatious papers^ in con* 
iun6lion perhaps with one or two friends as bad as 
himfelf, is able to difconccrt, teaze, and four us 
whenever he thinks fit, merely by the ftrength of 
genius and truth ; and after fo dextrous a manner^ 
that, when we are vexed to the foul, and wdl know 
the rcafons why we arc fo, we are afliamed to own 
the firft, and cannot tell how to exprefs the otheri 
In a word, it feems to me that alt the writers arc 
on one fide, and all the railers on the other. 

However, I do not pretend to aflert, that it is 
impofiible for an ill minifter to find men of wit who 
may be drawn, by a very valuable confideration, to 
undertake his defence ; but the misfortune is, diat 
the heads of fuch writers rebel againft their hearts;, 
their genius forfakcs them, when they would offer 
to proftitute it to the fervice of injuftice, corrup- 
thon, party-rage, and falfc rcprcfcniaiions of things 
and jicrfoBS. 
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And this is the beft argument I can offer in de- 
£encc of great mtn, who have been of late fo very 
unhappy in the choice of their paper-champions ;, 
although I cannot much commend their good huf- 
bandry,^ in thofe exorbitant payments of twenty 
and fixty guineas at a time for a fcurvy pamphlet ;« 
fince the fort of work they require is what will alL 
come within the talents of any one who hath enr 
joyed the happinefs of a very bad education, hath 
kept the vilelL company, is endowed with a fervilc 
fpirit). is mafter of an empty purfe, and a heart full' 
of malice. 

But„ to fpeak: the truth in foberneft ; it fliould 
fecm a.littie hard> fince the old Whiggifli principle 
hath been recalled, of landing up ^r the liberty 
of the prefs, to a degree that no man, for feveral' 
years paft, durft venture out a thought which did: 
not fqnare to a point with the maxims and prac- 
tices that then prevailed : I fay, it is a little hard 
that the vileft. mercenaries fhould be coumenan* 
ced, preferred, rewarded, for difch'arging their 
brutalities againft men of honour, only upon a bare, 
conje^urc. 

If it fhould happen that thefe profligates havc. 
attacked an innocent perfon, 1 aik what liiiisfa<aioa: 
can their hirers give in return ? Not all the wealth. 
raked together by the moff corrupt rapacious mini- 
fters, in the longeft. courfe of unlimited power,. 
would be fufficient to atone for the hundredth part' 
of. fuch an injury. 

Id. the common way of thinking, it is a fituation 
fiifHcient. in all confciencc to faiisfy a reafonable 
ambition, for a private perfon to command the laws, 
the forces, the revenues of a. great kngdom, to re- 
ward and advance his followersand flatterers as he 
pjeafe.s.and to keep his enemies (real or imaginary) 
in the duft. In fuch an exaltation, why (hould he 
beat the trouble to nuke uic of fooU vo Cowud Vv\% 
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praifcs, (bccaufe lalways thought th« lio» wa^ hard 
fct, when he chofc the afs for his trumpeter J, or 
knaves to revenge his quarrels, at the expence of 
innocent mens reputations ? 

With all thofc advantages, Kcannot f<« whyper- 
f&ns» m the height of power, fhx)uld be under the 
leaft concern- on accfount of their reputation, for 
which they have no manner of ufe ; or to' rum 
that of otfaers) which>may perhaps be the only* 
pofTeffion their enemies have left them. Suppofing 
rimes of corruption, which I am very far from do* 
iDg, if a. writer difplays themv in their proper co- 
lon rs». does he do any thing worfe than fending 
cuftomers to the ikop ? Here 6nly, at the fign of 
the Brazen Heady are to be fold places and pennons: 
Beware of counterfeits, and take care of miftaking^ 
the door. 

For rivy.oitrn p;u:t, I.tTiink-it^very unncccflary to- 
^ve the charader of a gi'eat minifter inthe folneft 
of his power, becaufe it is a thing that naturally 
does itielf, and is obvious to the eyes oF all man- 
kind ; for his pcrfonal qualities are all derived inter 
the moft' minute parts of his adminiftration. If 
this be jgfti prudent, regular, impartial, intent up- 
on the public good, prepared for prefent exigencies, 
and provident of the future; fuch is the director 
himfclf in his private capacity : If it be rapacious, 
infolent, partial, palliating long and deep difeafes of 
the public with empirical remedies, falfe, difguifcd, 
iaipudent, malicious,, re vengeful j you (hall infalli.- 
biy find the private Ufe of the conduAor to anfwer 
iii every point ; nay, what is more, every twinge of 
the gout or gravel will be felt in their con fequences- 
by the community: As the thief- catcher, upon- 
viewing a houfe broke open, could immediately dif- 
tinguifh, from the manner of the worktnanfhip, by 
what hand it was done. 

li 1% hard to focia 9ij:aax^x!e^<^^;fkk&«bich an ex- 
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ception is not ready to ftart up : So, in the prefent 
cafe, where the minifter grows enormouily rich, 
ttie public is proportioxiably poor ; as, in a private 
family, the fteward always thrives the fafteft when 
his Lord is running out. 

^ i» i# '♦ * » * ♦ ♦ 
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L E T T E R 

T o A 

MEMBER of PARLIAMENT 
in Ireland, 

Upon the chwfmg a new Speaker there. 
Wrhicn in the Year mdccviii. 

S I R, 

XT OU may eafily bdicvc I am not at all farprifcd 
"*• at what you tell mc, fince it is but a confirma- 
tion of my own conjefture that I fent you laft weeki 
and made you my reproaches upon it at a venture. 
It looks exceeding ftrange, yet I believe it to be a 
great truth, that, in order to carry a point in yoof 
Houfe, the two following circumftances arc of great 
advantage : Firft^ To have an ill caufe ; and, fe* 
condly^ to be a minority. For both thcfc circum- 
ftances are extremely apt to invite men, to make 
them afliduous in their attendance, watchAil of op- 
portunities, aealoHs for gaining over profelytes, and 
often fuccefsfiil ; which ib not to be wondered at, 
when favour and intereft are on the fide of their 
t)pinion: Whereas, on the contrary, a majority 
%vi(h a good caufe are negligent and %pine. Tbcf 
think it (ufficicnt to declare themfelvcs upon opioi- 
on in favour of iW\r 'J^lxv^ s Wx^ ^^>Us\^ agaioft 
clac tide of favour aixd ^tttevatus ^vi'Mtw8s\ 
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fcattcrcd and driven back. In (hort, they want a 
common principle to cement, and motive to fpiric 
them. For the bare a6lin^ upon a principle from 
the diftates of a good conlcicnce, or prufpeft of 
fcrviiig the public, will not go very far under the 
prefent difpoiitions of mankind. This was amply 
verified laft feffions of parliament, upon occ ilion of 
the money-billy the merits of which I fhall not pre- 
tend to examine. It is enough that, upon the tirft 
news of Its tranTmiinon hither, in the form it after- 
wards appeared, the members, upon difcourfc with 
their friends, feemed unanimous again ft it, i mean 
thofe of bott parties, except a few, who were look- 
ed upQn as perfons ready to go any lengths pre- 
fcribed them by the court. Yet, with only a weak 
canvaffing among a very few hands, the bill pa ft, 
after a fuH debate, by a very great majority. Yet, 
1 believe, you will hardly attempt pcrfuading me, 
or any body elfe, that one man in ten, of thofc 
who changed their language, were moved by rca- 
fons any way affefting the merits of the caufe, but 
merely through hope, fear, indolence, or good- 
manners. Nay, 1 have been aflured from good 
liands, that there was ft ill a numl>er fuflicient to 
make a majority againft the bill, if they had not 
apprehended the other fide to be fecure, and 
therefore thought it imprudence, by declaring 
themfclves, to difoblige the government to no pur* 
pofe. 

RefleAiog upon this, and forty other paflliges, in 
the feveral Houfes of Commons fince the Revolu- 
tion, makes me apt to think there is nothing a Chief 
Governor can be commanded to attempt here 
wherein he may not fucceed, with a very compe- 
tent fhare of addrefs, and with inch affiftance as 
he will always find ready at his devotion. And 
therefore I repeat what I faid at fiift, that lam not 
at all furprif d at wJiat you tell irt ¥o\s'\t \\v^t^ 
hMd been the lead /paik of pubWc fpvt\l\^^x.^ \\\Qfe. 
Vol, XII. A a ^^^ 
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who wiflied well to their country, and its cc 
tion in x:hurch and ftate^ fhould, upon tl 
news of the late Speaker's promotion, (ar 
and I know it might have been done 3. gre: 
fooner) have immediately gone together, an 
fulted about the fitted perfon to fuccecd him 
by all I can comprehend, you have been 
from proceeding thus, that it hardly ever ca 
to any of your heads. And the reafon you 
the worft in the world : That none offered 
felves, and you knew not whom to pitch up 
feems, however, the other p -irty was more r 
or at leaft not fo modeft : For you fay your 
engaged againft your opinion, and feveral , 
men in my neighbourhood tell me the fam 
of theoifelves. This, I confefs, is of an v 
drain, and a good many fteps below any 
fcenfions a court will, I hope, ever require 
you. I fliall not trouble myfelf to inquire 1 
the perfon for whom you and others arc en 
or whether there be more candidates from tl 
than one. Tou tell me nothing of either, 
never thought it worth the queftion to an; 
elfe. But, in fo weighty an affair, and : 
your judgement, I cannot look upon you m 
Tocably determined. Therefore I detire yo 
give me leave to reafon with you a little up< 
iubjcA, left your compliance, or inadvei 
Ihould put you upon what you may have ca 
repent of as long as you live. 

You know very well, the great bufinefs 
high-flying Whigs, at this jundlure, is to « 
Your a repeal of the Tcftclaufc. You knon 
wife that the moderate men, both of Hig 
Low- church, profefs to be wholly avcrfe fro 
delign, as thinking it beneath the policy ol 
mon gardeners to cut down the only hed( 
ihckcrs from iVve tvovth. Now^ I will put th 
If the perfon 10 whoax ^ovjl \vvq<i '^^otsife^ 
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vote be- one of whom you have the leaft apprehen- 
iion that he wiU promote or aflent to the repealing; 
•f tkat claufe, whethei* it be decent or proper ho 
ifaould be the mouth of aii afiembly, whereof a 
▼cry great majority pretend to abhor his opinion ? 
Can a bo€^, whole mouth and heart muft go fo 
contrariway3, ever aft with finceriiy, or hardly with 
confiftencc ? Such a man is no proper vehicle to re- 
tain or convey the fenfe of the Houfe, which, in fo 
many pdnts of the greateft moment, will be direft- 
ly contrary to his. h is full as abfurd, as to prefer 
it man to a bifhopric who denies revealed religion. 
But it may poffibly be a great deal worfe. What 
if the perfon you defign to vote into that import- 
ant poft, ihould not only be a declared enemy of 
the Sacramental Ted, but fhould prove to be a fol* 
iicitor, an encourager, or even a penner of ad- 
^cfies to complain of it ? Do you think it fo indif- 
iMrent a thing, that a promife of courfe^ the effeft 
of compliance, importunity, fhame of refufing, or 
any the like motive, fhall oblige you paft the power 
of retrafting ? 

Perhaps you will tell me» as fome have already 
fead the vieaknefs, that it is of little importance to 
cither party to have a fpeaker of their lide, his bu- 
fineff being only to take the fenfe of the Houfe and 
report it ; that you often, at committees, put an 
able fpeaker into the chair on purpofe to prevent 
him from flopping a bill. Why, if it were no 
more than this ; I believe I fhould hardly chufe, 
even among my footmen, fuch a one to deliver a 
meflage, whofe interefl and opinion led him to wifh 
h might mifcarry. But I remember to have heard 
Colonel Birch of Hereford (hire fay, that be was a 
^cry forry fpeaker, whofe fingle vote was not better 
than fifty common ones. I am fure it is reckoned 
in England the firft great tclt of the prevalency q€ 
cither party in the Houfe. Sir Thomas li^vXtxow 
ibopgbt, that a Houfe of Commons mx\i «L^\tJ!K.- 
A a 2 • vcv^ 
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body go further than your pra£tice to judge of your 
principles ? 

And now I am upon this AihjeA, I cannot coo- 
dude without faying fomethiog to a very popular 
argument againfl that Sacramental TefV, which may 
be apt to ihake many of thofe who would other- 
wife wifh well enough to it. They fay it was a new 
liardfliip put upon the Dlflenters, without any pro- 
vocation ; and, it is plain, could be no way necef- 
fary, becaufe we had peaceably lived together fp 
long without it. I'hey add fome other circum- 
llances of the arts by which it was obtained, and 
the perfon by whom it was itiferted. Surely fuch 
people do not confider that the penal laws agamft 
DiiTcntcrs were made wholly ineffedtual by the con- 
nivance and mercy of the government, fo that all 
employments of the (late lay as open to them as 
they did to the beft and niofl legal fubjedls. And 
what progrefs they would have made by the ad- 
vantages of a lare conjundture, is obvious to ima- 
gine ; which 1 take to be a full anfwer to that ob- 
jcdVion. 

I remember, upon the tranfmiffion of that bill 
with the Teft-claufe inferted, the Difieoters and 
their partizans, among other topics, fpoke much 
of the good effedls produced by the lenity of the 
government : That the Prcfbytcrians were grown 
veiy inconfidcrable in their number and quality, 
and would daily come into the church if we did 
not fright ihem from it by new fe verities. When 
the u6t was pafled, they prefently changed their 
iWlCf and railed a clamour through both kingdoms, 
of the great numbers of confidrrablc gentry who were 
luid afide, and could no longer ferve their Queen 
and countjy ? Wnich hyperbolical way of reckoQ- 
ing, when it came to be melted down into truth, 
amounted to about fifteen countryjuAices, moft of 
them of the lowcft lize, for cftatc, quality, or un- 
kjferAaoding, However, this puts mc in mind of a 

^«fiaS6 
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paffagc told me by a great man, although I know 
not whether it be any where recorded. That a 
complaint was made to the King and Council of 
Sweden, of a prodigious fwarm of Scots, who, 
under the condition of pedlars, infelled that king- 
dom to fuch a degree, as, if not fuddenly prevent- 
ed, might in time prove dangerous to the Hate, by 
joining with any difcontentcd party. Meanwhile 
the Scots, by their agents, placed a good fum of 
money to engage the offices of the prime Miniftcr 
10 their behalf ; who, in order to their defence, 
told the Council^ He was affiired they were but a 
few inconfiderable people, that lived honeftly and 
poorly, and were not of any confequence. Their 
enemies offered to prove the contrary: Whereupon 
an order was made to take their numbers, which 
was found to amount, as I remember, to about 
thirty thoufand. The affair was again brought be- 
fore the Council, and great reproaches made the 
firft minifter, for his ill computation ; who prefent- 
ly taking the other handle, faid, he had reafon to 
believe the number yet greater than what was return* 
ed; and then gravely offered to the King's confidera- 
tion, whether it were fafc to render defperate fo 
great a body of able men, who had Ihtle to lofe, 
and whom any hard treatment would only ferve to 
unite into a power capable of diffurbing, if not de- 
ilroying the peace of the kingdom. And fo thej 
were fibred to continue. 
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LETTER from Sir John Browne 

T o 

DOCTOR SWIFT. 

Dawfon-Streeti April4. 1728. 

Aeverend S1R9 
1>T a ftrange fatality, though yea were the only 
" perfon in the world from whom I would con- 
ceal my being an author, yet you were unaccount- 
ably the only one Idt into the &cret of it : The ig- 
norant poor man, who was entrufted by me to de- 
liver out the little books, though he kept the fe- 
cret from all others, yet, from the nature of the 
fubjeA, he concluded that I could have no intereft 
In concealing it from you, who were lb univerfally 
known to be an indefatigable promoter of the ge- 
neral welfare of Ireland. But, though the acci- 
dent gave me fome uneafincfs at firft ; yet, when I 
confider your charaAer, I cannot doubt (however 
flender the foundation of fuch a hope may be from 
any merits of my own) but your generofitv will 
oblige you to conceal what chance has revealed to 
you, and incline you to judge of me, not from the 
report of my enemies, but from what I appear in 
the litde tra£b which have waited on you. 

I iliall not prefume, Sir^ to detain you with the 
narrative of the original, and progrefs of the par- 
iiamentary accu&uons and '^qvc^ >5i2>^ks& tm. \ al- 
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though) would you do me the honour to inquire^ 
I could cafiiy convince you from my own particu- 
lar cafe, that men have two charafters, one which 
k cither good or bad, according to the prevailing 
number of their friends or enemies, and one which, 
never varies for either : One which has little or no 
regard to the virtue or vice of the fubjedt, and one 
which regards that alone, is inherent (if I niay fay 
fo) in the iubjcdl:, and defcribes it what it really is, 
without regard either to friends or enemies. 

All I fhall beg of you, is to fu^end your judg- 
ment upon it, fince all parties allow that although 
I had feveral fummons from the Committee for 
Monday, and many evidences on the road in obe- 
dience to their fummons, yet I was tied down by 
the Committee the preceding Saturday, and de- 
prived of the benefit of all my evidences, notwith- 
flanding any thing I could urge to the contrary. 
This I hope I may fay without injury to Mr. Bing- 
ham : For fure he may be entirely innocent, and 
yet a magi Orate under the immediate direction of 
the Lord Chief- JuAice who takes examinations a- 
gainft him ; Examinations that do not even con- 
tain matter to form an indidbnent upon, may be 
innocent alfo. 

It (hall fulEce therefore to fay, I went from Ire- 
land Iwded with the fevereft tenfures of the Houfc 
of Commons : Injured, as I thought, and opprcfled 
to the greatel): degree imaginable, robbed of that 
charaAer^ which was dearer to me than life itfelf i 
and all that by an overbearing, overpowering 
intereft. 

I fought, in England, for that peace and pro- 
tection which was denied me at home. My public 
chara£ter followed me : My countrymen avoided 
me. The nature of man is Ibciable : I was forced 
to herd with ftrangers. A prime minifter, engaged 
in the fuccefs of a fcheme, wants no emiffaries to 
fpy cm all that makes for him, wid \o ^^ nsTvCos 
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what they have fouDd to their employer. I iras 
unfortunately fct by thofe fort of creatures r My 
fentiments on the ftatc of our money-matters wer«^ 
iaduftrioufly fifted through me ; and when that was 
doner before I knew any thing of the matter, I 
was fcrved with his Majcfty^is fummonsr In a hurry 
I ran out of town, and ftaid in the country a 
while ; but» on my return again, found another 
fummons at my lodgings ; add, terrified by the dif* 
tnal effeds of power at home from rifking a iecood 
fhipwreck abroad, I yielded to it^ and appeared at 
the Cockpit. 

It is true my appearance at the Cockpit, to thofe 
who knew me only by the votes of the Houfe of 
Commons, muft have looked like a defign of rcr 
venge ; and 1 had many and powerful enemies, who 
gave all my actions the worft colour. But, to take 
the matter impartially, Sir^ is there no allowance 
to he made for a mind already broken by the dif- 
mal efftAs of prevailing power, and filled with the 
apprehenfions of fecond dangers ? Is there no al- 
lowance for a man, young in the knowledge of the 
woi'Id, under allihefc fears and misfortunes, if be 
has yielded to the repeated fummons of the Coun- 
cil of England, in which his Majefty was prcfcnt, 
and if he was there, after a long and ftrenu' us op- 
pofition, forced to tell his fentiments ? Forced, 
Sir, to tell his fentiments, not in the manner re- 
prefented to the world, but in a manner the nK>ft 
cautious of giving room for a pretence to oppofe 
the inclinations of our parliament. 

But, alasj the confequerce!* You, Sir, the de* 
fendei of Ireland, was foon engaged againft me 
on that account : and that fatal genius of yours, in 
an inflant, ruined my charaAer; but, even ruis'- 
bearing as it was, I bleflTed it : The caufc which 
you undertook was dear to me ; and, though fame 
ts the la/l thing which one would facrifice even for his 
country, yet I parted wkViX\i?Ltmv\v'^t,^WT^N«^^ 
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you thought it neceflary for the public good fo to 
do : But DOW the end is ierved, Dear Sir, may not 
$he' man have his mare again ? 

Plato being told that certain perlbns afperfed his 
charaiEter, and reprefented him abroad as a very ill 
snan ; inftead of expoftulating with his enemies, 
and returning reproach for reproach^ concealed 
him(elf» faying. No matter, my friends y the vfboU 
life of Plato /hall e^ve bis accufers the He. 

Could I fet before me a greater example ! Under ' 
the general difpleafure of m^ country, under all 
the cenfures which the reftlefs malice of my ene- 
mies could devife, and under the keen edge of the 
Drapier's wit ; the only revenge I indulged myfelf, 
was by a. fteady love for my country, and by 
manifeft ads of affedtion thereto, to be a filent re- 
proach to the foul tongues of my enemies.^ 

Permit then. Sir, permit me in peace to take his 
great example ; and no longer give way to the 
power of my enemies, by continuing to oppreft 
me. They have already gained their caule by you : 
But I muft fay, it was not the fword of Ajax, but 
the armour of Achilles which he put on, that won 
the day. 

The caufe for which you undertook my ruin, 
was the caufe of my country : It was a good caufe, 
afld yoii fhall ever find me of that fide. Tou have 
carried it, and I know you will no longer be my e- 
nemy. But alas ! Sir, as long as your works fub- 
fift, wherever they be read, even unto the end of 
time, muft I be branded as a villain. It is a hard 
fentence ; and yet, unlefs the fpear of Achilles, the 
fame inftrument which gave the wound, adminifter 
the remedy, it muft be fo. 

In fhort. Sir, you muft be a man of honour : It 
is not pofiible that honour (hould be wanting where 
all the diftinguiftiing charafteriftics of it are found:' 
I cannot doubt it; and therefore, \ VvW \^\. ^Q^>^ 
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fully into a fecrct which accident has given you a 
part of, and I am fure you will keep it. 

The fource of all my misfortunes was the vote of 
the Houfe of Commons \ but I have laboured how- 
ever, as I always fhall, to ferve my country and 
make myfelf agreeable to them : And though the 
misfortune of a bad public character deprived me 
of the private converfation of my countrymen, 
which is the furefl and beft way to' know our true 
intereft ; yet I flatter myfelf that my little EiTays 
may be ufefuU at leaft they may be no bad begin- 
ning : And you know it is eafy to add to a work 
once begun. But if the work is known to be mine, 
the very name will condemn it, and render it ufe- 
iefs to my country, . 

Whatever the faults may be, I have publicly ap- 
plied to you to mend them, before the bearer's 
miftake made me determine this private appltcation 
to you : And I muft fay, that I (hall reckon it no 
fmall degree of honour, if you take that trouble 
upon you. 

In the mean time, I fhall beg the favour of you, 
to keep a fecret which no other" perfon but my 
printer, my bookfeller, and the bearer knows« 
I am, 

RETiSREND Sir, 

Your moft obedient fervant, 

JOHN BROWNE. 
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L E T T E R 

ON 

Jte. WAoCrtJLtA'i Projcft about HAXri»iNCE,' 
and 41 new one propofed. 

Wtititu ki Mdccxxfx. 

SIR, 

you defire to khow my e|>in]OB concerning 

* Mr. MacGiilla's projeft, of circulating notes 

ilaiaped 6a copper, tkat ihiS pais for the vatu^ 

ef halfpMice anid pence. I lia^e fome knowledge 

mf vhe man } and, Aaat a montb ago, be brougn^ 

m fais book) with a couple of bis hufpehh^ notes : 

But I was th^n out of order, and he cdtild iiot'be 

admitted. Since that time I callei^ at his boufe^ 

where I difcourfed the. whole affair with him as 

thoroughly as X could, t am altogether a fifanger 

to htB chan*a<£ier. lie talked to me in the iimal 

Ailcj with a great profe£^n of zeal for tHe jpubUc 

good ; whifch is the conim6n cant of alt pfojedmrs 

ky4heir bills, from a £r(t Adinifter of Slate down tdP 

a corn -cutter. Buty I iiopped him fhortl as if 

would have done a bettei^^ian ; becaufe it is tiH> 

I^Fofs a pp^rce to pafs at any time^ atid efpecialj^ 

m this age, where we all knoW one anodher lb welfj 

Yet, whoever prppofeth .any icheme, which ma# 

prove to:be^a publk benefit, X {hafii uox. c^t€^^ vl 
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it , prove likcwife very beneficial to himfelf. It is 
certain, that, ne;ct to the w^it of filver, our great- 
e(l dillrefs in point of coin is the want of fniall 
change, which may be fovnt poor relief for the 
dcfeft of the former, fince the crown will not 
pleafe to takQ that wprk upon them here as they 
do iiilEnglatfd. Oneihing in Jlr. MacCulIa's book 
is certainly right, that no law hiqders me from 
giving a payable note upon leather, wood, copper, 
brafs, iron, or any other material (except gold and 
iilver) as well as upon paper. The queftion is, 
wilCtherJ cathfue hiai on a copper bond, whecc 
there is neither hand nor feal, nor witneffes to 
prove it. To fupply this, he hath propofed, that 
the materials upon which his note is written, fhali 
he in fome degcee of value equal to the debt. But 
that is one principal matter to be inquired into. His 
icheme is this. 

He gives you a. piece of copper for a halfpenay 
or penny, ftampt with a promiflbry note to pay 
you twenty pence for every pound of copper notes, 
Whenever you fhall return them. Eight and forty 
of thefe halfjpenny pieces are to weigh a pound, and 
he fells you that pound, coined and ftamped, for 
twp^ (hiUiogs ; by which he clearly gains a little 
more than i6per cent, that is to fay, (wo pence in 
icvcry fhilling. 

' This will cei^tainly arife to a great ' fijm, if he 
fliould circulate as large a quantity of his notes 
as the kingdom, under the great dearth of filver, 
riiayvery probably require; Enough indeed to 
^ake any Irifli tradefman's fortune ; which, how- 
ever, I fliould not repine at in the leaft, if we could 
be fure of his fair dealing. It was obvious for mc 
to raife the. common obje&on, why Mr. MacCulh 
would ^ot give fecurity to pay the whole fum to any 
than who returned him his copper notes, as my Lord 
. JD^rtmbuth and Colonel Moor were by- their patents 
i^bligcd to do. To vrYvv;Sv V^ ^wc i6d& Sam^^^^^tx* 
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pllufible enough. Firfi^ He conceived that bis coios 
l^erc much nearer' to the intriniic value than any of 
thofe coined by patents, the bulk and goodnefs of 
the metal, equalling the bed Efiglilh halfpence 
made by the crown* That he= apprehends the ill- 
will of envious and defigjaing people,, who, if. *hey 
found him to have a great vent for his notes, fmcc 
he wanted the protection of a patent, might make 
* run upon hittr which he could not be able to fup- 
port^ And, feftly, that his copper, as is already 
faid, being equal in value and bulk to the EngliiU 
halfpence, he did not apprehend they fliould ever 
be returned, unlefs a combination, proceeding irotti 
ffite and envy^ might be> formed again H: him. 

Bat there areTome points in his propofai which I 
cannot well - anfwer for,^ nor do I know whether 
hci will be able to do it himfelf.' 'Jiht^rfi-is, whether 
the copper he gives us will be as good as what the 
crown provided for the Engtifh halfpence and far- 
things } And, fecondty^ whether he will always con- 
tinue to give us as good ! And, thirdly , when he 
will think fit to flop his hand, and give us 00 more I 
For I ihould be as forry to be at (He mercy of Mr* 
MacCuita; ay of Mr. Wood. 
. There is another difficulty of the laft importance. 
It is known enough that the crown is fuppofed to 
be neither gainer nor lofer by the coinage of any 
metgl : For they fubtraft, or ought to fubtraft 
no more from the intrinfic value than what wilt 
jaft pay the charges of the mint;, and how much 
that will amount to is the queftion. By what I 
eould gather from Mr. MacGulla, good copper is 
worth fourteen pence per pound. By this compu- 
tation, if he fells his copper- notes for two (hillings - 
the pound, and will pay twenty pence back, thea^ 
the expence of coinage for one pound of copper 
mnft be fix pence, which is 30 per cent. The 
world ihould be particularly fatis&ed otiv\i\^ ^.t\v(\t.^ 
^forc he vends bis notes : For xVit dA&.Q\xi2kX ^^ 
B-b z 'J^ 



%p2 A LETTER tm Mr. MacCULLA^ 

jopir cent^ i» prodigious, and vaftly more tban I 
can conceive it ought to be. For, if we add to* 
that proportion the i6 ptr cenP, which he avows to 
icecp for his own profit, there will be a difcount of 
aboux 46 jyr f/n/. Or, to reckon, Ithink, a-^fair-^ 
er way ; whoever buys a pound of Mr. MacCuIla's 
coin, at two ibillings per pound, carries home only 
the real value of fourteen pence^ which is a, pound 
of copper ; and thus he is a iofer of 41 1. 13 s, 4 d; 
fer c£.nt>, But, however, this high difcount of 30 
f^ CAnU wiU be no objeAion againft. MacCulia'l' 
propofal; becaufe, if the charge of coinage wiii 
honeftly amount to fo much, and. we (uppofe his 
copper notes may be returned upon him, he will be 
(he greater fpfferer of the two ; becaufe the buyer 
can lofe but four- pence in a pound, and MacCuUs 
XDuft lofe (ixpence, which, was. the charge o£- the 
coinage. 

Upon the whole, there are fome points whidsr 
muft be fettled to the general fatisfadion, before 
we can fafely take Mr.MacGuIla's copper- notes 
-for Y2I1LC- received ; and how he will give that fatif* 
ftaion, \fk not ;?iLhin my knowledge or conjedure^ 
The firft point is^ That we fhalfbe always* fur& or 
receiving good copper, e^ual in bulk and fihcnefs 
to the beft Englifh^ halfpence. 

The ficond point is. To know, what allowance 
he makes to himfelf, either out of the weight or 
mixture of his copper, or both, for the charge oi 
coinage. As- to the weight, the mauer is eafy by 
his ownfcheme: For, as I have faid bed(bre,,he: 
propofes forty-eight to weigh a^ pound, which he 
gives you for two fhillings, and receives it by the 
pound at twenty-pence : So that, fuppofing pore 
copper ta be fourteen pence a-pound, he makes* 
you pay 30 per cent, for the labour of coining, as I 
have already obferved, befides \6perceHti when he 
fells it. But, if to this he adds any* alloy» to debafe 
4iic metal, althougjjivtbftuot above iogerr^n/. then 
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Mr. MacCulla's promiflbry DOt6s will, to the intrin- 
fic value of the metal, be above 47 fercenu difcoiiot*' 
For, (ubttaAiDg 10 par cent, off. 60 pound wortb 
of copper, it will (to avoid fractions) 4>e about five 
imd a half /fr cent, in the whole 100 1. whicbad- 
ckd lU 

4t 13 4 
5 10 Q 

will'be;^rcmf. 47 3-4^ 

ir£at we a)re under great dxftrefs for change^*, 
add that Mr. MacCulla's copper notes, on fiippofi^ 
tioa of the metal being pure, is le6 iiid)k to titgccf 
ticm than the proje6^ at Wood, may be granted^ 
bat- filth a diicoiint* where we arc not fure even of "* 
our twenty pence a-pouody appciusJiitiiertoadeatl : 
we^c on his fcheme. 

Since I ^writ this,, calling to mrnd. that I tuldi 1 
fome copper • hal^cnce by me, I weighed iheika f 
mthth^ie of JSr. MacCuUa, asd ^bferved aa fol* - 
loitfs : 

Firftyl weighed Mr. MacOullafs ^alEpenay ui • 
gainft.an Ehglifh one of King Gharles II. whfch \ 
outweighed Mr« MacCulla's a f ounh part, or 25 . 
f€r ant.' 

imcewife weighed an Irifh Palrick and David ? 
haifpcatvyv which outw^ghed JNEr. MacCulla's va : 
l^half pir cent. It had a very fair and deep ifflk- 
preffidn, and milled very fkiilfully ronnd.^ 

I fovnd that even a commoti harp-hal^pemiyy. 
well prefervedi weighed equal to Mr« MatCuUa's» . 
And even fome of Wood s halfpence were near «• 
^nal in we^lit to his. TheceEotc^ if: k be im^ : 
that (he does not think Wood's copper to have becm > 
i^hy, he may probably gWe us wo better. 

X have laid theft loofe tbovghta togetlMf whli . 
little order, to give you, and othefs w\xo twk^ xwi^. 
thcnjj M opportunitj of digeftmg vTftCTx^wxxt^* "V 
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am no ctrcmy to Mr. MacCulla's projcft, buf £ 
would have \\ put upon a better foot. I own tha^ 
this halfpenny of King Charles II. which* I weigh - 
ed againft Mr. MacCulla's, was of the faircft kin^ 
] had feen. However, it m plain the crown couL^ 
afford it without being a lofer. But it is probably 
that the officers of the mint were then more honeft 
than they have iince thought fit to be ; for I con- 
fefs not to have met thofe of any other year {o 
weighty, or in appearance of fo good metal, among 
all the copper coins of the three laft reigns ; yet 
thefe, however, did much outweigh thofe of Mr* 
MacCuUa \ for I have tried the experiment on a 
hundred of them. I have indeed feen accidentally 
one or two very light, but it muft certainly hsiTS 
l>een done by chance, or rather, I fuppofe them to 
be counterfeits. Be that as it will, it is allowed on 
all hands, that good copper was nevep known to be 
cheaper than it is at prefent. I am ignorant of 
the price, further than by hi& informing me, that it 
is only fourteen pence a pound ; by which I ob* 
ferve he charges the coinage at 30 per cent. And 
therefore I cannot but think his dethand^ are ex- 
orbitant. But, to fay the truth,, the deamefs ov 
cheapnefs of the metal do not properly enter into 
the quedion. What we defire is, that it fhould be 
of the beft kind, and as weighty as can be afford- 
ed ; that the profit of the contriver ihould be re» 
duced from 16 to S per cent, and the charge of 
coinage, if poffible, from 30 to 10, cmt ij; atmoft. 
Mr. MacCulIa muft alfo give good fecurity that 
Ke will coin only a determinate fum, not exceeding 
twenty thoufand pounds ; by which, although he 
ibould deal with all uprightnefe imaginable, and 
make his coin as gOQd as that I weighed of King 
Charles II. ; he will at 1 6 per cent, gain three thov 
iand two hundred pounds : A very good additional 
iob to a private tiadtficsv^ti'^ fQxtuuic^ 
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t mnft advife him alfo to employ better work* 
ment and make his imprelBons deeper and plainer; 
by which a nfing rim may be left about the edge of 
bis coin> to preferve the letter from wearing^ out 
roo Toon. He hath no wardens or mafters, or o»- 
tber officers of the mint, to fuck up' hisprofit; 
and, t&erefore, can afford to coin cheaper thaft 
the crown, if he will but find good materials, pro* 
per implements, and fkilful workmen.- 

Whether this projcft will fuccced in Mr. Mae*' 
CuUa's hands, (which, if it be honeftly eiLecuted, 
I fliould be glad to fee) ; one thing I am confident 
of, that it might be eaiily brought to perfeAioO', 
by a fociety of nine or ten honeft gentlemen of for»- 
tunev who wifh well to their country, and would 
be content to be neither gainers nor lofers, further 
thair the baiK- intereft of their money* And Mr. 
MacCuUa, as being the firft ftarter of the fcheme*, 
might be confidered and rewarded by fuch a focie*- 
tf^ wheveof, although I am not a man of for- 
tune, I fhould think it an honour and happinefs to. 
.be one, eren with borrowed money upon the heft 
-fecurity I could give. And, firfl, I am'Confidentv 
without any 'Iklll but by general reafon, that the 
charge of coining copper would be very much leis 
than jp per' cent. Secondly, I believe ten thoufand 
pounds^ in halfpence and farthings, would be fuf- 
ficient for the whole kingdom, even under our 
great and moft unneceffary difirefs for the want of 
filver; and that, without fuch a difirefs, half the 
Turn would fuffice. 

• For I compute and reafon thus : The city of 
Dublin, by a grof» computation, contains ten thou* 
fand families ; and, I am told by fhopkeepers, 
that, if filver were as plenty as ufual, two fhillings 
in copper would be fufficieot, in the.courfe of bu- 
.finefs, for each family.; but, in confideration of 
the want of filver, I would allow fivt f!b^vci^v;^ 
^acbfdmiljr, wtxkh wpuld axaouut to a^o^V^^'^^-k 
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td hdp this, I would recomoiefiid a currency of all 
the genuiae undefaccd harp-halfpence, which arc 
left of Lord Dartmouth's and Moor's patents, un* 
d^King Charles II.; and the fmall Patrick aa4 
Savid for farthings. To the reft of the kingdom 
I would affign the 7500 1. remaining; reckoning 
Dublin to aiifWer one fourth of the kingdom, as 
•London is judged (o anfwer (if I miftake not) one^' 
third of England ; I mean in the view -of AMoef . 
only. 

To compute our want of fmull change by the 
number of fouls in the kingdom, beiides' being . 
perplexed, is, I think, by no means juft. They 
have been reckoned at a uitlUon and'a half^ -Wfaere^ 
of a million at leaft are beggars, -id all circumftaa^ 
res except that of wandering sdxMit for alms-; an4 
that circumftance may arri^Coon enough, whem 
it will be time to add another ten thoufajod pounds 
in copper. But, . without doubt, the famiiUes of 
Ireland, who lie chiefly- udder the difficulties «£ 
wanting fihall change^ -caimot be above forty or* 
iifty thoufiind ; which the fum -of ten thoufand > 
pounds, with the addition of the faireft old half* 
|ience, would tolerably fupply. For, if we give too 
great a loofe to ' any projector co-pour in upon* 
lis what he pleafes, the kingdom will be, (how 
•fliall I exprefs it under our pidient CBTCimiftaneei?) 
more than undone. 

And hence aptpears, in a vesy fbMmg light, the 
viHainyof Wood, who propofed 'the coiaage of 
one hundred and eighty thoufand pounds to cop* 
per, for rhe ufe of Ireland; whereby* evei^ family 
•in tbe kingdom vi^ould be loaden with ten or a do« 
^n fhiliiogs although Wood might not tninfgrefc 
tike bounds of his patent^ and aMiough no com^ 
terf'eics, either at home or abroad,- were added to 
she number ; the contrary to both which wonM ■ 
vadubitHlAj have mvi^d* ^^ ttliinioiiM^ are 
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great men on the other fide, \pho talk of a millioa 
with as little ceremony as we do of half a crown. 

Bat, to return to tLe propofal I have made : 
Suppoie ten gentlemen, lovers of their- country, 
fhoiud raife 200 1. a-piece ; and, from the time 
the money is depofited as they fhall agree, fhould 
begin to charge u with (t^^n per cent, for their own 
ufe : That they (hould as foon as poffible provide. 
S' mint and good workmen, and buy copper fuffi- 
cient for coining two thoufand pounds,, fubtra^ftiog 
a fifth part of the interefl of ten thoufand pounds 
for the charges of the tools, and fitting up a place 
for a mint ; the other four parts of the fame in* 
lereft. to be fubtra£led equally out of the four re- 
maining coinages of 2000 1. each, with a juft aL- 
iowaoce for other necefiiary incidents. Let the 
charge of coinage be fairly reckoned, and the kingf 
dom informed of it, as well as of the price of co^ 
per. Let the coin be as well and deeply fiiairlpect 
at it ought. Let the metal be as pure as can con*' 
fift to have it rightly, coined, (wherein I am whollj. 
igporant) and the bulk as large as that of King: 
Charles II. And let this club of' ten gcndcme^ 
C^d-iKeir JQiat fecttrity to reoeirc an iu«. coins tbey 
ritut out for feven or ten years, and return gold^ 
and fiJver. without any defalcation. 

Let the fame club or company, when they have, 
ifiued out the. firflr^two thoufand pounds, go on the 
fecond year, if they find a demand, and that their 
fthemc hath anfwered to their own intentianas 
well as to the fatbfa£Hon of the. p&blic ; and, if. 
thtj^n^'j per^ cent, not fufficie»f» let them fub* 
trad 8, beyond which 1 would not have them go^t 
And, when they have, in two years, coined tea 
thoufand pounds, let them give public notice that 
they will proceed no farther, but fhut up theSr 
mint, and difmifs their workmen j un left the real*,, 
univerfalf ux^ioUicited declarailoa q( vVnt t«}>^\v^ 
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and gentry of the kingdom (hall fignify a dcCra 
that they fliould go on for a certain lum farther. 

This company may cntcr/into certain regulations 
among thcmfeives, one of which fliould be, to 
keep nothing concealed, and duly to give an ac- 
count to the world of their whole methods of aft« 
ing. 

Give me leave to compute, wholely at random^ 
what charge the kingdom will be at, by the lofs of 
intrinfic value in the coinage of 10,000 1. in cop* 
per, under the management of fuch a fociety of 
gentlemen. 

Firft^ It is plain, that, inftead of fomcwhat more 
than 16 per cent, as demanded by Mr. MacCulla* 
this fociety defires but 8 per cehU 

Secondly^ Whereas- Mr. MacCulIa charges tht 
expence of coinage at 30 per cent, I hope and be* 
lieve this fociety will be able to perform it at ten. 

Thirdly y Whereas it doth not appear that Mr* 
MacCuUa can give any fecurity for the goodnefs of 
his copper, becaufe not one in ten thoufand have 
the ikiil to diftinguilh ; the fociety will be all en-* 
gaged that theirs Ihall be of the beft ftandard. 

Fourthly J That, whereas, l/tt. RracCuUa's^half-' 
pence are one fourtb^part lighter, than that kind 
coined in the time of King Charles II. thefc gentle* 
men will oblige themfelves to the public, to give the 
coin of the fame weight and goodnefs w-ith tho£i 
halfpence, unlefs they ihall find theyrcannot aSord 
it ; and, in that cafe,, they (hall beforehand inforai 
tlie public, fliew- their reafons, andifigoify hovr 
large they can make, them- without being lofersi 
and fo give over or purfue their fcheme, as ihcy 
£nd the opinion- of the \w>rld to be. However, I- 
do not doubt but they, can afford them as Urge, 
«nd of as good metaW as the bed Englifli halfpence 
that have been coined in the three laft reigns, which 
very much outweigh thofe of Mr MacCulla. And 
tills advantage wWV anfc \t\ ^xo^oiuow^ Vj \d53BL- 
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5ng the charge of coinage from 30 per cent, to 10, 
or 15, or 20 at moft. Bui; I confefs myfclf in the 
dark on that article ; only^ I think it impoflible it 
fhould amount to any proportion near 30 per cent* 
otherwiie the coiners of thofe counterfeit half- 
pence, called Raps^ would have little encouragement 
to follow their trade. 

But the indubitable advantages by having the 
s^ahagCBient in fuch a fociety, would be the paying 
%per cent* inftead of 16, the beiag £ur£ of the 
goodnefs and juil weight of the coin, and the pe- 
riod to'be^ put to any fi^rther coinage than what 
was abfolutely neceflary to fupply the wants and 
deiires of the kingdom : And all this under the 
fccuiityiof ten gentlemen , of credit and fortune, 
who would be ready to give the beft fecurity ai>d 
fatisfiEi6tion, that they had no.defign to turn the 
fcheme-into a. job. 

As to any^miftakes Ihave made incomputatioru 
they are of little moment; and 1 fhall not defccud 
fo low as to juflify them again ft any. caviller. 

The firongeft.objeflion againft what I offer, and 
which perhaps may make it appear vifionary, is the 
difficulty to tfind half a fcore gentlemen, who, out 
of a public fpirit, will be at the trouble, for.no 
more profit than one per cent, above the legal ia- 
tereft, to be overfeers of a mint for five years ; and, 
perhaps, withoiu any juftice, raife the clamour of 
the people againft them. Befides, it is .moft cer* 
tain» that many a/quire is as fond of a job, and as 
deztrous<'to make the beft of it, as Mr. MacCulla 
himfelf, or any of his level. How&ver, I do not 
doubt but there may be ten fuch perfons in this 
town, if they had only fome vifible mark to know 
them at fight. Yet I juft foreiee another inconve- 
fiiency : That knavifli men are fitter to deal with 
fithers of their, own denominadon ; while thoCc 
who are honeft and beft intentloned^ rcv?L^ \i^ >^^ 
mfkruwismsof as much inifchicf to die ^u\>V\c^ ^w 
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"Want 6f cunnxrig, as the greateft ktiaves ; andiaoreY 
'becaufe of the charitable opinion which thej are 
^pt to have of others. Therefbve, how to join the 
;prudence of the ferpent with the innocencj of the 
^ove ill this aflUr, is the moft difficuh point. It 
is not fo hard to find an honeft man, as to make 
this honeft man aftive,^ and vigilant* and fkilful ; 
which i douht will require a fpnr of profit greater 
than my fcheme will afibrd him, uale6 he will be 
twatcnted with the honour of ferving his country; 
«nd the reward of a good ceinfcience. 

After- reviewing whacJ had written, I fee 'Hrj 
wril that I have not given any allowance for the 
fivft charge of preparing all tfangs necetfary for 
coining, which, I am told, will amount to itbaift 
do6 1. befides 20 1. per amimn for five jestrt rem of 
.a houfe to wotk in. I can only fay, that ilnl 
making in all 300 1. it will be an addition ef ni 
«ftOre than tbrtefer cent, out of ^ifo,oook 

<But the great advantages to the public, by hwmg 
the coinage placed in the baixb of ten gentlemen^ 
fach a& I have already defcribed, (if iuch are to be 
found) are thefe ^ 

Firft^ They propofe no ether gain to themfblvei 
Aan I per tent, above the legal tntereft for the 
money they advance; which will hardly a£Rnti 
them cofiee when they meet at their mim-houfe. 

Secondly^ They bind themfelvcs to make their 
eoins of as good copper as the beft Enghfb half- 
pence, and as well coined, and of equal weight: 
And do likewife bind themfelves to charge the 
public with not one farthing for the expeooe of 
toinage, more than it fhall really ftand them in. 

Thirdly y They will, for a Ihnited term of fcvea 
or ten years, as fhall be thought propor tipon mi- 
ture confideration, pay gold and filver, withotit Zf 
ny defalcation, for all their owtt coin that IhxU h 
returned upon their hands* 
Feurthly^ They wV!^x«hA ^At« Ostt thtf coios fHiO 

Vtve 



\ 
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liave a *decp impFfeffion, leaviivg a riiing rim oti 
.both £des, to prevent their being defaced in a long 
«tiine; and the edges (hall be milled. 

I fttppofe they need not be very apprebenflve of 
counterfeits, tirhich will be difficult to make fo as 
not to be difcovered : For it is plain that thofe bad 
halfpence, called Raps^ are fo eafily diftinguifhed, 
even from the moft ^orn genuine halfpenny, that 
tiobbdy will now take them for a farthing, altho' 
sunder the great prefcnt want of change. 

i (hall htr^ fubjoin fome computations relating 
to Mr. MacCuUa's copper notes. They were fent 
<o me by a perfon well ikilled in fuch calculations, 
-art'd therefore I refer them to the reader. 

Mr. MacCulla charges good copper at fourteen 
pence per pound, but I know not whether he 
means Avoirdupois or Troy weight. 

Avoirdupois is ^6 oz. to a lb. 6960 grains, 

A pound Troy weight, 57^0 grains* 

Mr. MacCuUa's copper is fourteen pence per 
pound Avoirdupois. 

Two of JMr. MacCulla^s penny-notes, one with 
another, weigli 524 grains^ 

By which computation, 2 s, of his 

notes, which he fells for l lb. 

weight, ^vill weigh 6288 grains, 

Sut I lb. Avoirdupois weighs, as 
' above, 6960 grains. 



This difference mates 10 per cent, to Mr. Mac- 
CuUa's profit, in point of weight, 
^he old Patrick and David hal^enny / 

weighs 149 grains. 

3Mr, MacCulla's halfpenny weighs 131 grains. 

The difference is i& 

Vfbkh 23 equal to 10 i -half ftr cenU 

Vol. XII, C 1; ^ "^"^^ 
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ITbe Englifh halfpenny of King ' 

Charles >II. weighs idygrab). 

^acCulla's halfpenny weighs 131 grains. 

The difference is ^ 

Which difference allowed a fifth part, is 20 per 
xent* 

Another computation. 
Mr. MacCulla allows his pound of copper (coin- 
age included) to be worth'^wenty-vpeac^^ for whick 
Jie demands two fhilllngs. 

His coinage he computes at fixpence per pound 
weight; therefore, by laying out only twei)tf 
pence, and gaining fourpence, he makes ,pcr cent. 
^3rofit 20 

The fixpence per pound weight, allow- 
ed for coinage, makes per cent, jo 
The want of weight in his halfpenny, 

compared as above, is per cent* 10 

•By all which, {viz, coinage, profit, and^ — 
want of wcigui) the public loksper> 60 
cent, J — 

Jf Mr. MacCulla's coins will not pafs, and he 
refufcs to receive them back, the owner cannot 
i'ell them at above twelvepence per pound weight; 
whereby, with the defeft of weight of 10 per cent. 
he will lofe 60 per cent. 

The fcheme of the fociety, raifed as high as It 
can poffibly be, will be only thus : 
For intereft of their money, per cent, 8 

For coinage, inftead of 10, fiippofe, ^t moft 

per cent, %9 

For 300 1. laid out for tools, a mint, and 
houfe-rent, charge 3 per cent, upon the 
^coinage of io,o«o 1. 3 

Charges in all' upon intercft, coinage, &c. 
percent. 31 
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Whichy with all the advantages abovementioned 
0% the goodhefs of the metal, the , largenefs of tba 
cofn, the deepnefs and ^irnefs of the impreffion^ 
the aflurance of the focietj confining itfelf to fuck 
a fum as they undertake^ or as the kingdom fhall 
approve ; and laftly, their paying in gold or filver 
for all their Coin retuisned upon their hands, with- 
out any defalcation, ^ould be of mighty benefit* to 
the kingdom , and, with a little (leadinefs and ac*. 
tlvity, could, I doubt not, be eafily compaiTed* 

I would not in this fcheme recommend the me- 
thod of promiflbry notes after Mr. MacCulla's^ 
ii\anner ; but, as I have feen in old Irifh coins/ 
the words Civitas Dublin on one fide, with the 
year of our Lord, and the Irifh harp, on the r4» 
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LETTER 

TO THE 

ARCHBISHOP OF DUBLIN, 

CONCERNING thz WEAVERS* 

My LoRD> 
'T'HE Corporation of Weavers, in the woolka 
■*• manufafturc, who have fo often attended your 
Grace, and called upon me with their firhemes aod? 
propofals, were with me on Thurfday lad ; when he 
who fpoke for the reft, and in the name of his abfent 
brethren, faid, it was the opinion of the whole body, 
that if fomewhat were written at this time by an 
able hand, to perfuade the people of this kingdom 
to wear their own woollen manufadlures, it might 
be of good life to the nation in general, and pre- 
ferve many hundreds of their trade from ftarving. 
To which I anfwered, That it was hard for any 
man oF common fpirit to turn his thoughts to fuch. 
fpeculations, without difcovering a refentment which 
people are too delicate to bear. For I will not de- 
ny to your Grace, that I cannot refleil on the lin- 
gular condition of this country, different from all 
others upon the face of the earth, without fome c» 
motion, and without often examining, as^I pafs the 
ftreets, whether thofe animals which come in my 
way, with two legs and human faces, clad and creft, 
be o£ the fame fpecics with what I have fecn very 

like 
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like them in England, as^ to the outward fhape, but 
differing in their notions, natures, and intelleAuals^ 
more than any two kinds of brutes in a foreft y 
which any man of common prudence would imme* 
diately difcover, by periuading them to define whar 
they mean by law, liberty, property, courage^ rea- 
fon, loyalty, or religion. 

One thing, my Lord, I am very confideiat of ^ 
that if God Almighty, for our fins, would moft 
5uftly fend us a peSilence, whoever fhould dare to 
difcover his grief in public for fuch a vifitation,. 
would certainly be cenfured for difaffe^on to the 
government. For I folemnly profcfs, that I do not 
know one calamity we have undergone thefe many 
years, whereof any man, whofe opinions were not 
in fafiiion, dared to lament, without being openly 
charged with that imputation. And this is the 
harder, becaufe although a mother, when fhe haih 
corrected her child, may fometimes force it to kifi^ 
the rod, yet fhe will never give chat power to the 
foot-boy or the fcullion. 

My Lord, There are two things for the people 
of this kingdom to confider: Fir/it Thciv prefeut. 
evil condition ; and, fecondly^ What can be done in 
fome degree to remedy it. 

I Ihall not enter into a particular defcripiion 06 
€KMr prefcnt mifery : It hath been -already done in 
fevcral papers, and very fully in one intituled A 
Jhort View of the State of Ireland. It will be enough 
to mention the entire want of trade, the navigation- 
aft executed with the utmoft rigour, the rcmiifion 
of a million every year to England, the ruinou*; 
importation of foreign luxury and vanity, the op- 
preffion of landlords^ and difeouragement of agri- 
culture. 

Now all thofe evils are withouH: the poflibility of 
a cure, except that of importations ; and to fence 
againft ruinous folly will be always in our power,, 
ia I'pitc of the difcouragements^ moriificaiions, con- 
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tdnpr, hSLttcdy and oppreffioQi we labour underr 
But our trade will never mend, the navigation-aft 
sever be foftencd, our abfentees never return, ouc 
cndlefe foreign payments never be leflened, our own 
landlords never be lefs exadting. 

AH other fchemes for preferving this kingdom 
from utter ruin are idle and viiionarj, confequentlf 
drawn fromwrong reaibning, and from general to- 
pics, which, for the fame caufes that thejr may be 
true in alL nations, are certainly falfe in ours ; as I 
have told the public often, enough, but with as little 
cffeA. as what i (hall fay^ at prefent is likely to pro* 
duce. 

lam weary of fo many abortive projcfls^for the 
advancement of trade ; of fo many, crude, propo^ 
ials, in letters (ent nne from unknown-hands;.. of fo 
many comradi&ory fpeculations,, about raifing or 
finking the value of. gold or iilver : Lain not in the 
leaft forry to hear of the great numbecs going to 
America, although very much for the caufes that 
drive them from us, fihce the uncontrolled maxim, 
** That people are the riches of a nation," is no 
maxim heiie under our circumftances. We have 
neither manufa£tares to employ them about, nor 
food to fupport them. 

If a private gentleman's income be funk irretriev- 
ably for ever from a. hundred pounds to fifty, and 
chat he hath no other method to fupply the defici- 
ency, 1 defire to know, my Lord, whether fuch a 
perfon hath any other courfe to take, than to fink 
half his expiences in every article of oeconomy, to 
fave himfclf from ruia and a jail. Is not this more 
than doubly the cafe of Ireland, where the want of 
Bioney, the irretrievable ruin, of trade,, with the 
other evils above mentioned, and many more, tbo' 
"well known and felt, and too numerous or invidi- 
ous ta relate, have been gradually finking us for 
above a dozen years paft,. to a degree that we arc 
at leaft by two thirds in a worfc condition than w4s 

ever 
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ecer known fince the Revolution. Therefore, fn« 
flead of dreams and projeAs for advancing of trade^^ 
we have nothing left but to £nd out fome expedi* 
ent whereby wc may reduce our expences to our* 
incomes^ 

Yet this-procedure, allowed fo* nece£&ry In all 
private families, and in its own nature fo eafy to bo 
put in praAlce, may meet with firong oppofitioa 
by the cowardly^ flavifh, indulgence of the men, to 
the intolerable pride, arrogance, vanity and luxury 
of the women ; who, flridly adherbg to the rulas 
of modern education > feem to employ their whole 
ftock of invention in contriving new arts of pro- 
fufion fafter than the moft parlimonious hufband 
can afford : And to compafs this work the more 
effeAually, their univerfal maxim is, to defplfft and. 
deteft every thing of the growth and manufadure 
of their own country, and moft to value whatevesv 
comes^ from the very remote^ parts of the globe. 
And I am convinced, that, if the virtuofi could 
once find out a World in the moon, with a paflage 
to it, oup women wovdd. wear nothing but what 
came direAly from thence* 

The prime coft of wine yearly imported to Ire-f 
land is valued at 30,000 7. ; and the tea (including 
coffee an(d. chocolate) at five times that fum. The 
lace, filks, calUcocs, and all. other unncccffary or.- 
naments for women, including Engliih cloths and 
ftufis,. added to the former articles, make up (to 
compute grofsly), about 4po,ooo L 

Now, if we fhould. allow the 30,000./. wherein 
the women have their fhare, and which is all we 
have to comfort us, and dedud 70,000 /. more for 
ove]:-reaching« there would ft ill remain 300,000 L 
annually fpcnt, for unwholeft)me drug§ and unne^ 
ceflary finery. Which prodigious fum would be 
wholly faved, and many thoufands of our mifera- 
ble ftiop- keepers and manufa(Aurers comfortably 
fugported*. 
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Let fpecnlative people bufy their brains as mncb 
as they pleafe, there is no other way to preyem this 
kingdom from finking for ever, than by utterly re- 
nouncing all foreign drefs and luxury. 

It is abfolutely fo in faft, that every hufband, of 
any fortune in the kingdom, is novrifhing a poi- 
fbnous devouring ferpent in his bofonv, with ail the 
mifchief, but with none of its wifdom. 

If all the women were clad with the growth of 
their own country, they might ftill vye with each 
ether in the courfe of foppery, and ftill have room 
left to vie with each other, and equally fhew their 
wit and judgement in decicHng upon the variety of 
Irifh ftuffs. And, if they could be contented with 
their native wholefome flops for breakfaft, we (hould 
hear no more of their fplecn, hyfterics, cholics, 
palpitations, and afthmas. They might ftill be al- 
lowed to ruin each other, and their hufl>ands at 
play, becaufe the money loft would only circulate 
among ourfclvcs. 

My Lord^ I freely Own it a wild imagination, 
that any words will cure the fottiflinefs of men, or 
the vanity of women ; but the kingdom is in a fair 
way of producing the moft cffi;ftual remedy, when 
there will not be money left for the common courfe 
of buying and felling the very neceflaries of life in 
our markets, unlcfs we abfolutely change the whole 
method of our proceedings. 

The corporation of weavers in woollen and filk, 
who have fo frequently offered propofats both to 
your Grace and to me, are the hotteft and coldcft 
Igcncration of men that 1 have known. About a 
month ago they attended your Grace, when I had 
the honour to be with you, and defigned me the 
fame favour. They defired you would recommend 
to your clergy to wear gowns of Irifh ftufis, which 
might probably fpread the example among all their 
brethren in the kingdom ; and, perhaps, among 
the lawyers and gentlemen of the univcrfity, and 

among 
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tmong the citizens of thofe corporations who ap- 
pear in gowns on folemn occafions. I then men* 
fioned a kind of ftuff, not above eight pence a yard, 
which I heard had been contrived by fome of the 
trade, and was very convenient. I defired they 
wonld prepare fome of that, or any fort of black 
ftuff, on a certain day, when your Grace would 
appoint as many clergymen as could readily b& 
found, to meet at your palace, and there give their 
opinions ; and that, your Grace's vifitation ap- 
proachingy you could then have the beft opportu- 
nity of fqeing what could be done in a matter of 
fach (ionfequence, as they feemed to think, to the 
woollen manufafture. But, inftead of attending, 
as wias cxpefted, they came to me a fortnight aficr 
with a new propofal, that fomethiQg (hould b^ 
written, by an acceptable and able hand, to pro- 
mote in general the wearing of home manufa£tures^ 
and their civilities would £x that wt>rk upon me. 
I aOced if the; had prepared the (hi^, as they had 
profnifed-, and your Grace expefted ;. but they had" 
riot made tfcc leaft ftep in the matter, nor, as it ap- 
j^ears, thought of it more. 

I did, fome years ago, propofe to the ma(lerf 
and principal dealers in the home manufa£lures o( 
filk and wool, that they fliould meet together; and 
after mature confideration, pubiifli advertifements 
to the following purpofe. 

That, in order to encourage the wearing of Irifb 
mianufaftures in filk and woollen, ihey gave notice 
to the ndbility and gentry of the kingdom. That 
they, the under iigned, would enter into bonds for 
themfclves, and for each other, to fell the feveral 
forts of fluffs, ctoths, and filks, made to the beft 
perfedlion they were able, for certain fixed prices ; 
and in fuch a manner, that, if a child were fcnt to 
any of their (hops, the buyer might be fecure- of 
the value and goodnefs, and meai'ure of the ware: 
And, left this might be thought to.lpok like a mo- 
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nopolf ,. any other member of the trade might bi 
admitted, upon fuch conditions as fhould be agreed 
on. And, if any perfon whatfoever fhould < cotn-» 
plain that he was ill ufedin the value andgpodnefe 
of what he bought, the matter (hould. be examin* 
ed, the perfon injured be fully fatisfied by the 
whole corporation, without delay, and the diflio* 
neft feller be ftruck out of the fociety^ unlefs it ap- 
peared evidently that the failure proceeded oulj^ 
from miilake. 

The moral danger is, that i( thefe dealers couli 
prevail, by the goodnefs and cheapnefs of their 
cloths and ftuffs, to give a tucn to the principal 
people of Ireland in favour of their goods, they , 
would relapfe into the knavifh praAice peculiar to 
thb kingdom, which is apt to run through all trades^ 
even fo low as a common ale- feller ; who, as foon 
as he gets a vogue for his liquor, and outfells his. 
neighbours, thinks his credit will put off the word 
he can buy, till his cuftomers will come no more. 
Thus I have known at London, in a general mourn* 
ing, the drapiers dye black all their old damaged 
goods, and fell them at double rates, then complaia 
and petition the court, that they are ready to ftarve 
by the continuance of the mourning. 

Therefore, I fay, thofe principal weavers, who- 
would enter into fuch a compaft as I have men- 
tioned, mull give fufficient fecurity againfl all fuch. 
praftices i For, if once the women can perfuade 
their hufbands, that foreign goods, beCdes the fi- 
nery, will be as cheap, and do more fervice, our 
laft, ftate will be worfe thaa the firft. 

I do not here pretend to digeft; perfeftly thfi mc^ 
thod by which thcfc principal (hop keepers fliall 
proceed in fuch a propofaL; but my meaning is- 
clear enough, and cannot reafonably be objcfked 
againft. 

We have feen what a deftruitlve lofs the king- 
dom received, by the deteftable fraud of the raer* 

chantSf. 
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«haats, or northern linen -weavers, or both; noN 
withftanding ail the care of the governors at that 
4>oard, when we had an offer of commerce with 
the Spaniards for our linen, to die value, as I am 
told, of 300,000 /. a year. But, while we deal like 
pecUars, we fhall pra£tife like pedlars, and facrifice 
alL hooefiy to the prefent urging advantage. 

What I have faid may ferve as an anfwer to the 
defire made me by the corporation of weavers, that 
I .would offer my notions to the public. As to any 
thing further, let them apply themfelves to thetpar* 
iiament in their next'fcilion. Let them prevail on 
theHoufe of Commons togrant on every reafonable 
requeft ; and 3 (hall think there is flill fome fpiric 
left in the nation, when I read a vote to this pur« 
pofc : Refolved, nemint contradicenUy That this 
Houfe will, for the future, wear no cloths but fuch 
as arc made of Irifti growth, or of Irifh manufac- 
ture, nor will permit their wives or children to wear 
any other : And that they will, to the utmoft, en* 
•deavour to prevail with their friends, relations, de- 
pendents, and tenants, to follow their example* 
.And if, at the fame time, they could banifh tea, 
and coffee, and chinaMvare, out of their families, 
and force their wives to«chat their fcandal over an 
infufion of fage, or other wholefome domeftic ve- 
getables, we might pofilbly be able to fubfift, and 
pay our abfsntees, penfioners, generals, civil offi- 
cers, appeals, colliers, temporary travellers, ftu- 
dents, Ichodlboys, fplenetic vifiters of Bath, Tun- 
bridge, and Epfom, with all other fmaller drains, 
by fending our crude unwrought goods to England, 
and receiving from thence, and all other countries, 
nothing but what is fully manufactured, and keep 
a few potatoes and oatmeal for our own fubfift- 
ence, 

I have been, for a dozen years paft, wifely prog- 
lioftica^ting the prefent condition of this kingdom \ 
which any human creature, of con>tCLOufctAt,co\^^ 
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f oretel, with as little fagacity as m^elf. My mean* 
ing is, that a confumptive body mud needs die, 
which hath fpeut all its fpirits, and received no 
fiouriflnnent. Yet I am often tempted to pity, 
5iirhen I hear the poor-farmer and cottager lament* 
ing the hardncfs of the times, and imputing theia 
either to one or Cwo ill feafons, which better cli- 
mates than ours are more expofed to ; or to fear- 
city of filver, which to a nation of liberty, would 
only be a flight and temporary laconveniencei tok 
removed at a month's warning. 
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ANSWER 

TOSEVERAL 

LETTERS from unkno>;^n Persons. 

Written in the Year M.DCC.xxir. 



I 



Gentlemen, 

A M inclined to think that I received a letter 
from yon two * laft fummer, dircfted to Dublin, 
while I was in the country, whithel* it was fent me, 
and I ordered an anfwer to it to fee printed ; but, 
it feemsi it bad little tfkCl, and I f\i]^p6ie this ^m 
HaTe no^ much more. But tfie heart of this peopfd 
is waxed grofs, and their ears are diifl of hearinj;^ 
and their eyes they have clofed. And, gentlemen, 
I am to tell ybn Another thing : That the ^orld h 
too regardlefs of what we writfc for the ptft>!?c 
good : That, after we haVc delivered bur thougfits, 
i^ithout any profpeil of advantage, or of rcptrta- 
tion, which Utter is not to be had btit b^ Mnttlh* 
ing our names, we cannot prevail upt)h a printer to' 
be at the charge of fending it hito the worfe, unlefs 
wc will be at allj or half the exjpcncc : And, al- 
though we are willing enfough to b^dw our H* 
bours, we think it unreafohable to Vk out 6f p6t* ' 
kct; bccaufc it; probably, may iidt cohftR^fth'dlc 
fituatioh of otrr afiairs. 

. ♦ Truman aad Layficld. 
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I do very much approve your good intentions, 
and, in a great mcafure, your manner of declannjg 
fhem ; and, J do imagine you intended that the 
world (hould not only know your fentiments, but 
my anfwer, which! fhali impartially give. 

That^rcat Prelate, jn whofe cover you dircacd 
your "letter, fent it to me this morning ; andl bc- 
,gm my anfwcr to-night, not knowing what inter- 
ruption I may meet with. 

I have ordered your Jctter to be printed, as it 
ought to be, along with my anfwer ; becaufe, I 
conceive, jt will bcmo^e aciQeptable and informing 
to the kingdom. 

I (hall therefore now go on to anHver your letter 
in all manner of fincerity. 

Although your letter be direftcd to me, yet I 
fake myftlf to be only an imaginary perfon ; for al- 
tho'I conjefture I had formerly one from you, yet I 
Kever anAver^d it X)therwHe than ia{)dnt.; neither 
was ^ at a lofs to know the reafons why fo many 
people of this kingdom were tranfporting them- 
selves to America. And, if this encouragemexu 
Here owing to a pamphlet written, givipg an ac- 
count of the country of Pen nfylvanis^, to tempt 
people to go thither; Ldo declare that diofe who 
Kfere tempted, by fucb a, narrative, to fuch a jour- 
ney, were fools* ?nd the author a moft impudent 
knave ; at loift, if it he thei^me pamphlet I faw 
when .it^rft came out, which is above twen^-^vis 
yjcars ago, dedicated to William Penn, (whom, by a 
miftake, you call Sir WilliamPcnn) and ftylinghim, 
4>y authority of the Scripmre, Moft Noble po- 
yernor. For I was very well acquainted with Penn, 
and did, fome years ^t^r, talk wi^h him upon tha 
pamphlet, and t\it impi^dence of the author, who 
fpoke fo ai^m things in praife of the foil and di- 

?iate ,which rctm himfelt did abiplutely contradiA. 
or, he did aQure m.e, that .this country wanted 
■lliciliolcer.Qfsiattittabis which left it open to the 
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ifdf thern winds from Hudfon's Bay and the FrozcA 
Sea, which deflrbyed all plantations of trees, and 
Was even pernidious to all common vegetables. ButJ 
ibdeed; New-York; Virginia, and other parts leis 
northward, or more defended by mountains, ard 
d^icribed as exccllcrtt countries ; but, ufpon what 
conditions of advantage foreigners go thither, I aiA 
yet to feck.' 

W*hat evils otlr people: ai^id by rutining froni 
hfence, is eafier to be determined. They conceive 
themfelves to live under the tyrantiy of moft cruel 
exafting landlords; who have no view further thari 
increafing their rent-rolls. Seccndfyy you cotnplaia 
of the want of trade, whereof yoir feem not to 
know the reafortr. Thirdly \ You lament moft juftly 
the money fpent by abfentees in England. Fourthly ^ 
Y^u complain' thtt your Hnen^manufafture dc- 
ciioes.^' Fifthly i That your tyth-coUcftors opprefi 
you.. Sixthly f That your children have no hope^ 
of preferment in the church, th'e revenue, or th6 
army ; to which you might have- added the lavr^^ 
and att civil" ' employments " what focver. Seventhly^ 
Tou are undone for want of filver, and want all o^ 
ther money. 

I could eafily add fome other motives, which, to 
men of fpirit, who defirc and expeA, and thinb 
they d^ferve the common privileges of human na- 
turC) would be of more force than any you have 
yet named n> drive them out of this kingdom. But,' 
as thefe fpecuktions may probably not much affefb 
the brains of your people, I fhall chufe to let them 
pafs unmentioned. Yet I cannot^'but obferve» 
that my very good and virtuous friend, his Excel- 
kocy Burnet (0 fili^ nee tali indigne parente ly 
hath not hitherto been able to perfuade his vafials, 
by his oratory in the ftile of a command, to fettle^ 
a revenue on his Vice-royal perfon. I have beenr ^ 
likewife aflured, that, in one of thofe colonies on 
die continent, which nature haih (6 ^ iv^QNXt^^^ 
Dd %< "» 
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as (by the induftry of the inhabitants) to produce 
a great quantity of excellent rice ; the fiubborn- 
xiefs of the people, who, having been told that the 
Dvorld was wide, took it into their heads that they 
might fell their own rice at whatever foreign market 
they pleafed, and fecm, by their prafticc, very wi- 
willing to quit that opixyon. 

But, to return to my fubjeft : I muft confefs to 
you both, that, if one reafon of your people's dc- 
ferting us, be the defpair of things growing better 
in their own country, I have not one fyllable to an^ 
fwer \ becaufe that would be to hope for what is 
impoffible ; and fo I have been telling the public 
thcfe ten years. For, there are thi^ee events which 
which muft precede anyfuch blefling : Firfi^ A 
liberty of trade ; Secondly ^ A ihare of preferments 
in all kinds, equal to the Britifh natives \ and. 
Thirdly^ A return of thofe abfentees, who^kea- 
way almod one half of the kingdom's revenue. As 
to ihtfirji and fecond^ there is nothing left us but 
uerp-aif ; and , for the third, it will never happen till 
the kingdom hath no n>oney to fend them, for 
which, in my own particular, I Ihould not be 
forry. 

The exa£lion of landlords hath indeed been a 
grievance of above twenty years {landing. But, as 
to what you objedt about the fevere claufes relating 
to improvement, the fault lies wholly on the other 
lide : For the landlords, either by their ignorance 
or greedinefs of making large rent-rolls, have per- 
formed this matter fo ill, as we fee by experiencet 
that there is rot one tenant in five hundred who 
hath made any improvement worth mentioning. 
For which I appeal to any man who rides through 
^he kingdom, where little is to be found among the 
tenants, but beggary and defolation ; the cabbins of 
the Scotch thepifelves inUlfter, being as dirty and 
miferableas thofe of the wildeft Irifli. Whereas good 
£rjai penal claufes £ot \iao^gvcment, with a toler- 
able 



frm UNKNOWN PERSONS. 3»7 

able eafy rent, and a reafonable period of time,, 
would, iq twenty years, have increafed the rents of 
Ireland at lead a third part in the intriniic value, 
. I am glad to hear you fpeak with fome decencjr 
of the clergy, and to impute the exactions you la* 
m^nt to the managers or farmers of the tjrthes. 
But you entirely miftake the faft; For I defy the 
moft wicked and mpft powerful clergyman in the 
liingdom to opprefs the meaneft farmer in the pa- 
pariih ; and \ defy the fame clergyman to prevent 
hiqirelf from being cheated by ^e fame farmer^ 
whenever that farmer fhall be dupofed to be knav<^ 
lib or peevifb. For, although the Ulftcr tything- 
t^Uer is more advantageous to the clergy than any 
Qther in the kingdom, yet the minifter can dem^d 
QO more than his tenth ; and, where the com 
loueh exceeds the fmall tythes, as, except in fpmc 
diftri^ts, I am told it always doth, he is at the 
ipercy of every ftubborn fanner, cfpecially of thofe 
vhofe fefl, as well as intereft, incline them to oppo- 
fitipn. However, I take it that your people, bentfor 
America, do not fhew the beft part of their pru^ 
4&QCC 10 making thi^ one part of their complaint : 
Yet they are fo far wife as not to make the pay- 
mrnt of tythes a feruple of confcience, which la too 
g^is for any Proteftant diiTenter, except a Quaker, 
to pretend. But, do your people indeed think, thar» 
if tythes were abolifhed, or delivered into the handa^ 
nf the landlord, after the blefled manner in the 
Scotch fptritual oecQuomy, that the tenant would 
Sc tafier in his rent under the fame perfon, wha 
yuift be lord of the foil and o£ the tythe together > 
I am ready enough to grantv that the opprefEoo* 
of landlords, the utter ruin of trade, with its ne-* 
ceflary i^onfequence the want q£ money, half the 
yevenues of the kingdom ^ent abroad, the conti* 
Bued dearth of three 3fear8, and the ftrong deluiioa 
IP your people by &He allurement from America, 
vtay bi the duff motives of their ea^croAia afi^.^ 
Dd i ^^^ 
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fuch an expedition. But there is likewife another 
temptation, Which is not of inconfiderable weight •/ 
which is, their itch of living in a country where 
their fc& is predominant, and where their eyes 
and confciences will not be oflfened by the ftumb*- 
ling-block of ceremonies^ habits^ and fpirituat 
titles. 

But i was furprifed to find that thofe calamities, 
whereof we arc innocent, have been fufficient to* 
drive many families our of their country, who had^ 
DO reafon to cynplain of oppreffive landlords; 
For, while, I'was laft year in the northern parts, t 
perfon of quality, whofe eftate wa» let-above twentf 
years ago, and then at a«very reafonable rent, fome' 
for lea^s of lives, and fome perpetuities, did, in a' 
few months,, purchafe eleven of tbefe leafes at a* 
▼cry inconiiderable price, although they vktc two* 
years- aga reckoned to pay but half value. From' 
whence it is manifeft, that our prefent miferable' 
condition, and the difmal proipeft of wor/e, widi' 
other rcafons above aligned, are fufficient to pu^ 
men upon trying this defperate experiment of 
changing the fccne they are in, although landlords* 
ihould, by a miracle, become lefs tnhunuim 

There is hardly a fcheme propofcd for improv- 
ing the trade of this kingdom, which doth not ma<^ 
nifeftly (hew the ftupidity and ignorance of the pro- 
pofer : And I laugh with contempt at thofe weak 
wife heads who proceed upon general maxims, or 
advife us to follow the examples of Halland and* 
England. Thefe Empirics talk by rote, without 
underflanding the conftitution of the kingdom ; a» 
if a phyfician) knowing that exercife contributed 
much to health, fliould prefcribe to his patient un- 
der a fit of the gout, to walk ten miles every morn- 
ing. The dire^ions for Ireland are very fhort and 
plain. To encourage agriculture and homecon- 
fumption, and utterly difcard all importationt 
which are not abfolutcly ncQcSkrj for bcalth or 

life* 
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llife* And how few* ntceftaries, conyeaiencies, ot^ 
oven comforts of life, are demed us by nature, or- 
not to be attained by^ labour aRdiaduftry? Arcr 
thofe detedable extrayagancies of Flanders- lace, 
EaglUh- cloths made of our own wool, and othec^ 

E>ods, Italian or Indian iilks, tea, coffee, choco- 
te, china-ware, and that profuiion of wines, hf 
the knavery^ of merchants growing dearer everyi 
feafon, wi(^ a -hundred unnecefiary^ fopperies, bet-^^ 
ter known to others than me: Are thefe, I fay, fit 
for us, any more than for^ ehe* beggar who could 
not eat his veal without oranges? Is it not the 
higheft indignity to human nature,, that men 
ihould be fuch poltrons, as to fuffcr the kingdonv 
and themfelves to be undone, by the vanity, the. 
folly, the pride and* wantont^ls of their wives y 
who, under their preient corruptions, feem to b& 
a-kindof animal fuffered, for our fins, to be fen(- 
into the world for the deftrudllon of families, fo* 
cieties, and kingdoms, and whofe whole ftudy; 
feems direAly to be as expenfive as they pofiibl^ 
can, in every ufelefs article of living y who,, by long 
praAice, can* reconcile the mod permoious foreign 
drugs to their health and pleafure, provided they 
arc but expenfive ; as darlings grow fat with hcn<* 
bane; who contraft a robudncfe by mere pradiice 
of floth and luxury ; who can play deep feveral 
hours after midnight, deep beyond noon, revel 
Upon Ixklian poifons, and fpend the revenue of a 
moderate family, to adorn a naufeous, unwholcf 
ibme living carcafe ? Let thofe few, who are not 
concerned in aily part of this accufation, fupppfe it 
unfaid ; let the red take it among them. Gra- 
cious God ! in his mercy, look down upon a 
nation fo diamefully befotted. 

If I am poflTefled of aahundred pounds a year^ 
and, by fome misfortune it fink to fifty, without a 
poffibility of ever being retrieved : Does it remaia 
« ^dioD, ia fuch aa e:^gency, what I am to do ? 
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Muft not I retrench one half in every article 0/ 
expence ? Or retire to fome cheap, diftant part of 
the country, where necefiaries are at half value ? 

Is there any mortal who can (hew me, under the 
circumflances we ftand with our neighbours, under 
their inclinations towards us, under laws never to 
be repealed, under the defolation caufed by abfen- 
tl^es, under many other circumftances not to be 
mentioned, that this kingdom can ever be a natioo 
of trade, or fubfift^ by any other method than that 
ef a reduced family, by the utmoft parfimony, io 
the manner I have already prefcribed ? 

I am tirc4 with letters from many unreasonable 
well- meaning, people, who are daily preffing m© to 
deliver my thoughts in this deplorable jundhire; 
which, upon many others, I have fo often done in 
vain. What will it import, that half a icore peo- 
ple, in a cofiee-houfe, may happen to read this pa- 
per, and even the majority of thofe few, differ in 
every fentiment from me ? If the farmer be not al' 
lowed to fow his corn, if half the little money a- 
mong us be fcni to pay rents to Irifh abfentees, and 
the reft for foreign luxury, and drefi for the wo^ 
men, what will our charitable diipofitions avail, 
when there is nothing left to be given ? When, 
contrary to all cuflom and example, all necefiaries 
of life are fo exorbitant, when money of all kinds 
was never known to be fo fcarce ? So that gentle* 
men of no contemptible eftates, are forced to re- 
trench in every article (except what relates to their 
wives) without being able to flicw any bounty to 
the poor. 
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TO SEVERAL 
.LETTERS fcnt me from unknown Handsr^- 

Written in the Year M,DCC,XXXK^ 



T Am very, well p}eafed with the good opinion JOW 
■^ exprefs of me, and wiffiit were any way in my: 
power to anfwcr your expeftations for the fervicc^ 
of my country. I have carefully read your feveral 
fchemes and proposals, which you thipk ihould be 
offered to the pj^rliament. lb anfwer, I^will affisre' 
you, that, in another place> I have known very 
good propofals rcjefted with contempjt by public 
afiembliesi merely becapfo they^ were offered from^ 
without doors ; and- yours pirrbaps might have the : 
fame fate, ^fpieciaHy if handed imoUus public by me, 
who am not acquainted with three members^ nor 
have the leaft intereft with one. My printers have 
been twice profecuced, to my great expence, on 
account of difcourfes I writ for the pittblic fervicc, 
withoui the leaft r^fie^ion on parties or pcrfons ; 
and the faccefs I^ had in thofe of the Drapier was 
not owing to my abilities, . but to a lucky junftnre, 
when the fuel vms- rca^y: for- the fir&h^cidOx'sx 
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vould be at the pains of kindling it. It is tniff,. 
both thorccnveflomcd profecutions were the worlsL- 
manfliip of a judge» who is now gone to Hfs own 
place ♦. But, let that be as it will^ I ana deter- 
mined hebceforth never to be the inftrumcnt of 
leaving an innocent man at the mercy of that 
bench. 

Ii is certain, there are feveral particulars relating 
to this kingdom, (1 have mentioned afcw of^b^m 
in one of my Drapier's letters) which it were hear- 
tily to be wUhed that the parliament would take 
under their confideration fuch as will nowife inter- 
fere with England, othcrwife than to its advan- 
tage. 

' 'JHie firft I AkJI mention is touched at itf aictttr 
which I received from one of you, gentlemen, a- 
bout the highways; which, indeed, are almoft 
every where fcatnialoufly negleftcd. I kirow a very 
rich man in this city, a true lover and faver of his 
money, who, being poffeflcd of fomc adjacent 
lands, hath been at great charge in repairing efitfl- 
tually the roads that lead to them ; and hath aflur- 
edjxie, that his lands- are thereby advanced four or 
five (hillings an acre, by which he gets treble io^ 
tercft. But, generally (peaking, all ovser the king*- 
dom, the roads are deplorable ; and, what is more 
particularly barbarous, there is no'fort of ^provifioa 
made fbr travellers on foot ; no, not near this ciiyv 
except in a very few places, and in a moft wretch- 
ed manner •. Whereas the Englifh are fo particu«- 
larly careful in this point, that you may* travel 
there an hundred miles with lefs ineonvenience 
than one mile here. But, fince this may be thought 
too great a reformation, I (hall only fpeak of roads 
for horfes, carriages, and cattle. 

Ireland isi I think, computed to be one third 
fmaller than England ; yet, by fomc natural difad* 

* Lord.Chief Juftke Whittled, 



frm UNKNOWN HANDS. 323 

TiLQtages, it would not bear quite the fame propor- 
tion in value, with the ikine encouragement. How- 
ever, -it hath (o happened, for many years paft, 
that it never arrived to above one eleventh part in 
point of riches ; and, of late, by the continual de« 
creafe of trade and increafe of abfentees* with other 
circumftances not hear. to be mentioned, hardly to 
a .fifteenth part ; at ieaft, if my calcuIations.be 
right, which! douht^ are a little too favourable on 
our fide. 

Now, Tuppofiqg day-labour to be cheaper bygone 
half here than in England, and our roaids, by the 
nature of our carriages and the defolation of our 
country, to be not worn and beaten above one 
eighth part fo much as thofe of £ngljmd, which is 
a j^ery moderate computation ; I do not fee why 
the mending of them would.be a greater burthen 
to this kingdom than to that. 

.There have been, I believe, twenty aAs of par- 
Hameot, in fix or (even years of the late King % 
for mending long traAs of impaffible ways in feve- 
ral couQties jot England, by ereQing turnpikesy 
and receiving pafiage-n^oney in a manner that eve* 
i}y body knowsi If what 1 have advanced.be true» 
it would be hard to give a reafon againft the fame 
praAice.here, fince the neceffity is as great, the ad* 
vantage, in nroportion, perhaps much greater, the 
materials i>t done and gravel as eafy to.be found, 
and the workmanihip at Jeaft twice as cheap. Se* 
fides, the work may be done gradually, with al- 
lowances for the poverty of the nation, by fo joany 
perch a year ; but with a fpecial care to encourage 
ikill and diligence, and to prevent fraud in the un* 
dertakers, to which we are too liable, and which 
are not always confined to thofe of the meaner 
fort : But againft thefe, no doubt, the wifdom of 
Che nation may^ and wiU provide. 

f Kio| Gcoiye I, 
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Another evil, which, in mj opinion, deferves 
the public care, is the ill-management of the bogs, 
the neglcA whereof is a much greater mifchief to 
this kingdom than moft people fcem to be aware 
of. 

It is allfJwcd indeed, by thofe #ho arc eftecmcd 
mod iktiful in fuch matters j that the red fwelUng 
.mofly bog,, whereof we have fo ihany krge trafts 
in this lAand, is riot hj any means^ to be fiilly re- 
duced; but the ikirts, which are covered with a 
^^een coat, eafily may, being not an accrctiouj or 
annual growth of mofs, like the.other. 

Now, the landlords are generally too carelefs 
that they fuffcr their tenants to cut their turf in 
thefe ikirts, as wdl as xht bog a^oined, whereby 
there is yearly lofl a confideriable quandty of laad 
throughout the kingdom j never to be recovered. 

But this is not the greateft part of the mifchief. 
For the main bog, although perhaps not reducible 
to natural foil, yet, by coniinuhig large, deep, 
ftraight canals through the niiddle^ cleaned at pro- 
per timts, as low as the channel or gravel, would 
become a fccure fummcr-pafture ; the iharrins 
might, with great profit and ornament, bd mied 
with quickins» birch, and othe^: trees proper for 
fuch a foil, arid the tanals be convenient for water- 
carriage of the turf, which is now drawn upon 
fled- cars with great expcnce, difficulty, andlofsof 
time, by redfdri of the many turf-pits fcattered ir- 
regularl;f through the bog, whcrehi great numbers 
of cattle arc yearly drowned. And it hath be6n, I 
confefs, to me, a matter of the grdateft vexation as 
well as wonder, to think how any landlord could 
be fo abfurd as to fuffer fuch havock to be made. 

All the afts for encouraging plaritatiot^s of fo- 
reft-trees are, I am told, extremely defeftive; 
which, with great fubmiffion, muft have been ow- 
ing to a dcfeft o£ ikXW m x\it coiitrivers of them. 
In this clioiaie, by lUc cotkUtiuit \iL^%\si% ^^ the 
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weft-fouth-weft wind, hardly any tree of value 
will come to perfs^dtion that is not planted in 
groves, except very rarely, and where there is 
much land-fheher. I have nor, indeed, read all the 
afts ; but, from inquiry, T caiiuot learn that the 
planting in groves is enjoined. And, as to the 
cffefts of ihefe laws, I have not fcen the leaft, in 
many hundred miles riding, except about a very 
few gendemens houfes, and even thofe with veiy 
little ikill or fuccefs. In all the refl, the hedges 
generally mifcarry, as well as the larger flcnder 
cwigs planted upon the tops of ditches, mjerely for 
want of common fkill and care. 

I do not believe that a greater and quicker profit 
could be made, than by planting large groves of 
afh, a few feet afunder, which in feven years 
would make the beil kind of hop poles, and grow 
in the fame, or lefs time, to a fecond crop from 
their roots. 

It would likewife be of great ufe and beauty in 
our defert fcenes, to oblige all tenants and cotta- 
gers to plant afh or elm before their cabbins, and 
round their potatoe- gardens, where cattle either 
do not, or ought not to come to deftroy them. 

The common objeftions againft all this, drawn 
from the lazinefs, the pervcrfenefs, or thievifh dif- 
pofition of the poor native Irifli, might be calily 
anfwered, by fhewing the true reafons for fuch ac- 
cufations, and how eafily thofe people may be 
brought to a lefs favagc manner of life : But my 
printers have already fuffered too much for my 
fpeculations. However, fuppofing the fize of a 
natives underftanding juft equal to that of a dog 
or horfe, I have often feen thofe two animals to 
be civilized by rewards, at leaft as much as by pu- 
nifliments. 

It would be a noble atchicvement to abolifti the 
Irifli language in this kingdom, fo far at leaft as to 
oblige ail the natives to fpeak onV^ l»vx^vfti ow^^tx^ 

Vol. XIL £ c q^c\^^^ 
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occafion of bufinefs, in fhops, markets, fairs, and 
other places of dealing : Yet I am wholely deceived 
if this might not be effeftually done in lefs than . 
half an age, and at a very trifling expence ; for 
fuch I look upon a tax to be, of only fix thoufand 
pounds a-year, to accomplifh fo great a work. 
This would, in a great meafure, civilize the moft 
barbarous among them, reconcile them to our 
cuftoms and manner of living, and reduce grett 
numbers to the national religion, whatever kind 
may then happen to be eftablimed. The method is 
plain and fimple ; and, although I am too defpon* 
ding to produce it, yet, I could heartily wifh fome 
public thoughts were employed to reduce this un- 
cultivated people from that idle, favage, beaftly, 
thievifli manner of life, in which they continue 
funk to a degree, that it is almoft impoffible for € 
country gentleman to find a fervant of human ca- * 
pacity,'or the lead tinfture of natural honefty; or 
who does not live among his own tenants in conti- 
nual fear of having his plantations deftroyed, his 
cattle ftolen, ^nd his goods pilfered. 

The love, afFcftion, or vanity of living in Eng- 
land, continuing to carry thither fo many wealthy 
families, the confequenccs thereof, together with 
the utter lofs of all trade, except what is detrimen- 
tal, which hath forced fuch great numbers of wea- 
vers and others to feek their bread in foreignxoun- 
tries, the unhappy prafticc of flocking fuch vaft 
quantities of land with fheep and other cattle, which 
reduceth twenty families to one : Thefc events 
I fay, have exceedingly depopulated this king- 
dom for feveral years part. I fhould heartily wifh, 
therefore, under this miferable dearth of money, 
that thofe who are moft concerned would think 
it advifeable to favc a hundred thoufand pounds a- 
year, which is now fent out of this kingdom to 
feed us with corn. There is not an older or more 
Iflcontrovertcd max\tti \u \\it ^\k\« of all wife 
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nations, than that of encouraging agriculture 
Andj therefore, to what kind of wifdooi a prac- 
tife fo dircftly contrary among us may be reduced, - 
I am by no means a judge. If labour and people 
make the true riches of a nation, what muft be the 
ifiue, where one part of the people are forced a- 
way, and the other part have nothing to do \ 

If it ihould be thought proper by wifer heads, 
that his Majefly might be applied to in a national 
way, for giving the kingdom leave to coin half- 
pence for its own ufe : I believe no good fubjeft 
will be under the left apprehenfion that fuch a re- 

Seft could meet with refufal, or the leaft delay, 
rhaps we are the only kingdom upon earth, 
which did not enjoy that common right of civil 
fociety under the proper infpe6lion of its prince, or 
legiflature, to coin money of all ufual metals for 
itr own occafions. Every petty Prince in Germany^ 
▼aflal to the Emperor, enjoys this privilege. And 
I have feen in this kingdom feveral filver pieces, 
with the infcription of Ci vitas Waterford^ Droghedagh^ 
and other towns* 
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BALLYSPELLIN*. 
By Dr. SHERIDAN. 

ALL you that would refine your bloody 
As pure as fam'd Llewellyn, 
By waters clear come every year. 
To drink at Ballyfpellin. 

Tho' pox or itch, your ikins enrich 

With rubies paft the telling, 
^Twill clear your Ikin before you've been 

A month at Ballyfpellin. 

If lady's cheek be green as leek 

When (he ^ omcs from her dwclliDg> 

The kindling rofe withing it glows 
When (he's at Ballyfpellin. 



* A faxnoiis fftwin the covnty of KiUce&iif. 
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The footj brown, who comes from town. 

Grows here ts fm as Hekn ; 
TheD back fhe goes to kill the beaux 

By diat of BaUyrpellin. 

Oor ladies are as frefh and hit 
As Rofs, or bright Dunkelling : 

And Mars might make a faur miftake, 
Were he at Baliyfpellin. 

We men fubmit as diey diink fit^ ] 

And here is no rebelling ; 
The reaibn's plain, the ladies reign. 

They're Queens at Baliyfpellin. 

By matchlefs charms, unconquer'd arms. 
They have the power of quelling 

Such defp'rate foes as dare oppofe 
Their pow'r at Baliyfpellin. 

Cold water turns to fire, and burns, 

I know, becaufe I fell in 
A ftream which came from one bright dame 

Who drank at BallyfpeUin. 

Fine beaux advance, equipt for dance. 
And bring their Anne or Nell in 

With fo much grace, Vm fure mo place 
Can vye with BallyfpeUin. 

Ko politics, no fubile tricks. 

No man his country felling. 
We eat, we drink, we never think 

OfthefeatByUyfpeHin. 

The troubled mind, the puft with wind. 

Do all come here PcU-Mell in ; 
And, they are fure, to worl| their cure 

By drinking Baliyfpellin. 
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[f dropfy fills you to the gills, 

From chin to toe tho' fwclling, 
Pour in, pour out, you cannot doubt 

A cure at Bally fpellin. 

Death throws no darts thro' all thefe parts, 

No fextons here are knelling ; 
Come, judge and tiy, you'll never die,. 

But live at Ballyfpellin t 

Except you feel darts tipt with ftceU 

Which here are every belle in ; 
When from their ejres fweet ruin flics> 

We die at Ballyfpellin. 

Good chear, fwcet ah", much joy, no care^ 
Your fight, your tafte, your fmclling» 

Tour ears, your touch, tranfporteth much 
Each day at. Ballyfpellin. 

Within this ground we all fleep founds 

No noify dogs a yelling ; 
Except you wake, for Cselia's fake, * 

All night at Ballyfpellin. 

Here all you (ee, both he and fhe, 

No lady keeps her cell in ; 
But all partake the mirth we make 

Who drink at Ballyfpellin. 

My rhimes are gone, I think I've noncy 

Unlefs I ihould bring hell in ; 
But fince Vm here to heav'n fo near, 

I can't at BallyfpeUin. 

The 
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The A N S W E R. 

By Dr. S W I F T. 

DARE you difpnte yon faucy brute i 
And thiok there's no rebelling. 
Your f curvy lays^ and fenfelcfe praife,. 
You give to Ballyfpellin i 

Howe'er you bounce, I here pronoance. 

Your med'cine is repellmg ; 
Tour water's mud, and fcours the blood. 

When draidft at Bellyijpelliiu. 

Thofe podcy drabs, to cure their loAa^ 

You thither are compelling; 
Will back be fent, worfe than they went. 

From nafty BaUyfjpeilin* 

UewcUya why ? As weH may I 

Name honefl Dr. PeHin ; 
So hard fomctimes, you tug for rhimes 

To bring in BaUyfpellin. 

No fubjeft fit to tfy your wit. 

When you went col#neUing ; 
But dull intrigues tVixt jades and teagues. 

That met at BoUyrpelUn. 

Our lafles fair, fay what you dare. 

Who rowing make with (h^ngf 
At Market-Hill more beaux can kUl^ 

Than yours at BaUyfpellin* 

Would 
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Would I was whipt, when Sh^elah ftript) 

To wafti herfelf our well in ; 
A bum fo white, ne'er came in fight, 

At paultry Bally fpellin. 

Your mawkins there, fmocks hempen vrcaae 

Of Holland, not an ell in. 
No, not a rag, whate'er you hmg^ 

Is found at Ballyfpellin. 

But Tom will prat at any rate. 

All other nymphs expelling : 
Becaufe he gets a few GriTets, 

At loufy Ballyfpellin. 

There's bony Jane in yonder lane, 

Juft o'er againfl the Bell Inn ; 
Where can you meet a lafs fo fwcct, 

Round all your Ballyfpellin ? 

We have a girl, deferves an earl. 

She came from Ennifkillia 1 
So fair fo young, no fuch among 

The belles at Ballyfpellin. 

How would you ftarc, to fee her thercy 

The foggy mift difpclUng ; 
That cloud the brows, of every blowfc 

Who lives at Ballyfpellin. 

Now as I live, I would -not give 

A Stiver for a Skellin, 
To towfc and kifs the faireft mife 

That leaks at Ballyfpellin. 

Who 
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Whoe'er will raifc fuch lies as thefe, 

Deferves a good cudgelling : 
Who falfely boafts of belles aad toafts. 

At dirty Ballyfpellia. 

My rhimes arc gone to all but one, , 

Which is, our trees arc felling. 
As proper quite, as thofe you write. 

To force in Bally fellin. 

A RIDDLE. By Dr. Delany. 

Infcribed to the Lady Carteret. 

T Reach all things near tne, and far off to boot, 
-■• Without ftretching a finger, or ftirring a foQt. 
I take them all in too, to add to your wonder ; 
Tho* many and various, and large and afunder. 
Without joftling or crowding they pais fide by fide, 
Thro* a wonderful wicket, not half an inch wide: 
Then I lodge them at eafe in a very large ftore, 
Of no breadth, or length, with a thoufand things 

more. 
All this I can do without witchcraft or charm, 
Tho* fomctimcs they fay I bewitch, and do harm ; 
Tho' cold I inflame, and tho' quiet invade, 
wA.nd nothing can (hield from my fpell but a (hade. 
A thief that has robb'd you, or done you difgracc, 
In magical mirror 1*11 fliew you his face : 
Nay, if youll believe what the poets have faid, 
They'll cell you 1 kill, and can call back the dead. 
Like conjurers fafe in my circle I dwell, 
I love to "look black too, it heightv^ns my fpell ; 
Tho' my magic is mighty in every Hue, 
lVVIio fee all my 'powtt m>^& fetvxvw YOU. 
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The fame anfwered by Dr. Swift. 

WITH half an Eye 
Your Riddle 1 fpy. 
I obferv'd your wicket 
Hemm*d in by a thicket. 
And whatever paiTes 
Is ftrain'd thro* glafles* . 

You fay it is quiet, . . , ' 

I flatly deny it : 
It wanders about. 
Without ftirring outj 
No paflion fo weak 
But gives it a tweak ; 
Love, joy, and devotion 
Set it always in motion. 
And as for the tragic 
Effects of his magic, 
Which you fay it can kill» 
Or revive at its will. 
The dead are all found 
And revive above ground. 
After all you have writ. 
It cannot be wit. 
Which plainly docs follow, 
Since it flies from Apollo. 
Its cowardice fuch,. 
It cries at a touch, 

*Tis a perfe6l milkfop, » l 

Grows drunk with a drop. 

Another great fault, ♦ ' 

It cannot bear filt ; 
And a hair can difarih 

It of every charm, . . 

VoL.XlL F f A 
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A R ID D L£. By Dr. SwifTvIo my 
Lady Carteret. 

"CpROM India's burning climeTm brought, 

■*■ With cooling gales like zephyrs fraught. 

Not Iris when £hc paints the iky, 

Caa (hew more diflferent hue than T ; 

Nor can (he change her form fo faft, 

l*m now a fail and now a maft. 

I here am red, and there am green, 

A beggar there, and here a queen. 

I fometimes live in houfe of hair. 

And oft in hand of lady fair. * 

I pleafe the young,- 1 grace the old. 

And am at once both hbt and cold. 

Say what lam then if you can. 

And find the rhime, and you're the mai^ 

Anfvvcred by Dr. Sheridan. 

VOUR houfe of hair and lady?s iiand, 
•*" At firft did put me to a ftand. 

I have it now, »'tis plain enough. 

Your hairy bus'nefs is a MuflF. 
Your engine fraught with .cooling gales. 
At once fo like your maft and faik. 
And for the rhime to you're the man^ 
Whatfits.it better than ^fan. 

The LOGICIANS refuted. 

OGICIANS have but ill defin'Sl 
As rational, the human kind; 

ReafoQ 



L 
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Reafcn, they fay, belongs to man. 
But let them prove it, if they canj 
Wife Ariftotle and Smiglefius, 
By ratiocinations fpecious. 
Have drove to prove with great precifion^ 
With definition and divifion, 
Hcnno eft rati one pradiium ; 
But, for my foul, I cannot credit 'cm. 
And mu(^, in fpite of them, maintain^. 
That man and all his ways are vain ; 
And that this boafted lerd of nature- 
Is both a weak ai>d erring creature. 
That inftindl is a furer guide 
Than reafonr-boaftiog mortals pride x 
And, that brute beads are far before 'em, 
Deus eft anima brutorum. 
Whoever knew an honed brute. 
At law his neighbour profecutc. - v ^ 
Bring ad^ion for aflault and battery. 
Or friend beguile with lies and. flattery.. 
O'er plains ihej ramble unconfin*d. 
No polkics didurb their mind ; 
They ear their meals, and take their (^porfy 
Nor know who's in or out at court. 
They never to the levee go 
To treat as deared friend a foe : 
They never importune his grace, 
Nor ever cringe to men in place ; 
Nor undertake a. dirty job, 

Nor draw the quill to write for Bob, ^ 

Fraught with inventive they ne'er ga 
To folks at Pater-Nofter-Kow : 
No judges, fidlers, dancing- maders, 
No pick-pockets, or poetaders, 
Are known to honed quadrupeds : 
No iingle brute his fellows leads. 
Brutes never meet in bloody fray, 
Nor cut each others throats for pay, ^ 

Ff2 0€j 
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Of beafts^ it is confefs'd, the ape 
Comes neareft us in liuman fhape, 
Like man he imitates each fafhion^ 
And malice is his ruling paffion : 
But, both in malice and grimaces, 
A courtier any ape furpafles. 
Behold him humbly cringing wail 
Upon the miniftcr of ftatc ; 
View him foon after to inferiors 
Aping the condudt of fuperiors : 
*He promifes with equal air. 
And to perform takes equal care. 
He in his turn finds imitators. 
At court the porters, lacqueys, waiters. 
Their mafters' manners ftill contract, 
And footmen, lords, and dukes can a£t. 
Thus, at the court, both great and fmall 
Behave alike, for all ape all. 

ODE ON SCIENCE. 

/^H heav'nly born ! in deepefl: cells 
^^ If faireii: fcience ever dwells 

Beneath the moiTy cave ; 
Indulge the vei'dure of the woods : 
With azure beauty gild the floods. 

And flowVy carpets lave j 
For melancholy ever reigns 
Delighted in the fylvan iicenes 

With fcientific light ; 
While Dian huntrefs of the vales 
Seeks lulling founds and fanning gales, 

Tho* rapt from mortal fighr. 
Yet, goddefs, yet the way explore 
With magic rites and heathen lore 
Obftrufted aixd dejrcfs'd : 
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U wifdom gave the facred nine, 
itaught, not uninfpired to fhinc, 

By reafon's power redrefs'd. 
hen SoloD and Lyciirgus taught, 
) moralize the human thought 

Of mad opinion's maze, 
3 erring zeal they gave new laws, 
ly charms, O liberty, the caufe 

That blends congenial rays, 
d bright Allraea gild the morn, 
: bid a hundred funs be born. 

To hecatomb the year ; 
'ithout thy aid in vain the poles : 
vain the Zodiac fyftem rolls : 

In vain the lunar fphere. 
)me, faired princefs of the throng, 
ing fweet philofophy along 

In metaphyfic dreams ; 
hile raptur'd bards no more behold 
vernal age of purer gold 

In Heliconian ftreams. 
rive thraldom with malignant hand,. 
) curfe fome other deftin'd land 

By folly led aftray : 
rne bear on azure wing ; ^ 

lergic let her foar, and fing 

Thy univerfal fway. 
» when Amphion bade the lyre 
J more majeftic found afpirc. 

Behold the madding throng, 
wonder and oblivion drown'd, 
3 fculpture turn'd by magic found. 

And petrifying fong. 
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The PUPPET-SHOW. 

'T'HE life of man to rcprcfcnt, 
•*• And turn it all to ridicule, 
Wit did a puppit/ho^ invent, 
Where the chief aftor is a fooL 

The gods of old were logs of wood, 
And.worfliip was to puppets paid, 

In antic drefs the idol (food, 

And priefts and people bow'd the head. 

No wonder then if art began, 

The fimple votaries to frame. 
To (hape in timber foolifh man. 

And confecrate the block to fame. 

From hence poetic fancy learn'd, 

That trees might rife from human forms, 

The body to the trunk be turn'd, 
And branches iflue from the arms. 

Thus Dsedalus and Ovid too. 

That man's a blockhead have confcft, 

Powel and Stretch * the hint purfue. 
Life is the farce, the world a jeft. 

The fame great truth South-Sea + hath prov'd 
On that fam'd theatre, the Ally, 

Where thoufands by direftors mov'd 
Are now fad monuments of folly. 



♦ T\^o pnppct-fhow men. 

t Ssc the fOfini on the 5oiuh-Sea projeft, p. 130, 



Wha 
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What Momus was of old to Jove, 

The fame Harlequin is now ; 
The former was buflFoon above, 

The latter is a Punch below. 

This fleeting fccnc is but a ftagc. 

Where various images appear, 
In diff rent parts of youth and age 

Alike the prince and peafant fhare. 

Some draw our eyes by being great, 

Falfe pomp conceals mere wood within. 

And legiflators rang'd in flatc 
Are oft but wifdom in machine. 

A ftock may chance to wear a crown. 

And timber as a lord take place, 
A ftatue may put on a frown 

And cheat us with a thinking face. 

Others are blindly led away. 

And made to a£t for ends unknown. 

By the mere fpring of wkes they play 
And fpcak in language not their own. 

Too oft, alas ! a fcolding wife 

Ufurps a jolly fellow's throne. 
And many drink the cup of life, 

Mix'd and embitter'd by a Joan. 

In (hort, whatever men purfue 

Of plealure, folly, war, or love; 
This mimic-race brings all to view. 

Alike they drefs, they talk, they move. 

Go on, great Stretch, with anful hand, 

Mortals to pleafe and to deride. 
And when death breaks thy vital band. 

Thou flxalt put on a pupuf% pride. 
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Thou (halt in puny wood be (hewn. 
Thy image Ihall prcfcrve thy fame. 

Ages to come thy worth ftiall own. 
Point at thy limbs, and tell thy oame. 

Tell Tom he draws a Farce in vain. 
Before he looks in Nature's glafs. 

Puns cannot form a witty fcene, 
Nor Pidantry for humour pafs. 

To make men ad as fenfelefs wood. 
And chatter in a myftic ftrain. 

Is a mere force on flem and blood, 
And (hews fome error in the brain. 

He that would thus refine on thee, 
And turn thy ftage into a fchool. 

The je(l of Punch will ever be, 
And (land confeil the greater fool. 

On PSYCHE*. 



A^ 



T two after noon for our Pfyche inquire. 
Her tea-kettle's on, and her fmock at the fire; 
So loitering, fo aftive ; fo bufy, fo idle. 
Which hath (he moft need of, a fpur or a bridle? 
Thus, a greyhound out-runs the whole pack in a race, 
Yet would rather be hang'd than he'd leave a warm 

place. 
She gives you fuch plenty, it puts you in pain ; 
But ever with prudence takes care of ^the main. 
To pleafe you, (he knows how to chufe a nice bit; 
For her tafte is almdft as refin'd as her v^it. 



• Mrs. Sictn, a very ingenious well-bred lady, wife to Mr. J«ka 
SicsD^ an cmiacnt Grocer io Dttblin* 



To 
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To oblige a good friend, fhe will trace ev'ry market. 
It would do your heart good, to fee how (he will 

cark it. 
Yet beware of her arts, for it plainly appears. 
She faves half her viftuals by feeding your cars. 

To Mrs. Houghton of Bormont, upon 
praifing her hufband to Dr. Swift. 

VOU always are inaking a god of your fpoufe» 
•*" But this neither rcafon nor conkience allows; 
Perhaps you will fay, 'tis in gratitude due, 
And you adore him, becaufe he adores you. 
Your argument's weak, and fo you will find. 
For you, by this rule, muft adore all mankind. 

On the Gollar of Mrs. Dingley^s Lap-dog. 

pRAY fteal me not, I'm Mrs. Dingley's, 

"*• Whofe heart in tjiis four footed thing lies* 

A left-handed Letter to Dr. Sheridan *. 

Sir. 

D El ANY reports it, and he has a flirewd tongue. 
That we both aft the part of the clown and 
cow-dung ; 
We lye cramming ourfelves, and are ready to burftr 
Yet ftill are no wifer than we were at firft. 

* All the humour of this poem is loft, by the impoffibtlitjr of 
pimting it left-handed, as it was wrote. .> 
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Podct hsec opprobria, I freely tnnft tell yc,- 
Et diu potuiffc, et non potuifle rcfelli. 
Tho* Delany advis'd you to plague me no longer,. 
You reply and rejoin like Hoadly of Bangor. 
I muft now, at one fitting, pay off my old' fcore : 
How many to anfwer? One, two, three, four. 
But becaufe the three former are long ago pail, 
I fhall, for method fake, begin with the laft. 
You treat me like a boy that knocks down his foe, 
Who, ere t'other gets up, demands the rifing blow. 
Yet I know a young rogue, that, thrown flat on the 

field, 
Would, as he lay under, cry out, Sirrah, yield: 
So the French, when our generals foundly did pay 

*em, [Deum : 

Went triumphant to church, and fang ftoutly Te 
So the famous Tom Leigh, when quite run a-ground> 
Comes off by out-laughing the company round. 
In ev'ry vile pamphlet you'll read the fame fancies. 
Having thus overthrown all our further advances. 
Mj ofiers of peace you ill underftood, [good? 

Friend Sheiridan, when will you- know your own 
'Twas to teach you in moderate language your duty; 
For, were you a dog, I could not be rude t'ye. 
As a good quiet foul, who no mifchief intends 
To a quarrel.'ome fellow, cries. Let us be friends. 
But we like Antxus and Hercules fight. 
The ofc'ner you fall, the oft'ner you write ; 
And I'll ufe you as he did that ovegrown clown, 
ril firft take you up, and then take you down : 
And, 'tis your own cafe, for you never can wound 
The word dunce in your fchool, till he's hca^'d 

from the ground, 

I beg your pardon for ufing my left hand, but I was 
in gf eat hafte, and the other hand was employ- 
ed at the fame time in writing ibme letters of 
bufinefs. 

Septimber 20, 17 if. 

IwiU 
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I will fcnd^ou the reft ^hen I have leiAirc ; but 
pi-ay Tome to dinner with the compasy you «et 
here laft, 

exxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx* 

Upon ftealing a Crown when the Dean 
was afleep. 

By Dr. SHERIDAN. 

DEar Dean, fince you in fleepy wife 
Have op'd your mouth, and clos'd your eyes* 
Like ghoft I glide along your floor, 
Atidfoftly fliut the parlour door : 
For fhould I break your fwcct repofe. 
Who knows what money you might lofe ? 
Since oftentimes it has been found, 
A dream has giv'n ten thoufand pound. 
Then fleep, my friend, dear Dean, fleep on. 
And all you get fhall be your own ; 
Provided you to this agree, 
That all you lofe belongs to me. 

The D E A N's Anfwer. 

CO, about twelve at night, the punk 

•^ Steals from the cully when he's drunk ; 

Nor is contented with a treat. 

Without her privilege to cheat. 

Nor can I the leaft diiF'rence find« 

But that you left no clap behind. 

But jeft apart, reftore, you capon ye, 

^ly twelve thirteens * and fixpence ha*penny. 

* An Engliih (hilling paiTeth for thurtecn pence inJrelasKl. 
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To eat my meat, and drink mj medlicot. 
And dien to ghre me fash a deadlj cu t ■■ • 
But 'tis obfer d^ that men in gowns 
Are moft inclined to pinnder crrmns. 
Gould yon but cha^ a crown as eafy 
As you cin ileal one, how 'twould pleaic ye ! 
I thought the lady f at Sc Catherine's 
Knew how to let yoa better patterns ; 
For this I will not dine widi Agmondiffiam f , 
Aad 'ur hb Yifinais kc a ragman difi& 'em. 
<^ixlsnxxy ^^uim 

On the Litdc Houfe by the Church- yard of 
Caftleknock. 

«rHocvcr picafcth to inquire, 
" Why yonder fteeple wants a ipire« 
t^c grey old fellow, poet Joe J, 
fhe philofophic caufe will fhew. 

Once, on a time, a wcftem Waft, 
At Icaft twelve inches ovcrcaft. 
Beckoning roof, wcuthcr cock and all. 
Which came with a prodigious fall : 
And tumbling topfy turvey round. 
Light with its bottom on the ground. 

For by the laws of gravitation. 
It fell into its proper ftation. 

This is the little ftrutting pile. 
You fee juft by the church yard ftilc; 



IB 



iJ'Montcaniel. 

mdftatn Vefey, Efqj a very worthy gentleman for whom 
J. bad a great efteem. 

Beamoni of Ttim, 
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The walls in tumbling gave a knocks 
And thus the fteeple got a (hock ; 
From whence the neighbouring farmer calls 
The fteeple knock, the vicar walls *. 

The vicar once a week creeps in. 
Sits with his knees up to his chin ; 
Here conns his notes and takes a whet. 
Till the fmall ragged flock is met. 

A traveller, who by did pais, 
Obferv'd the roof behind the grafs ; . 
On tip- toe ftood, and rear'd his fnot. 
And faw'the parfon creeping out ; 
Was much (iirpris'd to fee a crow 
Venture to build his neft fo low. 

A fchool-boy ran unto't, and thought 
The crib was down the blackbird caught, 
A third, who loft his way by night, 
Was force'd, for fafety, to alight, 
And ftepping o'er the fabric roof. 
His horfe had like to fpoil his hoof. 

Warburton took it in his noddle. 
This building was deiagn'd a model. 
Or of a pigeon-houfe, or oven, 
To bake one loaf, and keep one dove in. 
Then Mrs. Johnfon f gave her verdict, 
And every one was pleas'd that heard it : 
All that you make this ftir about. 
Is but a ftill without a fpout. 
The Rev rend Dr. Raymond % guefs'd. 
More probably than all ihe reft ; 



• Rev; Archdeacon Walli. 
+ A friend of the author.] 
J Minifteiof Trim. 

VojL. XIL G g ^^ 
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He faid, but that it wanted room* 
It might have been a pigmy's tomb. 

The doftor*s family came by* 
And little mifs began to cry ; 
Give me that houfe in my own hao4 ; 
Then madam bid the chariot ftandi 
Caird to the clerk in manner mild; 
Pray reach that thing, here, to the child. 
That thing, I mean, among the kale. 
And here's to buy a pot of ale. 

The clerk faid to her in a heat. 
What ! fell my matter's cQuntry feat? 
Where he comes ev'ry week from town ; 
He would not fell it for a crown. 
Poh ! fellow keep not fuch a pother. 
In half an hour thou'lt build another. 

Says Nancy :|:, I can make for mifs, 
A iincr houfe ten times than this; 
1 he dean will give me willow-fticks. 
And Joe my apron full of bricks. 

Probatur alitcr. 

ALong-ear*d bead, and a field-houfc forcatde. 
Among the cattle does often rattle. 
A long-ear*d beaft, a bird that prates. 
The bridegroom's firft gift to their mates. 
Is by all pious Chriftians thought. 
In clergymen the greatefl fault. 
^«4i^^^ng-ear'd bealt, and woman of Endor, 
^^^•r wife be a fcold that will mend her. 



h 



The waitiof woman. 
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With a long-ear'd bead, and med'cines uft, 
Gooks make their fool look tight and fprucc, 

A long ear'd beaft, and holy fable, 
Strengthens the fhoes of half the rabble. 

A long car'd bead, and Rhenifli wine. 
Lies in the lap of ladies fine. 

A long ear'd beaft, and Flanders college, 
h Dr. T 1 to my knowledge. 

A long- car *d bead, and building knight ; 
Genforious people do in fpight. 

A long- ear 'd beaft, and bird of night. 
We finners.are too apt to flight. 

A, long ear'd beaft, a fliameful vermin, 
A judge will cat, tho* clad in ermin. 

A long ear'd beaft, and Irifti cart. 
Can leave a mark and give a fmart. 

A long-ear*d beaft in mud to lie,:. 
No bird in air fo fwift can fly. 

A long-ear'd beaft and a fputt'ring old whig« 
I wifli he were in it and dancing a jig. 

A long-car'd beaft, and liquor to write. 
Is a damnable fmcll both morning and night. 

A long-ear'd beaft, and the child of a ihcep. 
At whift they will make a defperate fwecp. 

A long-ear'd beaft,- and till midnight youiftay. 
Will cover a houfe much better than clay. 

A long-ear'd beaft, and the drink you love bcft. 
You call him a floven in earneft or jcft. 

A long-ear*d beaft, and the flxteeoth letter, 
Fd not look at all, unlefs I look'd better. 

A long-ear'd beaft give me, and eggs unfoundy ] 
Or elfe I will not ride one inch of ground. 

A long-ear*d beaft, another name for jeer. 
To ladies fkins there is nothing comes fo near. 

A long-ear'd beaft, and kind noifc of a cat. 
Is ufeful in journies, take notice of that. 

A long-car'd beaft, and what ieafons your beef, 
Go fucb an occalion the law gives relief. 

G g a A- 
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A loDg-ear'd bead, a thing that force muftdrife 
in. 
Bears up his houfe, that's of his own contriving. 

To. a Friend who had been much abufed 
in many different Libek. 

nnHE greatcft monarch may be ftabb'd by night, 
•*• And fortune help the murd*rer in his flight; 
The vile ft ruffian may commit a rape. 
Yet fafc from injur'd innocence efcape ; 
And calumny, by working under ground* 
Can unrevcng'd, the greateft merit wound ; 

What's to be done ? Shall wit and Teaming chuC 
To live obfcure, and have no fame to lofe ? 
By cenfiire frighted out of honour's road. 
Nor dare to ufc the gifts by heav'n beftow'd;^ 
Or fcarlefs enter in thro' virtue's gate,. 
And buy diftindlion at the deareft rate. 

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦^♦^♦♦♦♦♦^^'♦•♦►♦♦♦♦♦♦f ♦♦!►♦♦♦♦♦ 

On N O I S Y T O M. 

^i pf omit tit t civfs, urbem^ Jibi cura^ 

Imperiumfore^ et Italiam^ et deluhra deorum ; 
^0 patrefit natufy ?ium ignota matre inhoneftus^ 
Omnes mortales curare^ et quarere cogit. 
Tune Syriy Dama, aut Dionyftfilius audes 
Dejicert e faxo eives, aiit tradere Cadmo ? 

HoR. Lib. i. Sat. vi. ver. 34. y). 

Tranflated literally. 

Whoever promifeth (in the fenatc) fo take the ci^ 
(of Rome) and the citizens under hi^ care, nay, 
the whole empire, Italy, and tl^e temples of^thc 

gods; 
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gods ; fuch a man compelleth all mortals curi^ 
ouily to inquire from what father he fprung, 
and whether his mother were fomc obfcurc diA 
honourable female. (The People would cry 
out) What, thou, the fon of Cyrus ♦, or Da- 
mas * or Dionyfius ♦, dared ihou caft our citizens 
down the Tarpeian rock, or deliver them pri* 
ibners to Cadmus f • 

PARAPHRASED. 

TF noify T (1} fhould in the S-n-re prate, 

'■' That he would anfwcr both for church and ftate; 
And, further to dcmonftrate his afie£tion> 
Would take the kingdom into his proteftioo : 
All mortals muft be curious to inquire. 
Who could this coxcomb be, and who his fire ? 
What! thou ihe fpawn of him (2} who (bam'd 

our ifle. 
That traitor, afFaffin, informer vile. 
Though by the female fide (3) you proudly brings 
To mend your breed, the murder of a king ; 
What was thy grandfire (4) but a mountaineer. 
Who held a cabbih for ten groats a year ; 
Whofc mafter, Moore (5) prefervcd him from this 

halter^ 
Jor ftealiog cows, nor could he read the Pfalter t 

• UAial name% of Oaves at Rome. 

f Cadmus was a li6tor, an officer "who fcised on ciimlnali, like 
a conftable, or mcflengcr of the H— of C' ■ ' ■. 

(l)SirT P . 

(2) The father of Sir T— — , • • • •, who engaged in a plot 
to murder King Wi'liam III. but, to avoid being hanged, turned in* 
former againft his aflociates, for which he was fewarded with ft g^od. 
ejftate, and made a baro-^et. 
' (3) C— d— g— n's family, &c, 

(4) A poor thieving cottcger vnder Mr. Moore, condemned at 
Cloameil aflizes to be hanged for ftcaling cows. 

(5) The i^aadfather of Guy Moors^ C% who procuied him a 
pardon* 

G g 3 Purft 



3S4 POEMS ON 

Durft thou, ungrateful from the f-n-tc chace 
Thy founder's grandfoa (6) and uiurp his place? 
Juit heaven ? to fee the dunghill daflard brood 
Survive in thee, and make the proverb good (7). 
Then vote a worthy citizen (8) to jail. 
In fpight to juftic^, and refufe his bail. 

It is well known, that Queen Anne had nominated 
Dr. Swift to an Englifh bifhopric, which was 
oppofed by Dr. Sharp, Archbifhop of York, and 
the Dutchefs of Somerfet, who had prevailed on 
his grace to go with her to the Queen to lay afide 
the nomination,. which her Majefty refufed ; but, 
the Dutchefs falling on her knees, and (hewing 
the following prophecy to her Majefty, the bi- 
fhopric was given to another. See the poem> 
The Author on himfelf^ vol. vii. p. 164. 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
The W— df— r PROPHECY. 

ABOUT three months ago at W — df— r, a poor 
Knight's widow was buried in the Cioyfters. 
In digging the grave, the fexton (Iruck againft a 
fmali leaden coffer, about half a foot in length, 
and ^'our inches wide. The poor man eXpcftinghc 
hacf difcovered a treafure, opened it with fome dif- 
ficulty \ but found only a fmall parchment, rolled 

(6) Guy Moore was fairly elefted member of P for Clon- 
mell: but S..r T— depending upon his intcreft with a certain 
party then prevailing, and fiuce known by the tide of Parfon hant^s, 
petitioned the Houfe againft him, out of which be was turned upon 
prevence of bribeiy, vrhich the paying of his lawful debts v^as ihea 
voted to be. 

(7) Save a thief from the gallows, and he will cut your t: roat. 

(8) Mr. G F , a very honeft and eminent print-.r in 

Dublin, who w.is voted to Newgate opoa a ridiqulous complaint of 
OBe fojeant Bcuefworth, 

up 
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\ip very faft, put into a leather cafe ; which cafe 
was tied at the top, and fealed with a St. George, 
the impreflion on black wax very rude and Gothic. 
Tne parchment was carried to a gentleman of learn^ 
ing, who found in it the following lines, written itk 
a black old Englifh letter, and in the orthography 
of the age,, which feems to be about two hundred 
years ago. I made a fhift to obtain a copy of it ; 
but the tranfcriber, 1 find, hath in many parts aU 
tcred the fpelling to the modern way. The origi- 
nal, as I am Informed, is now in the hands of the 
ingenious Dr. W— , F. R S. where I fuppofe, 
the curious will not be refufed the fatisfa£tioa of 
feeing it. 

The lines feem to be a fort of prophecy, and 
written in verfc, as old propecies ufually are, but 
in a very hoboling kind of meafure. Their mean- 
ing is very dark, if it be any at all ; of which the 
learned reader can judge better than I : Howeve^: 
it be, feveral perfons were of opinion, that they 
defervcd to be publifhed, both a's they difcover 
fomewhat of the genius of a former age, and may 
be an amufement to the prefent. 

TTTHEN a holy black Swede (a), the fonof Bob, 
^^ With Si faint at his chin, and ay^^/athis fob: 
Shall not fee one (b) New-ycars-day in thai year. 
Then let old England make good chear ; 
Windfor and Briftow then (hall be 
Joined together in the Low.Countrec, 
Then (hall the tall black (c) Deventi7 Bird 
Speak againft peace right many a word } 

(a) Dr. Robinfon, bifhop of Briftol, was one of the plenipoten- 
tiaries at the peace of Utrecht. 

{b) There was tlien eleven days difference between tb* Old and 
New Stile, which latter did not take place in Great- Britain and Ire- 
land, until it was introduced by aA of parliament, to commence 
Sept. a» 1752, w^en eleven days were omitud, aod the next day was 
nllcd Sept. 14. 

(r) Earl of Nottingham, 
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Atid fome fliall adrnir« bis cony ng wit,. 

For many good groats bis tongue (hall flit. 

But fpigbt of the Harpy (d) that crawls on all four ^ 

There fiiall be peace, pardie, and waF no more. ^ 

But Englond, muft cry alack and well-a-daj« 

If the StM be taken from the ilead Sea. 

And dear Englond, if ought I underftond. 

Beware of Carrots from Northumberlond (i). 

Carrots fown Thynne (2) a deep root may get. 

If fo be they are in Smnrntr Jet : 

Their (i) Conyngs marfs thou, for I have bfcen told, 

They ajfafyne when young, and poifon when old. 

Root OMt thefc Carrots^ O thou (4), whofe name. 

Is backwards and forwards always the fame ; 

And keep clofe to thee always that name^ 

Which (5) backwards and forwards is almoft the 

fame. 
And Englond wouldft thou be happy ftill. 
Bury iho^t Carrots under a (6) HilL 



{d) T>nke of Marlborough. 

(1) Lady Elizabeth Percy, folc daughter and heir of Joceline Per- 
cy, Earl of Northumberland, was married to Charles Seymore, Duke 
of Somcrfct. 

(2) Thomas Thynne, Efqj a geu leraan of very^reat cftate, who 
was c urting the above lady, after the death of her firft hulbaod 
Henry C'tvendifii, Earl of Ogle, only Ton to Henry^ Duke cyf New- 
caftle, who died before be was of age to cohabit vkith her \ being 
fet upon in the Hay Market, London, was murdered by Count Co- 
jiingfmark, a Polifli nobleman, (who ]>a!d his addrcffe to this lady, 
but was refund) and t>Vo rulRanS, who (hot Mr. Thynne in bis coach. 
The Count made h-s afcape, but the others were hanged. There is 
a monument in Weftminftwr-Abbey, ere£led to the memory of Mr. 
Thynne, with fome hieroglyphic figures, reprcfentiug die maiuier of 
his murder. 

(3) Count Coningfmark. 
f4) Anna Regina. 

(0 Lady Ma/ham. 

(6) Lady Maiham's maiden same was Z£ll. 



VERSES 
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VERSES occafioned by the fudden drying 
up of St. Patrick's Well, near Trinity 
College, Dublin, in 17 26^ 

TDY holy zeal infpir'd, and led by fame (i), 
^ To thee, once fav'rke ifle, with joy I came ; 
What time the Goth, the Vandal, and the Uun> 
Had my own native Italy (2) o'er-run* 
lerne, to the world's remoteft parts, 
Renown'd for valour> policy, and arts. { 

Hither from Colchos (4), with the fleecy ore^ 
Jafon arriv'd two thoufand years before. . . 

(i) Feftas AYienjus flourlflied in 370. See his poem De oris M;t* 
ritimis, where he ufes this expreftion concerning Ireland, '* InfiiU 
** facra et (ic Itfalam dixere prtfci ; eamque late gens Hibernorun| 
*' colit." 

(2) Italy was not properly the native pla:ce of St. Ptrick, but the 
place of his education, and^ whence he received his midion^ and b«* 
caufe he had his new birth there, hence, by poetical licence, and by 
fcripture-figttre, our author calls that country his native Italy. 

(3) Julius Solinus, who lived about the time of Tacitns, in the 
year 8cy chap. 21. fpeaking of the Irifli as a warlike nation, fays, 
that the wives in Ireland, when delivered of a fon, give the child its 
firft food off the point of their hufband*s fword. ** Puerpcra, ft 
*' quando marem edidit, primo' Cibos Gladio imponit mariti, inque 
" OS Parvuli fummo mucrone aa'*picium alimentorum le\iSvcr intert 
•* et gentilibus votis optat, non aliter quam in bcllo et inter anna 
" mortem oppetat.*' Again, •* Praecipaa viris gloria eft in armornm 
" tutela. " 

Polydore Vergil fays, they -were diftingniihed for their fkill in ma- 
fic. *' Hiberni funt muficae peritiffimi," So GiraldiiJ Cambrenfis, 
who was preceptor to King John, in his Topograp^iia Hiberniaeji 
Chap. II. " In muficis folum, prse omni natiune quam vidimus,' 
*' incomparabiliter eft inftrufta gens hiec.'* 

(4) Orpheus, or the anticnt ambor of the Greek poem on the Ar- 
gonautic expedition, whoever he be, fays, that Jafon, who manned 
the (hip Argos at Thelfaly, failed to Ireland. And Adriaaus Juniiif 
fays the fame thing in thefe lines. 

Ilia ego fum Graiis, olim gladales lerne 
Pi£ta, et Jaibnix PuppU bene cogntta nautis. 
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Thcc (5) happy ifland, Pallas call'd her own^. 
When haughty Britain was a land unknown. 
From thee, with pride, the Caledonians (6), trace 
'TtTie glorious founder of their kingly racc^. 
Thy martial fons, whom now ihcy dare defpife, 
Did once their land fubdue and civilize: 
Their drefs, their language, and the Scotti(h name^ 
Confefs the foil from whence the vi^rs came. 
Well may they boaR that antient blood, which runs 
Within their veins, who are thy younger fons, 
A conqueft and a colony from thee. 
The mother-kingdom left her children free ; 
From thee no mark of flavery they felt, 
Not {6 with thee thy bafe invaders dealt ; 

(5) Tacitus, in tbc Kfe of Julini Agricola fays, that the bafbooft 
•f Ireland, on account of their commerce, were better known to the 
trading part> of the world, tbon tb«& of Britain. << Solum, csr* 
** Itonqne, et ihgenia cultufqne bominon^ baud mnkam a -Britannia 
'* difitrunt i mdiiis adituiy portBi'qnc per commerda etnegociatorei 
•* cogniti." 

(6) Fordan, in his Scoti-Cbronicon, He^r, Boethius, Bucba* 
nan, and all the Scotch hiftorians agree, that Fergus, fon of Fer- 
fuhard King, of Ireland, was the fit ft King of Scotland, wbtch coontrjr 
he fubdued. That be began to reign 33a years before the Cbriitian 
#ra, and in returning to vifit his native country, was (hipwrecked on 
thofe rocks in the county of Antrim, which from that accident haw 
been fince named Carrickfergus. His defcendants -reigned after him 
in Scotland; for the crown was fettled on him and his lineal foccef- 
fors. See the lift of the Kings of- Scotland in He€tor Boethins and 
George Buchanan, wbicn begins thus : <* i. Fergafms primus Sco* 
" torum rcx, filius Ferquharii regis Hibemi SB, regnare iocepitanno 
'* anti Chrifti fervatnris in carnrm adven nm ireccn^efimo trigefim^. 
" Regnavit ann-s xxv. er, nanfragio periit ad Scopolam FeiguiU 
** (Cragfereos vemacule) in mari Hiberniae.** 

The Iridi language and habit are ihll retained in the northern 
parts of Scotland, where the Highbnders fpeaic the Inih tongue, 
and ufe their antient drefs. . As to the name Scorlan:i» Cambden de 
Hibemia mentions it fr*m the authority of jfijore and Bcda, tiiat 
they called Inland ** Scotia,*' and that Scotlano was termed *< Scotia 
** a Scotis lncoli<, et inde Scotia oomen cum Scotis in B iianniam 
«• nJKam comigrafTe.'* Bede, lib. 1, cap. i. lays, •* Uibcmia pro- 
** pria Scotorum pauia.*. 

^ lo- 
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Invited here to 'vengeful Morough's aid (7% 
Thofe whom they could notconquer, they bctraj'*d. 
Britain, by thee we fcH, ungrateful iflc I 
Not by thy valour, but fuperior^uile^ 
Britain, with flianie confefs, this iaod of mine (8) 
Fird taught thee human knowledge and divine ; 
My prelates and my iludents» fent from iience. 
Made your fons converts both to God and fenfe t 



(7) In the reigo of King Henry II. Dermot MMMorongb, IQog 
ofLeinfter, being dsprived of his kingdom by, Rodericl^ 0*Connov 
King of Connaught, be inrited theEnglUh o?er as auzillarity an^ 
promifed Richard Straogbow> Earl of Pembroke^ his daughter^ 
and all his dominions as a portion. By:this affiftaoce MacMorongli 
recovered his crown, and Strangbow became poflefled of all Leinfter* 
After this, more forces being fent into Ireland, the Engliih became 
powerful here ; and when Henry II. arrived, the Irifli Priacet fob* 
xnitted ro his government, and began to nfe the EngliA laws. 

(8) St. Patrick arrived in Ireland in the year 411, aod.compleatei- 
the converficn of the native8> which had been begun by Palladiot- 
and others. And asBiihop Nicholfea obferves, (who wm better-ac* 
quainted with the contents of all the antient hiftoriei of both king* 
doms than any man of the age) Ireland foon became the fountain of 
learning, to which all the w^ern Chriftians, as well as the Eaglilh 
bad recourfe, not only for inftru^tion in the principles of religion^ 
but in all forts of literature $ << Tis. Legendi et Scholaftice Erudi* 
*' tionis gratia.** For within a century after the death of St. Pa- 
trick, the Iriih feminaries of learning increafed to fuch a degree, 
that moft parts of Europe fent hither their children t» be educated, 
and had from hence both their Biihopt and Do€ton. See venerable 
Bede, an Eoglifh hiftorian of undoubted credit, Hift. Ecclef. lib. iii* 
cap. 4, 7, 10, IX, %7, Among other Iri(h apoftles, he fays. Saint Co- 
lumb converted all the Pi&B, and many other Britons ; and that. 
Saint Aidau was the iaftruAor of King Ofwrald's Saxon fubje^ in 
Chriftianity. Cambden in Hibernia writes j ** Subfequente seUtr^ 
** Scoticis monarchis nihil fan6tius, nihil eruditius fuerii, et in a- 
** niverfam Europam fan^Hfiimorum virorum examina emiferint.** 
He fay s further, that they not only repaired to Ireland, as to the 
mart of learning, but alfo brought from thence even the form of 
their letters : ** A nglofaxones etiam noftri ilia state in Hibemiakn 
'* tanquam ad bonarum literarum mercutnram undique confiuxeruot| 
'^ unde de viris fan^iis faepiffime in noftris fcriptoribus Ic^tur $ a« 
** mandatus eft ad difciplinam in Hibemiam. lodeque noftratet 
" Saxones rationem formandi literas accepifle videantur, qnum eo- 
^' dem plane cjiara^tere uii foerit^ qui hodic Hibernicis tA in 
« ufo." 
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Not like the paftors of thy rav'nous breed. 
Who come to fleece the flocks, and not to feed. 

Wretched lerne ! with what grief I fee 
The fatal changes time hath made in thee. 
The Chriftian rites I introduce'd in Vain : 
Lo ! Infidelity retum'd again. 
Freedom and virtue in thy Tons I found. 
Who now in vice and flavery are drown'd. 

By faith and pray'r, this crofier in my hand, 
I drove the venom'd ferpent from thy land ; 
The fliepherd in his bow'r might fleep or fing (9)9 
Nor dread the adder's tooth, nor fcorpion's fling. 

With omens oft I ftrovc to warn thy fwains, 
Omens, the types of thy impending chains. 
I fent the magpye from the Britifli foil. 
With reftlefb beak thy blooming fruit to fpoil, 
To din thine ears with unharmonious clack, 
And haunt thy holy wails in white and black. 

What clfc are thofe thou fccft in biftiop's geer, 
Who crop the nurfcries of learning here ? 
Afpiring, greedy, full of fenfelefs prate. 
Devour the church, and chatter to the fta(e. 

As you grew more degenerate and bafe, 
I fent you millions of the croaking race ; 
Emblems of infedls vile, whofpread their fpawn 
Thro' all thy land, in armour, fur, and lawn ; 
A naufcous brood, that fills your fenate walls. 
And in the chamber of your viceroy crawls. 

(9) There are no fnakes, vipeis, or toads in Ireland ; and even 
frogs were not known here uniil about the year 1700. The in^« 
pycs came a flioft time before, and the Norway rats fince, 

^ See, 
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' Sec, *here the new- devouring vermin runs, 
"Sent in my anger from the land of Huns \ 

With harpy felaws it -undermines the ground* 
. Andfudden fpreads a num'rous offspring round ; 

Th' amphibious tyrant, with his rav'nous band. 
vDrains all thy lakes of filh, 6f^fruits thy land. 

Where is the facred well, that bore my name ? 
•Fled to the. fountain back, from whence it came! 
Fair freedom's emblem once, which fmoothlyflows^ 
And bleffings equally on all- beftbti^s.' " ," 
Here, from the neighb*ring^(io) nurfcry of arts. 
The ftudehts drinking,/ rais'd their Wit and parts; 
Here, for an age and more, improv'd their vein. 
Their Phcebus I, my fpring their Hippbcrene. 
Sifcourag'd youth, now lall their hopes muft fails, 
Condemn'd to couotry cottages and ale ; 
To foreign prelates make a flavifh court. 
And jjy their fweat procure a mean fqpport*; -* 
Or, for the daffies read th' attorney's guide, 
^Colleft cxcifc, or wait upon the tide, . t ,. m^ 

O ! had I been apoftle to the Swifs, 
•Or hardy Scot, or. any land' but this ; 
Combin'd in arm^ they had their foes defy'd. 
And kept their liberty, or bravely dy'd. 
Thou ftill with tyrants in fucceffion cupfl. 
The laft invaders trampling on the firii : 
Nor fondly hope for fome reverie of fate, ■ 
Virtue herfclf would now return too late. 
»Not half the courfe of mifcry is run. 
Thy greateft evils .yet -are fqarce begun . , 
Soon (hall thy fons, thetim.e|S'ju(tat.hapd» 
Be all made captives in their tiative land ; * 
'When, for the ufe. of no Hibernian bora. 
Shall rife one blade cf grais/bne ^ qf corn ; ■ ^ 

(10) The univerfity of Dublin, caBcd Ttibiiy-Coltege^ was foiiA4- 
ed.V/ Queen Elifabeihiii 1591. 

Voi.Xir. HVv "Wdss 
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When fliells and leather fl&all fot-monef pals. 
Nor thj oppreffiog lords (i i) afford the brafi. 
But all tumleafers to that -.{iz) monsril breed. 
Who from' thee fprun^, yet on thy vitals feed^ 
Who to von .ravenous ifle thy treaiurcs bear. 
And waite in luxury thy harvefts there; 
JFor pride and ignorance a proverb growa. 
The jeft of wits. And to the court unkaovr. 

I fcorn thy Ipurious and degenerate linc» 
And from this hour my patronage refigo. 

$00009600008(^00000^^ 

To the Rev. IMr, Daniel Jackson, to be 
humbly prefented by Mr. Sheridan in 
Pcrfon, with RefpcA, Care, and Speed. 

TTo be delivered by and with Mr. Sheridan. 

J)ear Din, 

HE R £ I return my truft, nor a& 
One penny for remittance ; 
If I have well performed my tafl:. 
Pray fend me an acquittance. 

Too long I bore this weighty pack. 

As Hercules the fl:y. 
Now take him you, San Atlas, back» 

Let me be ftander-by« 

Not all the witty things you (peak. 
In con)paf$ of a«day ; 

(ii) Wood's ruiaousprojed againft the people of Irdand, wti 
•fuppoited hj Sir Robert Walpole in 1724. 

(12) The abfenteeSy who fpend the income of their Iriih cAates, 
places^ and pcofions tA Eoglaod, 

Not 
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(Tot half the pans you make a week». 
Should brioe his longer fUy. 

With me you left him out at nur(e> 

Yet are you not my debtor ; 
For» as he hardly can be worfb, 

I ne'er could make him better. 

He rhimes and pant* and pant and rkunei^, 

Juft as he did before ;. 
And when he's la/h'd a hundred timet» 

He rhimes and punis the more. . 

When rods are laid on fchoolboys bams^> 

The oiore they friik and fkip : 
The fchoolboy's top bm louder hums» 

The more they uTe the whip* 

l*hus, a Fean bead beneath a lold^ 

CAbeaft of Irifli breed) 
Will* in a tedious dirty road» 

Outgo the prancmg fteed. 

Tou knock him down, and down iji*vaio»> 

And lay him flat before ye ; 
For, foon as he gets up again,. 

He'll ftrut, and cry, ViHoria! "^ 

At evVy fh-oke of mine he felli 

Tis true he roar'd and cry'd j 
But his Impenetrable fliell 

Could fed no harm befide* 

The tortoife thus, with motion flbw^ 

Will clamber up a wall ;. 
Tet, fenfcleft to the hardeft blow, 

Geu nothing but a fall. 

iil^a Deal 
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Dear Dan, then, wbj (hould yon.or I . 

Attack his p^ricrany, i 
And fince it is in vain to Iry, 

We'll fend him. to Ddany. 

POSTS CRIP T. 

Lean Tom, when I.faw.him, laft week, on his horfe 

awry. 
Threatened loudly to turn me to ftone with his for* 

eery. 
But I think, . liiile Dta| that ia (pigbt^ what ooft 

foe fays. 
He will find I read Ovid, and his metamorphofes. 
For omitting the firft (where I make a companion} 
With a fort of alluCon to Putland or Harri/bn) 
Yet, by my defcription, you'll find he ia ihorc is 
A pack and a garran, a top and a.tortoifc. 
So I hope from henceforward you ne'er will aik»> 

can I maul 
This teazing, conceited, rude, iaibkot animal I 
And, if this rebuke niight turn to hu benefit, 
(For I pity the man) I -mould then be glad of it^ 

A Copy of Vcrfcs from Thomas Sheridan; 
I 2^ 3 4 

Clerk, to George Nim-Dan-Dean, Efq. 

Written Jul^ I5th^ J 721, at Night. . 

T'D have you t* know George, Dan, Dean, and Nim, . 
•'' That I've learned how verfe.t' compofe trim, 

1 George Rochfort, E% 

2 His brother John Rochfort, called Nim, bccaufe he was a great 
hunter, from Nimn.d. 

3 The Rev. Mr. Daniel Jackfon. 
^^)r. Swift, Deaa of St. PAtrick*s« 
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Much better b'half th*n you, n*r you, n*r hkir. 
And th't I'd rid'cule their> 'nd your flam flim» 
Ay' b'c then, p'rhaps fays you^ t*s a m'rry whim 
With 'bundance of mark't notes i^ th' iltn. 
So tb't I ought n't for t' be morofe 'nd t' look grim^^ 
Think n't your Vftle put m* ip a meagrim ; ; 
Though, *n rcp't t'oh day, I *ppear vcr* flim, 
Th' laft bowl 't HeUham's did m' head t' fwim. 
So th't I h'd man' aches 'n 'v'ry fcrubb'd limb, 
Gaufe th' top of th' bowl th'd oft us'd to ikim ; . 
And^'fides 5 Dian' fwears th'f lOi^d f^all'wed s'v'rlt 

brim- 
flaers, 'nd that my vis'ge's cov'r'd o'r with r'd pim- 
ples : m Wcr though m' fcuU were ('$ 'tis n't) '»- 

ftrong's tim- 
mer, 't muft have ak!d. Th' clans of th' c'lledgc 
Sanh'drim^ 

pres'nt th^r humbr'and 'feA-nate refpcAs; that's-^ 
* t'fay, Dnan% 'chlin. P.. Ludl', Die* St'wart,^ 

H'lfliam, Capt'n E'rr' Walmft'iid 6,.longfh^nkt. 

Timm.. 

secxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxjce 

George Nim^Dan-Dban, Efq-, to Mn. 
Sheridan, on his Verfcs, written Juljr/ 
159 17219 at ten in the morning,. 

DE AR Sheridan ; a loving psur 
Of Galftown lads • (for 10 they arc):* 
Befide a brace of grave divines, 
Adore the fmoothnefi of thy lines t- 
Smooth as our bafbn's gentle £ood, 
£re George hao robb'd if ol its mud.. 

5 Dr. Iklftiiy,. 

6 Mr. StopfoiilofFtq|l»>SBildA0roftiiit^artih,iifta^ 
•TCloyne. 

• Tht towtHrj'tmoiUid Chief Btraa'B^^lwX* 
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Smoother than Pcgafus* old (hoe, 
Ere Vulcan comes to make him new. 
Compar'd widi which (and that's enough) V 
A fmoothing iron icfelf is rough. 

Nor praife we lefi that circumcifion. 
By modern poets, call'd Elifon ; 
Which in its proper ftation place'd. 
Makes thy verfe fmoeth, and inakes them laft» 
Thus a wife uytor is not pinching. 
But turns, at every feam, an inch in. 
Or elle, be fure, your broad cloath breeches^'- 
Will ne'er be fmooth, nor hold the ftiches. 
Thy verfe, like bricks, defy the weather^ 
When fmooth'd by rubbing; them together : 
Thy words fo cloiely wedge'c|, and mbrt are; .. 
Like walls, more liafling without mortar : 
By leaving out the necdlefs vowels, 
Tou fave the charge of lime and trowels. 
One letter flill another locks ; 
Each groov'd and dove tail'di like a-b^x. 
Thy mufe is tuck'd up, and fuccinA , 
In chains thy fyllables are link'd. 
Thy words together ty'd in fmall hanks, 
Ciofc, as the Macedonian phalanx : 
Or, like the umbo of the Romans, 
Which fiercefl foes cou'd break by no means^ 
The cridc to his coft will find. 
How firmly thefe indentures bind. 
So in the kindred, painter's art, 
The fhort'ning is the niceft part. 

Philologers of future ages 
How will they pore upoil thy pages f 
Nor will they dare to break to joints. 
But help thee to be read with points. 
Or clfe, to ihew their learned labour, yott . 
May backward be perus'd like Hebrew. 

Whereir 
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Wherein they need not lofc a bit,' 
Or, of thy harmony, or wit. 
To make a work <ompIeatly fine. 
Number, and weight, and meafure join • 
Tlicn all mUff grant, your lines arc weighty/* 
Where thirty weigh as much as eighty. 
All muft allow your numbers more^ 
Where forty lines exceed feuricore. 
Nor can we think your meafure (hort, > 
Where lefs than forty fill a quart. 
With Alexandrian in the clofe, 
liong, long, long, long, like Dan's long.nofcl 

A Dialogue between an eminent *L;atrycr,. 
and Dr; Swift, D. S. P. D. Being an 
AUufion to the. Firft S^tyf of the Second' 
Book of Horace,— —5i«?/ quibusin Satyra^^ 
&c. 

Written February, 17^8.' 

CINCE there are perfons who complaia 
^ There's too much fatyr in my vein, . 
That I am often foudd exceeding 
The rules of raillery, and breeding. 
With too much freedom treat my. betters, 
Not fparing even men of letters : 
You, who are ikiird in lawyers lore, 
What's your advice ? Shall I give o'er, 
Nor ever fools or knaves expofe 
Either in verfe or hum*rQus profe. 
And to avoid all future ill. 
In my Tcrutore lock up my quill ? 

* Mr, Liadfay^ who wa$ afurwards a judge of the Common-Fleat; 
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Since you arepkas'd to condefcehd- 
To aik the judgement of a friend. 
Your cafe confider'd, 1 muft think 
You (hould' withdraw from pen and ink;^. 
Forbear your poetry and jokes. 
And live like other Chriftian folks ; ^ 

Or, if the Mufes muft infpire 
Your fancy with their pleafinjg fire. 
Take fubjedb fafer for your wit,/ 
Than thofe on which you lately, wf It, 
Commend the times, yt)ur thoughts corre£^« 
And follow the prevailing feft ; 
Affcrt that Hyde ♦, in writing ftory. 
Shews all the malice of a Tory, . 
While Burnet + in his deathlefs page; 
Difcovers freedom without rage ; 
To Woolfton p recommend our youtlt* 
For learning, probity, and truth. 
That noble genius who unbinds 
The chains which fetter free bom minds^ 
Redeems us from the flavifli fears 
Which lafted near two thoufand years ; 
He can alone the priofthood humble. 
Make gilded fpires and altars tumble. 

Muft I commend agaihft my confcience 
Such ftupid blafphemy and nonfenfe ? 
To fuch a fubjeft tune my lyre, 
And fing like one of Milton's choir^. 
Where devils to a vale retreat, 
And call the laws of wifdom fatCj 
Lament upon their haplefs fall. 
That force free virtue fhould enthral/ 

•Earl of Clarendon, who \vrote of the civil wars began in the 
year 1641. 

f Bifhop of Sjii/bury, who wrote the hidor? of his own times, 

X A degraded clergyman of the church of Xo^and, Viho wroU 
ttaiii/l the miracUs of qui Shvlqui, 
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Oi*, fhall the charms of wcahh and pow'r 
Make me pollute the Mules .bow'r ? 

As from the tripod. of Apollo, 
Hear from m j de& the words thaf follow : 
Some by philofopers mifled, 
MuA honour .you alive and dead ; . 
And fuch as know what Greece hath writ 
Muft tafte your irony and wit. 
While moft that are, or would be great, 
Muft dread your pen, your perfon hate« 
And you on.Drapier's hill * muiilye> 
And there without a mitre die» 

P A.U L U $• By Mr. Lykdsay. . 

Dublin^ Sfpt. 7, 1728. 

A Slave to crowds,- fcorch'd with -the fummerVs 
heats. 
In courts the wretched lawyer toils and (Weatt-; • 
While fmiling nature in her beft attire. 
Regales each fenfe, and vernal joys infpire. 
Can he who knows ithatreal. good ihould pleafe^ - 
Barter for gold hfsliberty^and eafe i 
Thus Paulus preaeh'd :-^Wfaen ent'ring at thedoor^ - 
Upon his board a client pours the ore i- 
He gVafps the^fhining gift,, pores o'er the caufbt 
Forgets the fun, and dozeth on the laws*. 



The Answer.^ By Dr. Swift. 

T YNDlSAY miftafces the matter quite, • 
-*^^ And honeft Paulus judges right. 

^ -^la 4h». coBoty of Armadu 
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Then, why thcfc quarrels to the fan. 

Without whofc ftid you*re all undone, '' 

Did Paulus e'er complain of fwcat I 

Did Paulus e'er the lun forget ? 

The inflncnce of whofc golden beams,. 

Soon licks up all unfav'ry ftcams. ' 

The fun, you fay, his face hath kift: 

It has: but then it greais'd his fift. 

True lawyers for the wifeft ends, 

Have always been AT)oilt)*s friends. 

Not for his iuperficial poWers 

Of ripening fruits, or gildinf floifors;. 

Not for infpiriog poets brains. 

With pennylefs and ftarv'lipg ftrains ;. 

Ifot for hii boaft'ed healing art ; 

Not for his Ikill to fhoot the dart ; 

Nor yet becaufe he fweetly fidSlei) 

Nor for his prophecies ib riddles : 

But for a more fiibftantiarcaufe^ 

ilipollo's patron of the laws ; 

Whom Paulus ever muft adore^. 

As parent of the golden ore;. 

By Phsbus an-inccftous birth. 
Begot upon hi^ grandatne earth* 
By Phxbus firft produc'd to light. 
By Vulcan form'd fo round and' l»4ght ; 
Then offer'd at the ihrine of Juftice, 
By clients to her priefts and truftees ; 
Nor, when we fee Aftrxa ftand 
With even balance in her hand, 
Muft we fuppofe flie hath in view,. 
How to give ev'ry man his due j. 
Her fcalcs, you fee her only hold, 
To weigh her priefts, the lawyers gold.' . 
Now fhould I own your cafe was grievous^x 
Poor fweaty Paulus, who'd believe us ?. 
Tis very true, and none denies. 
At leafl that fucVk cotDti\ivav% v:t m&A. 
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'Tis wife, no doubt, as clients fat ye more. 
To cry, like ftatcftncn, ^anta patimur f 

But, ftnce the truth mud needs be Ajretched* 

To prove tbat lawyers are fo wretched ; 

This paradox Ml undert^e. 

For Paulus and for Lyndfiiy's fake. 

.By topics, which tho* I abpmiac 'em. 

May ferve as arguments ad hominem% 

Yet, I difdain to offer thofc 

Made ufe of by detracting foes: 

I own the curies of mankind. 

Sit light upon a lawyers mind ; 

The clamours of ten thoufand tongues, . 

.Break not his reft, nor hurt his luogt* ' 

I own, his confcience always free. 

Provided he has got his fee. 

Secure of conftant peace within, 

.He knows no guilt, who knows no fin* 

Yet, well they merit to be pitied. 

By clients always, over* witted. 
And though the gofpelfeems, to fdy. 
What heavy burdens lawyers lay. 
Upon the ihoulders of their neighbouct 

^or lend a finger to the labour. 

J^lways for faving their own bacon> 
No doubt the text is here miftaken. 
The copy's falfe, and fenfe is rad^'d* 
To prove it, I appeal to fad ; . 

^nd thus by demonftration fhew^ 
What burdens lawyers undergo. 
With early clients at his door, 
Tho' he was drunk the night before : 
And, crop-fick with unclub'd for winc^ 
The wretch muft be at court by nine. 
Half funk beneath his briefs and bag, 
As ridden by a midnight hag : 
Then from thei bar harangues the bencfa> 
Ip Engliih vile, and viler French) 
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. And Latin, vlleft of the three ; 

. And all for poor ten moidores fee* 
Of paper, how is he profiife ? 
Wkh' periods long, in terms abftrufe. 
What pains he takes to be prolix i 
A thoufand lines to ftand for fix ! 
Of common fenfe without a word iOf 
And is not thisa grieyousH)iirdea i 

The lawyer is a common drudge. 
To fight our caufeljefore the judge ; 
And what is yet a greater curfe, 

*• Condemn'd to bear his client's purfe. 
While he at cafe, fecure and light. 
Walks boldly b^me at dead of night. 
When term is ended leaves the town. 
Trots to his count ry-manfion dowo^ 
And difencumber'd of his load, 
No danger dreads upon the* road ; 
Defpifcth rapparecs, and rides 
Safe through the Newry mountains fides, 
Lyndfay, 'tis you have fct me on, 
To ftate this queftion pro and €Ofg. 
My faiire may ofi^end, 'tis true, 

. However, it concerns not you. 

I own there may in every clan. 
Perhaps be found one honeft man ; 
Yet link them clofe, in this they jump. 
To be but fharpers- in the lump. 
Imagine Lyndfay at the bar, 
He's much the fame his brethren arc. 
Well taught by prafticc to imbibe 
The fundamentals of his tribe : 
And in his client's juft defence, 
Muft deviate oft^from common fcnfe^ 
And make his ignorance difcem'd, 
To get the name of council Icarn't 



Ai 
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As Lucus comes a non Lucendo^ 
And wifely do as other ipen do. 
But fliift him to a better fcene^ 

Among his crew of R s in grain. 

Surrounded with compaffion's fit> 
To tade his humour, fenfe, and wit ; 
You'd fwear he never took a fee. 
Nor knew his law in A, B, C. 
Tis hard where dulnefs over- rules. 
To keep good fenfe in crowds of fools. 
And we admire the man who faves 
His honefty in crowds of knaves ; 
Nor yields up virtue at difcretiony 
To V-ll — ns of his own profeffion. 
Lyndfay, you know what pains you take, 
111 both, yet barely fave your (lake ; 
And will you venture both a- new. 
To fit among that venal crew. 
That pack of mimic legiflators, 
Abandon'd, ftupid, flavifli praters i 
For, as the rabble dawb and rifle 
The fool who fcrambles for a trifle. 
Who for his pains is cuiBT'd and kick'd. 
Drawn through the dirt, his pocket picked; 
You muft expeA the like difgrace, 
Scrambling with rogues to get a place, 
Muft lofe the honour you have gain'd. 
Your numerous virtues foully ftain*d : 
Difclaim for ever all pretence 
To common honefty aud fenfe. 
And join in friendfliip with a ftrift tye, 
To *♦***, ♦*«#»#^ and *♦*♦ ♦**•♦. 
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On Dr. RUNDLE Biftiop of Derry. 

MAKE Rundle biihop ; fye for fhame ! 
An Arian to ufurp the Dame ! 
A bifiiop in the ItLt of Saints ! 
How will his brahren make complaints ? 
Dare any of the mitred hoft. 
Confer oo him the Holy Ghost ; 
In mother- church to breed a yariance9 
By coupling Orthodox with Arlans ? 

Yet, were he Heathen, Turk, or Jev, 
What is there in it ftrange or new ? 
For, let us hear the weak pretence. 
His brethren find to take offence^; 
Of whom there are but four at moft. 
Who know there is an Holy Ghost : 
The reft, who boaft they have conferr'd if, 
Like Paul's Ephefians, never heard it ; 

And when they |[ave it, well 'tis known. 
They gave what never was their own. 

RUNDLE a bifliop I well he may; 
He's ftill a Chriftian more than they. 

We know the fubjeft of their quarrels ; 
The man has learning, fenfe, and morals. 

There is a reafon ftill more weighty ; 
^Is granted he believes a Deity : 
Has ev'ry circumftance to pleafe us. 
Though fools may doubt his faith in J*—— ; 
But why fhould he with that be loaded. 
Now tweiuy years from court exploded i 

And, 
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And, is not this objeAion odd 
From rogues who ne'er believ*d*a God ? 
For liberty a champion ftout» 
Though not fo gofpel-ward devout. 
While others hither fent to fave us. 
Game bnt to plunder and enflave us : 
Nor ever own'd a pow'r divine, 
But Mammon, and the G«— m-n line. 

Say, how did Rundle undermine 'em : 
Who fliew'd a better Jus divtnum ?* ■ ■ 
From ancient canoiis would not vary, 
But thrice refus'd Epifcopari. . . 

Our bifhop's predeceflbr Magus, 
Would offer all the fands of Tagus 5 
Or fell his children, houfe, and lands,' 
For that oAe gift', to by on hands ; 
But all his gold cotdd not avail 
To have the Spirit fet to fale. 
Said furly Peter, M^gps, prithee 
Be gone : thy money pcrifh with thee. 
Were Petef now alive, perhaps 
He might have found a fcore of chaps. 
Gould he *but make his gift appear, 
lu rents three thoufand pounds a year« 

Some fancy this promotion odd, 
As not the handy- work of God ; 
Though 'ev'h the bifliops difappojrited, " * ' , 

Muft own it made by God's anointed. ' 
And well we know, the Congee JKeggi'J ' ^ /' "^V'* 
Is more fe'cure as well as' legal. •• - • t 

Becaufe our lawyers all -agree, 
That bifhoprics are held in- fee. 

Dear Baldwin chafte, and witty Crofle, 
How forely I lament your lofs ?' 

I i a TW. 
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That fuch a pair of wealthy niDoia 
Should flip your dme of droppiDg gnineas;. 

For, had you made the k your debtor^ 

Tour title had been fo much better. 

The Fabl£ of the Bitches. 

Wntteu in the Year 17159 on an attempt u 
peal the Teft Aft. 

A Bitch that was full pregnant grbwii^ 
By all the dogs and curs in town ; 
Finding her ripened time wasjcome. 
Her little teeming from her womb. 
Went here and daere, and ev'ry where. 
To find an eafy place to by-her. 

At length to Mufkk's houfe {a) (he came. 
And begg'd like one both blind and lame ^ 
** My only firiend, my dear," laid flic, 
•* You fee 'tis mere neceffity, 
^* Hath fent me to your hov^ to whelp ; 
** I'll die, if you deny your help.** 

With fawning whine, and rueful tone. 
With anfiil iigh and feigned groan, 
With couchant cringe, and flattering tale, 
^)mooch Bawty (i) did fo far prevail ; 
That Mufick gave her leave to litter. 
But mark what followed, — Faith, flie bit her. 

Whole baflcets full of bits and (craps. 
And broth enough to fill her paps, 

(a) Mufick*s houfe, the chnrch of Eogland. 

(bj Bawty, (the name of a bitch in Scotch,) alludes to the 
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For well (he knew her num'rous brood. 
For want of milk, would fuck her bloodv 

But when (he thought her pains were doucy 
And now 'twas high time to be gone ; 
In civil terms, ** My friend," lays flic, 
♦* My houfe you've had on courtefy ; 
** And now I earneftly defire, 
•* That you would with your cubs retire r 
** For fhould you ftay but one week longer, 
** I ihall be ftarv'd with cold and hunger," 

The gucft reply'd — My friend, your leave 
^ I muft a little longer crave ; 
'' Stay till my tender cubs can find 
** Their way — for now you fee they're blind y 
*^ But when we've gather'd ftrength, I fweari^ 
•* We'll to our bstrn again repair/' 

The time pafs'd on, and Mufick csimty 
Her kennel once again to claim ; 
But, Bawty, loft to ihame and honouf,^ 
Set all her cube at once upod her ; 
Made her retire and quit her rights 
And loudly cry'd— a bitc> a bite. 

The M O II A Xh. 

Thus did the Grecian wooden horfcr 
Conceal a fatal armed force r 
No fooner brought within the w^\k^ 
But Ilium's lofty and Tfm» £stUs«- 
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Copy of the Bi rth-day Verfcs on Mr. 
FORD. 

COME be content, fince out it muflr^ 
For Stella has betray'd her truft. 
And whifp'ring charg'd me not to fay^ 
That Mr. Ford was born to day' : 
Or if, at laft, I needs mnft blab it. 
According to my ufual habit. 
She bid me, with a ferious face. 
Be fure conceal the time and place. 
And not my compliment to fpoil 
By calling this yonr native foil, 
Or vex the ladies when they knew. 
That you are turning forty-two ; 
But, if thefe topics ihall appear 
Strong arguments to keep you here, 
I think, though you judge hardly of it. 
Good manners mud give place to profit. 

The nymphs with whom you firft began. 
Are each become a Harridan ; 
And Montague fo far decay 'd. 
Her lovers now muft all be paid. 
And ev'ry belle that fince arofe 
Has her cotemporary beaux. 
Your former comrades once fo bright. 
With whom you toafted half the nigh^ 
Of rheumatiim and pox complain. 
And bid adieu to dear champain ; 
Your great protestors once in pow'r 
Are now in exile or the tow'r. 
Your foes triumphant o'er the laws. 
Who hate your perfon and your caufe. 
If bncc they get you on the ipot, 
You muft be guilty of the plot. 
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For true or falfe they'll ne'er inquire. 

But ufe you ten limes worfc than Prior (a). ^ 

In London, what would you do there I 
Can you, my Friend, with patience bear. 
Nay, would it not your paffion raife, 
Worfe than a pun or Irifh phraie« 
To fee a fcoundrel ftrut and hedor 
A foot-boy to fomc rogue direftor; ^ 

To look on vice triumphant round, 
And virtue trampled on the ground ! 

Obferve where bloody ftands 

With torturing engines in his hands. 

Hear him blafpheme, and fwear, and rail. 

Threatening the pillory and jail. 

If this you think a pleafing fcene. 

To London ftrait return again, 

Where you have told us from experience 

Are fwarms of bugs and Prefbyterians. 

I thought my very fpleen would burft. 
When fortune hitker drove me firft ; 
Was full as hard to pleafe as you. 
Nor perfons, names, nor places knew : 
But now 1 affas other fo'ke. 
Like pris'ners when their jail is broke. 

If you have London ftill at heart, 
We'll make a fmall one here, by art : 
The difF'rence is not much between 
St. James's Park and Stephen's Green 5 
And Dawfon-ftreet will ferve as well 
To lead you thither, as Pall-mall, 
Nor want a paiTage through the palace. 
To choak your fight, and raife your malice. 

(a) Mau Prior, 'BCq^ a famous poet, Sec his viorki, 

Tkc 
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The deanry-houfe may well be match'd 
(Under correAion) with the Thacht {a)r 
Nor {hall I, when you hither come. 
Demand a crown a quart for ftnmm. 
Then for a middle aged chamber, 
Stella may vie with your main channer,, 
She's now as handfome cv'ry bit. 
And has a thoufand times her wit« 
The Dean and Sheridan, I hoper 
Will half fupply a Gay and Pope, 
Corbet *, though yet I know his worth mptr 
No doubt, will prove a good Arbuthnot;. 
I throw into the bargain^ Tim, 
In London can you equal him ? 
What think you of my fav'rite clan, 
Rpbin and Jack, and Jack and Dan f ? 
Fellows of modeft worth and parts. 
With cheerful looks^ and honeft heartt. 

Can you on Dublin look with fcorn ^ 
Yet here were you and Ormond t bom* 

Oh ! were but you and I fo wife,] 
To fee with Robert Gratton's eyes, 
Kobin adores that fpot of earth. 
That lit'ral fpot which gave him birth. 
And fwears Belcamp || is, to his tafte, 
As fine as Hampton-court at leaft. 
When to your friends you would enhance 
The praife of luly or France, 
For grandetir, degance, and wit, 
We gladly hear yon and fubmit: 

faj A famous tavern in St. Jaraes's-ilreet near the palactf. 

• Dr. Corbet, afterwtrde Dean of St. Patrick^ cathedral, Dofclfa, 
on the death of Dr. Saturine, who fucceeded Dr, Swift. 

f Rev. Robert and John Grafton^ brothers } John and DanitJ 
Jackfon. 

t James Butler, the laie Duke of Ormond. 

Jf h Fingal^ abgut five mU«s from Dublin. 
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But then to come and keep a clutter^ 
For this or that fide of a gutter^ 
To live in this or t'other ille. 
We cannot think it worth your while; 
For take it kindly or amifs, 
1 he difference but amoiMits to this,. 
We bury, on our fide the channel, 
In linen *, and on yours in flanuel ;. 
Tou, for the news are neVr to fcek, 
While we> perhaps, may wait a week t 
You, happy folks, are fure to nic€t 
An hundred whores in cv'ry ftreet. 
While we may trace all Dublin o'er 
Before we find out half a icore« 

You fee my arguments are ffrong 
I wonder you held out (b long* 
But fmce yocr are con^kic'd at h&, 
We'll pardon you for what is paft. 
So — let us now for whlft prepare^ 
Twelve pence a corner if 700 dare» 

A PETITION to his Grace the Duke of 
Grafton » 

Non Domus et Fundus ' HoR» 

By Dean SMEDLET. 

TT was, my Lord, the dcxt'rous fhifi 
•*• Of t'other Jonathan, viz, Swifr» 
But now St. Patrick's fancy dean, 
With filver verge,* and furplice clean, 



* In the year 17^3} there was an a£l of parliameot J^ade in Ire* 
land to biurj ia woo)lcn»' 
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Of Oxford, or of Ormond's grace ' 
Iq loofer rhyme to beg a place. 
A place he got, yclep*d a ftall, 
And eke a thoufand pounds withal } 
And, were he a lefs witty writer. 
He might as well hate got a mitre. 

Thus I, the- Jonathan of Glogher, 
Ih humble lays my thanks to ofter, 
Approach your grace with grateful heart; 
My thanks and verfe devoid: of ar». 
Content with what your bounty gave, 
Kg larger income do I crave : 
Rejoicing that in better times 
Grafton * require my loyal lines. 
Proud! while -my patron- is polite^ 
r like wife to the patriot write^ 
Proud ! that at once I can commend • 
King George's and the Mufe's friend^* 
Endcar'd to Britain and to thee, 
(Disjoin'd Hibernia, by the fea) 
E^^.dear'd by twice three anxious years, 
Empfoy'd In guardian toils and cares : 
Ry love, by wifdom, and by fkill, 
For he has fav'd thee^ 'gainft thy will, 
• 

But where fliall Smedly make his neft. 
And lay his wand'ring head to reft ? 
Where (hall he find a decent houfe 
To treat his friends, and ctiear his fppufe ! 
Oh ! lack, my lord, fonie pretty cure. 
In wholefome foil, and aerhtr pure) 
The garden ftor'd with artlcfs flowers,. 
In either angle fhady bowers. 
No gay Parterre with coftiy green. 
Within the ambient hedge be feen : 

♦ Charles Fitzroy, Duke of Giafton, then X-ord-Lleutcnant of 
Irchiid 



vtcejijvy pounas a year 

but if your Grace 'Y 

n hundreds charming place ! > 

I'ft fhew another face. J 
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iLet nature freely take her courie» 

Nor fear from one ungrateful force ; 

No iheers (hall check her fprouting vigour^ 
. Nor {hape the yews to antic figure ^ 

A limpid brook (hall trouts fupply. 

In May to take the mimic fly; 

Round a fmall orchard naay it run, 

Whofe apples redden to the fun. 

Let all be fnug, and warm, and neat. 

For fifty turn'd a fafcTCtrcat, 

A little Eujlon may it be, 

Eujlon I'll carve on cv'ry tree. 

But then to keep it in repair. 

My lord — - — twice fifty pounds a year 

Will barely do ; but if your Grace 

Could make them .' ' ' 

Thou then would'] 

Clogher ! far north, my lord, it lies, 
'Midft fnowy hills inclement &ie9> ; 

One fliivers with the artic wind. 

One hears the polar axis grind. 

Good John * indeed with beef and claret, 

Makes the place warm that one may bear it. 

He has a purfe to keep a table. 

And eke.a foul as hofpitable. 

My heart is good ; hut aflets fail. 

To fight with ftorms of fnow and hail; 

Befides the country's thin of people. 

Who feldom meet, but at the fleeple : 

The ftrapping dean, that's gone toDowa, 

Ne'er nam'd the thing without a frown. 

When much fatigu'd with fermon fludy. 

He felt his brain grow dull and muddy ; 

No fit companion could be found 

To pufh the lazy bottle round; 

* Dr. John Sterne, Biihop of Clogher^ prcdcceiLr to X>t, Swifc 
as Dean o£ St. Patrick's, 
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4Sure then, for want ofbcuer folks^ 
To pledge his ckri was orthodox. 

Ah ! how unlike to Gerardftreet^ 
Where beaux and belles in parties meet s 
Where gilded chairs and coaches throngs 
And joftle as they trowl along ; 
Where tea and cofiife hourly flow. 
And gape-feed does in plenty grow. 
And Griz (no clock more certain) cries 
ExaA at fcven. Hot mutton pies. 
There lady Luna in her fphere 
Once (hone, when Pduncbfhrth was not near; 
But now (he wains, and, as 'tfs faid. 
Keeps fober hours, and .goes to bed. 
There bttt 'tis eodlefs to write down 

All the amufements of the town ; 
And fpoufe will think hierfeif quite undone. 
To trudge to Ck>iAor * from f^eet London* 
And care we muft onr wires to pleale 
Or '— elfc we fhall be ill at eafe. 

Tou fee, my lord, what 'tis I lack> 
Tis only fome convenient tack. 
Some parfonage-houfe, with garden iil!eet» 
To be my late, my laft retreat ; 
A decent church do& by its £de. 
There preaching, praying, to refide ; 
And, as my time fecurcly rolls. 
To fave my oicsi and <Hher8 fouls* 



* Conner is united to the bifliopric of 2>owD| init here aretv 
cieaos. 
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His GRACE'S Anfwcft 



B7 Dr, SWIFT- 

DEAR Smed, I read thy brilHant lines,. 
Where wit in all its glory (hines ; 
Where compliments with all their pride 
Are by their numbers dignify'd : 
I hope, to make you yet as clean. 
As that fame, viz, St. Patrick's Dean : 
I'll give xhtt furplice. verge^ ^^^Ji^lU. 
And may be fomething elfe. withal^: 
And were you not fo good a writcft 
I fhould prefent you with a mitre. 
Write, worfe then, if you can — Be wifC'— 
Believe me, 'tis the way to rife. 
T!dX\i TiOt oi making of thy neji^ 
Ah / never lay thy head to reft ! 
That headfo well with wifdom fraught ! 
That writes without the toil of thought. 
While others rack their bufy brains. 
You are not in the leaft at pains. 
Down to your deanery repair. 
And build a taftU in the air. 
I'm fure a man of your fine fenfe 
Can do it with a fmall expence. 
There your dear fpoufe^ and you together. 
May breathe your bellies full of ather^ 
When lady Luna is your neighbour. 
She'll help your wife when jne's in labour^ 
Well ftill'd in midwife-artifices. 
For (he herfelf oft' falls in pieces. 
There you fhall fee a rary-ftmu^ 
Will make you fcorn this world behWf 
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When you behold the milky way. 
As white as fnow, as bright as day. 
The glittering cpnftellations roll 
About the grinding artlc pole. 
The lovely tingling in your ears, 
Wrought by the mufic of the fphcrcs— — • 
Your ipoufe fhall then no longer heAor, 
You need not fear a curtain- Icfturc; 
Nor fhall (he think that (he's undone 
For quitting her beloved London. 
When (he's exalted in the (kies, 
She'll never think of mutton- pies ; 
When your advanced above dean^ viz. 
You'll never think of goody Cri%. 
But ever, ever live at eafe. 
And ftrive, and ftrivc your ivife to pleafe ; 
In her you'll centre all your joys, 
And get ten thoufand girk and boys ; 
Ten thoufand girls and boys you'll get. 
And they, like ftars, (hall rife and Jet. 
While you andfpouje transform'd, (hall foon 
Be a new fun y and a ne'w moon : 
Nor (hall you ftrive your horns to hide. 
For then your horns (hall be your pride. 

Dean Swift at Sir Arthur Acheson's 
in the North of Ireland. 

'T'HE Dean would ^\^t Market- Hilly 
"*• Our invitation was but flight j 
I faid,-— Why let him, if he will, 
And fo I bid Sir ^— — -r write. 

His manners would not let him wait. 
Led we ihould think ourfelvcs neglcfted ; 

And 



SEVERAL OCCASIONS. 3«r 

And fo we faw him at our gate, 
Three days before he was expefted. 

After a week, a month, a quarter. 

And day fuccccding after day, , 

Says not a word of his departure. 

Though not a foul would have him ftay* 

Fve faid enough to make him blufh, 

Methinks, or elfe the devil's in't ; 
But he cares not for it a rufh, 

Nor, for my life, will take the hint. 

But you, my dear, may let him know. 

In civil language, if he (lays. 
How deep and foul the roads may grow. 

And that he may command the chaife. 

Or you may fay— my wife intends. 
Though I {hould be exceeding pcoud. 

This winter to invite fome friends, 
And, Sir, I know,, you hate a crowd. ^■■ 

Or, Mr, Dean—— I fliould with joy 

Beg you would here continue fiill,. 
But we muft go to Aghnachy *,. 

Or, Mr. Moore will lake it ilU 

The houfeaccompts are daily rifing. 
So much his ftay doth fwell the bills; 

My dearefl life^ it is lurprifing. 

How much he eats, how much he fwills. 

His brace of puppies how they ftuff. 
And they muft have three meals a day. 

Yet never think they get enough j ' 
His horfcs too eat all our hay, 

• The feat of Achcfoa Moore, Efcn 
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Oh ! if I could, how I would maul. 
His tallow face and wainfcot paws. 

His beetle brows, and eyes of wall, 
'And make him foon gWe up the caufc. 

Muft I be every moment chid. 

With ikinny bonia, fnip and lean f ; 

Oh ! that I could but once be rid 
Of this infulting tyrant dean ? 

The Storm; Minerva's Feticiom 

T>ALLASy a goddefs chafte and wiie» 

-*■ Defcending lately from the Ikies, 

To Neptune went, and begg'd in fornx 

He'd give his orders for a ftorm ; 

A ftorm to drown that rafcal— , 

And (he would kindly thank him for^t. 

A wretch ! whom E — gl — h rogues to fpitc her,, 

Had lately honoured with a M — tre^ 

The god, who favoured her requeft, 
Aflur'd her he wou*d do his beft : 
But Venus had been there before, 

Pleaded the B— — lov'd a w , 

And had enlarged her empire wide. 
He own'd no deity belide. 
At fca, or land, if e'er you found him,. 
Without a miftrefs, hang or drown him. 

Since B — rn — t*s death, the 's bench, 

'Till arriv'd ne'er kept a wench j 

If muft fink, fhe grieves to tell it. 

She'll not have .left one fingle prelate : 
For, to fay truth, fhe did intend him, 
Eledt of Cyprus in cemmendum. 



f The Dean ufed to c.>\\ "L^xd-j A.c\i,tCotv b^ thofe names. 
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And fincc her birth the ocean gave her. 
She could not doubt her uncle's favour. 

Then Proteus urg'd the fame requeft, 
But half in earneft, half in jeft ; 

Said he " Great fovereign of the main, 

** To drown him all attempts arc vain, 

'* — - can aflume more forms than I, 

" A rake, a bully, pimp, or fpy. 

•• Can creep, or run, can fly or fwim, 

** All motions are alike to him : 

** Turn him adrift, and you (hall find 

** He knows to fail with ev'ry wind ; 

•• Or, throw him overboard he'll ride 

" As well againft, as with the tide. 

" But, PalUs, you've apply'd too late, 

«• For, *tis decreed by Jove and fate, 

*• That Ireland muft be foon deftroy'd^ 

** And who but ■ can be employ'd ? 

** You need not then have been lb pert, 

** In fending Bolton * to Clonfert. 

** I found you did it by your grinning ; 

*• Your bus*ncfs is to mind your fpinning. 

•* But how you came to interpofe, 

*^ In making B s, no one knows ; 

** And, if you muft have your petition, 
" There's Berkeley f in the fame condition ; 
^* Look, there he ftands, and *iis but juft 
** If one muft drown the other muft ; 

** But, if you'll leave us B p Judas, 

•* We'll give you Berkeley for Bermudas J. 

• Dr. Throphilu^ Bolton, afterwaHs Archbifhop •( Cafhcll. 

f Dr. Gtvirgc Berkeley, a fcnior f.llow of Trinity-College, Dub- 
lin, from whence he was made Dean of Derry, and afterwards Hi- 
fhop of Cloyne. 

X See his Ccheme in his mlfcellanics for crcAing an univcrfity aA 
Bcimudas. 

Kk 3 . " Nqw^ 
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«' Now, if *twill gratify your fpignt^ 

•* To put him ia a plaguy fright, 

•* Although 'tis hardly worth the coft, 

«* You foon (hall fee him fouodly toft. 

'* You'll find him fwcar, blafpheme^ and dams; 

** And ev'ry moment take a dram* 

** His ghoftly vifage with an air 

'* Of reprobation and defpair t 

** Or, elfe fome hiding-hole he feeks.. 

•* For fear the reft fhould fay he fqueeks^ 

'* Or, as Fitzpatrick J did before, 

** Refolve to perifh with his w— - ; 

*' Or elfe, he raves, and roars, and fwears^ 

•* And, but for ihame, would fay his pray'r5% 

" Or, would you^ his fpirits fink ? 

'* Relaxing downwards in a ft— ^k i 

'* if fuch a fight as this can pleafe ve, 

^' Good madam Pallas, pray be eaiy, 

M To Neptune (peak, , and he'll confent ; 

^ But hell come back the kiiaye he went J^ 

^hegoddc^, who conceived an hope""^ 

,{!fhat was dcftin'd to a rope, 

Believ'd it beft to condefcend 
To fpare a foe^ to fave a friend : 
But, fearing Berkeley might be feared. 
She left him virtue for a guard. 



g Brigadier Fitrpatrick was drowned in one of the packet-boats la 
iht bay of Dublin in a great (lorm. 



END (2/"r& Twelfth Volume^ 
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